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AMBASSADOR TO KUBLAI KHAN 

B . 7 

DENIS CLARK 

T owxim the end of the year a o 1295 certain notables of Venice, 
accustomed though they were to extreme Tanet) in that half way 
nt\ where Ea»t rubbed » boulders with Wear were shocked and 
a little alarmed to he accented bv three % cn peculiar men Two were 
old and one wax middle aged and earn wore a most outlandish 
coitomc a droning gown-like garment of faded quilted silk Two 
iported tall hats of fur, while the third had a kind of round cap with 
a button on top such a* never before had been teen in \ enure. But 
for their rags they might have been ulm for mailer* A strange 
brown dog with pnek cart and a curb tail followed them on a 
chain 

Ha, Signor Dandolo, called one of these foreigner* to a stately 
gentleman who watched their parade down the itrret. do a ou not 
know your old friend Nicolo? 

Andrea Dandolo, Captain-General of the Venetian galley*, drew 
himself up He had abioluteh no memory of having encountered 
thl* fantastic perron before, and in an) cate, the man * accent made 
it quite impossible that the) should have been on terms of Christian 
names. 

No, *ir he answered briefly You behold o Venetian not 
a citizen of whatever particular country it 10 fortunate as to be graced 
by you and )our like 

He turned on hi* heel, one hand curling hi* fine moustache while 
the other dropped down on his sword so that iu long silver sheath 
stuck up like a pheasant s tail Was be not subject and trusted 
officer to the great Doge of Venice, M Lord of Three Dghths of the 
Homan Empire ? • 

Look, laid his friend Malpiero, they are halting outside the 
Ca Polo palasxo Who can the) be? There is some disturbance. 
Sec, all arc coming to the windows and balconies. Now the) 1 have 
been allowed in Tis strange for such fellows to gain an admittance 
there, and to claim acquaintance with you I 
Indeed next day Venice was agog foe the rumour went round 
that these three foreigners were no less than the two brothers Polo 

The Doge a proudest title At that time 
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TO 

Maffeo and Nicolo, who, with Njcolo’s son, had returned from 
astounding adventures Some would believe it, but most would not 
Rumour told that it had been a long time before they had gained 
recognition in their own house Then v camc a further surprise 
All noble Venice was asked to a great entertainment at Polo palazxo 
to meet the returned wanderers 

That banquet was one which provided several generations of 
Venetians with food for amazement Those three who had alleged 
themselves to be the Polos, father, son, and uncle, performed a variety 
of astonishing and highly extravagant tricks Four times during the 
feast did they leave the hall, each time to exchange their costly 
robes for others more rich and extraordinary, and on every occasion 
they had these fine garments of velvet, damask and brocade ruth- 
lessly cut up and given away to the servants The guests all gaped 
at these antics They whispered among themselves that, although, 
admittedly, their hosts spoke with peculiar breign accents, they aid 
begin to recognize certain Polo features about them But when 
the lackeys had gone, the youngest of the three did that which set 
its seal on the “ Arabian Nights ” character of the entertainment 
From another room he brought in those stained and tattered garments 
which had won such suspicion and scorn from their one-time friends 
One by one he ripped up their manifold scams and welts; and out 
tumbled sparkling piles of diamonds, rubies, pearls, carbuncles and 
emeralds An emperor’s ransom was there in precious stones. The 
guests sat back and gasped 

Yes, they were in truth the enterprising Polos, come back to Venice 
after such travels and adventures as no man had ever had 
before Andrea Dandolo was quite convinced of it now, when 
he saw those dazzling heaps in ample proof. He rose from his scat 
and strode to Nicolo Polo, his old friend, whom he affectionately 
embraced 

And when the story got wind in Venice, straightway the 
whole city, gentle and simple, flocked to the house to embrace 
them, and to make much of them with every conceivable 
demonstration of affection and respect. On Messer Maffeo, who 
was the eldest, they conferred the honours of an office that 
was of great dignity in those days; while the young men came 
daily to visit and converse with the ever polite and gracious 
Messer Marco, and to ask him questions about Cathay and the 
great Can, all which he answered with such kindly courtesy that 
every man felt himself in a manner his debtor ” * 

* H Yule's, Ramusio's Marco Polo 
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The story he hid to tell was not set down until a few months 
later when Messer Dandolo set out with hu galleys to conquer the 
insolent Genoese. In the ensuing battle the Venetians were sotindh 
defeated, so that Marco Polo who had been given command of a 
ship, had plenty of time in prison to set out hb travels on paper 
And this he did with the aid of a certain honest hack (Marco 
hlrrndf was no willing penman) by name Rustichello, of Pan 

It seemed that in the year of our Lord 1260 the brothers Malfeo 
and Nicolo were engaged in commerce m Constantinople. Nicolo 
was married and had two sons the elder of whom Marco was 
at that date six years old A trading venture earned the two 
senior Polos up into the Crimea where they visited Sudak on the 
shores ol the black Sea From there they travelled on to the court 
of a Tartar prince named Barka khan famed for his liberality 
and courtesy, to whom they presented all the jewels that they 
had brought with them Thu was no more than a casting of bread 
on the waters, for, according to the charming custom of that time 
the khan immediately returned the compliment with a £ift worth 
twice as much. So pleased were the brother* with the khan and 
he with them that they stayed at his court for a year when he 
suddenly became engaged in war with another more powerful 
khan -nd was defeated By thu muhap ihc brothers were t^uite 
cut off from their wav of return and forced willy nflly to continue 
their journey eastwards. 

Thu Barka khan was a grandson of the tremendous Jenghu 
khan, all-conquenng leader of the Mongol hordes Jenghu who 
had mastered the whole of Ash from the China sea to the banks 
of the rushing Dnieper had set his four sons o\er the four divisions 
of hb empire Barka, the ruler of the Volga steppes, was now 
defeated by Hulagu another grandson whose portion had been all 
those countries which were included in the Levant And in far 
away kai Ping Fu, not far from Peking there sat on dedd Jenghu t 
throne hu direct successor kublal khan the Great khakan to 
whose court fate had decreed that the Polo brothers should now 
pursue their travels 

Leaving the friendly but unfortunate Tartars court, the Polos 
journeyed across a great desert until they came to Bokhara in Persia 
Bokhara was a fair and pleasant city enough, but here they found 
that, not only could they not go back, they could not go forward, 
either Wherefore they stayed at Bokhara for three long years 
at the end of which time came from the troubled west envoys of 
Hulagu on their way to the court of kublai Khan These envoys, 
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very astonished to find Europeans quartered so far from home, at 
once suggested that they should go on with them Kublai Khan, 
it appeared, had never seen any Latins and very much wanted to 
It seemed the only way of moving at all, so the two brothers complied 
After many months of travel, through countries whose perils 
and charms young Marco himself was to see, his father and uncle 
at last reached Kublai’s court They met with great welcome and 
honour Kublai questioned them at length about the rulers and 
customs of Europe, its forms of justice and methods of battle Most 
of all did he seem interested m their religion and in His Holiness 
the Pope The truth was that the Khakan desired a religion for 
his empire, and one which now might moderate the restless ferocity 
of those hordes who had helped his grandfather win it 
At last, well convmced of the merits of Christianity, the Great 
Khan decided to send an ambassador to Rome with the Polo brothers, 
begging the Pope to send to his country not less than “ an hundred 
men of learning thoroughly acquainted with the principles of the 
Christian religion, as well as with the seven sciences, and qualified 
to prove to the learned of his dominions, by just and fair argument, 
that the Faith professed by Christians is superior to, and founded 
upon more evident truth than any other.” * For their journey he 
gave them a tablet of gold, which instructed those of every country 
they must pass through to furnish them with all that they might 
require The three ambassadors set out but had not gone far before 
the Tartar officer fell sick and had to be left behind The brothers 
continued on, treated with great magnificence wherever they passed, 
and, after a journey of three years, arrived at Acre, where they 
learnt that the Pope to whom they were bound was dead. The 
Papal Legate informed them that they must wait now until another 
Pope had been elected. In the meantime they decided to visit their 
home in Venice, and there Nicolo discovered sadly that his wife, 
too, had died 

But the cardinals seemed unable to agree as to who should succeed 
the dead pontiff Two years passed, and still the brothers waited, 
until at last they decided that good faith compelled them to make 
their way back to Cathay They set out once more, undaunted 
by leaving their land and the wild, long journey ahead; and this 
time young Marco Polo went with them 

First they travelled back to Acre, where they obtained leave 
from the Legate to procure some oil from the lamp of the Holy 
Sepulchre to take to the Great Khan This was easily granted 

* Marsden's Marco Polo 
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(the Holy place* had not by then been cloved to the Christians by 
^racens), and the Legate also gave them letter* to Kublai, explaining 
the failure of thar minion Who know* what tremendous effect 
on hbtory the com erst on of the Great Khan s empire might have 
had? A* it was, after much delay, only two Dominican friars were 
despatched for China and these lost heart and turned back Kublai* 
interest turned from Roman Catholicism to buddhism and much 
of hi* territory came under the influence of the Tibetan lamas 

*karccly had the three Venetian* reached Lava* on the Gulf of 
Scanderoon when new* came that this very Legate at Acre had 
been elected Pope Gregory \ who desired them to come back to 
him at once. Thus in the end after a false »tart they began their 
journey with an answer to show that at least they hao fulfilled 
their mission, although, instead of a hundred with them went 
only the two Dominican*. At Lavas in Cilician Armenia the 
party Was threatened by the invading Saracen army of Bundukdar 
The Dominicans promptly deserted but the three Polos went on 
through Greater and Less Armenia which were now subject to the 
Tartar*. The nobles here, though valiant men of old had fallen 
<m days of degeneration They are poor creature* and good at 
nought, unless it be at booring they are great at that Mount 
Ararat still, reputedly, with Noah * Ark perched on top of it, stood 
In this eountnr and one might buy piece* of pitch from its timbers 
for amulets, though *now prevented any easy ascent 

Thence they passed through Georgia by the Caspian where 
Alexander was *atd to have cut off certain cannibal tribe* (including 
Gog and Magog) within a mountain barrier, by building a mightv 
tower the Iron Gate in the only defile that pierced it. Then 
Arabian Mosul and Kurdistan (inhabited by an evil generation 
whose delight it Is to plunder merchants ^ were crossca until they 
came to Baghdad which Hulagu had lately taken Hulagu seems 
to have had a certain sense of the fitness of thing*, which might be 
well applied to England of today When he had taken the city he 
found in the Caliph * tower an astounding collection of treasure. 

“ Why, Hulagu asked him " didst thou collect so vast j 
treasurer And having it, when thou h newest I came to attack thee 
why didst thou not use it, paying knights and soldier* to defend 
thydty? 

The Caliph had no answer to this so Hulagu inconunendy shut 
him up in his tower with his gold telling him he should have no 
other thine to eat but what he had loved so greatly The unlucky 
Caliph, who had not seen the equivalent necessity in his time of 
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“ guns before butter,” quickly declined, and died like a dog in 
four days on this diet The Tartars notorious delight in uncommon 
deaths for their foes seems very' often to have been tempered by their 
own peculiar, twisted humour. 

The travellers now crossed Iraq and entered Persia, land of the 
Three Magi and of the fire-worshippers These two matters of interest 
were closely connected, for the reason the Persians worshipped fire 
was as follows when the Magi presented their gifts of gold, incense 
and myrrh, the Chnst-child gave them back a little box. They rode 
off, wondering what was in it, but when they had gone a good way 
curiosity overcame them and they opened the box Inside was onlv 
a stone, intended to signify that their faith must be firm as a rock 
Its meaning was lost on the Magi, who threw the stone into a well 
Into that well straightway from heaven there descended a mighty 
fire, which gready amazed them, so that they took of the fire and 
carried it home to be worshipped So went the story then; and 
Parsees, Indian colonists from Persia, worship the sacred flames at 
thepresent day. 

Through a land of great plains with mountains on either hand 
they travelled onward Many birds and much game were here, and 
fine wild asses with reddish coats They came to Kerman, and 
ascended thence a great mountain, bitter with cold, for seven days 
before they went down the escarpment, and in two days more had 
reached Camadi on the edge of more vast plains in a sultry region 
Here grew abundance of excellent, fruits, some of them strange 
though none the less delightful to young Marco The sheep had tails 
so fat that they weighed up to thirty pounds, and the towns were 
walled in with high earthworks, for the country was greatly 
troubled by many banditti These bandits, named Caraonas, had 
mysterious powers of making the whole land grow dark, under 
cover of which they would attack Messer Marco himself narrowly 
escaped being caught by them, running hastily into a nearby village 
for shelter; but most of those who were with him were caught, some 
being sold and some put to death. These bandit tribes were 
Mongols, a leader of whom at that time penetrated and established 
himself in India Their smoke-screen tactics are explained by the 
fact that these turbulent horsemen often took advantage of sand- 
storms for their whirlwind attacks However, the travellers escaped 
them safcl), and so came at last to Hormuz, at the mouth of the 
Persian Gulf 

All this country had until recently been overshadowed by the 
unwelcome attentions of the notorious Old Man of the Mountains. 
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No sheikh or pnncc was safe from him, for his methods were both 
original and very effective. His enmity often meant death, not bv 
war, but by quiet elimination of whoever opposed his wishes He 
had perfected a truly remarkable system of personal warfare, from 
which every other consideration was excluded but the assassination of 
the offending chief. It was done thus in hu mountain stronghold 
of Alumat (the Eagle s Nest in northern Persia he had built 
himself a very strong fortress Enclosed in the walls of this fortress, 
but quite shut off from general inhabitants and garrison he had made 
a most glorious garden, exactly following out the description laid 
down by Mahommed of paradise Lovely trees flowers and fruit 
grew in this garden, ringing with song-birds, and little streams ran 
through its pleasant lawns, not with water onU but with wine or 
milk or honey Marvellously ornamented pavilions stood under its 
trees, and about them sported numbers 01 damsels with beautiful 
faces and graceful limbs, accomplished in music and singing and 

S ort that rejoices the heart ol man But a fortress guarded this 
m from all die world. No one could enter there but be whom 
lid Man permitted 

In the Old Min t court were a number of youths, all under twenty 
and selected for their inclination to warfare. These he regaled with 
stones ot Mahommed s paradise, until one day he would have a 
small number of among them drugged and, when they woke up, 
behold they found themselves thcrel 

And the ladies and damsels dallied with them to their hearts 
content, so that they had what young men would have and with 
their own good will they never would have quitted the place. * 

But the Old Man had other plans for them beside mere -dalliance. 
One bv one they were drugged once again and woke, finding them- 
selves hack in the castle. Then each would be taken, as required 
before the Old Man, to whom they would bow thinking he rivalled 
the prophet. 

Where have you come from? the Old Man asked solemnly, in 
front of all his following 

From paradise ! each young man exclaimed goingon to describe 
how marvellously It had fulfilled all his expectations. Thb, of course, 
made all those omen, who had not so far been sent there, exceedingly 
anxious to go Then the Old Man would wait until he saw me 
necessity of having some pnncc done away with, when he would tell 
one young man what to do, promising that when he came back his 
H Yu}« s Mmrco Polo t 
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angels should take him again to paradise Moreover, he said . If 
you arc'killcd, my angels shall still bear thee thither. So the young 
men went out on their missions, firmly determined upon success, 
and die Old Man of the Mountains grew more and more powerful 
and dreaded 

But Hulagu put an end to him and his idyllic garden, even as he 
had done with Barka Khan and the Caliph of Baghdad The fortress 
had fallen and die assassins been disbanded some sixteen years before 
Marco Polo passed through Persia However, the direct descendant 
of the famous Ishmachan Old Man still wins fame in the popular and 
law-abiding person of the Agha Khan today. 

The Polos had intended continuing their journey from Hormuz 
by sea. But something (Marco Polo docs not tell what) prevented 
them, so that they retraced their steps northward, passing dirough 
ancient Balkh and Sapurgan, where die boy was much taken with 
the excellent method of preparing and drying the melons of that 
country, which were “ sweeter than honey ” Their road grew 
rougher and rougher There were many deserts, and lions roared 
about them at night Balkh had been mercilessly treated by Jcnghis 
Khan Though it had yielded without resistance, its entire population 
was led out into die nearby plain, on die pretext of holding a census 
and there the Tartars massacred every one The city, too, had then 
been razed to the ground It was still in desolate ruins when Marco 
Polo passed through 

Fifteen days on was Talikan, where the people were mighty 
hunters, and drmkers, too, although they followed Mohammed, 
whose teaching forbids all wme-bibbing. But, Marco Polo explains, 
most backsliding Saracens evaded this stricture by boiling their wine, 
which m some way rendered it technically innocuous, though 
presumably it still withheld most of its alcohol content. These men 
wore long ropes round dieir scalps for headdress and clothed them- 
selves in nothing elsejbut the skins of the beasts they hunted Next 
in their way came Badakhshan, famous for its fine rubies, whose 
king was descended from Darius’ daughter and Alexander the Great 
Also, the people told Messer Marco, until recently they had had their 
horses descended from Alexander’s horse, Bucephalus, all of which 
had a particular mark on their foreheads The king’s uncle had kept 
them, until he had been executed for refusing to give the king any', 
upon which his widow had killed the whole herd in revenge 
They were passing now through highlands which he close above 
India, and Marco briefly describes for our benefit the states of 
“ Pashai ” (probably Udyana) and “’Keshimur” The Pashats are 
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pestilent people and craft), while those of keshimur are brown 
and lean but the women taking them as brunettes, arc very 
beautiful Thence they ascended the Panja or Upper Oxus to the 
great plateau of Pamir the Roof of the World, ^desolate and icy 
cold, where no European had ever been before them Here, to thar 
wonder, the) found a great lake crowded with midfowl (they were 
coming into the lands of the Buddhist lamas, where few wild things 
arc harmed) and marvellous pasture, and here they saw horns of that 
great sheep which toda) is called Ons Poll after Marco Polo himself 
Ilic huge curled horns of this monster sheep are each nearly fire feet 
long measured over the curses. The) were used by the shepherds for 
food bowls and for folds for thar cattle at night Wolves abounded 
up here. The) preyed on the herds of wild sheep so that the road 
wai lined with great piles of the bones and horns of thar pres 1 
gathered together by travellers to mark its u'ay under the snow It 
was so cold that no birds flew and the men s camp fire would neither 
bum brightly nor guc much heat in the rarefied air For forty days 
on they rode through a desolation where no green thing grew nor any 
man s house was seen 

Next they reached Kashgar, lying high up below' peaks and more 
snowclad peaks climbing aw-ay to the north. Marco Polo digresses 
on Samarkand (of the golden road the haven of Flecker s caravan) 
but he did not suit it then though his father and unde had done so 
Then on to Yarkand whose people were troubled b) goitres, and 
khotan whence they came to Pima, where the custom was that if 
any man svent on a journey his wife might marry again if he did not 
return to lvcr by the twentieth day an encouragement to polyandry 
not uncommon In such londy regions w here women were few' The)’ 
were now in the Great khan s country Soon they entered Lob, by 
the great lake of that name, where all men rested a week before 
beginning the crossing of the Great Gobi Desert. 

The desert was all composed of hills and valleys of sand. Food 
for a month for beasts and men must be taken by any who crossed it. 
Water was found there every few days journey but nothing else — 
no grass or any wild beasts, though as they rooc day after day they 
could hear strange voices and music. Sometimes it seemed that a 
great cavalcade moved beside them, and drums seemed to fill the air 
wuh a deep mystk rhythm These sounds were said to be caused 
by goblins or spirits If a man lagged behind they would very soon 
lead him astray Travellers of days immemorial had told or these 
wonders, and Marco heard them himself Fancy the high thin air 
and the desolation doubtless all played their part in the phenomena 
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Thirty days on, over this desert of sand, they came to the city of 
Sachiu in the province of Tangut Here were idolaters, Saracens and 
Nestonan Christians The Great Khan had Christians, thus, not 
very far from his gates, but their form of religion had grown so 
debased that it had quite failed to impress him The idolaters 
worshipped an image, which they swore ate the flesh of sheep that 
they set before it; mough Marco, young as he was, would scarcely 
give credence to this! Also they kept for a very long time before 
burial the bodies of those who had died, setting a table before them 
and giving them food every day 

And now at long last, after nearly three years’ travel, the travellers 
saw the Great Wall of China before them Their next halting 
place, ten days on from Sachiu, lay in its very shadow, within its 
extreme north-western corner This was a stronghold of Buddhism, 
where the people were ruled by a faith that was kindly and wise So 
they went on, through fertile lands and through deserts where nought 
but the wild asses ran, until Karakorum stood in their way, a city 
three miles in compass 

Karakorum had been until lately the governing scat of the Great 
Khans When the wild, nomad days of the “ Golden Horde ” were 
over, and whole kingdoms, denuded of their former population, 
had been divided among the four sons of Jenghis Khan, the Tartar 
Khakan’s palace had been established at Karakorum Rubruquis, 
a Christian monk who visited there, describes the Great Khan’s state 
his palace was 

surrounded by brick walls . Its southern side had 
three doors Its central hall was like a church, and consisted of a 
nave and two aisles, separated by columns Here the court sat on 
great occasions In front of the throne was placed a silver tree, 
havmg at its base four lions, from whose mouths there spouted 
into four silver basms wme, kumiss, hydromel and terasinc At 
the top of the tree a silver angel sounded a trumpet when the 
reservoirs that supplied the four fountains wanted replenishing ”* 

But all this glory had been moved to Kai Pmg Fu near Peking, 
whither the travellers must continue their way to the Khakan’s palace. 

While they journey on through China, Marco Polo relates the 
manners and customs of the Tartar people Some of his history is 
rather confused, as when he speaks of Prester John and his great war 
with Jenghis Khan Prester John', the fabulous Christian monarch of 

* Encyclopadt p Bntanmca 
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the East, was in the twelfth century reputed by some to have ha 
empire “ somewhere In Asa ’* while others took him to be the King 
of Abyssinia In fact, the foe against whom Jcnphis Khan fought 
his tremendous and victorious batik was a certain Aung Khan a 
mighty and rival Khan to Jcnghis Marco tells of the funeral journey 
of many day* to the Khtngan Mountains where the Tartar emperors 
were bunco, and how all whom the cortege met on its way were put 
to the sword with the words Go wait upon your Lord w the other 
nvrld / And how at the burial many hones slaves, young men 
and beautiful maidens were slain so as to be with their master in the 
next world. Herodotus has written of that lonely, terrible tomb of the 
Tartar rulers, with a guarding circle of young dead warriors nding 
on slaughtered charccrs around thar emperor 
The Tartars dwelt in circular huts made of felt. They were most 
hardy travelling always on horseback, living on flesh of all kinds and 
the milk of thar mares. If a Tartar found himself without food, he 
would suck the blood of his horse. They drank ^ umtz — sour milk 
kept in horse-hide iars until it fermented Their method of warfare 
was curious, for all wxrc mounted and would gallop wheeling and 
turning hither and thither before the confused enemy, at the same 
time showering arrows from their bows They never came into 
direct action for if thar foe advanced they galloped off still firing 
over their shoulders Then suddenly the) would swinp round 
re form and charge once more So they won many victories 
Even at that date China and Chinese manners had absorbed many 
of the Tartars, changing their characteristics, w'hilc those who had 
penetrated westward and were governed b) Hulagu had fallen under 
Moslem influence. The Tartars had their own virtues They were 
moral and possessed a code of justice. One curious custom of theirs 
was that u a young man belonging to one family died and the girl 
belonging to another family died too, the two families would often 
M many their dead children, and thenceforth, through this new 
relationship comfort and help one another 
As the Polos went farther east and south they found themselves 
coming among the true Chinese The people, who are Idolaters, are 
fat folks with littk noses and black hair, and no beard, except a few 
hairs on the upper Up The women, too, have very smooth and white 
skim and in every respect are pretty creatures They encountered 
wonderful pheasants, great as peacocks, and wild cattle, yaks, with 
long black hair and silky tails which were the emblem of royalty 
throughout India. They travelled down, often within sight of the 
Great Wall with its many towers, sliding like a vast dragon over hill 



and dale, until they came, at the end o£ three years and a half since 
leaving Venice, to Xanadu, city of Kublai Khan 

In Xanadu did Kublai Khan 

A stately pleasure dome decree 

Where Alph, the sacred river, ran. 

By caverns measureless to man, 

Down to a sunless sea * v 

Round the huge palace a wall was built, enclosing several miles of 
game-filled forest The Khakan kept his hunting falcons here, and 
often rode about himself with a hunting leopard on his horse’s 
crupper, which he would send after game. In the forest’s centre was 
a fine palace, built entirely of gilt bamboo for easy transport from 
one forest to another 

The Great Khan kept for his personal and family use a dairy herd 
of more than ten thousand pure white horses and mares When these 
mares travelled across country, every one, even the greatest lord, 
must give them right of way They were treated with very great 
honour One tribe only were allowed the privilege of drinking milk 
from these mares, and they were the Oirad, who had assisted Jenghis 
in his victory over Aung Khan 

Fine weather was always assured at the Khakan’s palace by the 
charms of certain magicians whom he kept there These came chiefly 
from Tibet, land of black magic, as it was also of the pious lamaseries 
They fed on the flesh of executed criminals when they could get it 
They dwelt in vast hostels, and entertained the Great Khan at his 
feasts, having his wine cup brought to him without mortal handling 
and performing such famous feats as those of the growing mango 
tree and the Indian rope trick Ibn Batuta, the famous Arabian 
traveller, who visited China not many years after Marco Polo, tells 
of seeing this much discussed trick performed in a palace courtyard 
A rope was thrown up m the air, where it stood straight up, disappear- 
ing into the sky. The conjurer told his boy to climb, which he did, 
disappearing too The conjurer called him several 'times, but, receiv- 
ing no reply, seemed to fly into a temper and, gripping a knife in 
his teeth, went swarming up the rope after him He climbed out of 
sight, but presently down from the sky came raining fragments of 
humanity arms and legs and pieces of torso, until all the .bits of 
the errant assistant lay scattered about on the ground Down came 
the sorcerer again, all covered with blood He saluted the Khan, 
assembled die pieces of body, gave them a kick, and, behold, the boy 
jumped *o his feet, as healthy as ever! 

* Colendge 
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All this auonubcd me beyond measure [writes Ibn Batuta] 
and I had an atiarl of palpitation Idc that which overcame me 
once before In the presence of the Sultan of India when he showed 
me something of the same kind The) ga\ c me a cordial, however, 
whtchvmred the attach The kazi Afkharruddiri was next to me, 
and quoth he. Wallah 1 tis my opinion there has been neither 
going up nor coming down neither marring nor mending, tis 
all hocus pocu si * 

As for the Great khan himself he was an imposing person with 
a complexion white and red, eyes M black and fine and a 
“becoming amount of flesh He possessed four wives but had 
other consolations, such as a hundred of the most lovely maidens 
every year from a certain tribe whose women were famed for their 
beauty These damsels were placed in charge of a number of old 
ladies who made the girls sleep with them ' to ascertain if they hast 
i sweet breath (and do not snore) and arc sound m all their limbs. 

Those who were passed for duty were sent sue at a time in three-day 
shifts to the khakan M to wait on him when he »s in his chamber 
i and when he is in hu bed, to serve him in any way and to be entirely 
| at hu orders ” 

S For die first three months of each year the Great khan lived in his 

palace in the capital of Cathay named Cambaluc (Peking) Thu 
' palace was surrounded by four w alls of one mile each, at every comer 
and midway down each wall were fortified towers in which were 
I stored his war harness. Inside the outer wall was an inner also with 
towers, and in the centre of all was the palace. The palace had no 
} upper storey but was itself raised several feet from the ground, with 

! marble terr a ce s round « Its walls were high covered with silver 

i and cold and designs of dragons, beasts, and buds Six thousand 

k people could dine in its banqueting hall The roof was covered with 

* find) glazed ulcs of many brilliant colours, yellow and green and 

| blue, flashing and shining like crystal 

Peking itself was twenty four miles round, with twelve gates with a 
f palace over each gate. Twelve thousand mounted knights were kept 
by the Great khan for hu personal guard and state, three thousand of 
[ whom were always on duty about the palace. When the Great Khan 
held feasts, the treasure brought forth in gold cups, plates, and wine 
jars astounded all who observed il Hu barons ' moved up and 
1 down the hall seeing his guests were well served while two giants 

/ stood by each door to see that do one placed hu foot on its threshold 

1 II YnJe a J /im. Polo 
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If any one did commit this social offence, he was straightway stripped 
and not given back his clothes till he paid a forfeit Or, if he did not 
care to be robbed of his robes, he was given a certain number of 
blows instead When the Great Khan drank c\cry one fell on their 
knees, whilst the musical instruments burst out playing.^ The most 
magnificent feast of all was, of course, held on Kublai s birthday 
His nobles wore wonderful dresses with girdles of gold, and these 
dresses for every occasion were presented to them by the Great Khan 
thirteen times in the year. On New Year’s Day, also, a feast was 
celebrated, when the Great Khan’s elephants, five thousand in 
number, were paraded before him in state, together with vast herds 
of camels 

Now, when Marco Polo, his uncle and father arrived at Kai Ping 
Fu, Kublai greeted them with pleasure and honour, well pleased with 
the messages from the Pope (although they brought no friars) and 
with the oil from the Sepulchre 

“Who is this?” he asked when his eyes fell on Marco, who by 
now was a fine young man of about one and twenty. 

“ Sire,” answered Nicolo Polo, “ ’tas my son and your liegeman.” 

“ Welcome is he tbo,” then quoth the Great Khan 
A splendid feast was celebrated in their honour, and there they 
stayed at'Kublai’s court As the months passed, young Marco began 
to display wonderful ability in learning the customs and tongues of 
the Tartars He could even write four of their languages Also he ~ 
seemed discreet and prudent, so that the Great Khan singled him out 
for notice and thought very highly of him In order to test him he 
sent him out on a mission to a province six months’ journey away. , 
Marco had noticed that, whenever the Khakan’s envoys returned 
- to the palace from different parts of the world, he would show far 
more mterest in the places and peoples they had seen than in their 
success or failure on their mission Kublai grew very impatient and 
disappomted when such ambassadors returned with no clear account 
of the wonders of those far countries to which he had sent them 
Therefore young Marco Polo, who was no fool, set himself to pick 
up any interesting knowledge that was to be gathered m the places 
through which he passed, and with such he regaled his master on 
his return Kublai Khan was delighted with the boy’s observation, 
while those who stood round him remarked “ If this young man 
live, he will assuredly come to be a person of great worm and 
ability So it came about that Marco Polo was sent on one important 

mission/ after another to the uttermost ends and beyond the Great 
Khan s empire, even as far as the many islands of the Indian seas and 
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the great state of India itself In this vva) not only did he obtain 
knowledge of remote and various places but all the time he, together 
with his father and uncle, assembled riches. Seventeen years passed 
thus. The Venetians began to feel the call of their homeland Several 
times they applied to the khakan for leave to return but he would 
not permit them to go. They felt a little anxious too, for, besides the 
long hazardous journev, they feared that old kublai might die, and 
knew not what would be their fate at his death 

Then fortune was kind to them. Arghun Khan of Persia, Kublai s 
great nephew, lost his favourite wife, who had made him promise be 
would not replace her except by a Tartar lady of the noble tribe of 
Bayaut. Therefore he sent envoys to kublai khan seeking for such 
a bndc. kublai khan found him a damsel, one Kukadnn, of no 
more than seventeen years The overland journey back was made 
dangerous by war, so the returning envoys decided to travel by sea. 
Tartars were anything but a seafaring race They begged the 
Venetians to accompany them and give them the benefit of their 
experience. Here was an opportunity for escape with their treasure 
from the court of the moribund khan I This time the Polos 
application was backed up strongly by that of the Persian ambassadors 
Ultimately the old despot consented grudgingly but then the 
decision made, bestowed on them numerous gifts, and had every 
preparation made for their comfort at sea. Kublai entrusted the 
Polos with numerous messages of friendship to all the crowned heads 
of Europe, including the king of England At last, after much 
customary Oriental delay they set sail with the lady from the port 
of Chind heu at the beginning of 1292. 

Thirteen vessels sailed, and after three months sailing came to 
anchor off Sumatra Here the passengers bnded to wait for some 
months, for favourable odes and winds. Marco Polo by now an 
accomplished travel memonzer (even though the actual writing had 
to wait unul he was put into prison) notes some interesting facts 
about this great island In his lively fashion he tells how the 
country consisted of eight kingdoms and eight crowned kings Most 
of its inhabitants had been converted to Mohammedanism by Arab 
traders, who have sailed and settled in Eastern seas since immemorial 
tunes. The hill people (Bataks from whom we derive the pretty 
craft of that name) were cannibals then even as they are today 
The country held wild elephants and numerous unicorns, says Marco 
Polo, which were, of course, Sumatran rhinoceros Unicorns did not 
do any harm with thar horn indeed they were gentle, and might be 
quite easily caught iri the lap of a virgin " But the dangerous thi n g, 
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that which had to be very carefully looked to when these beasts 
were enraged, was their tongue, which was covered all over with 
long and strong prickles (and when savage with any one they crush 
him under their knees and then rasp him with their tongue) ” 
Sumatra, in addition to many real curiosities, had even at that 
early date a traffic in bogus souvenirs for tourists who came from 
Europe Under pretence of selling them a real, stuffed pygmy man, 
they caught little monkeys, pulled out all their hair except their 
beards, dried them, stuffed them, and rubbed saffron into their 
skin “ But you see it is all a cheat,” says Marco Polo, “ for nowhere 
in India nor anywhere else in the world were there ever men so small 
as these pretended pygmies ” 

To keep off the cannibals, Marco Polo set the men from the ships, 
about two thousand, to dig trenches and set up barricades of timber 
at the place where they landed These cannibals made it their habit 
to eat any prisoners taken m war, besides all those who died a 
natural death Of these last, by custom, they would not leave a single 
particle unconsumed Other oddities in this island included a tribe 
of men with tails These, Marco Polo heard, dwelt in the state of 
Sumatra near Achin He calls them “ a kind of wild man,” and, 
indeed, the native name “ orang titan ” does mean “ jungle man ” 
By way of the remote Nicobars and Andamans, islands of dog- 
headed men, the junks sailed westward, huge lateen sails catching 
the north-east monsoon winds, until, calling several times at India, 
they came to their haven in Persia They found Arghun Khan had 
died two years before His prospective bride had no one to marry, 
until the dead man’s nephew, Ghazan, son of the new ruling Khan, 
offered himself m his uncle’s place Arghun Khan had been a 
person of considerable presence, while Ghazan was not striking at all; 
but he was much younger than the deceased Khan, and a man of 
great valour and very numerous virtues The little prmcess from 
Tartary did not have such a hard fate, yet she wept on leaving the 
three Venetians, of whom she had grown very fond 
So they went onward to Venice, and at Venice befell what was 
told at this story’s beginning Marco Polo’s imprisonment was not 
long Peace was declared between Venice and Genoa after but one 
year (long enough, however, for him to have his travels put down on 
paper), and he returned to his Venetian palace There his great wealth 
and his stones of fabulous treasure in the far land of Cathay won 
him the nickname by which he was best known m Italy — that of 
Marco Mtlhoni 
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By 

SIR PETER CHALMERS MITCHELL 

“T am beginning this chapter at Mabga in September 1936 My 
I house and its terraced garden and just below them a house ana 
-'■garden occupied by a heuttnant in the Spanish army arc tucked 
Into the south face of a hill The hill is a knob projecting nearly 
from the middle of a unde crescent of hills whose points are 
separated by the blue Mediterranean about half a mile away To 
the right ns I face the sea a deep and steep gor^e, from fifty to a 
hundred yards across, separates me from the Camino Nuevo, a 
highroad winding up the hill from the Caletn a mam street with 
tramways, running parallel with the sea and on my left a narrower 
gorge separates me from the palm-lined avenue winding up to the 
mansion of the B s a wealthy Spanish family Nearer the sea, 
on the slopes of the cast limb of the crescent are the mansions and 
villas of the Llmonar the fashionable eastern suburb of Malaga. 
Behind the high western part of the crescent lies the mam part of 
the town 

As I look up from my typewriter the garden seems more bril- 
liant than ever before. Under the vivid light are a group of 
splendid zinnias which would make a feature m a London snow 
there are branching sunflowers twelve feet high scarlet cannas and 
hibiscus, the pale long trumpets of datura, sky-blue convolvulus 
with blossoms three inches across, white convolvulus even larger 
bushes of plumbago, roses of all colours The heavy scent 0/ 
lasmine fills the air, and down below are trees bent under then 
loads of green lemons, black figs or mahogany-coloured locust 

S ds, and scarlet pomegranates stand out stiffly like gigantic haws. 

n the shady side of the house five of my guests, the grandmother 
a Spanish widow, English born and seventy six years old, the 
toother Dona Mercedes, and three daughters of from sixteen to 
fourteen years old are in deck chairs working and chatting Betide 
me the babies, little girls of six and four in white bathing 

g »wns, arc splashing and gurgling in a marble fountain pond, just 
g enough to hold them And fifty yards away on the e^ge of 
the Camino Nuevo there lies the huddled body of a stout young 
man in a silken singlet, pyjama trousers and velvet slippers 
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dragged from his concealment last night, brought here in a car. 
thrown out on the road and shot, and now lying surrounded by 
perhaps a dozen men, women and children, who, their curiosity 
satisfied, move off to be replaced by others This morning at half- 
past five and at a quarter to seven there were air raids, bombs 
rattled our windows and shrapnel dropped near us from the defence 
guns In the hospitals there arc the dead and mutilated bodies of 
men, women and children At noon some sixty prisoners were 
taken to the cemetery from the provincial prison, shot, and laid in 
rows in a trench, and now, less than two miles away, the trench 
is being filled in. It may be covering the body of Don Thomas, the 
husband of Dona Mercedes and the father of the girls, and it 
may be days yet before I contrive to get news of his fate from the 
pnson 

We have found that an agitated day is often followed by a quiet 
evening Presently we shall have tea sitting round my outdoor 
dining-table, and then the babies will have a donkey ride up and 
down the garden paths, after which they will go reluctantly and 
clamorously to bed About eight-thirty the rest of us tidy, and at 
nine we have dinner, also in the open air a cup of soup, an egg, 
or a small piece of fish, a spoonful of custard, white wine and 
water and biscuits We have our routine family jokes over the 
selecuon of biscuits, and then we sit under the stars until after 
eleven. But our gaiety on quiet evenings and through the quiet 
days that sometimes come is a skin over fear We know all the 
noises now, and what to do, as. we are a well-regulated household. 
When a red-flagged or black-and-red-flagged car takes its armed 
passengers up the avenue to the B s’ house, I have to hurry across 
to see what is ado If there is the sudden stoppage of a car in the 
Camino Nuevo followed by shouts, a splutter of shots and a final 
coup dc grdcc, we have to sit stall and hope that it does not concern 
one of our friends If it is the hum of an aeroplane, we can take 
no precautions against a bomb making a bull’s eye on our flimsy 
house, but if we take reasonable shelter from stray shrapnel we 
can see what we will of the circling planes, and the shells bursting 
round them Even old Maria, my cook housekeeper, who at first 
got under her mattress, now takes stealthy peeps at the sky 1 But 
day by day we hear rumours of the rebels getting closer for their 
final attack on Malaga, and we do not know what will happen when 
“ D cn mged town goes mad, and have a very good idea of what will 
happen when the rebels, headed by Moors and soli more savage 
)oung Fascist gentlemen, batter their way in Certainly I do not 
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know where or if ever I shall finish thus chapter A* a shelterer of 
Rights, I am compromised here as a passionate Red " I am jn 
no mood to make the Fascist salute. 

The rebellion which became the present civil war began here on 
Saturday afternoon July iB 1 know now that it was a plot arranged 
by the ha so its, the army and tlw navy, with the support and con- 
nivance of the leading Monarchists, and with the sympathy and in 
most cates foreknowledge of the Church and of most of the 
Rights, It had been arranged for a date in June, then postponed 
untila date in August and then after the assassination on July 13 of 
Carlo Sotelo, the Fascist Monarchist who was to be the head 
hurriedly fixed for July 18 All the Rights knew the day and 
many of them had arranged that their families, their money and 
often themselves should other have left Spain or be in a place from 
which they might make a burned escape to safety if things went 
wrong Proceedings were to begin by the army declaring a state 
of military bw on Saturday afternoon or Sunday in all the leading 
towns from Tetuan in Morocco to Barcelona and Madrid 

Here in Mabga the outbreak took most of us b\ surprise For 
some weeks the town had been uneasy There had been transport 
strikes, ttnkcs of farm workers ttril.es of masons, strikes of shop 
assistants But we had attributed these to the delay of the govern- 
ment in getting going with the measures which the victory of the 
Popular Front had made possible Early in July I wished to make 
some arrangements for autumn m particubr whether or not to 
advise two delicate bdics to carry out or to postpone an autumn 
visit to my house. I wrote to my friend Ramon Sender, the author 
of Seven Red Sundays and deep in the counsels of the more extreme 
Left. He replied saying that certainly before long the army, the 
Fascists, the Monarchists and the Church would make a final and 
bloody effort to crush the people, but that he had taken a cottage 
in the high Somosierra for the autumn, and he muted me to lead 
the simple life there with him his wife and his two babies. A 
week ago he was in the trenches defending Madrid, if still alive 
be 11 certainly leading the simple life. 

On the Saturday afternoon (July 18) I had finished my writing 
for the day about four o clock, and thought of going to a favourite 
little bay ten miles off to bathe. But it was hot, 1 was bxy the 
gardener-chauffeur had the afternoon off and I shied at the bother 
of taking the car out of the garage myself. It was a luckv laziness, 
for on my way back I should have plunged into the thick of the 
fighting and at least should have had my car turned erver and 
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burned But 1 settled in the garden with a novel, and suddenly, 
soon after five o’clock, was startled by heavy rifle firing apparently 
in Malaga My neighbour, an army lieutenant, with others had 
led troops to the civil governor and had demanded the proclamation 
of martial law The governor refused, the Guardia dc Asaltos took 
the side of the people and a street fight began The soldiers were 
beaten, the officers taken prisoners, and the governor ordered the 
Guardia Civil, a force which in other towns generally took the 
rebel side, to be confined to barracks He allowed the workers’ 
organizations — and indeed he could not have prevented it — to be 
armed The rebels had failed m getting military law; they got 
mob law 

The details I only knew a few days later. But on that afternoon 
the firing gradually died down, and columns of smoke, turning 
into columns of fire as evening fell, rose high in the air over the 
hill separating me from west Malaga After dinner I sat on the 
terrace until long after midnight and watched the flames, with 
tumult and occasional bursts of firing, creep along the sea front 
until between me and the sea some houses were blazing There 
was nothing to be done except to go to bed, leaving clothing 
arranged so that I could dress in a hurry Next morning the 
western and the southern sky were black with rolling clouds, houses 
were blazing in the Limonar in full view, and from time to time 
there were crashes as floors fell in and sent up a column of sparks 
The fresh air reeked of smoke 

After coffee I went up to my garage, in quest of a little Union 
Jack which I had used during the transport strike, but failing to 
find it, crossed the Camino Nuevo and went to die chauffeur^ whom 
1 dragged reluctantly out to find the flag, after which he scampered 
back like a rabbit to his hole Returning, I found Pepe, who is 
of sterner stuff, watering my roses and pomsettias, but with a 
message from the B s Almost at once Dona Mercedes and her 
oldest daughter came up my garden path The mansions of their 
relatives in the Limonar were ablaze, it seemed as if their turn 
would come next Could I give shelter if necessary? I showed 
them the accommodation, and then went part of the way back with 
them Half an hour later I remembered the shop-strike and the 
deficiencies of my larder, 'and was hurrying down the garden to 
warn my guests to bring food with them should they come, when 
1 met a procession straggling down the steep path from the B s’ 
house to the watercourse, across it, and up my garden path First 
two maids with huge bundles, then three tall daughters, the two 



T SA* Tilt srvsisn C I N I L WAR 39 

babies Dona Marta the grand mol her, a nursery governess Don 
Tomas and Dona Mercedes each carrying what they could 

We chatted in the sab making acquaintance as I did not know 
the fnmdy before, and then discussed now to stow away people for 
the night. My guests insisted that I should keep my own bcuroom 
dressing room and bathroom opening oft the tab The three small 
rooms and bathroom upstairs were allotted to the babies and their 
nurse, and the grandmother The three older girls were provided 
with mattresses, pillows, etc., on the carpet in the tala and their 
mother with a sofa couch in the same room (an arrangement which 
lasted until September 8) a bed rather like a large cradle was 
made up for Don Tomas in my study By some miraculous 
squeezing, my Mam and Lola found room for the new maids in 
the kitchen and servants bedroom 

The remainder of the day and the evening were rather miserable 
The flames came nearer and nearer and from the afternoon till 
long after it was too dark to do anything but listen old men 
women and children in an endless procession, hurried up ihc little 
lane by the foot of my garden towards the Camino Nuevo laden 
with spoil of all kinds, furniture under which they staggered piles 
01 clothing books, any portable plunder But we all slept well 
On the Monday morning the stream of plunderers was still 
active, houses still smouldered and crashed but there seemed to be 
no new fires, and the B s house was still untouched Flagged cars 
with armed men dashed up and down the road About the middle 
of the morning one of these red-and black flagged cars went up the 
B.s avenue and halted bellowing at the inner entrance gates. 
Presently we heard the gates bang opened and the car going up 
towards the house I offered to cross to see what could dc aonc 
Not knmvjjjg the temper of the m voders, J look care to go a bide 
way round so that I could come straight up the n\cnuc towards 
than instead of risking taking them by surprise Two men, on 
guard at the gates, pointed revolvers at me. I weaved in a more 
airy w-ay than I felt, took out a cigarette, asked for a light, which 
they gave me at once, and then took cigarettes from me very 
amiably Then we talked my bad Spanish helping me, as they 
saw at once that I was not an armed Tascist One of them walked 
up with me to the garage doors which they had broken open 
Again the pointing of revolvers, but my companion clapped me 
on the shoulder and all was well They liad coroe for the cars 
l sakl at once that I could not stop tliem but would they leave 
the house alone? They agreed, and tool off the cars, leaving a 
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notice on the gates that the cars had been taken and that the house 
was to be respected It was my first introduction to these armed 
men, and I found then the success of the cigarette-light technique in 
breaking the ice! 

Meantime my gatekeeper’s cottage and the gardener’s cottage 
had filled up with refugees, chiefly people from houses near those 
that had been burnt, and all friends or acquaintances of my servants 
but among them came an umnvited priest in shirt and black trousers 
whom no one knew In the evening when I went to sec how they 
were all faring, everyone except the priest was most appreciative 
and grateful, but the priest grumbled to me about his food, and of 
his having had to sleep on the floor with a dentist. Next morning he 
had quite outstayed his welcome and a deputation of the other 
refugees came to me to ask that I should tell him to go, as he was a 
compromise and a discomfort to everyone Afterwards 1 heard from 
one of the 500 odd prisoners that amongst them were sixty priests 
who did nothing except rave and grumble, except one young Jesuit, 
certainly m the gravest danger, who spent all his time consoling 
and encouraging the lay prisoners Through him, also, I received 
farewell letters from a number of rebel officers before they were 
tried and shot, to be sent on when it might be possible 

After a quiet night, there seemed nothing new on Tuesday 
morning Soon after 9am, Don Tomas and I went across to 
his house and phoned some wires to London and elsewhere On 
the way back we were stopped by an armed gang not in uniform 
who searched Don Tomas for weapons, but quite civilly, and 
refused to search me as being English Later in the morning 
another gang came to search the house, which they did rather 
casually, but with extreme care to see that either Don Tomas or I 
was watching when each cupboard or drawer was opened They 
had bitter experience of the police methods of “ planting ” evidence 
m houses they were searching, and they, luce all subsequent 
searchers, were anxious for us to recognize that their work was 
. being honestly done 

After luncheon, things seemed quieter except for cars dashing 
about, and I went down to the consul’s house in quest of news 
But there was no answer to my ringing and I went on to the mam 
Caleta road There were no trams or buses, and so I held up 7 a 
car already full of armed men and asked to be taken into Malaga 
At once they made room for me, two of the men climbing on to the 
roof. They were m high mints, told me that all was overhand 
that I might go about as 1 pleased in complete safety At the 
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consulate I found little news, Chasold, the acting consul, was 
already deeply engaged with British subjects demanding immediate 
protection tor themselves and their property! Let me record that 
all through the troubles Clitsold behaved with valour discretion 
and resource, and showed a marvellous patience over the impossible 
requests or even demands which were made. Then I wandered 
round the town one of many spectators of the burnt houses, 
spectators curious and even a little sad at seeing the devastation But 
the atmosphere was one of relief c\cn of gaiety The trams began 
to run, shops were opening, a friendly Saludl was more than 
a sufficient password for the armed men and women in groups of 
three and four, and for the more orderly patrols that were m 
cxLtcncc Any one who was not a furtive armed Fascist was in 
friendly safety The civil governor drove in an open car through 
the town, bang cheered everywhere, and making romantic speeches 
about the new Spain that was to arise from the ashes.' The 
rebellion had been put down the rebels had had their lesson, and 
all was well. None of the perversions of fact that have left Spam 
was mom fantastic than that Malaga was in the hands of the 
Communists. All was quiet that nignt and on Wednesday morn 
ing but early in the afternoon another search party arrived at the 
house. Don Tomas and I went across, and sent back the porter 
for Dona Mercedes and the keys, whilst we sat on the steps of 
the lodge chatting with the armed group one of whom was very 
proud of an English magazine revolver The search over, we 
parted excellent mends, and by six m the afternoon things seemed 
so quiet that the B j returned to their house 

But things were not quiet. The town had discovered that the 
outbreak in Malaga had been part of a scheme for Spanish Morocco 
and all Spain and that in many towns the rebellion had been 
successful, with a consequent slaughter of members of the various 
proletarian committee*. From that day through all the tense 
following weeks, as the war sw-ayed as aeroplanes began to be 
used, as Quapo de Llano belched out from the Seville radio bis 
jeers and threats, t)ie temper of the town rose. Our troubles began 
early on the Thursday morning About six o clock Maria knocked 
at my door rather in a twitter saying that some men had come 
in a car to search my house but that they would wait until I got 
up I found the usual group of five or six young men armed with 
rifles and revolvers, ana asked Mona to trie them upstairs, after 
which they came to mv study casually opened a drawer or two m 
my desk, passed through the sola to my bedroom and were satisfied 
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They had been up all night and were tired, I gave them coffee, 
biscuits and cigarettes, and told them that they had no business to 
search an English house They agreed and at once got busy putting 
my small Union Jack in a more conspicuous place over the gate 
Then we shook hands But before long they came back and went 
, next door to the house of my neighbour, the heutenant who had 
led the troops demanding marital law The leader hurried up my 
steps “The teniente is in jail, his family has gone, and -there 
is only the wife of his servant; please come with us ” I was sorry 
that I accepted, for within a few minutes, in addition to revolvers 
which might have been an army man’s “ spares,” four hand- 
grenades were found under some shirts The chief looked at me, 
and said, “Very serious!” “Yes,” I said, “but I am not going 
to mix myself up in this ” “Claro'” he replied, and went to the 
telephone and then called his men out into the garden In about 
twenty minutes another car with uniformed men and a lorry 
arrived The leader got out, came up to me, shook hands and said, 
“ This is our job, good-bye,” the “ good-bye ” in English with a 
grin They were over an hour in the house, and I heard much 
hammering and wrenching of planks, and die noise of things being 
thrown into the lorry In about an hour they went off, leaving 
a guard 

Meantime I had shaved and dressed and was typing in my study 
when I heard shouting and general clamour over at the B s’ house 
I hurried across and found an excited crowd, armed men, women 
with revolvers, odd women, and a few asaltos in the courtyard and 
entrance hall They told me that a machine-gun had been found 
in the house I said “ Nonsense,” and tried to push through to 
the inner hall where I could just see the grandmother and the five 
girls sitting m a sad row on two couches I went up to the asalto in 1 
charge who seemed anxious lest the crowd should get out of hand. 
He ordered me to be searched, to which I agreed smiling, and then 
let me pass through O' - course there was no machine-gun, but 
there was a large royalist flag and a sporting rifle (registered, but 
foolishly hidden in a lmen-drawer) Don Tomas and Dona 
Mercedes, collected, but frightened, were standing in the middle 
of an excited, gesticulating group / 

Before long the situation cleared Some servants, led by a 
woman who had been employed two days a week for ironing, 
and who was a bitter Communist, had made the machine-gun 
accusation, which had fallen down Two or three of the men who 
had searched my house before breakfast recognized me and came 





t:?' 


;4Cf * ■ 


fa 








•*vj» ; 


ly 


|< 


4&< * 


& 


iHd 








r$ 




i x A * >. 


*. .* 


IP 


i 


W| 


V V.*N 


^ v *. 


THE WAR IN MALAGA 

(T op) A mixed band of militia matching through Malaga against 
General Franco s forces (Bottom ) A Red mob in Malaga attaching 

a building 


I SAW THE SPANISH CIVIL WAK 33 

out of the crowd to hdp me. Parley*. The royalist flag and the 
sporting gun were bad, Don Tomas must be taken to the civil 
governor s for examination, but a guard would be put on the 
bouse, and the two ladies and the five girls might go to my house 
peaceably, indeed as it was a rough walk, they would drive them 
round a tuggetuon at which the old lady nearly fainted. But 
Dona Mercedes insisted on going with her husband and off they 
went in a flagged car followed by two others and a disappointed 
crowd, leaving the old lady and the five girl* m my charge. We 
got their packages together, the guards helping and back we went 
with the two maids, down the steep path and up my garden a 
melancholy procession. 

My guests were afraid to be left, 1 was afraid to leave them 
and 1 had no idea what I could do. And so I made them settle 
m, and then we sat in the garden until lunch But just as we 
were sitting down a friendly neighbour came to call me to her 
telephone (I had been unable to get mtne installed). Dona Mercedes 
was at the British consulate, her husband had been taken to jail 
and would I come for her? The streets were turbulent and not 
pleasant for a sen ora There were no taxis, and although I offered 
t*. stop a flagged car, the lady would have preferred a tumbnh 
And so we came back by a hot walk and a crowded tram. In the 
afternoon I went to the Gobierno Civil, the entrance and stairs of 
which were thronged with excited sets of armed men, and after 
patience, expostulation and many cigarettes, got through the 
governor s ante rooms and found the governor s secretary with a 
revolver at his belt, from whom I got an assurance that visiting 
hours were from ten to twelve and that we could take linen, 
cigarettes and food to the prisoners. Next morning I went to 
Malaga with Dona Mercedes, taking bandages (« her husband 
had an oozing surgical fistula in his fhest), linen and chocolate. 
We had a most unpleasant walk from the outskirts of the town 
through a rough suburb to the new jail. We were not allowed 
to see him, and only a long argument with the prison superintendent 
enabled us to get our parcel through and a note back. Late in 
the afternoon we sent another parcel by the B j chauffeur himself 
a Communist, but he was stopped by a picket, and the parcel taken 
fiom him on the grounds that the contents would be more useful 
to some wounded soldier Next morning I went alone to the prison, 
and after one or two difficult episodes got the bandages in and a 
note out. 

Sunday July 26 was a quiet day but early on Monday morning 
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an enemy aeroplane circled over the town, dropped bombs and 
killed some civilians We heard next day that immediately after 
the raid a number of prisoners were taken from the jail to the 
cemetery and shot. Knowing nothing of that, I went towards the 
prison about four o’clock, with bandages, food and a note The 
atmosphere of the suburb was hostile, but as I had set out in a 
rather shabby pair of linen trousers, stnng-soled shoes, a collarless 
shirt and no hat, I got close to the prison witfi nothing worse than 
ugly glances But some hundred yards from it I was stopped by 
art armed patrol, completely unfriendly I explained that, m 
t accordance with the governor’s orders, I was taking food and 
bandages to a prisoner, and opened the parcel That only made 
them angrier “ Well,” I said, “ keep the parcel until I go to the 
prison and ask if it is not allowed,” and made as if to go At 
once I was covered by two revolvers and a rifle . “A single step 
and we shoot 1” Then they stopped a covered lorry and there was 
a babble of quick Andaluz which I could not follow. I was 
“invited’^ to go into the front seat between the revolver-armed 
driver and a man with a rifle, two of the patrol got m behind and 
off we drove But to my strong distaste the van swung off the 
Malaga road and took the cemetery road Just before the gates, 
however, the van turned again and stopped at two small houses, but 
only to deliver some parcels, of food as it seemed to me. I 
brightened up, took out my cigarette case, asked for a light and 
exchanged cigarettes The shades were lifting, and although as we 
ratded towards Malaga the noise was too great to talk, I was 
recovering confidence In Malaga the van turned mto a great dark 
' shed, thronged with armed men and crowds of women. Wc got 
out and, one of my escort m front, one behind, we twisted and 
pushed our way to an outside staircase which led to a kind of 
rabbit warren looking like a huge, dilapidated board-school. We 
came to a small ante-room where I was left while my escort went 
in quest of the emergency comfnittee I chatted for a few min utes 
to the little group in the room, telling them of my troubles They 
advised me to wear an English badge when I went about the streets, 
taught me the various salutes, and abounded in praise of England, 
the democratic country I told them not to deceive themselves, 
that the Conservative party would not star a finger to help the 
Spanish government, that the Labour leaders would concur, 
probably with some hypocritical expressions of regret, that the 
newspaper magnates would be openly or coverdy on the side of 
the rebels, that the papers would be flooded with all the old stones 
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of pneits bang crucified, nuns raped, and orphans deliberately 
blinded that they could expect only a barren sympathy from some 
intellectual highnrow*, but money and practical sympathy from 
some of the poorest of the poor They would not believe me, but 
my prophecy turned out almost exact 1) correct 

However, in a few minutes one of them took me to the com- 
mittee, whispered a few words, got a smile and a nod in reply 1 
was marched through the town an armed man alongside me 
two in front and two behind amidst stares and averted glances 
from tradesmen I knew too afraid even to show pity to the 
Gobierao Civil through whose crowded corridors we went as a 
knife through cheese. In a few minutes we were out in the street 
again with the promise that a phone message had been sent to 
the prison They asked me rather shyly if I would pay for a cab 
and we tumbled into a four wheeler One of them gave the driver 
the order, To the jail! and I shouted There ana back a return 
trip, a joke much to thar taste. Still more to their taste when on 
reaching the city slaughterhouse, on the turning before the prison 
entrance, 1 leant out of the window and shouted to the driver to 
go straight on. And so we reached the prison roaring with 
laughter, got in the pared got out a note, and on the way back 
stopped in the most dismal and crowded little bar I have ever seen 
and pledged each other and the crowd in Palma wine. Then we 
drove into town, and we parted at the tram the best of friends! 
But certainly I suffered that evening from nervous exhaustion 
It would dc tedious to follow my diary day by day through the 
interwoven events of many anxious and weary weeks. At first 
prisoners, although strictly secluded, were well treated, and even 
when fugitives were caught or persons arrested alter the discovery 
ot compromising matter m their houses, they were taken first to the 
Gobierno Civil and interrogated, and then released or taken to 
prison. But as the air raids on the town increased, often lolling 
and wounding civilian men, women and children, and as the news 
cf the wholesale shootings by the rebel* of persons in towns they 
captured, came through reprisals increased * Rights and Fascists 
caught w-ere often taken not to the Gobicrno Civil but foe a 
fwetto the Spanish word which came ^to use foe the American 
gangster phrase, “bang taken for a nde. Unfortunately the 
Camino Nuevo, well in sight of my garden was often selected for 
these murders, sometimes in the afternoon, more often by night 
After a bad air raid so many prisoner* were taken from jail, other 
direct to the cemetery or to the courtyard, and shot 
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There was a typical example of grim Spanish humour over 
the shooting of prisoners. An enemy aeroplane was called “ Jesus 
el Rico,” from an image of that name carried in the Easter pro- 
cessions which when it came to the prison caused the release of 
a prisoner Incidentally I must record that, as I heard many 
stones of mutdations and torturings, I made a point of going to see 
the bodies (left at die side of the road for many hours) of persons 
that had been shot There was no case of mutilation before or after 
death 

Our second air raid was on July 28, directed against the harbour 
On July 29 another was directed apparendy against the aerodrome 
at Churriana There were two on August 4 at 5 a m and 11 am, 
a heavy one at 5 30 a m on the 6th, another on the 7th, and on 
the pdi very heavy bombs fell in the direction of the harbour, but 
close enough to make my house shake and bring down plaster 
from the ceilings The attack on die harbour was repeated at 
5 15 and 6 45 a m on the 13th, and the Spanish man-of-war 
* Jaime I was hit, but was able to go on its own steam to Cartagena 
whence it returned, patched up, in a few days On the 14th another 
raid shook down plaster from my ceihngs and killed people in the 
town On the 22nd I was sitting in the garden just after breakfast 
talking to the Mexican consul, who thought I could help him in 
getting an official seal to a document only superficially m order. 
A sudden raid came, and in a few minutes a huge explosion was 
followed by a mountain of black smoke and flame rising from 
Malaga We rushed up the hill and saw that “ Campsa,” the 
heavy oil and petrol central stores by the port, was on fire We 
lay down flat for half an hour, \ expecting at any moment the 
petrol reservoirs to explode, and half the town to be blown up 
By a miracle of dangerous labour the petrol was saved, and much 
or the heavy oil run mto the sea, but for three days the Campsa 
smoked by day and glowed by night like a volcano On the 28th 
there was a heavy raid about midday on the port, whilst I was 
in the street opposite the harbour entrance Not at all pleasant 
On August 30 a raid killed many people in the poor quarter near 
the station, and on August 31, full moon, there were raids at 
9 30 p m , 10 30 p m 11 p m , and at 2 30 a m next morning, the 
worst of the lot, all four shaking my house and bringing down 
plaster " 0 

On September 8, soon after lunch, a gigantic bomb was dropped 
on the eastern slope opposite me, but a little nearer the sea My 
study windows were broken and nasty pieces of metal were found in 
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ihc garden next morning On the ant there was an unpleasant 
raid early in the morning but nothing fell very close to me On 
the aJth, just after lundi we had our worn experience so far 
Tour large bombs crashed within sight each throwing up masses 
of smoke and soil, one, the nearest shaking my house os a terrier 
shakes a rat breaking more windows and throwing out the tiles 
in the bathroom upstairs. 

M) servants had hywcncs and it was all Dona Mercedes and I 
could do to soothe them When it was over and I was alone 
with sweet o’d Maria ms cook housekeeper I told her that it was 
bad enough for us, but tlut Dona Mercedes and Don Tomas had 
the extra tear of bang shot after any raid Her eyes flared And 
they do well to be frightened she almost hissed out for they 
arc the criminals who nave brought this misery on Spain And 
so the tempo - of the people rose On the 26th we had another bad 
raid about 9 p.m., one of the bombs wrecking homes in the Calk 
Victoria, round the corner of the hill from me Among them was 
the German consulate, but we heard that the German consul, as 
usual when there was a hint of trouble coming had gone on board 
a German gunboat and so escaped rather to the sorrow of the 
people. Up to this morning September 28, tlicrc has not been 
another raid. But Malaga, crowded with badl) housed refugees, 
is frightened, some culverts and some eaves near me arc filled with 
a miserable crowd of women children and old men by day and 
by mrht. 

The importance of the raids to me was that it increased the 
difficulties and the danger of communication with our prisoner I 
became an adept in getting access to the civil governor, but as 
his secretary frankly told me an official order from the governor 
had no authority over the patrols. I found the proletarian com- 
mittees, especially the Committee de Enlace, a joint committee of 
the Left organizations, the committee of public safety, and above all 
the Anarchist and Syndicalist joint organizations (I .A I., CNT) 
extremely kind and sympathetic, although they were the group 
most feared in the town. During this month I have been m dose 
contact with them over the transformation of the B.s house into a 
military hospital, and came to have a passionate admiration for the 
idealistic purity of their motives, their constructive scheme* for 
the new order of society their power of work and their audacious 
bravery And every one of them knew that if the rebels triumphed 
they would have to shoot themselves or be shot. 

Especially after an air raid and the shooting of prisoner*, it was 
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often days before I could get news as to whether Don Tomas was 
still alive For about a fortnight a surgical dresser who was allowed 
to the prison professionally helped us at great risk to himself, but 
he, poor lad, was killed by one of the bombs which fell near the 
port, and for the most part I had to manage as best I could, largely 
by bluffing But I got rather urgent warnings from more than 
one of my armed friends that I was making myself a little con- 
spicuous A brain-wave came Dona Maria, the grandmother, was 
English by birth, I got a certificate from Clissold, the acting consul, 
who (although oppressed by demands from outside for information 
about individuals, harassed by British subjects who wished to get 
away with all their baggage and expected him to arrange their 
passes, provide a warship and collect them personally from their 
houses) was unwearied in efficient kindness, saying that the lady 
had resumed her nationality Next I wrote a letter to the governor 
from Dona Maria saying that she, a British subject, was anxious 
about the health of her son-m-law who required regular surgical 
treatment for his chest, and could she send in a doctor to see him ? 
Clissold enclosed the letter in a personal note to the governor, 
armed with which I got an interview during which the governor 
himself- telephoned to the prison (we had had no news for three 
days) and gave the ' necessary permission The doctor gave an 
excellent report, on the strength of which, after another interview, 
we got Don Tomas removed from prison to a small hospital near 
my house He was watched by two armed guards, and most 
of the patients were wounded soldiers still with their revolvers But 
we could visit him as much as we pleased, take him all that he 
needed, and before long he had made friends with several of the 
wounded men Things were much better, but very naturally after 
his long time in prison, during which very often friends of his 
were taken out to be shot, his nerves had gone, and now and again, 
especially when persons dying or badly wounded from a raid were 
brought mto the hospital, he broke down completely, and once 
or twice made his very brave wife break down They were almost 
inclined to think that if I pushed the consul hard enough I could 
get them out of Spam Bribery I would have nothing to do with, 
if for no other reason than that people who take bribes cannot be 
trusted, and I heard of cases where large bribes had been paid 
and the persons had been shot on their way to the port But as 
I became more intimate with the Anarcho-Syndicalist group, I got 
first what amounted to an absolute guarantee for his personal safety 
so long as there was any order m me town, and eventually a very 
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rrat hope for a past out of Spam for Don Tonus and Dona 
Mercedes Dut we had bad luck, on two occasions, just when the 
pass was going to be sealed a very bad air raid took place and it 
was entire!) beyond the pov.Tr of even the most influential and 
most feared people in the town to have the pass scaled or even if 
sealed, to get the people safe!) on Ixwrd the British launch Hut 1 
ha\c been promised perm is non to bring Don Tonus to m) house 
so that he and his wife ma) live lately except for the risk of 
bombs we all run, and the risk of the town going mad if the rebels 
come to attack it 

Since the outbreak, the British Admiral!) has had a warship 
stationed here practically all the time, and rather more often than 
once a week it w*a* possible for British subjccu and other foreigners 
provided with exeunt passes to be taken to Gibraltar As the danger 
became grater tire acting consul called meetings at the British 
Club and reinforced by official statements made In the captains 
of the ships and b) one or two of us, all British subjects were urged 
almost ordered to take the first opportumt) of leaving Malaga 
My guests would not hear of bang divided but about the third 
week of August 1 said that wx must get passes for Dona Maru 
and if possible for the five girls who, although Spanish were not 
of age. With a good deal of difficulty T got the governor s 
secretary to tvpc out the order but he imiHetl that he could not 
have it sealed unless l first got the seal of the Committee dc 
Enlace. That was cas) and was done. But as things seemed a 
little quieter and especially as Don Thomas was in the hospital 
where his children could visit him we put off their departure 
until September 8 Then when we were actually down on the 
quay, waiting to go into the British bunch, the police official who 
was in on unpleasant mood, refused to pass Dona Maria saying 
that her change of nationalit) was not valid Neither Cbssold nor 
1 could move nim. I rushed round to the Gobi cm o Civil, forced my 
way in through the guards, and got the secretary to phone to the 
dock* faying that the pass wa* valid. Then kick to the quay 
official still obstinate 1 hurried to the Committee dc Enbee, 
showed them their teal on the original pass and told them that the 
dock police were refusing to recognize their authority Quickh 
they typed, signed and sealed a new order and gave me a note 
telling the governor to countersign at once which he did and all 
wa* wclL 

Looking through my diary (this is the 74 th da) of the troubles) 
I find it occupied by an amazing number of thing*, tome trivial 
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some anxious, but leaving me less than no time to brood Most 
tiresome were the various searches of the B s’ house, an enormous 
mansion, full of desks and cupboards, which would have taken 
a week to search efficiently. After the first two or three searches, 
chiefly in quest of hidden persons or arms, we gradually brought 
to my house prohibited books (by the various army, Fascist and 
Monarchist propagandists), signed royal portraits, royalist badges, 
vestments, altar furniture, m case a search group with an objection 
to Catholicism should come Other more suspicious objects I 
brought away and threw mto the bottom of an old well in my 
garden But nothing seemed to exhaust the numbers of objects 
which, although innocent m themselves, were at least compromising 
Finally, there was a search during which I was really frightened, 
as a knuckle-duster and a steel whip said to be Fascist were dis- 
covered, and it was only by some miracle which I don’t quite 
understand myself that I was able to avert the crisis 'Next day I 
insisted on making a search myself of all Don Tomas’s private 
papers and removed an armful of what might have been com- 
promising But these troubles came to an end when the F A I , 
C N T took over the house as a hospital, and assisted us in storing 
everything not required in the chapel and one or two other locked 
rooms 

An even more constant source of trouble came from the many 
indoor and outdoor servants of the B s I have no doubt but that 
the B s were good employers as employers go in Spam, but it 
was symptomatic of the Spanish upper class tradition that not a 
single one of these servants could be counted on for loyalty to 
their masters and mistresses, and most of them were actively dis- 
loyal They came singly or m twos and threes, often supported 
by an armed friend, making claims that were sometimes just, 
sometimes preposterous I had to be present at the interviews, and 
sometimes had to go to see the committees myself More recently 
another trouble has arisen A sister-m-law and her husband, soon 
after the February elections, had tried to go to Gibraltar taking 
with them a large number of valuables They were caught, he was 
imprisoned for a time and was mulcted in a very large sum, but 
appealed, as there was a legal point as to whether the smuggled 
documents were negotiable securities I fear, however, that they 
were both deeply implicated in the rebel plot, and in due course 
both were imprisoned By some important private influence the 
lady was rescued from prison and a little later escaped to Gibraltar, 
giving her servants the impression that she was going only to an 
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English friend at Torre Molinot, a few miles from Malaga 
Unfortunately she had made no provision for her servants, who 
were left in this hungry town without wages, food or house. They 
came yesterday to sec Dona Mercedes, demanding under open 
threats the adorers of their mistress, and as Jt is a serious matter to 
be in touch or supposed touch with persons in hiding 1 fear trouble 
and certainly more obstacles to another scheme I am building up, 
with little hope of success, for the honourable release of my two 
friends. 

But there are odd things about the war Although food is 
difficult, I was able to buy fresh pastries for the girls nearly c\cry 
day I had no difficulty in getting my typewriter machine adjusted 
after the babies had tned to play a duct on it, although it just 
missed a bomb on the way back My suits go to be dry-cleaned 
and come back punctually, and my white collars are dressed at the 
usual laundry Most surprising of all, when my water supply 
failed and it became necessary to sink my well a further sixteen 
feet through hard rock, 1 was able to buy dynamite cartridges and 
ti send on a charge twice a day, although every household in the 
valley must have jumped at the explosions I And my garden never 
has been more beautiful 1 A Jar dm des Suppliers" filled with 
colour scent and fear 

It is now the last day of September and full moon. There was 
a new alarm yesterday morning, although by good luck it did 
not reach me. The Admiralty at Gibraltar wirelessed to the 
commander of H.M.S Arrow to say that a rebel warship had 
passed eastwards through the Straits and might be expected at 
Malaga about 9 a.m. to bombard the town The commander of 
the Arrow sent an urgent message to the consul, who by telephone, 
taxi etc., collected the eight or nine remaining British subjects, a 
French consul one or two French subjects, a Sweac and 
one or two Americans, at a house not far from me, the 
idea bang that a dash might be made to the beach where boats 
from the British ship might pick them up if the bombardment 
were sen ous. As I Was fairly near he did not propose to collect 0 
me until the last moment, and there was just a cnancc that in the 
confusion I might be able to pick up Don Tomas from the hospital 
on the way But after two hours waiting another message reached 
him that the ship had gone elsewhere. It seems that most of 
last night the town was expecting bombardment, and this morning 
the rumours were stronger But there have been many rumours. 

^ 1 hope to send this to England tomorrow, HJvhS Arrow taking 
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it and most of the remaining British subjects to Gibraltar. 
Notwithstanding the gnm deeds that have been done, I 
am sure that the Anarchists and Syndicalists of Malaga are 
fighting for the soul of the human race, for a possible future against 
greedy savages who are fighting, with the blessing of the Church, 
only in defence of their own unearned and undeserved privileges 
And I am equally certain that, whatever happens here, the battle 
will be repeated m the United States and m Great Britam on a 
more terrific scale, unless those of good intention first take things 
out of the hands of the existing political groups. 

Postcript, Written in London 
After H M S Arrow had taken off all but two or three of the 
British subjects still in Malaga, things were dismal The govern- 
ment warships had left for the north, rebel warships were near, 
and we were threatened from Seville with a bombardment of the 
town from the sea and from the air, and with an immediate 
invasion by land My two refugees very naturally were in a panic, 
and even urged me to leave them to their fate But the new civil 
governor was ready to be obliging to the English, and quite 
possibly might not realize that Don Tomas was still a prisoner We 
arranged an appeal, supported by two certificates, that Don Tomas 
required an operation which could be done only out of Spain, and 
that his mental stability was m danger The Mexican consul put 
it into shape, the British acting consul very kmdly agreed to 
present the documents in his own name, provided that I took them 
to the civil governor myself and did my best to persuade him 
That I did, and m twenty-four hours, to otir great relief, we got 
the formal permission 

But two days afterwards a blow came General Franco was 
insisting that all adult Spaniards who had contrived to leave parts 
of Spam which were m possession of the government should at 
once re-enter to join his side, and the government, in view of that, 
and of the additional fact that “ Rights ” whom they allowed to 
leave almost invariably became violent and unscrupulous anti- 
government propagandists, issued an order prohibiting adult 
Spaniards from leaving Spam The Committee de Enlace declared 
that the governor had no right to issue permits to leave Malaga 
The acting consul very sorrowfully informed me that now he could 
not give the commander of the British ship the necessary assurance 
that the papers of Don Tomas and Dona Mercedes were in order 
But I argued with him that as he had always refused to recognize 
* any authority but that of the civil governor he could not admit 
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i saw Ttir sfAMMi cmt *a* *3 

the power of the Committee dc l-nbcc to cancel a permit already 
pven A* it wa* a caw </ life or death he agreed to talc that 
view hut inuttrd that I mim deliver m\ fncndi on tlr* tjuav ai he 
could not u»e hit official iijtut ai a neutral to fun them through 
the town and die dowlj pmded p<*t gales. 

I octunatelt tl>c?c Here two ct three da\* before I !*Mi> Ardent 
vm due to leave fo? Odwal at and time to work out a plan 
Don Tonui and IXma Mrrerdet were well known l»y sight to 
l< arrrfrd in the act of tnmg tn evape would hare hren almoit 
return!* fatal to them and vrn ttrrwnc for me Uut fortunately 
they v.rte nee in the habit o' taking the air in drt public plates 
of die town hath** and ummart Fortunately al«». Dun lenaat 
had already sunbed up In m\ garden from the hmpttal accompanied 
try hit jmatdv and I px him to come once or twice alone 
hn guards preferring tn tale an hour or two oft with dxar 
o»n comjumonu On the bn morning he canv* up alone and 
waited at one ode of tlr panfrn whilst down bekrw my front 
rate 1 put in a watting tavt thnr coatv and hatv in three small 
lups each compvcuoudy blvclled in my name. Then we got in 
1 very much the traveller In overcoat muffler and hat they verr 
much carnal tfitritcf*. 1 lode the driver stop at the pou office 
win h i» opposite a dtady nubV promenade with sot*. At die 
pert ofTiec we p* out and fur the lwncfit of the driver who** 
taxi itad the Anarehut fbr ht lud a touching farewell with eric 
of ’‘until Chnumas” and »o forth 1 p* into the taxi and pave 
the order to drrve to the port whilst they crwied tn the pari, and 
tn accordance with directions joined the morning strollers, and ut 
down on a pubbe icat doubtless for the Tint time in their liver. 
Ax l expected, l wat tiopped at the port gates and die door of 
the taxi opened by the armed guard*. But I wax Hnelidi and 
they waved me on without more than a gbnee at the modest 
luj^agc We drove on to the cuitom*. where I deposited die 
bag* and my hat and coat dismissed the taw and then a carual 
stroller idly watched some foiling boat* until a chance came of 
strolling out again unchallenged Then I found my friend*, 
naturally very disturbed in mind We moved to a scat nearer to 
the port gates and to fit better into the environment I called a 
shoeblack and we had our ihoes polished Then came a lucky 
chance and we were able to pass through the gates, nearly to safety 
Before long dunks to the two consul*, they were raised through 
to the Bnuih bunch and twifdv taken to the H M.S Ardent 
uhfch wat lying outside the harbour I had an anxious twenty 
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minutes waiting for the last trip of the launch, as trouble had 
arisen with the officials, but the commander had promised me that 
once on board his ship my friends were safe Before long I too 
was in the care of the British navy 

I finish this chapter in London, after all I was depressed ac 
having outwitted my kmd Anarcho-Syndicalist friends, who had 
helped me to the limits of their power But I was a little vain 
about having completed a task, although not one of my own seeking, 
and I rejoiced that the “babies,” with whom I had fallen m love, 
had recovered their parents But to my humiliation and grief, 
the B s quickly re-entered Spain, to the rebels’ side 

Sir Peter Chalmei s-Mitchell caused much comment tn the sum- 
mer of 1937 by refusing to leave Malaga, although he was in danger 
from the heavy fighting This extract is his own account of his 
adventure 1 during this period — Ed 



THE PIRATE WHO CONQUERED 
AN EMPIRE 
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DENIS CLARK 

B tAtrrr and terror, careless life and sudden death, went hand 
tn hand cm the o!d Spanish Main Thote coral island* nch 
champagne*, gold sands and forem fringing the sea w-erc for 
men s easy living yet men Inought tlicre death and agon) and 
little eUe The Indian inhabitants whose bnlltant tamed macaws 
went free each morning to join tlie wnld flocks surprising travellers 
with their human speech, those Indians taught Utt dread Inquisition 
further exercises for its passionless cruelty They would tie a 
prisoner to a tree, itnlc thorns twisted in oil soaked cotton ngbt 
into his skin till he bristled like a hedgehog and then set him 
afire. 

Whoever had gold must ruder When the Indians had been 
utterly subdued and their treasure ravished it was their conqueror s 
rum. As Spain s strength failed so did new races come to harms 
her colonists, tearing at her empire s bulk like killers round a whale 
She bslicd them but always there was one to fasten on her throat 
Francois, who with a handful of men captured the galleon loaded 
with pearls from the Spanish fisheries the demoniac L OUonois 
who on his way of pillage tore out a hung Spaniard s heart and 
devoured it before his men As they found strength and the treasure 
ships became fewer sea pirates became land pirates, attaching the 
island ports and mainland cities 

Inland they marched discounting hardship and the enemy s 
numbers privateers, pirates buccaneers, of whom the last and 
greatest was Henry Morgan from Wales He was the last because 
n became his business to stamp out the practice of his own calling 
hut before his reformation he dealt the Heaviest blow of any to old 
Spain in the Americas. 

On a January evening in 1669 a shipboard banquet was held 
oft the isle of Hispaniola (now Haiti) in the Caribbean As the 
hard-bitten cosmopolitan rout of guests put down their rum- flip 
and Spanish wine, they drank to a host who portentous mien 
overbore every other member of the company Thu was a 
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gentleman with a full, sanguine countenance, two very wide- 
opened eyes set far apart and a strong straight nose, from a little 
below which, as from two gun-ports, puffed out on either hand a ' 
plume of moustache like a immature cannpn-blast His ruthless , 
mouth was keeled by a tiny tuft of beard Thick hair curled down 
on his brocaded shoulders, and close under his jowl was knotted 
a huge cravat with an elaborate bow 

Among the revellers one group alone seemed disinclined to 
forget dull care They were the officers of a French privateer who 
had that evening put mto Cow Bay and at once been cordially 
invited aboard Morgan’s great ship • But a short while since it had 
been conveyed to them that though they might be honoured guests 
they were also prisoners, not permitted to return to their own vessel 
anchored close at hand 

Such was Henry Morgan’s hospitality on board his frigate 'the 
Oxford The French captain had not seen eye to eye on certain 
points of their future conduct of affairs against the Spaniards — hence 
his captivity Morgan had quietly sent over a prize crew, which 
took possession of the French ship while its officers sat at his board 
The feasting was at its crescendo when a number of explosions 
sounded across the bay, making glass and silver clink together 
“ My fellows are firing the prize-ship’s guns in sport ” Morgan 
informed his starded guests reassuringly “ They rejoice that we 
go against Maracaibo ” 

At this last word confirming the rumours of their leader’s plans, 
there was a great yell of applause Maracaibo 1 A rich prize, a 
rare town indeed, if they might take it It was but a few years since 
L’Ollonois had raided there, but the Dons would have had plenty 
of time to store more gold that flowed m ever from the hinterland 
They vented their approbation when suddenly the accompanying 
feu de jote swelled deafemngly to a devastating roar of dire explosion 
which set the whole ship a-rocking, while the plate and silver shot 
mto the revellers’ laps and a tearing blast and shock through the 
open ports dowsed every lantern on the ship As the disordered 
company scrambled towards the companion-way a commanding, 
resonant voice rang through the darkness 

Be seated, gendemen ’Tis but my rascals have put fire to 
the Frenchman’s powder ” 

He roared for fresh hghts as there began to sound an ommous 
patter mingled with sundry heavy thuds and bangs on the deck 
above them 

What goes up must come down,” he remarked prosaically, 



Tilt PIRATE WHO CONQUERED AN EMPIRE 47 

pouring himself some more nine. The rogue* deserve t for 
loung a good ship 

Morgan the leader of the buccaneer*, was then about thirty four 
year* o*d He had come to Barbados tome years earlier, tome 
said as a kidnapped slave though since he had an unde in a position 
of some authority In the West Indie* it seemed hkclv that he had 
arrived, like many another young man, to seek his fortune where 
fortunes were cai) for those witn tome courage and few scruples 
Gold glittered for a strong mans grasping in the twilight 01 the 
Spanish empire 

His enterprises had started at Jamaica with a post on one of two 
pirate vessels with which he went on several voyages the profits 
from which enabled the pirates to bu) another shtp of which he 
was given command After certain foraying crimes down the 
Campeche coast Morgan was invited to jom an expedition against 
the Spaniards, organized by one Manrvclt an old inrate who 
impressed by his record appointed him vice admiral fifteen ships 
set sail from Pori Royal in Jamaica with five hundred men 
M Walloons and French arriving at the Hie of Santa katalma off 
Co* U Rica, which they took from Us garrison setzjng many 
prisoners for ransom Up the river Col La they sailed pillaging 
at they went, unul they hard that the governor of Panama came 
against them with a large force Unwilling to encounter him at 
tncu present strength they turned bade to Jamaica leaving a 
gam son of thar own at Santa Katalma On their way to Tortuga 
(Turtle) Island the buccaneer s lose, Mansvclt was taken sick and 
died Morgan was elected his successor, chief of the buccaneers of 
the Caribbean. 

The buccaneers were at that time a more formidable and 
organized commumi) than perhaps is generally known. The 
uncouth hunters of wild swine ana oxen who lived yearlong in 
the forests and prairies, clad in garments stained with the blood 
of thar prey shod with the slaughtered animals skins, bringing 
the “ bou caned meat to the ports for the buying or barter of 
seafarers, had evolved into the staunch Brotherhood of the Coast 
The cvoluuon of the Brotherhood had been brought about 
partly through the rapacity of its more enterprising members, partly 
through the persecution of that race against which they were nil 
now so stoutly united Spain had been adamant against any 
foreigners or heretics trafficking in her dominions or indeed 
coming there at all. Her right she considered not only that of 
discovery and conquest but almost divine, since all lands west of a 
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certain “line,” arbitrarily selected by him, had been allotted as 
their particular province by Pope Alexander VI Yet, while trying 
to keep all trade for herself, she could not supply her own colonists 
with much that they needed The other nations approached and 
were repulsed When France founded a colony in Florida in 1562 
it was exterminated In 1604 the American Spaniards captured 
two English vessels, cut off the hands, feet, cars and noses of their 
crews, and, smearing them with honey and binding their arms and 
legs left them to the mercy of blazing sun and teeming insects. 

The first buccaneers were Frenchmen, who naturally had little 
love for their Spanish neighbours, but these were soon joined by 
British, Lowlanders and Portuguese It was a Frenchman who 
founded their citadel of Tortuga Levasseur, who fortified it and 
built there his little stronghold “ The Dove-cote ” Tortuga quickly 
became a great centre of commerce and revelry, where freebooters 
forgathered, and the streets were filled with “ pipes ” of wine 
and gay ladies 

“ My own master,” lvrote Exquemehn, himself a buccaneer for 
a time and their most detailed recorder, “ would buy on like 
occasions a whole pipe of wine, and, placing it in the street, would 
force everyone that passed by to drink with him, threatening also 
tc pistol diem in case they would not do it At other tames he 
would do the same with barrels of ale or beer And, very often, 
with both his hands he would throw these liquors about in the 
streets, and wet the clothes of such as walked by, without regarding 
whether he spoiled their apparel or not, were they men or women ” 

It was a strange thing that these same unbridled gentlemen could 
show such marvellous endurance and fortitude as they did upon 
occasion They were profligates, but they were very certainly men 

Marching at the head of these bravoes, Morgan attacked El 
Puerto del Principe, an important Spanish sea-town, widi twelve 
sail and seven hundred fighting men At first he had considered 
attacking Havana, but was finally dissuaded because no one knew 
its strength, and he, as yet, was not fully assured of his own As 
they drew near the coast a Spanish sailor leapt overboard to swim 
ashore and betray them The garrison got ready, while the towns- 
' men set about hiding their gold, and barriers and ambuscades were 
erected m all the approaches These the invaders avoided and soon 
the Spanish reconnoitring horsemen observed them advancing on 
the- town with drums beating and colours flying After a desperate 
battle in which its governor was killed, the town was taken Men. 
women, children and slaves were shut up in the churches while the 
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fnrata revelled and plundered and there they were neglected until 
most of them starved to death. Only the more comely women 
were kept free for the pirates sport and some of the better dozens 
taken for ransom or tortured to reveal the hiding places of then 
t feature. 

Nat, Morgan went against Porto Bello telling his men, who 
murmured at their small number for the enterprise, that there 
would be all the more spoil for each Porto Hello was a strong 
town on the Darien iithmui the trading place for Panama where 
the great merchants came otkc a year from that city to negotiate 
with the company of negroes from Wert Africa who came to sell 
stares. The buccaneers sailed up- river and took \o canoes (a 
favourite craft with them) leaving a few men onlv to take the great 
dups to port Guided by an Fnglidiman who had been prisoner 
there they captured the aty and putting all tts garrison into one 
turret, blew them up with their own powder llut in one tower 
the roY error and some soldiers kept up a fierce defence, until at 
tart Morgan in desperation had wide sealing ladders made, which 
captured nuns and monks were forced to carry and set against 
its walls. A targe number of these unfortunates, in imie ofthcir 
pleading and protests, were killed b) the mitiiles of thar ow* 
people, but at last lus men sealed the walls, armed with fireballs and 
soon the town was utterly gi\en over to pillage Here again many 
of the inhabitants were hunted caught and tortured to reveal their 
treasure. The governor of Panama again advanced threateningly 
from his citadel but this time it was he who thought better of it 
and withdrew while Morgan taunted him with ironic messages and 
gifo. 

Eight days after the inadvertent blowing up of the French ship 
in Cow Bay Morgan ordered the bodies of the over rash revellers 
to be fished out of the sea where they still floated This he did 
explains Exqucmclin not out of any design to afford them Christian 
burial but only to obtain the spoil of thar clothes and other attire 
He then set sail with his fleet landing some of his men at Ocoa 
to obtain meat from the Spanish settlers. Here, not surprisingly, 
they had a brush with the indignant Dons, before they sailed on 
for Maracaibo 

Maracaibo was situated on a landlocked lake, the bar of which 
was guarded by a strong little fort. This they took, though the 
Spaniards left it mined, and it was only Morgan s own quick 
observauon and action that saved himself and his men. He 

snatched away ” the slow fuse that else would have sent them all 
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to the sky, and presently his little fleet crossed the bar Nothing 
could save Maracaibo, and its wretched inhabitants fled to the 
woods, except for some who were caught and racked to disclose 
their treasures’ hiding-places. This practice was not infallible 
They twisted cords round the head of one unfortunate idiot “ until 
his eyes burst from his skull ” and he cried, “ Torture me no more 
and I will show you all my riches!” Eagerly they followed him 
to a wretched hovel where he revealed to their ravening eyes a few 
broken dishes and other rubbish Needless to say, this poor 
“ natural ” was made short work of 

When they sought to leave with their booty they found three 
Spanish galleons waiting for them within the bar. This was 
unpropitious, because their own fleet was mostly composed of small 
boats, yet with a stout heart and inimitable effrontery Morgan sent 
word demanding from their admiral a ransom for not “ putting 
Maracaibo to the flame ” To this he received an extremely 
menacing though courteous reply, m which he was informed that 
in addition to his advantageous position the Spanish admiral had 
refortified and garrisoned the fortress guarding the entrance 

After some haggling, the pirates seeking for terms but refusing 
tc part with one of their plundered pieces of eight* or more than 
half of their captured slaves, Morgan unexpectedly sent a fireship, 
disguised as an ordinary vessel even to the combustible models of 
men upon its decks, which was grappled to the leading Spanish 
ship and by good fortune burnt her to the water The second ship 
was scuttled by its panicking crew, and the third was taken by the 
pirates, who, not content, decided to assault the litde fort once 
more After losing thirty men they were forced to recant and 
satisfied themselves by sending a message to the admiral, who had 
escaped ashore, demanding their reward for not firing Maracaibo 
He, knowing they stall must pass under his guns in me fort, paid 
to them thirty thousand pieces of eight and five hundred catde 
Morgan fully realized that he was not out of the lake, or the wood 
either, and divided his handsome loot among all his fleet (they had 
250,000 pieces of eight in money and jewels besides a huge quantity 
of merchandise and slaves) thus persuading them to embark upon 
a stratagem By daylight he filled his shore-boats with men and 
sent them to the land, but when they were hidden in the mangroves 
they did but he flat m the boats’ bottoms and so were brought back 
again, while the Dons thought that he sent all his men ashore for 
a land attack on their fort, and therefore shifted all their heavy guns 
*A piece of eight ” was equal to nearly four shillings 
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to the landward nde Night having come, Morgan weighed 
anchor with hi* ships and, without setting sail, let the ebb-tide 
drift them quietly into open water So they escaped once more 
A* he went off he ordered seven great guns with bullet i to be 
fired against the cattle as it were to take lease of them But they 
answered not to much a* with a musket shot. Perhaps there was 
no more spirit left in them. 

He was officially reprimanded b) Sir Francis Modyford, British 
governor of Jamaica for these spirited doings. Sir Francis had 
for some time been trying to encourage friendliness between Spain 
and hit own people, but such a robprochcmcm was utterly rejected 
b) the buccaneers and all who had formerly suffered from the 
Spaniards. In July 1670 a treaty was signed between His Most 
Catholic Majesty of Spain and Charles 11 of Great Britain This 
svas considered b) the buccaneers a direct incitement to perform 
some signal exploit against the Spanish more especially nnee it 
was knowm that though peace might be declared, die Spaniards 
were preparing at Panama to launch a crushing attack against 
the British settler* in the Caribbean Henry Morgan debated with 
hi* chiefs as to whether Carthagena (icat of the inquisition in the 
west) Vera Cruz or Panama should be thar next objective 
eventually deciding on the last as being if one of the most powerful 
the richest city of the Spanish Americas. This decision happily 
coincided with another summons from the governor Modyford’s 
views had changed since he had heard of six wax vessels come from 
Spain to make the English answer for various grievance* of His 
Most Catholic Majest) while in June a Spanish expedition had 
landed in Jamaica from two galleons and attacked the governor s 
particular territory He pressed on Morgan a commission as 
commander in-ehief of all snips of war, Jus dudes bdng to defend 
the island to sctxc and destroy enemy ships, and attack an} port 
where materials or vessels for war existed in reward for which be 
should have all the goods, merchandise*, etc., which may be got 
in thit cxpediuon Finally article* were drawn up by the 

governor empowering Morgan * to do nil manner of exploit* M 
against the Spaniards. Could a buccaneer want better terms? 

Article*, too, were drawn up by Morgan for hi* assembled 
filibuster*, among them a list of certain compensation* to be gained 
by dire misfortune in the field a* Loss of both leg*, fifteen hundred 
piece* of eight or fifteen slaves as the beneficiary might choose 
Los* of an eye, one hundred piece* of eight or one slave, and 
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His fleet consisted o£ thirty-seven ships with two thousand 
fighting men, besides sailors and boys The* leadmg vessel carried 
twenty-two great brass guns and six small ones, and the rest, some 
twenty, some sixteen, some eighteen 

Their first attack was against Santa Katalma, which the 
Spamards had some time back retaken The enemy put up a very 
poor resistance, deserting their batteries, and the governor, on 
being threatened with short shrift by Morgan, proposed that. 
“ Captain Morgan would come with his troops by night and 
mtercept him taking him prisoner and usmg the formality as 
if they forced him to deliver the castle And that he would lead 
the Englishmen in under the fraud of being his own troops 
That on one side and the other 'there should be continual firing, 
but without bullets, or at least mto the air ” 

And so it was done After a fierce but insincere affray the fort 
was taken, and the pirates, who had been on very short commons 
feasted on the Spanish pullets and cattle They took some spoil 
and store of arms and powder from this town 

Hereupon they set out for the second fortress on the long road 
to Panama, which was that of Chagre, whither Morgan sent four 
ships and a boat, filled with men, by river It was strongly 
pallisaded, on a mountain above the river and the sea, and the 
defenders put up a very stout resistance for it must not be judged 
by the craven acts of some that the Spamards were not a very 
gallant race, for they were renowned as fighting men throughout 
the world Yet in the end it fell, undone by as strange a chance 
as ever happened m warfare A pirate, shot by an arrow, tore it 
out, twisted some cotton about it, and fired it back from his musket 
But the ignited cotton set two or three palm-thatched houses flaming 
and soon the powder supply exploded Then the attackers breached 
the stockade, entering despite “ many flaming pots, full of com- 
bustible matter and odious smells ” The casualties of that attack 
were heavy They lost over one hundred killed, and seventy 
wounded 

So exultant were Henry Morgan and the rest of his bully-boys 
when they beheld, on their way up river, the British flag flying 
over Chagre, that steering was neglected and four vessels, including 
his own, sunk though without loss of life He was received in 
triumph and the pirates set about feasting and their other customary 
diversions, undaunted by the news that the governor of Panama 
awaited them with three thousand six hundred men before that 
city 



THE MlATE W 1 IO CONQUERED AN EMPIRE 53 

Nop,' Morgan gathered his men for the bit stage of their long 
journey of conquest Though the distance to go was no more 
than fifty miles as the crow files, he knew that infinite hardship and 
qppoauon lay in their way Five hundred he left to garrison 
Chagre, one hundred and fifty on hu ships on the nver This left 
him but twelve hundred the rest having been sbm or wounded 
With high hearts and little provision they set forth At long last 
the buccaneers were coming to a reckoning with their ancient 
" enemy 

They left in thirty two canoes with five boatloads of artillery 
Six leagues up the nver some went ashore to stretch and seek for 
food, but the Spaniards had removed everything that men might 
eat. Since for food that day they had rebed on despoiling certain 
ambuscades which the Spaniards were said to have set, but which 
they found deserted the) went hungry, with little other comfort 
than pipes of tobacco 

Very early next morning the) pressed on coming at evening 
to a place where the nver was low for want of rain and blocked 
with trees. Morgan landed his men, all but one hundred and sixty 
to guard the boats and on the third morning started overland But 
the going was so bad, so steep and overgrown, that they were forced 
to return to the boats and proceed by them however arduous the 
passage. Thus they made little progress, and the hungry pirates 
greatly desired to meet with some Spaniards or Indians so that they 
might fill their bellies with the enemy s food. 

On the fourth day most of them set off again by bnd with 
guides that they ha a brought, though some still continued in 
canoes. A scout informed mem of an ambuscade, which rejoiced 
them infinitely since they thought they might find food But, 
alas, they found the knavish Spaniards bad fled, leaving nothing 
but crumbs of the good bread they had eaten and a small number 
of empty leather bags. The intrepid but ravenous buccaneers fell 
to eating these bags, which served those who were thrifty with 
supper as well as lunch. Some persons, remarks Exqucmclin 
rather disdainfully, who never were out of their mothers kitchen 
may ask how these pirates could cat, swallow and digest those 
pieces of leather, so hard and dry unto whom I only answer 
That could they once experience what hunger, or rather famine, 
is, they would certainly find the manner, by their own necessity 
as the pirates did For these first took the leather and sliced it in 
pieces. Then did they beat it between two stones, and rub it, often 
dipping It in the water of the nver to render it by these means 
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aipple and tender. Lasdy, they scraped off the hair, and roasted 
and boiled it upon the fire And/ being thus cooked, they cut it 
into small morsels, and eat it, helpmg it down with frequent gulps 
of water, which by good fortune they had nigh at hand ” 

On the fifth day, when it seems incredible that in that blazing 
heat or stifling forest, white men could survive such privation, they 
came to another deserted ambuscade and some plantations which 
they searched, “ hopeful to relieve their extreme and ravenous 
hunger ” In a rock-hewn grotto they found at last two sacks of 
meal, fruit, and two great jars of wme Morgan had sufficient 
control, after this terrific test of his men’s metal, to be able to 
ration these heaven-sent supphes among those who were in worst 
case, for by now many were so weak that they could only be 
carried in the canoes Those who were fit and had come so far m 
the canoes were ordered to land and march with the little array, 
which advanced late into the night in desperate hopes of discovering 
further stores 

On the sixth day they were forced very often by the rough, steep \ 
way and their own weakness to take rests They tried to stave off 
their stomachs’ pangs with leaves and blades of grass The sun 
scorched them black The vicious insect swarms assailed them 
maddeningly. / Yet they stumbled on, with the treasure-lure before 
them At noon they arrived at a plantation where was a barn filled 
with maize They beat down the doors and rushed to devour the 
hard, dry meal, unmoistened, unprepared Afterwards they loaded 
themselves with the gram and marched on until suddenly they 
encountered an ambush of Indians Delighted, they improvidently 
cast away their maize to despoil them, but the Indians fled, leavmg 
nothing, while a troop on the river’s other side shot some of the 
buccaneers and taunted them 

That night they camped with intent to cross the river next day; 
and now there were many murmurmgs agamst Morgan and the 
expedition, some saying that they should turn back, though others 
would not on any account, having come so far, while yet others 
(possibly some who had kept back a little of the wine) “ did laugh 
and joke at all their discourses ” 

^ On the seventh morning they cleaned their arms, discharging 
their pistols and muskets to see that all were in order They crossed 
the river to a town called Cruz, whose chimneys they saw bravely 
smoking so that they hoped for fine discoveries in 1 the Spanish 
kitchens But the houses were all on fire and there was noth in g 
to eat but a few dogs and cats, which only served to whet their 
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appetites, Yet at hit in the king s liable they found jar* of wine 
and some bread of which no »ooncr had they eaten and drunk 
than all fell nek so that tlicy thought they had been poisoned 
though probably the cause was nothing else but their own 
weakness. 

Here Morgan war form! to leave hit canoe*, which he lent 
back all but one to Chagre He ordered hit men to keen together 
because of the Indians and Spaniards in the woods, ana sent two 
hundred men forward to discover the way to Panama These were 
attacked In Indians with volleys of arrows, so that eight buccaneer* 
were killed and ten wounded before they were beaten off Morgan 
came up with his vanguard and marching into the open they saw 
a mountain held by Indians, right in their way He took measure* 
against their guerrilla attacks, and they settled for the ntght in 
heavy ram with scarcely any shelter for the Indians had burnt all 
huts and lodges. 

Next day they pressed on with clouds low over thar heads, of 
which Morgan was very glad a* a relief from the searing sun and 
after two hour* march encountered a troop of mounted Spaniards, 
They climbed the great mountain to view die surrounding country 
and from its summit they saw not far away the Pacific Sea grving 
them great joy for it marked the limit of their journey They could 
sec tnc sails of Spanish galleons drifting over the brilliant blue 
Hastily they descended to find to their exultation a valley filled 
with cattle, of which they slaughtered and devoured a very great 
many gaining back strength for die approaching battle. Half-raw 
they ate the flesh the blood running down tneir beards until 
they loolcd like cannibals.” Soon afterwards, with a large troop 
of Spaniards hanging upon their flank, they saw a sight that 
crowned the whole arduous journey a steeple pointing above the 
trees to the csening si y the highest steeple of Panama! 

No sooner did the buccaneer* sec it than all woe* were forgotten 
They threw thar hats in the air and gambolled for joy 
Their trumpet* rang out thar drums began to ratde, and although 
Spaniards, attracted by the hubbub, yelled threat* and promise* 
for the morrow and the great guns from the aty began to play 
upon their camp although they perceived that thar retreat had 
been cut off already by a powerful force, they began every one 
to open thar satchels, and, without any preparation of napkin* 
or plates, fell to eating scry heartily the remaining piece* of bull* 
and horses flesh which they had reserved since noon This bang 
done, they laid themsches aerwn to sleep upon the grass with great 
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repose and huge satisfaction, expecting only with impatience the 
dawning of the next day ” 

So, on the tenth morning Morgan assembled them and led them 
against Panama By his guide’s advice they went by the woods 
and so avoided and foiled all the Spanish ambuscades and prepara- 
tions against them Mounting a hill, they saw the Spanish array 
in the plam before the city Two squadrons of cavalry, they saw, 
four regiments of foot, and an enormous herd of wild bulls waiting 
to be driven against them At this menacing sight their spirits 
were dashed and they stood for some time irresolutely But Morgan 
cheered them on with heartening words and presently they swore 
valiantly to do or die and descended the hill Two hundred of 
their best shots went before them, and these knelt as the Spanish 
horsemen came galloping against them, delivering such a volley 
as made them fall “ like rotten pears ” These horsemen were 
handicapped in their manoeuvres by the marshiness of die ground 
Before they could come on again, the rest of Morgan’s band rushed 
on the footmen of Panama with hangers and half-pikes, separating 
them from the horse whom they supported Then the Spaniards 
set the great herd of two thousand cattle in motion against them 
With a rumble of hooves, bellowing in a cloud of dust and steam 
through which their crescent horns loomed like terrible weapons, 
the beasts came charging But, terrified by the explosions, most 
of the bulls broke away right and left, while the rest were coolly 
despatched by the buccaneers, who were very used to such work. 

After two hours of desperate fighting, the Spanish cavalry 
shattered and most of them slain, the disheartened footmen suddenly 
threw down their arms and fled The buccaneers were too tired to 
follow them, but they were cut off and could not hide in the woods, 
so that most of them were afterwards slam without mercy 

Having rested a little, Morgan continued his advance on the 
city, losmg many men from the heavy guns on its walls After 
three hours’ assault the garrison surrendered, and thus at last, 
trmmphandy, they marched into their goal 

Unfortunately, the Spamsh slaves had set fire to Panama, which 
was built chiefly of wood, much of it of cedar and other rare woods 
Eight monasteries and two great churches, very richly furnished, 
besides very many magnificent merchants’ houses were consumed 
in the roaring flames, mingled with which sounded the screams 
of those who had hidden from the pirates. These quitted the 
city until the flames died down, when they returned and set about 
pillaging il Most loot they found hidden in wells and cisterns, 
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bat little time was waited before troops of them were searching 
the rurroundtng counirv for refugees. Morgan was thrown into 
$ great fury because, before he came, thfc belt of the aty * wealth 
had been lent awa\ at new of their approach, in a galleon 
disappeared Into the Pacific He despatched twenty five men after 
It in a captured vessel but these were too preoccupied with the 
women they forced to go with them to give can chase and so that 
rich ship cot away 

Still, plenteous booty fair women, tempting food and excellent 
wines were yet to be found in Panama and Morgan gave his men 
their fill of them and a buccaneer s fill appears to hare been that 
of anr three men today After (heir hardship they surely deserved 
it With Panama as a base armed crew's set sail to capture Spanish 
shipping while at CHagre the pirate garrison decoded gullible 
merchants in with the Spanish colours. Very but) were the 
buccaneers at both stations, those at Chagre scouring the Caribbean 
coaiu as Morgan s bra roes hunted fugitive Spaniards along the 
shores and hinterland of the Pacific. Thow whom they took were 
racked and tortured in ingenious fashions, so that their treasures 
swelled daiH Women were spared no mote than men unless 
they yielded themselves to the buccaneers pasuons. However, one 
bnef gleam of chivalry shines out here to the personal credit of 
that formidable and. so far apparently hartless fibbuuercr 
Morgan. A lady was taken ha van were but few and ha 
beauty so prat as pa-adventure I may doubt whether in all Lurope 
any could be found to surpass ha perfections either of comeliness 
or honesty Ha husband had some weeks since gone to Peru 

From the first Henry Morgan singled ha out for particular 
attention. He made some Impression Tor, the lady had hard that 
they were hcrAscs, who tho neither Invoke the Blessed Trinity 
nor believe in Jesus Christ. But now she began to have betta 
thoughts of them, having experimented the manifold avilitici 
of Captain Morgan especially nearing him many times to swear 
by the name of God and of Jesus Christ.” 

^et she repulsed him to that at last in impatience he had ha 
confined in a darksome and stinking cellar But afta three 
*ecki, when he left Panama and took ha among hts prisoners for 
ran cm, finding that ha ransom had been provided by relations 
but embezzled by priests, he related ha out of hand and let ha 
go free without aishonour . 

On February 14 1671, the buccaneers left the remains of 
Panama with one hundred and seventy five beasts loaded with spoil 
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and six hundred prisoners for ransom and slaves These prisoners 
Morgan kept in hunger and thirst, to force them to reveal the place 
of their money and jewels If they found no ransom he promised 
to take diem widi him back to Jamaica. 

Half-way to Chagre he paraded his men and caused every one 
to be sworn that he had concealed nothing of value for himself, 
such being the rule of their articles “ This being done, Captain 
Morgan having had some experience that those lewd fellows would 
not much stickle to swear falsely in points of interest,” he com- 
manded each one to be searched, but was gracious enough to have 
himself searched too, down to the very soles of his shoes This 
precaution was a new one, not altogether popular, but not without 
a cause founded on the future intentions of Henry Morgan 

Arrived at Chagre, he sent all his prisoners to Porto Bello, 
demanding by them a considerable ransom for die release of Chagre 
itself But Porto Bello coldly made answer * “ They would not 
give one farthing towards the ransom of the said casde, and the 
English might do with it as they pleased” For once ' Morgan’s 
bluff had been called 

Then was division made of the spoil, and loud were the 
expressions of displeasure when each man found that his share of 
the profits of this great and hazardous enterprise was to be no more 
than two hundred pieces of eight, something less than forty pounds 
This amount, supposing that even one thousand five hundred of the 
buccaneers survived, totalling 300,000 pieces of eight or sixty 
thousand pounds, seems puny and oddly significant, as spoil from 
the richest city of the Mam Even more significant was the fact 
that Morgan, finding fiimself the object of “ many obloquies and 
detractions among his people,” unexpectedly ordered all Chagres 
heavy ordinance to be put on board his vessel and sailed away 
without any notice to his men or even tailing a council, only 
followed by three vessels of the whole fleet “ These were such 
(as the French pirates believed) as went shares with Captain Morgan 
towards the best and greatest part of the spoil which had been con- 
cealed from them in the dividend The Frenchmen could very 
willingly have revenged this affront upon Captain Morgan and 
those that followed him, had they found themselves with sufficient 
means to encounter him at sea But they were destitute of most 
things necessary thereunto — yea, they had much ado to find 
sufficient victualy and provisions for their voyage to Jamaica, he 
having left them totally unprovided in all things ” 

So Exquemelin (himself a Frenchman) takes leave disgustedly 
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of Morgan but Morgan had bv no mean* reached the peal of hi* 
career When he returned to Jamaica he found that Sir Tranat 
Mod) ford had hern recalled to Lngland a prisoner, to anther 
charge* of jnrac\ again*! Spam and very loon he himself was 
commanded to follow 'let no mitfottunc came to him by inn 
He had wrought too util for Lngland * good in hi* assault again*! 
her old and powerful encmv Disgrace and punishment did not 
await him Far from it within eighteen month* he wa* appointed 
deputy govrrnor of Jamaica with the Earl of Carlisle a* nominal 
governor to replace Mod) ford At home the) recogntred hi* value 
at the most powerful and knowledgeable man in the West Indies. 
In 1674 he tool office in Jamaica a* Lieutenant-Governor under 
Lord Vaughan and in November of that year wa* knighted Sir 
Henr) Morgan 

So did l* n*e at length to the peal of Dntiih authont) in tlic 
America*, and he wrought well for »uch a man as he was -orely 
needed thtre T o the end lie remained in hirmclf much of the 
buccaneer dnnling and gambling in tl»e tavern* of Port Royal 
Governor Vaughan accuted hnn of abetting pnvatecn and cited 
him to appear before die council Inn hi* popularity triumphed 
and he wa* thought *0 well of that in 1O7S he acted as governor 
when Lord Vaughan was to I>e succeeded b) Lord Carlisle with 
whom he became on very good terms. Carlisle wrote of hi* 
“generous manner adding that however much he was paid he 
would he as poor as a beggar Buccaneers, even reformed ones, 
cannot live within thetr income*! 

The old itch for adventure caused him to send home complaints 
of the depredations and commerce of the privateers, with 
suggestions for putting a stop to them This he was accordingly 
set to do and accomplished with good success, though he fell ou 
with the council ana was heard to remark loudly in public God 
damn the assembly and so was dismissed In i683 he was 
reinstated hut did not live long to give them the benefit of his 
initiative and experience for in August of that year he died in 
Jamaica 

Trom the journal of H MS Aisittancc 
Sat 35 This day about eleven hours noon Sir Henry Morgan 
<hed and the 26th was brought over from Passage fort to the king s 
bouic at Port Royall from thence to tlic church, and after the 
sermon was earned to the pallia docs and there buned All these 
forts fired an equal number of guns, we fired two and twenty and 
after the Drai^c had fired all the merchant men fired 



HE SAW THE WHIRLWIND 
OF GOD 


By 

OWEN RUTTER 

“ITT is quite impossible for us to give you a visa for Mecca!" 

; The secretary of the Arabian Legation in London pushed 
•^the passport across his desk and leant back m his cnair to 
, indicate that the interview was at an end 

The tall lean Englishman who was sitting opposite to him 
did not pick up the passport He had not the slightest intention 
of taking the Arab official’s “ no ” for an answer He had 
travelled ten thousand miles to obtain that visa, and he was not a 
man who was easy to deter once his mind was set upon a 
purpose 

He was fully aware of die difficulties which confronted him 
Mecca is a forbidden city None but the true Muslim may tread 
its holy ground But the Englishman, David Chale, was a true 
Muslim, as he had been pointing out to the secretary of the 
Arabian Legation And he was determined to secure permission 
to make the pilgrimage to Mecca as his right 

David Chale had become a Muslim by profound conviction 
He had spent many years in the Far East as an officer in the 
service of the Rajah of Sarawak His work among the 
Mohammedan Malays of Borneo had brought him into close contact 
with their religion He came to recognize the power for good 
that Islam exerted in their daily lives He admired their tolerance, 
their humility, their courtesy, their self-control, their respect for 
parents, their charitableness to the poor He saw their calm 
acceptance of the facts of life and death, and dieir unshakable 
belief in the efficacy of their faith and in the oneness of God 
But above all he envied them their peace of mind He him- 
self was a nervous, jumpy creature, up in the air one moment, 
down in the deeps the next and there were 'his Malays, calm 
and poised and dignified, accepting what befell them as the will 
of God 

Working as he did eighteen hours a day m a tropical country, 
always at full stretch, he felt a terrible need for peace of mind 

60 
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Islam seemed to offer him that, )ct he shrank from the decisive 
step o£ conversion For a long time the thought of becoming 
a Muslim made him fee! like a traitor to the reltgion in which he 
had been brought up He suffered intense conflict of mind but 
at length he made his decision rrngned from the Sarawak Service 
and became converted to Islam by pronouncing the formal 
declaration of faith 

" 1 believe in God and the oneness of God and that Mohammed 
is the Prophet of God 

He received the Muslim name of Abdul Rahman 

As soon as he had embraced Islam Chale determined to per 
form the pilgrimage to Mecca that holy journey to which all 
Muslims aspire, in spite of every hardship and deprivation He 
did not doubt that he would have to overcome many obstacles. 
He eared not a rap for the ridicule with which he knew his 
European acquaintances would greet his conversion but his 
inquiries had shown him that hi* mere declaration of faith would 
not act as a passport to Mecca He had learned that the Arabs 
always prejudiced against European Muslims, had of late become 
intensely suspicious of them and he realized that before he could 
hope to set foot in Mecca he must win ihar confidence. His 
knowledge of Arabic was sound but he doubted whether that 
would lie enough and he bad no wish to sail under false colours 
He sought counsel of an old Malay friend of his, Mohammed 
AU. 

The old man pondered for a while Then he said 

** If one goes into the forest it is well to take a staff to keep 
one on the way 

Chale knew enough of Malay idiom not to misunderstand 
him. 

You mean that I should take a wife with me?” he asked 
Yes, Tuan A woman of Islam 

Chale saw the soundness of this advice at once. Every genuine 
Muslim had the right to make the pilgrimage only those whose 
good faith was suspect encountered difficulties. A Muslim 
woman could go to Mecca without hindrance if accompanied by 
her husband — although not alone — and it was natural for a man 
to take his wife if he could afford iL When Chale saw that the 
very fact of hts taking a woman would increase his prospects of 
getting throughi k was characteristic of his determination that he 
did not hesitate to accept Mohammed Ah s advice and was prepared 
to marry a woman according to Muslim rites 
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His choice fell upon a beautiful Malay girl named Mumrah, 
whom he had known since she was a little girl For her, as for 
him, it was a marriage of convenience Like every Malay, man or 
woman, she ardently desired to reach Mecca Every year she had 
watched the pilgrims embarking upon their journey and had wept 
because she was too poor to go with them Chale offered her 
fulfilment of her dream, and she accepted. 

They were married m Singapore and then prepared to set out 
on their great journey But as soon as Chale tried to obtain a 
visa for Jeddah (the port of Mecca) from the Singapore authorities, 
he encountered suspicion and hostility There was talk of “ inter- 
national complications ” He was told that his motives and 
circumstances must undergo the closest scrutiny He, therefore, 
decided to take Mumrah to England and to obtain the necessary 
visas at the Arabian Legation m London, having little doubt that 
he would be able to'convmce the Legation of his genumeness 

It was, therefore, with feelings of astomshment and bitter 
disappointment that he heard the secretary’s uncompromising 
refusal that December morning in 1935 But he knew that it 
would be folly to lose his temper or even to appear to be put 
out Since his conversion the calm of Islam had soothed his 
naturally passionate temper and had taught him the wisdom of 
patience Did not the Koran teach that the man who controlled 
his anger was stronger than he who overthrew his opponent m a 
wrestling match? 

“ What crime have I committed that I may not have the privilege 
of every Muslim he asked 

“ None, that I know of It is out of the question, that is 
all ” 

“But, why, in God’s name?” demanded Chale, battling for 
self-control 

“How long did you tell me you had been a Muslim?” 

“ Six weeks ” 

“ That is your answer. We have strict orders from Kin g Ibn 
Sand that no European may be granted a visa for Mecca and 
the Hedjaz unless he has been a Muslim for at least six years ” 

For a moment Chalfe was staggered This edict of the king 
took him completely by surprise He felt an immense personal 
gnevance for those bogus Muslims who had caused Ibn Saud to 
issue his decree Stall, they shouldn’t keep him out Master of 
himself again, he determined to get his way. 

“ Then give me a visa for Jeddah,” he said 
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It would be useless to you unless you are prepared to wait 
m Jeddah for six years.” 

The lunn s order makes it immensely hard for my wife, 
said Chalc. "She has travelled with me all the way from Sarawak 
hoping to perform the pilgrimage. 

Closely watching the Arab s eyes, Chalc saw thar expression 
change from indifference to interest 

** \ ou did not tell me you \v ere named,” he said sharply 
" You chdn t ask me 


** \ ou have her passport ? 

Chale produced iL The secretary scrutinized it through a 

magnifying glass, 

* Tnis certainly alters your ease, he admitted He spoke on 
the telephone to a colleague Finally he said In the circum- 
stances we will give your wife a visa tor the Hedjax. That covers 
Jeddah and means that she can go to Mecca and Medina ” 

M Thank you said Chalc. And what about me? She cannot 
undertake the journey alone 

We understand that perfectly Therefore uc will give you a 
visa for Jeddah Once you arc there it will depend entire!) on the 
authonucs whether you arc allowed to go to Mecca or not. 
Will that content your” 

Thank you , i said Chalc. It is said that it is wise to wear 
sandals until God sends one slippers. 

He left the legation with mixed emotions. Although he had 
not secured the visa for Mecca, at least he could Land with 
Munlrah at Jeddah. But the interview had revealed to him that 
the difficulty of reaching Mecca was even greater than he had 
imagined, and to Mecca nc was determined to go 

The visas secured, Chale was anxious to reach Jeddah as soon 
as possible. The date of the annual pilgrimage was approaching 
ana he did not know how long he might have to wait in 
Jeddah 

He and Munirah flew to Pans, took the train to Brindisi, and 
flew on to Alexandria. There they learned that there was an 
Egyptian pilgrim ship sailing from Suez in a few days. They 
obtained passages in her and embarked. 

They round an extraordinary collection of passengers on board 
Turks, Syrians, Moroccans, Africans, Egyptians and a party of 
Afghans who had walked to Suez from thar mountains and had 
been two yean on the way The pilgrims came from every class, 
poor and rich simple and sophisticated, humble and well-born 



I 


bWEN RUTTER 


64 

Some wore European suits and felt hats, others wore clothes 
whose fashion had not changed since the days of Mohammed 
Every mmute more came streaming up the gangway : mothers 
with babies strapped to their backs, children, and men so old 
that they could scarcely crawl on board, healthy people and 
dymg people, the halt and the blind Yet all had one thing in 
common every face, smooth or wrinkled, was transfigured by 
an expression of calm happiness' It seemed to bind that strangely 
assorted company into a lovely unity Poor and ragged, educated 
and well-to-do, all followed an ideal that was pure and selfless 
All stood upon a common level they were pilgrims to the 
Mother of Cities They were exalted by the thought that soon 
God in His goodness would allow them to behold ancient Arabia, 
the country of His prophet, the Holy Land of Islam 

There were no cabms for the third-class passengers, and Chale 
watched them scurrying forward with their bundles, and staking 
out claims by spreading their mats or mattresses upon the deck 
and erecting flimsy screens for the protection of their women- 
folk One man had a dried fish strapped to his arm Others - 
carried crates of fowls and ducks They produced cooking-pots and 
unpacked their baskets uf vegetables The ship would provide a 
ration of cooked rice every day and hot water would be available 
011 demand 

While the ship was at sea a muezzin summoned the pilgrims 
tc prayer five times a day They hurried aft, spread their 
praying-carpets, and turned towards Mecca for their devotions 
A curious silence would fall over the ship There was no sound 
but the steady chug-chug of the engines, the voice of the Imam 
who led in prayer, and the responses of the worshippers as their 
bodies rose and fell in supplication \ 

The ship anchored some distance from the port of Jeddah, 
owing to a maze of coral reefs, and the pilgrims went ashore in 
red-sailed Arab dhows Chale was a conspicuous figure in his 
tussore-silk suit as he entered the ramshackle customs shed, which 
was in the charge of a sinister-looking Syrian, with black whiskers, 
one eye, two daggers and a sword The whole place was in a 
turmoil, but finally Chale got his baggage through The one- 
eyed Syrian told him to attend at the police-station in an hour. 

He and Mumrah found an Arab hotel, a lofty building of> 
sandstone, many stories high They were given a room on the 
fifth floor, furnished with a black iron bedstead, daubed with 
silver paint and hung with a pink mosquito-net, and a couple of 
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Elizabeth's vagabond knight 

Sir Ft an cis Dra\e, most audacious , reckless and adventurous of the 
brilliant band of adventurers that added lustre to Elizabeth’ s reign 
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nckety chain. Leading out of the room was a bathroom with 
a water jar and a on dipper 

After a meal of nee and date* they made their way to the 
police station where they found the onc<ycd Synan who examined 
their passports with an enormous magnifying glass. After asking 
Chale innumerable questions he said that Cnale s papers must 
go to the chief of police, who would pass them to the Emir of 
Jrddah, who in turn would forward them to Mecca, How long 
would that take? A shrug indicated that One Eye did not know 
and did not greatly care, 

Chale now realized that if his papers were to be dealt with in 
time for him to go on the pilgrimage he must have helpers in 
Jeddah and in Mecca He knew that the control of the pilgrimage 
11 largely in the hands of the sheiks of Mecca, Arabs of pure 
descent, who have thar agents in Jeddah and m all the chief 
towns of the Moslem world Each sheik has control of a 
definite region and when a Muslim wishes to go on the pilgrimage 
he entrusts his money and his affairs to the hands of one of the 
sheik s agents, who makes all arrangements for him. 

So far Chale had not chosen a sheik, since he had been afraid 
of falling into the wrong hands, but now he saw that he must do 
so without delay The police -station was thronged with agents 
of the various sheiks ana Chale had seen one whose appearance 
impressed him favourably His name was Mohammed Saleh, son 
of Mustapha Babb, the agent of Abdul Rhaman Getan who 
Chale had heard was one of the most powerful sheiks of 
Mecca 

41 Have you yet named a sheik? inquired One Eye, when 
he had collected as many documents as Chale could give him, 

M Not yet. But I now name Abdul Rahman Getan, said 
Chale in a loud voice. 

" God be with you replied One Eye, to indicate that the 
interview was at an end. 

Chale and Mum rah left the police-station with Mohammed 
Saleh, who assured them that he, his father and Sheik Abdul 
Rahman Getan, would do everything in thar power to get the 
papers thrrxigh quickly and assist them m every way while they 
remained in the Hedjaz. 

They returned to the hotel, and sat m their room discussing 
wa y* and means, Chale was feeling more optimistic than he had 
felt for weeks. 

Suddenly there was a clatter outside. The door was flung 
O-l.S. c 
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Open and six Arab soldiers marched into the room with rifles am 
fixed bayonets They grounded their rifles on the floor Thei 
non-commissioned officer announced that he had a message £ron 
the chief of police 

“ The chief of police wishes to tell you,” he declared, “ tha 
you may have to stay in Jeddah a long tame. It may be ten days 
ten months, or ten years ” 

“ Al-hamdu-Ullah,” replied Chale equably. “ God’s will b 
done ” 

The soldiers sloped their rifles and clumped out 

Saleh then took Chale to meet his father, Mustapha Babli, ; 
fine type of Arab, who advised him not to be depressed by th 
message from the chief of police 

“ The plough bites deep only where the soil is soft, brother,” hi 
said “ Difficulties there may be, but my son and I will ovcrcom 
them, if Got! wills ” 

He insisted that Chale and Munirah must stay in his hous 
until they went to Mecca but warned him that until his paper 
came through he must not leave the house unless accompanied b; 
Saleh and that on no account must he go outside the walls o 
Jeddah 

Chale realized that this meant that he was for all intents am 
circumstances a prisoner But he accepted the situation and the 
moved to Mustapha Babb’s house, an old stone building, fiv 
stones high with an immense wooden doorway He was accoir 
modated in Saleh’s room on the first floor, a spacious chambe 
spread with beautiful Meccan carpets Along the walls was 
continuous settee, with many cushions On one side, juttini 
out over the street, was a large alcove with latticed windows 
here the men spread their sleeping-mats at night Munirah livei 
in the women’s quarters, which were entirely separate from th 
men’s 

On Mustapha Babli’ s advice Chale underwent the operation c 
circumcision, and discarded his European suit for Arab dress 
the mishlah, a long flowing robe of woven camel’s hair, conceahn; 
the white cotton shirt and trousers worn beneath it, and a whit 
head-covering of plain cashmere, draped over the head to shelte 
the neck from the sun and kept in place by the rope-like igal c 
black camel’s hair He found the clothes comfortable and the 
made him less conspicuous He now spoke Arabic fluently, am 
most people took him for a Syrian or a Turk 

Had it not been for his anxiety about the future, he wouli 
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have found his life in Jeddah agreeable enough But as day* went 
b) and he had no news about his papers he grew more and 
more anxious. At his urgent request Saleh arranged an interview 
for him with the Elmir of Jeddah but although the Emir received 
him courteousl) it was clear that he was not to be humed The 
papers had been sent to Mecca and it would be necessary to 
wait until the) were returned 

Chile left the office more despondent than he had entered but 
two days later was encouraged to find that Sheik Abdul Rahman 
Getan fud come from Mecca to sec him He was an Arab of 
medium height ihghll) lame with large intelligent c)es Both 
Saleh and Mustapha Habit treated htm with the utmost deference 
kissing his hand m meeting 

He announced that Fctsil the Emir of Mecca was coming to 
Jeddah that verv da) and said that he had arranged for Chalc 
to be given an audience. 

The Emir s palace was a modern building some distance outside 
the walls of Jeddah. When Chalc was ushered into his presence 
he found him to be a man of great dignity and natural com 
mand. Seated upon a throne of cbonv inlaid with mother-of 
pearl he listened intently as Chalc explained lus wish to go to 
Mecca then promised to forward the papers to his father, king 
Ibn Saud since no convert might go to Mecca without a permit 
granted under his personal seal. 

Chalc had not known that the king examined every anph 
cation from a Muslim convert. He had imagined that Felsal him 
self had the power to grant permission ana had hoped to secure 
h. But he could see that it would be no good pleading, so he 
dunked the Emir and asked leave to depart 

A long period of waiting and suspense followed Chalc 
telephoned daily to Getan at Mecca to ask if there were any news, 
hut none came The day of the pilgrimage was drawing near 
The dty was full of passing people. Pilgrims were going up to 
Mecca all the time Chalc would watch them streaming through 
the gate on to the Mecca road with envy in his heart, wondering 
how long it would be before he could follow them 00 a similar 
journey 

Thai one morning Saleh came home jubilant At last all was 
wdl thanks be to God I Ibn Saud had signed the papers and 
returned them to Jeddah Chalc hastened to the Emirs office, 
where he received the worst blow of all 

M Your papers arc now in order the Emir told him agreeably 
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They formally admit that you are a Muslim But I have received 
no authority to give them to you, and whether you will be allowed 
to go to Mecca until six years have passed I cannot tell!” 

Chale was frantic with anxiety but he refused to give m He 
argued, he implored But nothing would induce the Emir to 
hand over the papers without authority 

Chale left the office in a state of utter dejection But when he 
reached Mustapha Babb’s house he found everyone in a bubble of 
excitement Ibn Saud was coming to Jeddah to express his sym- 
pathy to the British Minister on the death of King George Here 
was a chance, said Mustapha Babh An audience with the king 
.might solve everything He promised to contrive one 

Three days later Chale watched the king’s arrival at the 



side of his own car three of his personal bodyguard of negroes 
were standing on the running-board They were dressed in scarlet, 
with drawn swords m their hands and pistols in their belts. 

Thanks to the good offices of Mustapha Babb’s friends, the 
king consented to receive Chale after the midday prayer 

When Chale entered the audience chamber in which he had 
met Emir Feisal, he saw that it was lined with black slaves who 
sat cross-legged on the floor, armed with pistols, swords and 
daggers 

The king was seated on the ebony throne, his hands resting 
upon his knees Even in that position Chale could see that he 
was tall and powerful. His complexion was a rich deep-brown, 
his face bearded One of his eyes was blind Chale was struck 
with his alertness His body was never still, and his head turned 
this way and that as he looked keenly from one person to another, 
although his hands never left his knees 

Chale was presented The king touched his hand and gave 
him leave to be seated Chale told his story, made his plea. 

If pilgrims are genume I do not wish to prevent them 
from going to Mecca,” declared the king “ That would be 
against the will of God But if they be not true, then I will 
protect Mecca ” He said this in an aggressive, emphatic manner, 
and added : “ So I have been forced to make a rule that converts 
must not only have been Muslims for six years, but must have lived 
in Jeddah for six years ” 

Chale became desperate By this time he had sized up Ibn 
Saud, and come to the conclusion that bold measures would 
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serv c him hot The ling was a fighter He would appreciate a 
fighter 

I came to Arabia, he said with the intention of per 
forming the Haj in my heart A* King of the faithful Your 
Majesty know* that if a man 1 intention it genuine God will count 
him at haring made the pilgrimage cren if hit body he prevented 
from reaching the hoi) at) It tt written in the Koran that if 
my man prevent a true believer from making the Haj he mu* 
take upon htmtclf the uni of the other who will he forgiven them 
at though he had liccn punfitd upon the l*Um cf Arafat. 

Chafe pauted to kl hit woras take effect The king wru 
silent his rat leu body mil for the fun time uncc the audience 
began Chale had worked humclf up into a state of interne 
emotional excitement Hu whole wall wai let on dominating the 
king t. He extended hit lean forefinger and pointed it at the 
king! eye*. 

In preventing me going to Mecca he laid ilow ) u ^<»ur 
Majesty prepared to accept the Iwrden of my uni? 

As he said these worth, to pregnant with grate implication to 
a Muihm he watched the kingi fa c He law it blench Ilvri 
Saud King of Arahp was ihakcn because believing tlie Koran 
he knew Chale to he putified in what he said 
Even w, h!s digtui) forbade him to relent 
** Your words arc true Abdul Rahman M he said J o turn a 
true believer back from the Holy City 11 a grate responsibility 
even for a lung \ ct I cannot give my anivver now I mtiK 
consult my advisers at Mecca and 1 will lend jou ipeedy word-** 
Hut in ipite of the king 1 promue the days patted and no 
aniwcr came, Jeddah became almost empty At bit only two 
days remained Chale was overcome by terrible despondency 
Even Mumrah whose terene courage had lupported him, now 
abandoned hope. » 

Suddenly Saleh came running to say tliat the Emir of Jeddah 
wanted to speak to Chale on the tcleplionc Chale hastened to the 
post office. 


I have received the king s permission for you to go to 
Mecca said the Emir t voice. 

” All thanks be to God I said Chale. 

** But that message has only come by telephone. 1 must wait 
for the letter of confirmation before I can allow you to leave. 

** But it may not come for days. Your Highness! ^cncd Chale m 
despair 
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His old resolution 


Chale fell 


L when 

'iind 


* It will be necessary to wait/’ 

Now Chale was ready to fight again 
returned, like life to a numbed limb\ , 

, “If I do not go now,” he said, -\*e k.ng will be angry 

It is his will that I should go!” V , . 

There was a short silence at the end on linc 
that his thrust had gone home » , . ^ i 

“ I will telephone to Mecca and ask for 
sent by special messenger, said the Emir at 
arrive tonight ” * , . 

Late that evenmg the one-eyed Syrian delivcred\; thc P a P£!, 
Chale A special car had brought diem from the Es/ n S C [ C 
was now nothing to prevent Chale and Munirah fromt* S oin S 
Mecca in the morning * . , 

He was up before dawn The distance from Jeddah tAf 1 ^^ cca 
is seventy miles The only means of reaching the Hofy^ ^ ^ 
ui time for the annual ceremonies was to hire a car But 
Chale reached the depot of the Government Monopoly he fi 
that every car was gone 

Panic seized him Without a car they could not arrive V 11 
time! Surely someone in Mecca must have a car He would pa«^ 
anything for it 

At last an enormous lorry, fitted with wooden benches, was' 
discovered Chale hired it at once The driver had not been 
expecting to go to Mecca He had no pass Old Mustapha 
Babh went hobbling off to the police-station to secure the pass 
while Chale and Munirah made their purification for the journey, 
making a complete ablution of their bodies and then donning 
the thram, the two pieces of seamless white cloth which every 
pilgrim must wear upon the holy journey Then they loaded 
their suitcases on the lorry, and set off for the Holy City 

As the lorry bumped and bounced over the rough road they 
passed httle bands of stragglers chanting the pilgrims? hymn, 
" Labayyf{ Allahumma labayy\ ” — “ Here am I, O God, here am 
I*” When Chale stopped the lorry and picked up the weakest of 
them, they gave him no thanks, but praised God for His mercy 
in allowing them to reach Mecca in time 
At length they passed the two whitewashed stones which mark 
the boundaries of the Holy Land, where none but Muslims may 
tread The pilgrims began to chant with' renewed fervour. A 
few miles farther on Munirah clutched Chale’s hand with a gasp 
of wonder and relief. 1 
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There was Mecca! 

It by before them gleaming in the sunshine surrounded by a 
rampart of tawny hills They could sec the flat topped buildings 
and the minarets of the great roofless mosque, whose vast 
courtyard is open to the sk) 

Chalc had no eyes for the loveliness of that scene, upon which 
only a Muslim maj look To him Mecca was less a aty than 
an idea which for oser a thousand years had drawn men and 
women from all oser the world together in brotherhood and 
worship A* he gazed upon the aty whose name has become a 
synonym for the goal of men s desires, he felt that he was in the 
presence of something that was linked to the Divine. 

Leaving the lorry at the aty gate they made their way through 
the narrow streets dense wnth the pilgnms of man) nations, to 
Getan s house. Getan greeted them warmly 
You are come by God s will he said. 

He had engaged tor them a guide instructor who would teach 
them the ntuaT of the ceremonies to be performed There was no 
time to be lost, and after n short rest they set off to join in the 
procession ro^nd the kaaba the anaent house of God, which 
stands in the centre of the courtyard of the great mosque a plain 
oblong building of brown basalt, immensely old covered with a 
vast black cloth embroidered in gold thread with texts from the 
Koran This is the prvot round which the faith of Islam revolves 
It U the very heart of Islam, and even pilgnm must make seven 
circuits of the marble pavement which surrounds it, stopping 
once to kiss the sacred black stone which is embedded in one 
comer of the building and protected by a silver mount Many 
Muslims believe that the stone came from Paradise, when it was 
pure while, and that it is now black from absorbing the sins of 
the pilgrims who kiss its surface. It is said that it is the only 
relic of an older building and that Abraham used it ns a foundation 
stone when he rebuilt the temple by God s command 

Chalc and Mumrah joined the tide of pilgnms making the 
circuit. As they approached the stone the crush became grater 

Chale and Munlrah had a terrible struggle not to be swept 
away So fierce was the press that Chale had his mtshlah torn 
from his back He grabbed it before the crowd could trample it 
underfoot and forced his way through the seething mass, Munirah 
clinging to him, temfied but intent. It needed all his strength to 
force his way through, and even then they could not reach the 
stone because a Bedouin in front of them was dinging to the 
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silver mount and refused to move He paid no heed to the 
commands of the Arab policeman who stood beside the stone, armed 
with a stick, and seemed oblivious to pam when belaboured over 
the head and shoulders, but clung on, his hps pressed fervently 
tc the stone At last the policeman dislodged him There was a 
rush for the next place, but the policeman held off the crowd so 
that Munirah could take her turn By this time she, too, had 
caught the fervour and clung to the stone with such ecstasy that 
Chale had difficulty m getting her away after he had 
performed the ceremony himself 

They fought their way through the crowd agam to drmk water 
from the holy well of Zem Zem, which Muslims identify with 
the well which God showed Hagar m the wilderness, and then, 
having completed the required ceremonies, they joined the pro- 
cession of pilgrims to the Plain of Arafat, which lies fifteen miles 
north-west of Mecca, jommg a throng of camels, donkeys, Arab 
pomes, cars and lorries, and pilgrims marching on foot. 

The plain was a vast encampment of tiny tents They pitched 
their own and next day awaited the great moment of the pilgrimage 

As soon as the afternoon prayer was over the pilgrims came 
streaming from their tents Plucking off the upper garments of 
their ihram they began waving them wildly to the sky and from 
three hundred thousand voices rose the tumultuous chant, 
" Labayy\ Allahumma labayy\l” 

While the chanting was at its height, while the pilgrims were 
swaying in supplication for the forgiveness of their sins, while the 
white ihram were fluttering like the banners of an army, out of 
the valley swept that mysterious wind of which Chale had so often 
heard the whirlwind of Arafat 

He saw it coming a vast pillar of whirling sand, dark against 
the blue sky Every man and woman upon the plam had been 
expecting it For thirteen hundred years it had come, punctually 
at the same hour, on the day of the pilgrimage and on that day 
only The chanting and the supplications increased in fervour as 
the wind came racing and raging over the plain with a menacing 
droning sound As it hit the tents it laid most of them flat The 
crack of snapping poles and the ripping of canvas added to the 
uproar. The pilgrims bent their half-naked bodies to the stinging 
sand Some leapt to seize the tent-ropes before they were hurled 
away Others ran to the panic-stricken beasts Camels and donkeys 
were stampeding Terrified sheep, awaiting sacrifice, went career- 
ing through the crowd The women set up a shrill yelling behind 
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thar screens. On every side men were groping gasping falling, 
their hair awry, their bodies buffeted by the wind and smitten by 
the sand. 

Three times the wind stormed round the plain, then died 
away with as httlc warning as it had come. For a few moments 
an intense calm fell Then from the pilgrims, went up a great 
ugh of content and satisfaction one massed murmur of thankful- 
ness to God. The climax of the pilgrimage was over The 
departing whirlwind had borne with it the sins of three hundred 
thousand souls. 

The great multitude began to stream bach across the plain. 
Chalc stood apart and watched them go His spirit was tranquil 
and appeased. Other ceremonies by ahead and they still had to 
visit the tomb of Mohammed at Medina, the second holy aty of 
Arabia Then he would see Munirah safely bach to ner own 
country His choice of her had been justified, she had been 
brave uncomplaining gentle, and when need arose, most wise. 
She had grown dearer to him than he could have believed They 
would part in peace with affection and respect and she would 
return to Sarawak with the venerated tide of Haja to show that she 
had been on the pilgrimage. For himself now that the climax 
cf the pilgrimage was over, he felt at the beginning of a new life 
rather than at a journey s end. All his anxieties, his sacrifices, his 
tribulations were as nothing B) his struggle against adversity he 
tad fulfilled himself ana by attaining his purpose he had 
achieved a spiritual victory which wo ill a sustain him all his life. 
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silver mount and refused to move He paid no heed to the 
commands of the Arab policeman who stood beside the stone, armed 
with a stick, and seemed oblivious to pain when belaboured over 
the head and shoulders, but clung on, his lips pressed fervently 
tc the stone At last the policeman dislodged him. There was a 
rush for the next place, but the policeman held off the crowd so 
that Mumrah could take her turn By this time she, too, had 
caught the fervour and clung to the stone with such ecstasy that 
Chale had difficulty in getting her away after he had 
performed the ceremony himself 

They fought their way through the crowd again to drink water 
from the holy well of Zem Zem, which Muslims identify with 
the well which God showed Hagar in the wilderness, and then, 
having completed the required ceremonies, they joined the pro- 
cession of pilgrims to the Plain of Arafat, which lies fifteen miles 
north-west of Mecca, joining a throng of camels, donkeys, Arab 
pomes, cars and lorries, and pilgrims marching on foot. 

The plain was a vast encampment of tiny tents They pitched 
their own and next day awaited the great moment of the pilgrimage 
As soon as the afternoon prayer was over the pilgrims came 
streaming from their tents. Plucking off the upper garments of 
their ihram they began waving them wildly to the sky and from 
three hundred thousand voices rose the tumultuous chant, 
" habayy\ Allahumma labayy\\ ” 

While the chanting was at its height, while the pilgrims were 
swaying in supplication for the forgiveness of their sms, while the 
white ihram were fluttering like the banners of an army, out of 
the valley swept that mysterious wind of which Chale had so often 
heard the whirlwind of Arafat 

He saw it coming a vast pillar of whirling sand, dark against 
the blue sky Every man and woman upon the plam had been 
expecting it. For thirteen hundred years it had come, punctually 
at the same hour, on the day of the pilgrimage and on that day 
only. The chanting and the supplications increased in fervour as 
the wind came racing and raging over the plam with a menacing 
droning sound As it hit the tents it laid most of them flat. The 
crack of snapping poles and the ripping of canvas added to the 
uproar. The pilgrims bent theif half-naked bodies to the stinging 
sand. Some leapt to seize the tent-ropes before they were hurled 
away Others ran to the panic-stricken beasts Camels and donkevs 
were stampeding Temned sheep, awaiting sacrifice, went career- 
ing through the crowd The women set up a shrill yelling behind 
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their screens On c\cry side men were griping gasping falling 
their hair awry, their bodies buffeted ly the wind and smitten by 
the sand. 

Three times the wind stormed round the plain then died 
□way with as little warning as it had come Tor a few moments 
an Intense calm felt Then from the pilgrim* went up a great 
ugh cf content and satisfaction one massed murmur of thankful- 
ness to Cod The cltmax cf the pilgrimage was o\er The 
departing whirlwind had borne with it the sins of three hundred 
thousand toult. 

The great multitude bepn to stream bach across the plain. 
Chale stood apart and watched them go His spirit was tranquil 
and appeased Other ceremonies by ahead and they still had to 
mm the tomb of Mohammed at Medina the secona hole at) of 
Arabia Then he would see Munirah safely bad to her own 
country His cho'cc of her had brn justified she had been 
brase uncompbining gentle and when need arose most wise. 
She had grown dearer to him than he could hare belies cd They 
would part in peace with affection and reipcet and she would 
return to Sarawak with the venerated title of Hajj to show that she 
had been on the pilgrimage Tor himself now that the climax 
cf the pilgrimage was over, he felt at the beginning of a new life 
rather than at a journey s end All his anxieties his sacrifices, his 
trlbubtions were as nothing II) his struggle against adscruty he 
had fulfilled himself and by attaining his purpose he had 
achieved a spiritual victory which would sustain him all his life. 
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TRAGEDY ON LOST WORLD 
PLATEAU 

By 

HUGH BROADBRIDGE 

A n air liner goes from pomt to pomt on schedule — and it is 
routine. It crashes dreadfully — stark, sudden tragedy, but 
“ short-lived When it fails to arrive at its destination without 
explanation, the whole world hushes and waits for news 

Anything may have happened, a forced landmg m the wilds, 
safety after peril, silent and awful disaster All is supposition till 
the day when the newspapers carry headlines telling of joy, sadness, 
anxiety or heroism The air crash m Australia on February 19, 
1937, combined them all 

On that day, the Stinson monoplane V-UHH, of Australian 
Air Lines, took off for the scheduled flight from Brisbane to Sydney, 
calling at Rockhampton and Archerfield After pickmg up 
passengers at the latter place, it vamshed from human knowledge 
for nine long days The weather was fine, though incoming pilots 
had reported cloud on the hills and dirty-looking weather along 
the coast The conditions were ripe for a cyclone 

There followed the greatest search m the history of Australian 
aviation Misleading information and empty stones badly handi- 
capped the searchers On the morning after the plane disappeared, 
it was reported as having been seen near Newcastle Ten airplanes 
combed the area for nothing Wreckage washed ashore at Palm 
Beach was said to be that of the lost Stinson, but it was not. 

Reports persisted from the Broken Bay area, near Newcastle, 
fishermen assuring the world that the red-tailed monoplane had 
been seen fighting a cyclone on the seaboard, after which it had 
vanished When the weather cleared on Sunday, February 21, 
twenty-eight airplanes flew over every foot of the territory for fifty' 
miles inland and far out to sea Their fruidess efforts almost 
brought hope to an end It was reluctantly assumed that the air 
finer had been blown out to sea and, crashing there, had gone to 
an unknown grave 

> “ Eye witnesses,” however, still sent in reports For the first 
time, it was said on the Monday that the air finer had reached a 
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point ant) twenty miles from S)dnc) The captain of a ship was 
sure he had seen it flying into the norm at Barrcnjocy When this 
story prosed baseless a new uhuper came from the Hawkesbury 
River Once more search disclosed nothing at all 

Tuesday aw a new aerial sunt) of the mountains between 
\V ingham and Wollanda where a shining object had been seen 
far away I’coplc Using in the district aid a plane had been seen 
nearby on the tateful Friday This and man) similar stones began 
from the adventures of a Royal Air Force machine which got lost 
in the storm but reached its hav: safe!) 

The official search was abandoned on Wednesda) February zj 
and with it went the hopes of nearly everybody tn Australia and 
the world An exception was Mrs, Proud mother of a passenger 
who had boarded the liner at Archerficld and who unwaveringly 
believed in her bo) s afet) Slie spurred a new search with a gift 
of £joo and the whole stretch of country each side of the air route 
was carefull) examined a!! to no purpose The usual clues were 
provided and raised hopes only to dash them lower still 

On Saturday morning when no fresh information had been 
received, when a reward offered b\ Australian Air Lines had availed 
nothing hope was finally abandoned. The names of passengers 
and crew were sadly listed as dead and the sea was recognized 
as the sexton. 

Hut mcrcifull) it was not the end From the disaster two 
great tales of rescue emerge, one that succeeded gloriously, one that 
failed even more gloriously The first really began on the day before 
hope had finall) been given up 

Just north of the New South Wales border is the gnm wild 
beauty of the Queensland National Park It is heavily umbered 
almost without trails and is a high plateau riven by jungle-clad 
gorges. The highest point is four thousand feet above the sea at 
the end of the Maepberson Range where the plateau breaks off 
abruptly and the blue foothills slope into New' South Wales. 
Widely-scattered farms reach to the edges of the uplands and there 
arc a few resorts to which trails have been made for tourists. But 
that is all The rest is savage wilderness and will probably remain 
so for all time. 

In this primeval land, Bernard O Reilly, a grazier, had carved 
himself a holding and had constructed a smallguest house known 
far and wide as the National Park Hostel There he lived with 
his family and to him came the first scraps of information about 
the disappearance of the air liner all of which pointed to the same 
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end The way he acted upon them was his idea alone and only 
a superb bushman and a man of courage and tenacity could have 
carried it out 

He had listened each day to the radio reports with hardly more 
than the average man’s regret, except that the fact that the hner’s 
route lay near to the Macpherson Range gave him a slightly more 
personal interest Even when a neighbour in Kerry told him on 
February 21 that she had seen a plane fly mg towards the mountains, 
he thought no more about it There had been so many stories like 
that 

But, a week after the Stinson vanished, his brother, who also 
lived m the nearby township of Kerry, told him exacdy the same 
thing On the following day, a friend corroborated the facts For 
the first time, Bernard O’Reilly began to think that the missing air 
finer might not have got over the Macpherson Mountains He 
knew the peaks, their treacherous air currents and shifting cloud- 
banks He knew that an aeroplane, flying, as he was told, far too 
low for its position and flying into cloud, could never have lifted 
to clear the tree-clad heights And the ravines were too narrow 
for it to go through It was likely that the cyclone roaring over 
the crests had forced the plane down until it ploughed into the 
trees and smashed to pieces on the grey cliffs. There was no place 
for a safe forced landing for many miles 

He resolved at once to search so far as was possible, well aware 
that the trackless country would limit his range and exhaust', him 
quickly Trusting himself and feeling that companions would only 
slow his progress, he collected rations for a week and rode into the 
foothills until the track petered out. After that, he covered five 
painful miles through jungles of cane and along dripping gorges 
* that hug the border of New South Wales His knowledge of the 
country enabled him to guess roughly the line an airplane in distress 
must take if confronted by the plateau 

y Blanketless and alone, he camped in the hills for the night, ready 
to begin on the hardest part of the job in the morning Dawn 
brought him keen incentive and full daylight a great reward 
Gazing out from a vantage point over the limitless ranges of peaks 
standing grimly one behind the other, he saw, far away and high 
on a wooded mountainside, a patch of brown in the living green 
Ir could be caused only by one dung — fire And fire m that lonely 
place and in that isolated patch, after wet weather, could be the 
result only of lightning or petrol He was almost certam that it 
would prove to be the air liner, but rising gladness at the discovery 
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was checked by the dead brow n leaves of that ominous arclc Fire 
after an air crash rarelv leaves survivors, and the liner had been 
missing for nine awful days. 

Bernard O'Reilly began his climb The sticky licat made him 
sweat profusely and on the dampness, stuck dust and dirt from 
the age-old leaf-mould of the ground and smears from tangling 
vines. Branches whipped him a* he forced his way ever upwards 
and red weals showed on his skin Hacking and tearing and climb- 
ing*, his tough clothing shredded by thorns irritated by flies and 
bitten by pests of every description ne fought his way Cliffs were 
hidden tn the green twilight of the deadly woods, so that every 
clawing step had to be tested the farther side of every bush might 
be a precipice. 

He swung on vines with no ground beneath him and leaped 
to sustaining branches when time and again he was near to 
stepping on nothing at all Always the fearful clammy jungle rose 
at him always he struck bad at it winning along untrodden 
ways a yard at a time. He was completely determined to win 

When he was still two thousand feet below the brown patch in 
the trees, O Reilly was suddenly and tragically made aware that 
he was on the right track He came all at once into a tiny clearing 
Sitting there, in the dun green light and in a pose so natural that 
he thought him alive, was a man He sat on a great boulder back 
resting against a uec, as ihough casing himself after a strenuous 
tiek O Rally was so taken by surprise that he spoke to him but 
the man s terrible injuries showed him the truth before a reply 
could have been given In death he was almost alive. His name 
will certainly live 

O Rally left the body as it was and able to do nothing for the 
dead but noping again now to find survivors, went on with his 
journey Jungle and diff claimed him once more and he clambered 
successfully upwards oil he was m hailing distance of the burnt 
trees. Pausing he took breath and gave a ringing coo-oo-oo-eeh 
the cry that carries for miles through Australian bush country 

He repeated it at intervals, dunbing ever nearer to the scorched 
greenery, and, at last, almost overwhelmingly there came a faint 
reply A man lived up there, perhaps more than one. His muscles 
responded to his lifting heart and brought him more swiftly up 
through the last mazed yards of scrub He entered then a great 
opening in the trees made by crash and fire. 

At the foot of n giant tree and in front erf the stump* of two 
other trunks cut by its fall by the air liner The smooth, shining 
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fabric had gone. Only the propellers gleamed in the tangle of 
blackened wreckage. Pieces lay around lor many yards, ripped off 
by boughs diat had barred, for an instant only, the plunging 
weight. Charred wood and the pallid ash of leaves was heaped in 
a circle But for the wet weather, there might have been a raging 
bush fire that would have trapped any sumsors more mercilessly 
than the crashing plane 

Many yards away, where they had painfully crawled from the 
blazing wreck, lay two men They identified themselves as J. S 
Proud and J. R Binstcad Both were weak and ill from shock, 
exposure and starvation and one of Proud’s legs was smashed, the 
splintered bone protruding through the flesh, a focus-point for 
flics Weary days of pain had brought him to Ins last reserves ot 
strength, while Binstcad was physically exhausted by his daily 
purney of two hundred yards to fetch water fom Christmas Creek, 
a journey that took him five hours each time 

O’Reilly made them tea and gave them his remaining food In 
small portions He did what he could to ease Proud’s agony 
While that was being done, he became the first person to hear the 
story of the liner’s crash He saw the unique, heroic diary which 
Proud had scratched on a piece of metal from the shattered plane 

The first entry was 

“ On Friday the plane crashed on the hillside at 1.50 p m 
Trees could plainly be seen before the crash, about fifty feet from 
the starboard window 

“ Plane had a heavy list to starboard, and immediately crashed 
Got to the ground somehow or other, and it burst into flames 
Cabin filled with black smoke ” 

He mentioned briefly that he had been the first to get out, by 
smashing the window on the port side He then lay on the wing 
and pulled out Binstcad who, in turn, helped out ] G Westray, 
a young Englishman who was badly burned on the back and 
hands Nothing could be done for the other four men in the 
plane. They had not moved after the impact and now were lost 
in a hell of flame 

The rest of the diary was brief indeed. There was no word of 
the pyre that roared to heaven on that lonely hillside, no word 
of his own awful pain. There xvere but four more entries . 

“ When Westray got out he was suffering from burns to the 
back The heat was so great we had to get clear of the plane 
Rained like hell We kept fire up all night and rain petered out 
next morning 
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Saturday, 30 th morning Weal her has cleared Englishman 
left seeking a instance. Sang out he could see farmhouse. Did 
nor return. 

The tragedy behind that did not return 1” 

- Away long time the diaiy ended Nothing done. Do 
not know why search is not made. And last of alL Today 
hope is dwindling 

Those final words had hardly been scratched on the blackened 
metal when 0*Ralh s all a me through the trees and joy made 
them answer so weakly 

OTally left them directly he had done all in his power to 
comfort them. Rescue could not be done by one man and Proud 
was in desperate need of a doctor Foensh with impatience to 
bring back adequate help O Rally tore his way back through the 
pest ndden bush while the clouds sank lower on the gnm hills and 
turned the cenc light of the woods to a green darkness. In the 
ominous silence of the mountains, the crash and tar of his passing 
sounded thunderous and stones he kicked over hidden cliffs echoed 
a doren times. 

But nothing could stop him now He took risks in striving 
for more speed and found them justified Hours afterwards, 
utterly worn out, clothing torn and filthy, he reached the Upper 
Brisbane Creek Here he borrowed a horse and rode like a mad- 
man along the black soil track till he was able to change it for 
a motor truck At Lamington he came to the end of the telephone 
wire and gave his news to the world With that the first of the 
rescue stones ends Bernard O Rail) had done his rob, and done 
it magnificently He had pitted his skill In the buin against one 
of the wildest, toughest stretches of country in Australia for the 
sake of an Ida ana to save life if it was there to be saved The 
idea and its proof were both inspired Two men were to be given 
back to the world, a mystery dared up, joy and sadness to be 
unloosed. The whole wwld knew at last. And anything was 
better than not knowing 

Probably only a man with O Rally s peculiar knowledge of the 
Lamington Plateau could have succeeded One of the most 
renowned air searchers in Australia flew over the spot only a 
hundred feet above the trees and completely failed to sec the wreck. 
It was O Rally s instant reading of the meaning of that brown 
patch in the scrub that had been vital The rest had been courage 
and endurance. 

Before coming to Westray s bid for rescue, the story of the 
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bringing down of Proud and Bmstead deserves to be told It is an 
epic in itself 

Doctor Lawlor, of Hillview, with three brothers named 
Shepherd, left that night to join up with O’Reilly who, without 
a pause, turned back to do that appalling climb once more The 
doctor took everything necessary for amputating Proud’s leg, but 
no anesthetist could be found Stretchers were taken and the whole 
company armed itself with brush hooks and axes to carve a wide 
enough passage through the scrub Other parties started from 
different points Every man who could get there would be needed 
to take his turn at stretcher-bearing 

Dawn brought ram and low clouds so that the forest dnpped 
drearily on the parties and the going became more dangerous than 
ever owing to the slippery ground Nothing, however, checked 
the rescue They found Proud and Bmstead wet and miserable 
but strengthened a little by the food O’Reilly had left them 

Proud’s splintered leg had been badly , infected by flies but 
Doctor Lawlor believed he might save it Splints were cut from 
the bush and the leg was set for the arduous descent, a far more 
difficult feat than the climb up to the wreck It is worth recording 
to show the appalling nature of the country, that of eighty people 
who started with various rescue parties, only thirty-five managed 
to get through A prodigious exploit was accomplished by the 
proprietor of a Brisbane hotel who was so keen that he began his 
journey in a light tropical suit and bedroom slippers Despite that, 
he finished with the first group with his trousers torn to ribbons, 
covered with mud, feet badly cut but still keen 

A heroine of the party was an old marc named Jinny whose 
broad back carried rations for all She made the grade like a 
chamois, sometimes with three shaggy fetlocks in space but always 
with the vital one on firm ground 

Though they had left at dawn, night caught the rescuers before 
they could start back It rained hard again and the bitter cold of 
the heights forced them to make camp and shelter the two survivors 
One of the members went on alone to arrange for ambulances at the 
nearest point on a road 

The descent repeated the tale of strenuous work, except that it 
was magnified many times now by the carnage of two heavy 
stretchers Many hours later, the job was done and Proud and 
Bmstead lay comfortably in hospital, safe, sound and warm after 
many dajs Bernard O’Reilly’s triumph was complete 

But while Australia and the world paid tribute, the men who 



had died in the plane and the man who had died trying to find 
help were alio remembered When the story of Westray j incredible 
climb was read from hit tracks, his name rang across five continents 
Since Captain Oates walked out into the Antarctic blizzard, no 
deed of personal sacrifice such as this had brightened the pages 
of history 

Proud s diar) told how Westray left the scene of the crash and 
how he had cried out that he could see a farm So he undoubtedly 
could, but he was more than three thousand feet above it, three 
thousand feet of nightmare country to which he was an utter 
stranger That must be remembered J G Westray was a London 
business man, not a bushman He could not have nad the slightest 
idea what was involved in trying to reach that farm When he 
found out, he went on just the ome But the odds were far too 
great. 

He was very badly burned on the hack and his hands were 
scorched so that they must have given him agony every time he 
used them. And that meant every foot of the way down Even 
O Rally a skilled bushman and in the pink of condition, had 
saTed his life by his hands many times on his rescue climb 

Men in the rescue parties, men who were used to rough 
travelling swore that not for any price would they do that journey 
again. Yet Westray tackled it when seriously injured and nearly 
so very nearly succeeded. 

He crossed a stream wading knee and waist deep clambered 
over slippery moss-grown boulders, hung on vines, forced his way 
without knife or axe through fearful scrub Fallen trees pests 
, flies and the steamy warmth gave him hell and slowly began to 
reduce his strength He bled from a score of cuts and scratches, 
he fell down the odes of narrow chasms where waterfalls tore 
crazily through the skin of the mountains, but always he rose ngam 
to go on Always, too, he was that much weaker after every fall 
he survived and every obstacle be surmounted Over and over 
again, hu hands clutched a branch or rock to save himself and 
then were forced to open again by the pain from their burned 
vkin. Each time that happened it meant a fall often on to his 
injured back with renewed agony There is nothing so weakening 
a* pain reiterated without end 

It could not possibly last, and yet the end was the most amazing 
feat of heroic obstinacy he exhibited m all that terrific climb 

Eyes dimmed by utter exhaustion, worn with the pain of his 
burned back and of more r ec ent wounds, he fell twenty-five feet 
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over a hidden cliff on to jagged rocks below. In effect, that fall 
lolled him, though the end was delayed When, after a dreadful 
time, he rose from that terrible smash— and the miracle of it was 
that he rose at all — his wrist was broken, one eye was knocked out 
and his head was sorely injured. And still he went on Wonder- 
fully, amazingly, he went on 

Now he had to spend long minutes resting, clinging to any 
support the while His ebbing life had nearly been shocked from 
him. He was, in fact, dying on his feet. The last reserves of 
strength had chained away. Only the indomitable will kept him 
upright His body was almost dead but his mind was still on the 
30b It became a matter of minutes, then of how many more steps 
he could take The moment came when a further inch was an 
impossibility The torn and bloodstained body slumped on a 
rock, an incredible half-mile from where he had fallen over the 
cliff 

Even then he must have been hoping that a rest would let him 
recover a little He took out his cigarette case, and, after lighting 
a cigarette, laid the case beside him on the rock 

Slowly and painfully, almost unconsciously, he smoked half 
that cigarette, till at length the hand that held it took it no more 
to his mouth The cigarette went out half-smoked and it stayed 
between his dead fingers just as his body remained sitting That 
was why O’Reilly was startled mto speaking to him when first he 
saw him there 

So J G Westray died, having given everything he had to bring 
help to his injured companions on a journey that took a skilled 
bush party more than two hours to do It was a most glorious 
failure It is unforgettable 

He was buried where he died and his grave will be kept fresh 
for ever After the rescue on the heights above, parties of worn out 
men kept coming to the grave to stand there bareneaded and marvel 
at the deeds of that heroic man The terse comment of one of 
them is perhaps his best epitaph “ He had guts with a capital G ’ 

So ends the story of an air crash that thrilled the world with the 
mystery of its happening and the heroism that came out of it 
The air lines go on Engines throb again near the beautiful, deadly 
wilderness of Lost World Plateau. But tragedies that have 
happened are not forgotten Good comes of them, not least the 
conduct of men who were m them. A very gallant gentleman lies 
sleeping in the Australian wilds, and he has not died m vain 1 



DRAKES AMAZING VOYAGE 
ROUND THE WORLD 

By 

MICHAEL GEELAN 

S eldom In history has a woman s hand rocked the cradle of great 
events with such subtle!), naucncc and purpose as in the case 
of Queen Elizabeth and ncr vagabond knight Sir Franas 
Drake, that glamorous and intrepid sea-dog who was the first to 
sail an English ship around the world 

Elizabeth s royal favour was the mainspring of esents which 
set in motion those dreams and aspirations which were eventually 
to make England the supreme sea power among the nations, 
dauntless and impregnable Eras cry and enterprise thrived on her 
generous inspiration She stirred tnc hearts of men to action and 
adventure. They sharpened their swords on her enthusiasms and 
set their compiles b) her ambitions. The queen was cunning 
and ruthless. She was avaricious, as willing and anxious as any 
to profit from plunder slavery and conquest Dut this sharp- 
featured, vain and crafty spinster daughter of Henry VIII and 
Anne Bolcyn had this compensating virtue — that she believed with 
all her heart that England was as great a country as she w'as a queen 
Sir Franas Drake was a man after her own fashion. In Drake 
she uw reflected her own strength of purpose her own disregard 
foe scruples, her own greed for the sensation as well as the spoils 
of adventure and, above all else, her own desire that the might of 
Spin should be humbled and destroyed. 

It was that world-dominance of Spain that was the real inspire 
bon of Drake t epic voyage. But for that country s power, and 
an abuse of it, he might well have lived his days as on obscure 
sea-captain with no place in history s roraanbe story As It was, 
Spanuh arrogance and treachery led to his becoming a vivid figure 
in the gallery of his country s immortals — pirate, explorer 
devastating sea fighter and national idoL 

It is difficult to realize that when Drake first put to sea as a 
young man Spain was an indomitable world power proud 
fpcctacular and frightening Not since the days of the Roman 
Empire had any nation achieved such dominance. The authority 
83 



MICHAEL GEELAN 


84 

of King Philip II erhbraced both Spam and Portugal, as well as 
many of the most prosperous parts of Italy. Flanders and the 
Low Countries were his playthings He had a stranglehold on 
trade Between them Spam and Portugal filled their galleons- with 
the fabulous treasures of the New World Foreign shipping was 
scorned, and was in constant jeopardy on the high seas The 
Mediterranean, the Atlantic, the Pacific and the Indian oceans were 
the private “ lakes ” of these two countries To Philip of Spam 
the Pope had actually promised the kingdom and crown of 
England! 

Religious intolerance was rampant in Europe And strongest 
among the puppets of the Pope was King Philip, who was inde- 
fatigable in preserving and spreading the Roman Catholic faith 
Against him the reformers were more often than not impotent. 
As for Elizabeth who had been brave enough to reject an offer of 
marriage from the Spanish monarch, she was cautious not to incur 
the too drastic wrath of Philip until such time as the odds were less 
hazardous Indeed her statecraft — or scheming — m this direction 
was brilliant With every under-breath she cursed the Spaniards, 
yet with gentle words diverted their anger when the more gallant 
of her sailors resorted to open piracy on the high seas at the expense 
of the haughty Dons She could not risk open warfare For, to 
give them their due, the Spaniards were brave, resourceful and 
superbly equipped 

But through the years Elizabeth nursed her enmity She was 
a fountain of subversive propaganda There was growing up in 
England, she knew intuitively, a quiet strength, a surge of 
superiority, a restless cravmg for adventure and expansion, a breed 
of supermen all of which would be a match for the might of Spam 
The plundermg of Spanish ships and the running of the trade 
blockades gave her evident satisfaction Such acts were the growing- 
pams of a new imperialism Not for long now could the New 
World be kept closed to the new and awakened England 

The hour produced the men — gallant and competent — not least 
among whom was Drake He was bora in obscurity — between 
x 543 an d 1545 One of a family of twelve children, Drake had 
early evidence of the cruel and intolerant age into which he had 
been bora Because of religious persecution his father, a Devon- 
shire man, was forced to flee from his native county to the coast 
of Kent, where he became official preacher to the navy at Chatham 
He did not fail to inoculate young Drake with his own frenzy of 
faith, so much so that m future years the great man more than 
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once linked himself flatteringly with the Dat) and smugly 
reconciled his toughest exploits with divine providence. It did not 
worry him that as instrument of God his deeds would sc^rttdy 
bear the scrutiny of the law 

A brief survey of Drake s early career is an essential prelude to 
the story of his world voyage, as it is indicative of the shaping of 
his character and the birth of the motives which impelled Turn to 
set out upon that adventure. He was a lad of about fourteen years 
when he first went to sea, not because of any inborn mantime 
impulse not because of any inbred hatred of the Spaniards, but 
for the simple reason that his father could no longer afford to 
support hurt Nevertheless, as apprentice aboard a small coasting 
trading barque he displayed an immediate genius for seamanship 
The salt water got into his blood. He worked hard He was 
amenable to discipline. In emergency he showed initiative. 
Physical!) he was hard and strong mentally alert and receptive 
With remarkable facility he acquired a splendid knowledge of 
winds and tides, shoals and currents So much so that, when still 
a boy he could navigate the English Channel with ease. "His 
reward came when the owner of the barque died, leaving the tiny 
vessel to Drake. 

In 1567 Drake was well acquainted with Captain John Hawkins 
one of the greatest English seamen of his day and one who enjoyed 
the sly admiration and surreptitious subsidy of Queen Elisabeth 
Hawkins had a flair for trafficking in negro slaves, and the queen 
herself was undoubtedly not averse to sharing in his 111 gotten 
profits. When Hawkins planned a new voyage to the West Indies, 
Drake decided to join him. He was thirsty for adventure, and his 
conscience was in no manner affected by the thought of slave 
trading Permission obtained, he sold nis trading barque, and 
with the proceeds purchased a small craft called the Judith 
In October 1567 thq expedition sailed, a small convoy of seven 
vessels — amid and fragile craft to brave the tempestuous Atlantic — 
headed by Hawkins in the Jesus of Lubecl( (ironic name foe a 
slaving vessel), personally lent by E l i z abeth. 

At Cape Verde and along the coast of Guinea they succeeded 
in capturing several hundred unfortunate negroes, though they 
lost several men in the inevitable fighting Then, with their human 
cargo, they set sail for the Spanish West Indies, disposing of as many 
slaves as they could en route But disaster was impending Foul 
weather drove the little fleet into the port of San Juan d ulloa, in 
the Bay of Mexico Here, to their chagrin they round a number 
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of Spanish ships lying at anchor, and their apprehension increased 
with the appearance of a fleet of Spanish warships next morning 
Hawkms resorted to a desperate stroke of bluff Calmly he 
suggested to the Spanish admiral that a treaty should be arrived at, 
whereby the English would permit the warships to enter the harbour 
if they (the English) could retain temporary possession of the port 
and its battery. The Spaniards agreed, signed the treaty, but 
proceeded to exhibit rank treachery Haung attained the harbour, 
they turned on the English in vindictive fury They murdered 
those on shore, and captured the battery Then, from the fortress 
and their own ships, they proceeded to shoot the little English 
fleet almost to pieces Only two vessels survived — but they brought 
Hawkms and Drake safely back to England, to live and fight 
another day. 

Drake never forgave die Spaniards for that act of blatant 
treachery He was angry and bitter and revengeful Thenceforth, 
for the rest of his life, he was determined to strike hard and often 
at those who had become, not only England’s, but his own personal 
enemies He would harass and plunder and destroy them Yet 
litde did he realize that eventually he was destined to sweep them 
from the seas, to see their proud Armada at the mercy of the 
Enghsh and the elements 

During the next ten years Drake was schooling himself for die 
great adventure that was to make Enghsh seamanship, courage and 
audacity renowned, and was to give Philip of Spam the first big 
scare of his reign During that period he had his first glimpse 
of the Pacific, and resolved that he would follow m the wake of 
Magellan, would dare the dangerous passage through from the 
Atlantic. Meanwhile, he was content to plunder the Spaniards with 
cool deliberation Not the least spectacular of his exploits was in 
1572 when, with only two small ships and less than one hundred 
men, he attacked the city of Nombre de Dios, a vast treasure store- 
house in which was kept the riches obtained by the Spaniards from 
Mexico and Peru until such time as they could be shipped to Europe 
and to Philip. More daring stall, he ventured inland from Panama, 
surprising and capturing a mule train laden with gold and silver, 
pearls, rubies and diamonds His return to Plymouth was a 
triumphant one. 

Now Drake’s star was rising fast. The queen had heard, of 
course, of his swashbuckling, and had applauded him m secret 
Public recognition was completely out of the question, for Drake 
and his kind were purely private adventurers who could expett no 



DRAKt * VOTACr ROUND Tilt WORLD ®7 

belter fate than to be hanprtl from a yard arm If they fell captive 
to the Spaniard*. Still, such a man at Drake could not be ignored 
loth live queen and court circlet realized that he had potentialities 
of Interne ugnificance to England. lie vu» a paragon among 
pirates. In him «ai a spark of patriotism that might well light 
the fires of a new nationalism I le wai fearless and he had vision. 
And, above all he hated the Spaniard* to the point of fanaticism. 

Elizabeth decided that she must know him This Drake should 
he the ambassador of her own ambitions, her loyal and unrelenting 
servant on the seas. Drake was summoned to the magnetic 
presence. 

What manner of man did she meet? A strong vigorous, 
dynamic penonahtv with a brooding self assurance cageT and 
alert, impatient of obstacle and criticism bluff of speech and 
heavy of movement jet with a certain rough charm that women 
—among them Elizabeth— found captivating as well as 
picturesque. Like man) great sailors since he was not tall of 
stature but hiv limbs were sturd) and he had tremendous breadth 
of elves:. Urown hair curled low on his forehead A handsome 
beard rested on the fluted pleats of his ruffle Hnght grey eyes 
glinted with character and resolve Ills was “a well favoured 
layer and of cherrful countenance. 

The men who served under him were devoted to this umoue 
adventurer for he liad an infinite capantv for leadership He 
posed and strutted in many an orgy of self aggrandisement 
thirsted for applause and flattery, could rave and swear in torrents 
of salted oaths, despised weakness and vacillation never forgave 
an insult or an injury But he was gay and comradely, sparkling 
with vitality He never shirked his share either of work or danger 
and he could invest even the commonplace with the colour of 
romance and drama His men knew tliat his stern sense of duty 
and discipline was smoothed by the warmth of humanity ana 
justice. Kindliness came naturally to him Even when he 
realized to the full the abominable tortures inflicted by the 
Spaniards upon their captives, he continued to treat his owi 
prisoners with a consideration that was foreign to the times. 

The penetrative mind of Queen Elizabeth was quick to grasp 
the fact that Drake was thinking and planning on a big and 
breathless scale. He was determined that the impending voyage 
should satisfy even his prodigious appetite for adventure though 
he had then no intention of circling the globe. The peak of his 
ambition at that time was to tail through the Strait of Magellan 
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(as he had resolved to do years before) and, once in the Paafic, 
to plunder the Spanish treasure ships as they had never been 
plundered before And just to trim this rank piracy and private 
warfare with at least one feeble frill of authentic exploration, he 
allowed it to be whispered that he might found colonies in any 
suitable lands It was delightful bluff that deceived scarcely 
anyone, Elizabeth m particular All that she cared about was 
that the King of Spain’s beard should be well and truly singed, 
and that the royal share of the loot would be very gratifying. 

Drake’s expedition was eventually financed by a syndicate 
The queen herself was a prominent, if secret, shareholder, invest- 
ing a thousand crowns from her own tight pocket, and promising 
naval assistance So high was Drake’s prestige m the country, 
and so glowmg the new spirit of adventure, that eager volunteers 
were available from both London and Plymouth In addition to 
seamen, a corps of gentlemen adventurers was enlisted for 
operations on land 

By November, 1577, Drake was ready Though his vessels 
would to-day seem incredibly small and precarious, his was the 
largest fleet of its kind that had ever left England on a “ peaceful ” - 
errand The flagship in which he sailed as admiral (or “general,” 
as he was called then) was the Pelican — later to be re-christened 
the Golden Hind — a vessel of only a hundred and twenty tons and 
eighteen guns Then there was the Elizabeth, of eighty tons and 
eighteen guns, commanded by Captam John Winter, with her 
pinnace, the Benedict, the Marygold, of thirty tons and sixteen 
guns, and a supply ship, the Swan, of fifty tons Stored away in 
sections were a number of pinnaces, the usefulness of which Drake 
had proved on previous occasions The man-power of the expe- 
dition was only one hundred and sixty-four “ men, gentlemen and 
sailors ” A formidable store of ammunition and arms, including 
even bows and arrows, was earned 

A peculiar fnend of Drake’s at this penod was one Captain 
Thomas Doughty, a gentleman of positron and culture, a great 
scholar, a lawyer of the Temple, and a man of professed religious' 
convictions He was, at the same time, a master of plot and 
su tertuge, revelling in intrigue While pressing Drake’s case 
or the expedition in exalted circles, he had undoubtedly befcn 
playing some mystenous sort of double game Indeed, it was 

s perverse genius for double-dealing and his passion for crisis that, 
as later events will reveal, brought about his downfall and death. 
In the meantime, Drake was susceptible to the polished scoundrel’s 
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charm and gift of flattery and to him he extended a generous 
measure erf friendship 

With hi* teaboot* slumping once again on a ship s deck Drake 
was b an ecstasy of good spirit*. Inspired no doubt by the dc 
gancc of hi* friend Doughty l>c planned to live in style and luxury 
while at sea 1 lit cabin was appointed with furniture of the finest 
auk which i» still to he seen in Ikrkele) Cattle. Fven the vessel* 
tn the ihtps galley "'ere of pure uKtr There were fiddlers to 
march hit moods with muuc and a page to stand behind his chair 
Arul with fum round the world was to go of course hu renowned 
drum — the beat of which pulsates in history 

On the eve of the voyage there were ugly rumours that Doughty 
had l«ttra\cd the secret of the expedition to the Spanish Party in 
England (Drakes destination hating been publicly declared to be 
Alexandria), and that it was hti intention to engineer mutiny and 
Drake s death when the fleet had put to sea Such stones could 
not help reaching the ears of the great man himself but such was 
hu confidence in Doughty that he laughed them aside Not yet 
was he to discover the black treachery and ingratitude of his 
anrocratic friend. 

On Novcml vr 15, 1577 the expedition sailed out of Plymouth 
bound but 00 the second das a howling gale gave the vessels 
such a wicked drubbing that they were forced to make a limping 
return to port. A second and more auspicious start was made on 
December 13 and when the coast of England had faded Drake 
proudly announced to the rank and file that he had no intention 
of making for Alexandria hut that hu destination was the Pacific 
and hu objective riches beyond thar wildest dreams. 

Making straight for the west coast of Morocco, Drake enlivened 
the monotony by selling several valuable poxes, one of which be 
added to his fleet with Doughty Lri command. They made a fast 
run across the Bay of Biscay and down the west African coast to 
the Cape de Verde Islands. There, taking up the north-east 
trades, they struck across the Atlantic, crossed the Equator and 
made Brazil, on the South American continent after being out 
of sight of land for fift)*four days. 

By June 20 1578 they had reached Port St Julian on the cook 
of Patagonia, south of Argentina, where they were to spend part 
of the southern winter before embarking on the more crating 
and hazardous part of thar adventure. Magellan the renowned 
Portuguese explorer, had quelled a dangerous mutiny at St. Julian 
nearly nxi) years before, on the eve of penetrating the strait which 
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bears his name to the Pacific Now, after all these years, Drake 
was to be the first to follow in his wake — and was to win even 
greater glory 

Drake’s welcome to the harbour of St Julian was a sinister one 
High on a rotting gallows he saw hanging a human skeleton, 
picked clean by the vultures and bleached by the sun and rain 
many a long year ago It was all that remained to tell of the 
Magellan mutiny. And now Drake, in his turn, was to make this 
place the journey’s end of treachery For it was here that Thomas 
Doughty was to die 

The first six months of the voyage had revealed the plotter in 
his' true colours Not content witn having betrayed Drake ashore 
he now conspired to harass him afloat Still dazzled by the man’s 
brilliant personality, still feeling for him a warm if reluctant 
fnendship, Drake remained blind much longer than common sense 
demanded to Doughty’s evil machinations But the evidence 
against him assumed staggering proportions. When placed in 
command of a prize ship he was guilty of pilfering its treasure 
He had attempted to bnbe and corrupt one of Drake’s captains 
In the temporary absence of Drake from the Pelican he had talked 
sedition to die gendemen adventurers of the expedition, had both 
swaggered and bragged, insisting that he as well as Drake had 
been invested with the power of life and death by the queen, 
hinting that he possessed some startling evidence to the discredit 
of dieir leader. 

Nor was this all Doughty made the fatal blunder of blaming 
Drake’s own brother Thomas — who was a member of the expedi- 
tion — for his own acts of dishonesty on the prize vessel Drake 
was incensed His reluctance to believe the worst of Doughty was 
transformed into bitter condemnation Not only did he believe 
him to be a thief and a traitor, but he was convinced also that both 
Doughty and his brother John (also on the voyage) were guilty of 
black magic 

In those days, of course, even the church recognized the 
existence of witchcraft It was only natural, when told that the 
two men had boasted of being adept at evil practices, that Drake 
should believe this to be true He was certain that they were in 
league with the devil, that the safety and success of the expedition 
were being imperilled Never in his long experience had he known 
such weather as they had so far experienced They had en- 
countered unique belts of storm, and fits and starts of contrary 
winds had becalmed them for exceptional periods 



DRAKE * VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD 


91 


The tension became acute. Doughty ivas given no more 
dunces. On one occasion, when he dared to challenge Drakes 
supreme authority, that sturdy sea-dog buned the man s bluster 
ing* beneath a torrent of oaths, fdled him to the deck and ordered 
him to be pilloried at the roast. Finally, both brothers wereplaced 
under arrest. Addressing his men Drake declared that Thomas 
was a conjurer and a seditious fellow that John was a witch 
and apoisoner The latter he was inclined to treat with contempt 
but Thomas Doughty he was determined to bang for trial. 
Sedition had to be stamped out. 

The trial — one of the most remarkable in history — took place 
ashore at St. Jultan despite Doughty’s protest that he should face 
his judge at home in England Drake s enure company was 
assembled, and a jury' of forty’ empanelled. The indictment was 
as follows Thomas Doughty, you have sought by divers means, 
inasmuch as you may to discredit me to the great hindrance and 
overthrow of this voyage, besides other great matters which 1 
have to charge you, the which, if you clear yourself withal you 
and I shall be very great fnends, whereto the contrary you have 
deserved death. 


The evidence against him was strong circumstantial and 
convincing It left no shadow of doubt. Words were Doughty s 
only defence, and his eloquence led him only deeper into the 
auick sands of guilt. Cross-examined by Drake, he even confessed 
that, before leaving England, he had betrayed the secret of the 
\oyage to Lord Burleign, the Lord Treasurer whom the queen 
herself was anxious should be kept in ignorance because erf his 
known antagonism towards such projects. But he was not tried 
on this issue, neither was the question of witchcraft stressed The 
charge was essentially one of mutinous conduct. 

On that charge be was found guilty by a show of hands. The 
jury appears to have been unanimous Certainly with forty men 
to judge him including at least two who had been his intimate 
fnends, he was assured of justice. There may have been an ache 
in his heart, but there was no pity in his voice when Drake 
pronounced sentence of death, under the authority vested in him 
by the queen s commission The execution was fixed for forty 
eight hours hence. 


It can be said for Doughty that he squared up in a manly way 
to the inevitable. His fortitude was amazing So, too, was the 
drama of the last hours of his life. He was anxious to recave Holy 
Communion, and he and Drake knelt side by side to recave the 
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Holy Sacrament Then they dined together as of old, joked, 
drank each other’s healdi — the judge and the condemned 1 Doughty 
begged for a few moments with Drake in complete privacy. The 
request was granted, and it is believed that Doughty then made 
a complete confession, begging for the forgiveness or the man he 
had betrayed 

An eyewitness, believed to have been Thomas Drake, says this 
of the final scene " Mr Doughty came forth and kneeled down, 
preparing at once his neck for the axe, and his spirit for heaven, 
which having done, without long ceremony, as one who had 
before digested the whole tragedy, he desired all the rest to pray 
for him, and willed the executioner to do his office, not to fear 
nor spare ” 

The fallen head was lifted for the company of adventurers to 
see And there was iron in Drake at that moment “Lol this is 
the end of traitors 1” he said 

The fleet remained at St Julian throughout the southern mid- 
winter With the death of Doughty the danger of unrest and 
possibly mutiny had been finally averted, but Drake, thorough 
and forthright as always, was determined to sail again only with 
a company that was a hundred per cent amenable to discipline 
He did not bargain Nor did he threaten His methods were 
entirely his, own While he knew quite well that there were others 
unworthy of either his trust or his confidence, he adhered to his 
resolve not to pursue enquiries further Instead, with almost 
uncanny genius, he commanded that all ranks should make their 
confession to the chaplain, and should receive the Sacrament! 

Then he called his men together He told the chaplain that 
he had a sermon to preach — and preach it he did with studied 
benevolence, but with a sting in every whip-crack of his eloquence 
No mention was made of Doughty He declared, however, that 
there were others deserving of punishment, but that the past would 
be forgotten In the future there must be fellowship and under- 
standing between all ranks “ The gentlemen must haul and 
draw with the manner, and the mariner with the gentlemen ” 
Those who might resent these terms could, if they so wished, 
return home i m mediately in the Marygold But there must be no 
delay “If I find them m my way I will surely sink them,” he 
thundered. None accepted his offer The loyal were inspired by 
his just and noble attitude, the dissatisfied were shamed into 
silence The whole of his officers, whom he had temporanl) 
relegated to the ranks, were reinstated, a final appeal made to the 
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courage and patriotism of the entire company, and the stage was 
set for the second part of the great adventure. 

They set sail from St. Julian on August 17, 1578 the fleet now 
reduced to three ships — the Pelican the Mary gold and the 
Elizabeth — the remaining vessels having been burnt or abandoned 
as un sea worth) Three days sailing brought them to the entrance 
of the Strait of Magellan. 

It was a great moment for Drake Only Ferdinand Magellan 
the Portuguese explorer had navigated this passage from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific before him. Magellan had experienced 
penh in that mysterious waterway the story of which served only 
tt add spice to Drake s forthcoming adventure. He knew that 
they might never emerge again into the open sea His fleet was 
smaller even than Magellan\ and the fury of the tempest might 
dash his frail craft to destruction against the forest of rocks within 
It is doubtful if he had a chart If he did, it would base been far 
from dependable. 

As they approached the towering cliffs that canopied the 
entrance to the mystic corridor — the gateway of Drake s dreams 
— he exalted in the thrill and grandeur and romance of his 
adventure. The ships were ordered to strike their topsails in 
honour of the queen prayers were said, and in further celebration 
he changed the name of his own immortal flagship from the 
Pelican to the Golden Hind the Golden Hind being the crest of 
Sir Christopher Hatton Elizabeth s particular favourite of the 
moment. 

The passage through the stnut occupied sixteen days Sixteen 
days of excitement ana wonder that were not un mixed with fear 
and anxiety Haltingly they groped along winding their way 
around the rocks amid cold and ever-changing squalls, as though 
in some mystic and awe inspiring maze. Thor frosted breath 
came faster as they gazed at the snow-capped mountains that 
seemed to crowd down upon them with the threat and power of 
desolate majesty Everything around them was wild, primitive, 
spellbinding Occasionally to the north they could sec the fires 
of ns tire tribes. 

Drake landed his men on at least one island m the strait to 
christen it in the name of the queen Here they found a great 
store of fowl which could not fly of the bigness of geese whereof 
we killed in less than one day three thousand, and victualled 
ourselves thoroughly therewith These were, of course, penguins. 

It had been Drake s belief that, once through the stnut, he 
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could hasten north into warmer and calmer latitudes, but he was 
doomed to drastic disappointment The Pacific at once proceeded 
to belie the gentility of its name Drake had never seen or ridden 
such 'a sea; its fury was incredible Helpless before the gale the 
ships were driven six hundred miles to the south-east outside the 
dreaded Horn, where the waves are the highest and most perpetual 
in the world Where Drake had anticipated land there was 
boundless ocean 

Here was adventure with a vengeance Drake was not exactly 
lost, but the place where he expected to be did not exist! There 
was no continent to the south of the Horn, but wild, tempestuous 
waters that might be his grave 

The Marygold foundered in the storm that drove the Golden 
Hind south Captain Winter, m the Elizabeth, survived the 
elements and batded his way back into the shelter of the Magellan 
Strait. Here the Elizabeth remained for three weeks, lighting fires 
at mght m the hope that Drake would see the signal and return 
Winter knew perfectly well that his orders were that, if the ships 
became separated, he was to re- join Drake at Valparaiso, m Chile? 
but at the end of the three weeks he sailed for England instead 
It may have been cowardice. What is more likely, however, is 
that he took this opportunity of repaying the grudge he bore 
against Drake There is no evidence that he, too, was a traitor, 
but he had undoubtedly been one of Doughty’s sympathizers 

The Golden Hind took refuge among the islands which formed 
the Cape, calling them the “Elizabethides” and setting up a stone 
monument in honour of the queen With no opportunity of piracy 
at hand, he was very much the patriot While waiting for the 
spring and smoother weather, Drake occupied his time in making 
surveys, day-dreaming of the adventures still in store, and studying 
the native Patagonians, whose hardiness m going naked amid the 
ice and snow won his unstinted admiration 

In October, 1578, Drake set his course for Valparaiso, where he 
still believed that Wmter would keep their rendezvous, litdc 
realizing that the Marygold lay on the ocean bed and that the 
Elizabeth was speeding home to England with the false news that 
Drake’s drum was probably silent for ever On the way, while 
the Golden Hind was watering at an island, Drake was wounded 
by the arrows of hostile natives, one striking him below the pye, 
and his escape from death was a narrow one. , 

But the promise of rich and abundant loot at Valparaiso, and 
the reunion of his ships, was like a magic tonic to the dauntless 
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«*-do£ Hu first anticipation was certainly realized Riding at 
anchor with lew than a dozen crew aboard was a magnificent 
Spanish vend read) to ml with its treasures to Panama Beber 
mg the little Go/Jen Hind to be a Spanish ship it drummed Drake 
a welcome inviting him aboard for refreshment A boarding 
part) was sent with the inevitable result. It was a handsome 
prize, yielding gold to the \aluc of /8 ooo and nearly tv/o thousand 
jars of wine. 1 hen going ashore, he robbed the church of a chalice 
two cruets and an altar cloth, all of which he gallantly handed 
over to his own chaplain for use at Communion on the Golden 
Hind 

Drake spent the December of 1578 in questing along the coast 
for his lost ships finally abandoning hope, or at least interest He 
was not at all aw-ed by the fact that here he was alone m the Pacific 
with only the little Golden Hind and a handful of Englishmen 
with which to challenge and bewilder the might of Spain If any 
thing he revelled in the added danger He was as unwilling to 
go back as Winter had been to go forward. The spint of risk 
and adventure surged and bubbled in his breast This and his 
hunger for plunder and his hatred of Spam rose high above any 
thought of tear Gar audacious, iron jawed in his determination, 
he was ready for anytning— as pirate or patriot. 

Pending bigger things, he entertained and enriched himself 
by many lightning raids on the coast. On the quay at Tarapa^a 
where the silver from the Andes mines was shipped for Panama 
be snatched bullion worth 4 000 ducats from under the noses of 
the sleeping guards. Nearby they discovered an Inchan boy driving 
dj»ht llamas or sheep of Peru, which are as big as asses Eacn 
earned a leather bag containing silver Hie result was a haul of 
eight hundredweight of treasure At Anca they plundered three 
small vessels, finding in one of them fifty-seven wedges of silver 
each one of them weighing about twenty pounds. 

One of the most daring and dazzling of Drake s achievements 
was the casual manner in which he dropped in at Callao, the port 
of Lima from whence sailed many a golden argosy A dozen snips 
a more lay at anchor their crews ashore Where Drake had 
expected to find a fortune he found only a few bales of silk and 
linen Hu disappointment, however was short lived. Frpm a 
frightened watchman he extracted the exciting news that the 
Cmcafuego a stately galleon laden with treasure of immense worth 
had wiled for Panama many days previously 

Drake was thrilled. Thu was big game. Thu was the 
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opportunity for which he had crossed the world Now the King 
of Spain’s beard should have the very devil of a singeing, and 
Drake himself should receive recompense for the treachery of the 
Spaniards who had broken their word at San Juan d’ulloa so many 
years before With every inch of canvas spread, the Golden Hind 
sped in the direction of Panama in the wake of the Cacafuego 
Only once did he break off from the chase, to relieve an unfortu- 
nate brigantine of eighty pounds of gold and a great golden 
crucifix set with huge emeralds 

The Cacafuego being eventually sighted, Drake waited until 
nightfall before pouncing on his victim To attack it at all was a 
triumph of grit and imagination over realism The treasure ship 
was a massive galleon, powerfully armed and manned by an 
extensive crew The Golden Hind was a vessel of only one hundred 
and twenty tons, battered by the storms she had ridden, her crew 
tired and few in number No matter — Drake’s drum was beating in 
his heart! He brought the Golden Hind alongside his huge 
opponent, and with all the self-assuranre in the world demanded 
the Spaniard to strike sail and surrender to the English His order 
rejected, he opened fire with his guns, and the enemy’s mizzen was 
shot overboard. Then Drake with his boarders leaped on to the 
< Cacafuego’ s deck The Spaniards hypnotized into helplessness 
by the shock of finding the English in the Pacific, offered litde 
resistance, and struck their flag With a prize crew aboard, the 
Cacafuego then accompanied the Golden Hind well out to 
sea 

This was indeed a capture At daybreak, when he inspected 
the treasure, even Drake’s hardened eyes must have been dazzled 
by its immensity and splendour. The plunder included twenn 
tons of silver bullion, thirteen chests of silver coins, a hundred 
weight of gold, and a great store of pearls, emeralds and 
diamonds Its actual worth was a secret well preserved by Drake 
and Elizabeth, but one modest estimate was ^100,000 

Drake again set his course for the north, taking the prize with 
him. Its commander, San Juan de Anton, who had been slightly 
wounded during the capture, came aboard the Golden Hind fix 
medical treatment, and remained for a week as Drake’s guest. The 
two dined together and became quite friendly. Drake told the 
Spaniard the whole story of his adventures He emphasized the 
fact that he had been roboed at San Juan d’ulloa and'was now, long 
afterwards, making good his losses and, at the same time, serving 
his queen To the Viceroy of Mexico, Whom he blamed for the 
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EVEREST UNCONQUERED 

A ; o wan’s foot is known to have reached the summit of Everest But 
one man unaided attempted to achieve the apparently impossible feat 
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treacherous treatment of Hawkins and himself on that occasion, 
be sent the following fiery message though he probably never 
meant a word of it ‘'Tell him he shall do well to nut no more 
Englishmen to death, and to spare those he lias in his hands for 
if lsc do execute them 1 wall hang two thousand Spaniards and rend 
him their heads The treasure having been tafclv transferred to the 
Golden Hind San Juan dc Anton and his men were allowed to 
sail off to freedom in the empty Caen ftt ego 

Now Drake began to think of home He was rich in plunder, 
had pla)ed havoc with Spanish towns and shipping and had shown 
the English flag in the Pacific for the first time But u fitch wa) 
home? It would be a false move to venture back through the 
Magellan Strait where the enemy, enraged by his audaaty would 
be lying in wait to trap him Tms left the westward route across 
the Pacific and b) wa) of the Cape of Good Hope to Europe — 
thui girdling the world — or the unexplored North-West I’aisage 
The Latter held his imagination because it was the most mysterious 
and hazardous. It was another challenge to the unknown 

But Drake was not to discover the North Weft Passage He 
svas beaten by contrar) winds, useless charts and intense cold Ar 
what is now San Francisco he took possession of California in the 
name of Queen Elizabeth calling it New Albion The native* 
regarded him as a god and made him thar king crowning him 
with a crown of feathers. Drake was more impressed, however, 
by the opportunity of overhauling his ship in peaceful surroundings. 
The Golden Hind was a leak and her bottom was infested by 
barnacles and sea worms Torgc and workshop were set up the 
repairs taking well over a month It was not until mid summer 
in 1579 that the ship was ready for sea again 

The Golden Mind penetrated as far north as Vancouver but 
Drake -was rapidly losing hope of ever discovering the elusive 
passage. What Is more he was anxious not to nsh the discontent 
of his men So, reluctantly, he decided on the Cape of Good Hope 
route— and, thus, on the circumnavigation. For his course he 
would rdy upon a chart which he had found in a captured vessel 
and upon his own initiative and good fortune 

Drake avoided the route from Mexico to the Philippines, prefer 
ing solitude and uncertainty to the danger of being chased and 
perhaps defeated by the Spaniards at the eleventh hour Two 
month* of lonely sailing brought the Golden Hind to what 1* now 
believed to have been the Pc lew Islands, where Drake was treated 
to a comical dose of his own medicine. Anxious to trade with the 
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inhabitants for provisions, he loaded their litde boats with gifts, 
but when the natives returned they brought with them only stones, 
with which they proceeded to pelt the Golden Hind There was 
nothing for Drake to do but drive them off with gunfire and leave 
what he called the “ Isles of Thieves ” m disgust A fortnight 
later they had reached the Moluccas, the Golden Hind being once 
again dodred and scraped at the Island of Celebes 

Celebes behind him, Drake faced what was actually the most 
perilous part of the entire voyage, the navigation of coral reefs 
and low islands scarcely visible above the water-line On January 
9. 1580, a significant grating sound was heard under the Golden ' 
Hind’s keel She had struck a rock on which she remained firmly 
wedged all through the long night But for a light breeze and 
smooth water no more would ever have been heard of Francis 
Drake and his treasure ship At the first streak of dawn Drake 
resorted to a desperate remedy He decided to lighten the ship 
Eight guns, three tons of cloves, and a quantity of meal and beans 
were cast overboard With the turn of the tide the Golden Hind 
slipped once agam mto deep water 

During that crisis, although hearts were heavy, the ship's 
company had behaved fairly well, with the exception of Mr 
Fletcher, the chaplain, who apparently whined about divine retri- 
bution for the death of Doughty For the time being Drake 
ignored Fletcher’s cowardly conduct, but when he had located 
Java and the Golden Hind was sailing proudly and freely through 
the Sunda Straits he decided to teach the parson a lesson he 
would remember The incident that followed was one of the most 
incredible of the entire voyage Whether Drake was playing with 
the man or whether his anger had outstripped his judgment, it is 
impossible to say The facts must speak for themselves 

Assembling the ship’s company, and ordering the chaplain to 
be padlocked hy the leg to the forehatches, Drake sat cross-legged 
on a sea-chest in all his piratical majesty Then he fixed a fearsome 
eye on the cringing parson “ Francis Fletcher,” he thundered, 

" I do here excommunicate thee out of the Church of God and 
from all benefits and graces thereof and I denounce thee to the 
devil and all his angels ” Further, he ordered that if Fletcher 
appeared on the fore-deck he was to be hanged, and that around 
his arm he was to wear a badge bearing the inscription, “ Francis 
Fletcher, the falsest knave that liveth ” 

This was Drake at his richest and best. He himself probably 
enjoyed every moment of it. From the queen’s commission he 
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had cnrjctrd orrr on rxc of powr t attummp n« only chat of 
life jnd Heath hut ahvjutr authority on behalf of the Church 
of EngbruL 

Thu* ua* neither kff to repent of hi* attempt to dt«cnuragr 
the men at an hour of emit, fully detervinp of live fright llui tlm 
fanume sentence murt k**c p*rn him Pnr him the voyage had 
Iren tlrtvrally mot? d-stutbirp firm l*nn~ p*cn stolen vc<v-U 
f of hts Hoi) Communion, to bong etromm unseated by a piratr 
on the high teat, lie wa* rx* lrp< lory in jeopard) hnwvser 
for m a few Hays Drake announced bodi fm release and hit 
absolution " 

i<frrr thev left Java in I ef’ruar* l^*vx the* had Ivcn myaih 
entertained hr numetou* rajah*. who wttt b*ith in thdr 
bmpuht) dining and wining the adsentwm in thor heart* 
contert The remainder of live vmagt u-j* lonel* and uneventful 
IWkc spent most of the monntnntjui month* with hi* muue and 
hi* dreams, The GolJrn Hind swept around the Cape of Go*l 
Hop- ran straight for Stma I *ooe where watrr and supplies 
were churned and on Scp'rml'cr i* 15^1 sailed into Pfymouth 
Sound three year* after seltinr forth <m ll>c glotimn adtemurr 
Drake was julribnt He had cnampatv-d the world He 
had liroughl rloev to the hngbih Ibp Tire Spaniard* lud Item 
humb’rd ana plundered in thetr own irravurc muum. Tltc 
Golden find lone and galbnt rener had ploughed unchartrd 
*eat, ponctnni the wa) for the empire Inrildrrs to follow There 
were riches to lay at the fret of the queen tales to tell of adventure* 
that would colour and vitalize hi»tory 

At Plymouth die (tell* paled in Drake * lionour He wai 
cheered and lunqueted 1 o add to the drama of htt return wat 
the fact that man)— relying on Winter* itory— had Inhered hrm 
dead Hit renown tsas toon nationwide When he reached 
London he was a public idol 

Queen Elizabeth too was overjoyed Drake * degradation of 
the Spanish and hit superb navigation In unknown teat stirred 
her to an ecttary of pnde Tlic immensity of hit plunder thrilled 
her though it frightened many of her advisers. They feared that 
Philip ot Spain would deebre open warfare. Mendoza ri»e 
Spamth Ambassador, called Drake the master thief of the 
unknown world M and demanded the handing over of hi* boot) 
For once Elizabeth was candid and open Time and time 
again ihe sent for Drake to listen enraptured to his magic stone* 
She walked with him publicly in the parks and gardens. On 
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April 4, 1581, when the Golden Hind lay at Deptford, she visited 
the vessel in state, and on its historic, weather-beaten deck Drake 
knelt before her and was knighted She further rewarded the 
sea-dog with at least two gifts of .£10,000, brazenly informed 
Philip of Spam that she regarded the plunder as “ compensation” 
and, although a little of it was eventually restored the bulk was 
shared between herself, Drake and those who had financed the 
expedition The Golden Hind lay at Deptford for many years, a 
national shrine visited by thousands Eventually the best of its 
timbers were fashioned into a chair and presented to Oxford 
University 

Sir Francis Drake lived to win his place in many more 
spectacular pages of history — to see the Spanish Armada driven 
from the seas — but his voyage round the world was his unexcelled 
adventure He rose to be an admiral of the fleet, but those who 
love romance will remember him always as the pirate patriot 
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ESCAPE FROM AN ICE FLOE 

r A DCAUMONT 

W mi oxt) movement of it* screw tlur 

shuddered a* if from the blow of a grant Hnct* 
loosened joints sprang under the repeated »lnvk*. 

The link Roman steamer was fightim, it* way through the 
ice floes of the Arctic Ocean And s’owh inexorably the 
immense white broken barrier was closing in un Iter piling up 
in great ndge* of danemmt pad* 

One hundred and twee people were on Kurd, including ten 
women and two haltiev— one of them Iwn during the voyage 
Since the time v f Kmc \lfred the conquest of the Aune 
Ocean has hern me of the dream* of mankind, Adventurer* with 
out number hast perished in the attempt to reach the Par fie 
Ocean be a nortliern route 

Thnr ship* were found \ear* later, trapped in the icefields, tire 
crew* frozen in their bunks. Or they disappeared without trace 
haucred and sunk by ice floe* which can cruih the strongest *o<el 
like an eggshell 

After bang frozen in for two hundred and ntnctj four day* 
near the mouth of the riser Lena Nordenikjold tnc Swedish 
explorer, passed the Bering Strait in his tiny ship the X'ega on 
July 30 1879, and joyful!* deebred The I'egj is the first vessel 
to penetrate by the nortn from one of the great oceans to the 
other 

Amundsen and Vilkittki each repeated Nordenskjold s feat in 
later years But all three explorers spent the winter on the way 
In 1032 the Soviet ice-breaker Sihmahpp under Professor 
Otto JuUus Schmidt, was the first vessel to navigate the north 
east paisaec in a stack season She was the sturdiest ship that 
could be found for this purpose and was specially built to with 
stand the attacking ice, which nevertheless, nearly overwhelmed 
her 

Encouraged by this success, Schmidt set out on August 8 
1933 Wrt h a new expedition in the S.S Chelyuskin His aun wus 
to discover if ordinary cargo vessels could voyage through the 
**orth-ean passage and back in a single season 
101 
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The Chelyuskin reached Wrangel Island and took off a party 
of Russian scientists who had been left there to- study Arctic con- 
ditions some months before Then, assailed by blizzards, storms, 
and fog, the vessel steamed eastwards through hundreds of miles 
of pack ice 

It was an agonizing voyage The vessel had not a minute 
to lose if she was to reach the open Pacific before the ice closed 
in Yet, for all her two thousand four hundred horse power, a 
head-on! crash with an ice pack would have stove in her bows, 
and she had to dodge incessantly the huge floes which, drifting 
towards her, might at any moment smash her sides in like match- 
wood 

The squat little vessel twisted and turned clumsily through 
One narrow channel after another Chief-engineer Toikin flew 
like a shuttle from the telegraph handle — to answer the order from 
Captain Voronin on the bridge — to the lever to alter the speed 
The least mistake m speed might spell irretrievable disaster 
Ice splintered and darted in a vortex from the thrashing screw 
Every now and then there would be a crash, a winding crack would 
flash ahead over the ice, and the vessel would quiver as if 
mortally stricken But worst of all were the jams, when the 
Chelyuskin would he clamped by serried walls of ice, closing 
in, crushing remorselessly Then the frenzied crew would spring 
about the looming, grinding floes, scaling them desperately, 
sometimes falling into the icy water, as they planted the cans 
of explosive that alone could blast a way through to safety 

At night, the vessel had to lay-to Schmidt dare not waste 
the precious coal for the boilers when even from the crow’s 
nest nothing could be seen through the darkened fog And in 
one jam, the Chelyuskin could not move for a whole week, though 
the screw was kept spinning, in case it froze into the water 

The stock of coal was diminishing rapidly Lack of water, too, 
became another problem After passing Kolyouchm Island, the 
water supply was all used up and the crew had to melt down 
ice and pump the water into the ship’s cisterns 

The polar night now began to close down on the lonely ship 
In October, the day had soil been fairly long, but by December 
it had shrunk to three or four hours, ana by the end of the month 
there was only about an hour and a half of what seemed like a dim 
twilight, with only a few fog-wreathed orange bars in the sky to 
suggest that, hundreds of miles away, there was sunshine over the 
world 
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Meanwhile, the fight through the ice went on Every ship 
no matter how strongly reinforced, becomes damaged after a 
time by tagged floes. Lvcn great icebreakers Ukc the hrattin 
renowned for its part in the rescue of survivors of the Italian 
airship lulta have to go into dry dock for repair every year 

Captain Voronin spent more ume in the crow s nest than oa 
the bridge in hi* endca\our to spy out the best course and signal 
this down to the watch helmsmen who navigated the Chelyuskin 
as painstakingly as if every floe were a dangerous reef But it 
was impossible to avoid heavy ice drifting swiftly into the ship 
under the pressure of powerful currents. 

On one occasion a large floe struck the Chelyuskin as she 
was entering an area of ice from clear water The damage w'as 
not very serious, as the ship s plates took the blow at an acute 
angle. But the shock swung the ship sharp to starboard, and 
another floe, huge and formidable, smashed at right angles full 
into licr starboard plates. 

The collision shook the vessel as if she had been rammed by a 
liner If the sharp point of the floe had been below the water 
line, the end would have been swift Luckily it was a foot above 
and though a large gaping hole was torn in her side the crew 
were able to repair it successfully 

The steamer struggled on, the weather became clearer and the 
spirits of every one on board rose to a fever of joy and exate 
mem as the Bering Strait drew- nearer and nearer But fate was 
to reserve its malice until the victory of the daring little host of 
adventurers was almost in sight. 

The Chelyuskin was only six miles from its goal the open 
Pacific. A gentle breeze w'as blowing and fugitive sunshine now 
illuminated in kindlier hues the sombre grey and white tones 
of the omnipresent enemy, the ice. The floes seemed to glisten 
and take fire. Reflections of aquamarine and turquoise glittered 
from the freshly-broken M young ice. Crystals of snow glittered 
like diamonds, and, here ana there in the primal chaos, were 
depths of emerald and sapphire that made the voyagers catch 
thar breath in ecstasy 

Suddenly the breeze dropped a raging blizzard began to blow 
straight from the distant coast. The ice packs, as if ploughed by 
a giant hand, bejpn to pile up In masnvc serrated and impenetrable 
ridges, drifting inexorably northwards. And a few hours later 
the Chelyusktn had as much chance of reaching open sea as if she 
had been miraculously transported to the North Tole itself. 
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Floes ground and tore into each other now, packed ever closer 
together by the immense undcrswcll. Any ship that tried to make 
headway through them would have been smashed to pieces The 
Chelyuskin was trapped and helpless She could only drift with 
the ice masses, shoring and topping one another in savage melee, 
and it was only a question of time before they whelmed and crushed 
her 

Just one hope of salvation remained for the men and women on 
board the Chelyuskin — the radio On January 16, 1934, the world 
learned for the first time of their plight and Soviet Russia made 
preparations for a rescue attempt without parallel in history. 

In a few quiet and simple words, Professor Schmidt informed 
listeners in their radio watch-towers that the expedition was in 
good health, but that their vessel was trapped, and that the 
Chelyuskin was in danger of being crushed by the pressure of 
surrounding ice 

During the three months which followed, many more messages 
were received by an enthralled and horrified world These stated, 
in the dry and unemotional terms of scientists who were more 
interested in their fatal conditions than in themselves, that the 
vessel was gradually being carried further and further away from 
all hope of human aid 

The Arctic had gathered all its fury against the little band of 
daring adventurers. A terrific blizzard was raging, and the cold was 
sixty degrees below zero, as the Chelyuskin drifted northwards 
Her nbs were broken at the bows, a hole had been torn in her 
forward, and her rudder had been snapped off by the heavy ice of 
the Choukchi Sea 

Expecting every moment would bring the final break-up, 
Schmidt now had emergency stores ready to be unshipped 
instantly down to the ice On the port beam of the boat-deck 
were piled sacks full of clothing — sleeping-bags, warm under- 
clothing, fur breeches, thick shirts, and so on. On the starboard 
side, two months’ supply of foodstuffs, covered with tarpaulins, 
were placed 

Emergency orders were also issued one press of the button on 
the captain's bridge and bells would shrill through all living 
quarters, engine-rooms and stokehold, and every man and woman 
would go straight to an appointed station and carry out a 
preordained task 

Once a terrifying ice-jam, when it seemed nothing could avert 
disaster, forced the captain to press the button Stores were 
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swiftly unvhinpcd and ihc Cfietytuhn abandoned Then vud 
deni) lanes o! water xplil the ice in all directions, the expedition 
almost engulfed, ruihcd aboard again and b) amazing lurk the 
vessel managed to get clear of the Cicvt of ice that crumbled and 
ncncbcttcd in huge Iwulden upon the dup 

It was at hall pan one in th** afternoon ol February 13 that 
doom finally came to t!*e I'clragucred semi “ Lnder our eyes 
here and there the ice rove up in high ndgev, " sjkJ Professor 
Schrrudt afterwards. Ice fields kilometres in extent were being 
crushed together It «at olntmn that the men powerful »htp 
could mu viand that pressure. It crumb’ed immense masses of 
ice and piled them one on the other The only thtng we did 
not know wav whether die line of some cxtrrmelv powerful pressure 
would pass tlirough the dnp \ poution or not There was no way 
of presenting the crushing 

Wlule waiting for the crushing the captain and m)fc.lt 
together with the workers appointed to watch tnc ice ttared hard 

into the blizzard burning to even round from die ice 

The ridge of ice pack to our port side tluftrd and moved down 
upon u*. The finer were tumbled one over another like crests of 
tea lurf The oncoming wave of sec towered twenty 11 x feet above 
the vurfaec of the sea 

Cravhl The whole dup staggered beneath the ondaught hoed 
dowlv over A woman vc reamed av an enormou* blue-grey floe 
loomed through the sid** of her cabin No one heard her, no human 
voscc could have prevailed over the dow rending thunder of the 
ice barrage 

Rivets cracked and flew av the plates were tom fre m the veam* 
hke so much paper In a flavh the port side wav rent open at 
the (ore hold 

Ice bum hke torpedoev below the water line, and water flooded 
the engine and boiler room*. To die deafening rumble of 
destruction wav added now the terrific roar of the stdam tearing 
out of the bum steam-pine Steam as it happened was up in the 
port boiler nght under Inc ice The ice shifted the boiler ripped 
away the connecting pipes leading to the emergency pump system 
and cut ofT and jammed the valves. Hut as the steam could now 
escape through the broken pipes there was fortunately no explosion 

Crash after crash shook the reeling ship The water was rising 
already men in the holds were knee-deep Schmidt had expected 
that, when the end came it w-ould be a slow foundering Thu 
swift annihilation took him by surprise Hut he did no* lose his 
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head for one moment, he gave his orders coolly, swiftly, concisely 

The polar night had set m over a month before It was dusk 
as the snip was abandoned, the dynamo' was crippled, and all 
lights were out The fury of the blizzard had reached its height 

Men and women toiled rapidly at unshipping the stores down 
ladders laid agamst the starboard side Each knew the ship had 
only a few minutes to live But there was no panic 

Water was now pouring into the fore holds, and her bows 
began to settle The last radiogram for help was sent out, and 
the radio apparatus dismantled and taken off 

The water reached the passenger deck In another minute it 
would be pounng from the bndge down on to her stern “ Every 
man on the ice 1 ” shouted Schmidt. 

Captain -Voronin and Schmidt were going down the gang- 
way, as the stern of the Chelyuskin rose higher and higher — her 
bows were already under the floes A falling timber knocked 
Voronm forward on to the ice 

Then the white face of Boris Mogilyevitch, the quartermaster, 
was seen at the ship’s side He put one foot over, ran back, and 
fell under a crashing pile of deck structures His was the only life 
lost in this Arctic epic 

There was the cracking of smashed timbers and metal, the 
stern, wreathed m smoke, rose high in the air, then disappeared. 
Only a mass of ice and upturned ship’s boats and wreckage 
remamed of the Chelyuskin 

The expedition found itself on an ice floe many miles in width 
and length Stores, scientific instruments and wireless apparatus 
had been rescued 

The first task was to erect a hut for the shelter of the women 
and children from the blizzard and appalling cold Then the men 
put up tents for themselves 

With the aid of a newly-formed “ radio brigade,” the wireless 
operator, Ernest Krenkel, set about erecting a mast The pegs did 
not reach through the snow to the solid ice, and would not huid 
At first, the mast whipped about like a fishing-rod 

When he had made it firm, Krenkel crawled into a tent and 
began assembling his set He had to work without gloves it was 
seventy degrees below zero , and soon the pliers, knife and leads 
were burning his hands But at last the set was ready for reception 
He donned his ear-phones, turned the tuning-knob — and the first 
communication Schmidt Camp had from the rest of the world was 
a merry American foxtrot! 
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He utn! on searching the ether and eventually picked up the 
mainland eight) seven miles away The woman operator 
UoudmiUa Schrader, at Wellen was asking Cape North “ Have 
you received no signal from the Chelyutfyn} We arc getting a dog 
team rescue part) ready ” 

hrcnkcl switched in the transmitter and called both Wellen and 
Cape North. There was no answer Desperately, he tried again 
and again without success. 

He took the wave meter and measured the wave. It was three 


hundred metres and probably they could not get it The aerial 
would have to be lengthened out that was impossible in the blizzard 
and the darkness 


Neat morning he tried again on a four hundred and fifty wave 
metre Hour followed hour as the monotonous tap-tapping went 
on. The little camp sank deeper and deeper into despair Sudden!) 
the operator gave a shout Wellen answering I 1 At last the 
marooned party were in touch with the outside world again 
But even as their first SOS went out it must have seemed a 


forlorn hope indeed to those men and women lost in the Arctic 
waste. The icefloe was steadily drifting non h wards. Moreover 
at any time it might break un into innumerable smaller floes or 
might be whclmea and crushed like the Chdyus^tn itself in another 
tremendous packing of the ice. 

Though the mainland was only dght) seven miles away 
Schmidt wiscl) decided after prolonged discussion that it was out 
of the question for the expedition to make for it on foot. In the 
first place, every mile over pack ice is equivalent to eight or ten 
miles on an even track 


High floes have to be clambered over, and coming down on the 
other side one fell into unseen holes and crevasses. Men often had 
to be pulled out after unking to their waists in water The going 
w-as so rough that such a journey would have to be reckoned as 
eight hundred miles rather than eighty-seven 

Some people, such as women and invalids, Schmidt argued 
would find the journey very trying and a few would have to be 
taken on sledge*. In these circumstances, the expedition would 
only make three or four miles a day, which would mean between 
twenty-five and thirty days struggle over the lee. 

Food and supplies needed for such a journey would work out 
at a hundredweight to be earned or dragged by each person an 
impossible load for even the strongest. Ana the idea that die ill and 
weak should be left behind to a certain death in order that the 
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others should survive was one that never entered Schmidt’s rrnnd 
for a moment 

And what if the expedition encountered fissures, lanes, and 
open water? Either a boat would have to be taken or the open 
patches would have to be circumvented The expedition had no 
canvas or rubber boat, and each of its heavv ice-boats would need 
the strength of ten men for dragging over the ice Circumventing 
open patches, moreover, would lcngdien the journey by dozens of 
miles Moreover, it would mean deviating from tne true course, 
and dog teams or aeroplanes might miss the expedition, unless radio 
equipment were carried 

Though a hundred dog teams were speeding towards the camp, 
Schmidt nghdy predicted that they would be unable to reach it 
They would have to be driven from die mainland by Choukchi 
natives, who will not risk even known tracks when there is the 
slightest chance of bad weather They would encounter coundess 
cracks and open lanes in the ice field which might be difficult or 
impossible to traverse 

Then, how could they steer to the camp ? They would carry 
no radio Compass readings would be useless, for the ice was 
constandy drifting, and the position of the camp after twenty-five 
days, the time needed for a dog team journey, would be considerably 
altered If the course deviated by quite a small angle from the true 
one, the dog team might pass the camp too far away to see the 
smoke from its signal tower 

Schmidt decided he had no right to risk the lives of rescue 
parties m such desperate ventures, and wirelessed the mainland to 
that effect 

The only hope of rescue was by aeroplane, fantastic as it seemed 
at the tame to all who had had any experience of the coldest and 
stormiest areas of the Polar seas 

So the men m the little camp set to work like Trojans construct- 
ing an aerodrome on some level ice nearly four miles away There 
was only a limited number of shovels, so the carpenters made some 
big mauls to break up the ice But most of the tools in making the 
aerodrome were human backs and arms Hundreds of tons of ice 
were shifted to make a level landing ground Often a sudden ice 
pressure would destroy the labour of a week But the little party 
would set to work again with courage and energy undimmed 

They had provisions, which, scantily eked out, would last two 
months Breakfast was tea and a biscuit, dmner a thin soup or 
porridge or nee, supper the same again 
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And to the little party settled down on the ice ro await the 
Incredible advent of a lied bird (a* they called it) winging iti 
way through fog and blizzards and cold from thousands of mile* 
away— or for death in the illimitable icy watte. 

Meanwhile, from all over the Soviet Union aeroplane* manned 
by picked airmen were hastening to the shore* of the Arctic The 
world ihoolc it* head In admiring incredulity, it wa* impossible for 
both men and engine* to conquer such difficulties a* were involved 
in long-dmance flight* over Siberia and the Arctic. 

Seven young Sonet airmen proved the experts were wrong 
effected a rescue without parallel in Polar annal* and added a new 
chapter to the mastery of the air They were Anatoli Lyaptdevtki 
Vassili Molokov Sigumund Levaneviki Mavnki Slepnyov Nikolai 
Kamanin Mikhail Vodopyanov and Ivan Doromn 

The aeroplane* were ordered to air base* at Wellcn and 
Vanlirem on the Siberian coast. Polar flier* with experience of 
flying at Siberian aerodrome* told the young airmen the) were 
attempting suicide. True they had only to fly ninety mile* to the 
marooned camp But there wttc blizzards, aensc fog*, and Polar 
night all the way temperature* dropped a* low as a hundred 
degree* of frost, freezing buth lung* and engine*, and landing 
anywhere on the ice field* meant certain death 

Lyapidcvski wiu the first of the heroic seven to arrive at Wellcn 
late in December Before his water-cooled machine could rise into 
the air a* he took off for Schmidt camp the dl had to be boiled. 

There were sixty-one degree* of frost fahrenheit, he said 
afterward*. The hot water literally began to chill while it was 
being poured I took my place m the cabin I could fed my 
eyelashes freezing together I wa* almost blind 

A* I took off the machine bumped her right runner but still 
she took off began to dlmb I set ncr up I fdt a piercing pain 
in ray Bee. Then the left engine began to cough so, willy nillj 
I had to turn back, or it would be the end of me. I began to plane 
down 1 clenched my teeth against the terrible pain and tried to 
keep my grip on the joystick and land her I succeeded. Flight 
mechanic Roukovski grabbed some snow from the fuselage and 
rubbed ray cheek*. The next day I wa* sitting about with a 
bandaged dial and fdt rotten my ikm burning and bleeding 
Altogether Lyapidcvski made thirty-six un*ucce*sful attempt* 
to reach the camp during the next few week*, and wa* each time 
turned back by blizzard*. On February 13 he received a radio- 
gram, Chelyuskin smashed up One hundred person* 00 the 
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ice ” And two days later another, “ Take all measures for rescue 
of expedition and equipment of Chelyuskin ” A hurricane was 
raging, the local Choukchis had buried themselves m their huts. 
It was the bitterest moment in the young airman’s life. 

On March 5 his patience was at an end He decided to make 
the flight, whatever the weather. Fortunately this turned out good. 
“We kept a look-out, but there was no camp, only an endless sea 
of pack ice,” he reported “We kept on moving about and staring 
till our eyes ached ” The machine was flying over the limitless 
spaces of a desert of ice The calm was eerie An ice peace of the 
ages The machine seemed to be just dangling in the air Then 
suddenly he saw the smoke signal of the camp 

To the men and women enduring that living death in the 
interminable silence of the ice, it seemed as if a miracle had 
happened Rushing out of their primitive dwellings, they shouted 
a hysterical welcome, throwing their fur caps m the air 

But Lyapidevski was circling round anxiously over the landing 
ground It was only one hundred and sixty feet wide, and he was 
used to a width of five hundred feet Moreover, it was banked by 
ice ridges a yard high To his intense surprise he made afi easy 
landing, and was soon shakmg hands with Professor Schmidt 
There was little time to spare for mutual congratulations The 
ten women and the two babies were quickly assisted into the huge 
twin-engined plane, for the first rule of rescue, “ women and child- 
ren first,” Was not forgotten In eighty degrees of frost, the 
machine rose into the air and set off on the hazardous return 
journey. It was accomplished safely, and the astounding news 
flashed through the world that the first rescue of the Chclyus\tn 
survivors had been effected without mishap 

Lyapidevski made further attempts on March 10, 11, 12, and 13 
to break through the snowstorms but was forced back. On March 
14 he crashed in the ice field He and his crew were unhurt, but 
at first they wished they had been killed, for death by cold and 
starvation seemed their certain fate They left the aeroplane and 
set out o\er the ice All at once they saw a Choukchi By an 
amazing stroke of luck the plane had come down near the Choukchi 
settlement at Lolycouchin Island, and they were saved 

Other planes were meanwhile fighting their way 'northwards 
over the Siberian wastes Doronin and Vodopyanov led one 
detachment At Cape Gadikan they ran into the tail of a typhoon 
from Japan The aeroplanes began to toss badly, and were forced 
down The aerodrome was large, but covered with ice, and the 
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anemometer* showed that the wind velocity wa* twenty yards a 
second. Nevertheless, all the machine* landed safely 

Bastanxhiyev, another airman in this detachment, wa* *eparatcd 
from the other plane*, and flew alone at ex thousand feet over the 
Pau-Pau range of mountains. The *nowy mist wa* so dense that he 
lost altitude and crashed, wrecking his machine utterly Luckily he 
and his mechanic and engine man were unhurt. But for two days 
their only shelter from a terrific blizzard was the wing of the plane 
They crawled under it, covered themselves with snow and made 
a hole m the snow for air 

At Anadyr the detachment was delayed for five days by a 
blizzard which buried their machines m snow The snow even 
got through the tiny holes through which the control cables passed 
Both Doromn and Vodopyanov battled thar way to Schmidt Camp 
and rescued more of the Cnelyuskimans. 

Ka mani n and Molohov, m another detachment, were caught 
in a fierce blizzard over the dread Anadyr range of mountains, at 
seven thousand five hundred feet. The fog wa* so dense that in an 
attempt to get below it they dropped to three thousand three 
hundred feet— and found it worse than ever We thought we 
should go nose first into the mountains, said Kamanin later It 
was like plunging through a sea of ink I could not sec the wings 
of my machine. By great good fortune they passed unwittingly 
through a gap in the mountains. 

Molokov and Kama n in both reached Schmidt Camp on April 7 
A list of names had been drawn up by Professor Schmidt of 
members of the marooned party in an order corresponding to thar 
physical condition Schnpat had inflammation of the lungs, verging 
on pneumonia but he refused to be taken off before the last. 

Though Molokov s machine was intended to hold only two 
persons, he squeezed four behind him in the cockpit Then he 
actually lasheo two more beneath the wings in the slots intended 
to hold the parachutes. These two men were wrapped m the 
parachutes to protect them from the terrific cold of the return Sight. 

Meanwhile the ice floe was breaking up Assuring into lane* and 
channel* of water Rescue became more and more urgent if the 
marooned men were to be saved from frowning One crack went 
right through the wooden hut it collapsed like matchwood. 

On April 4 a rumble like distant guns at sea, warned the 
httk party that the ice wa* beginning to pack again The broken 
floes crashed together now with tremendous shocks, a cate of 
matches falling between two flared like a torch By April 9, a 
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gigantic ridge of ice floes was bearing down on the camp, now 
grinding and whining, now toppling over with crashes like thunder. 
The destruction of the tiny community was imminent. 

But almost every day now, an aeroplane was snatching another 
human batch from the/ jaws of death Would there be time to 
rescue everyone? 

Molokov alone had made nine journeys over the ice in awful 
weather, and had rescued thirty-nine men The last man he brought 
back was Professor Schmidt, lying ill with a temperature of one 
hundred and two degrees Moscow had wirelessed an imperative 
order that he was to be taken off the ice agamst his will, 
immediately 

Slepnyov and Levanevski were actually sent by the Soviet to 
the Umted States to buy big American planes They flew from 
Fairbanks, Alaska, through blinding snow over the Bering Strait, 
and along the coast to Welien Slepnyov took part in the April 
7 flight to Schmidt Camp, when he slightly damaged his machine 
' Later, when his plane was repaired, he brought ten men to the 
mainland on April io 

Bobrov, Schmidt’s assistant, had taken over command at the 
camp since the departure of his chief The dawn of April 13 
brought the last trio of rescuing aircraft, piloted by Molokov, and 
two others The last of the stores and equipment were loaded on 
board Then Schmidt Camp sent out its last radio message to the 
world, “ April 13 Radio stopping In half an hour, I, Captain 
Voronm and Wireless-Operator Krenkal will be the last to leave the 
camp, where the Soviet flag is flying — Bobrov.” 

Every man and woman had been saved Even the dogs were 
rescued All the scientific apparatus and indeed everything of 
value was brought back to the mainland 

Such is the epic of the Chelyuskin rescue, in which wireless and 
aviation played greater parts in saving human life than ever before. 
Yet these marvels of our age would have been useless without the 
skill and gallantry of the airmen, each of whom was awarded a 
special decoration by the Soviet Government 

Every mmute of those three long months of rescue was a race 
agamst overwhelming odds The heroic airmen arrived just in 
time. Another ten days, and they would have been too late A few . 
strands of wreckage, crushed in tumbling ice, would have been all 
that was left Instead, every human being on that drifting ice floe 
in the Arctic lived to bear witness to one of the greatest adventures 
of modern times 



ACROSS THE WORLDS 
WORST DESERT 

By 

\V J MAKIN 

t'ou'll never get across. Other men have tried and failed 
Y They went into the desert and were never heard of again 
So raid an old prospector, shaking his head at the six men 
who had announced their intention of crossing the Kalahari from 
east to west. 

The Kalahari a vast white expanse on the map north of the 
Orange River is the least known of all African deserts. In North 
Africa the French have thoroughly explored the Sahara, and 
there are no secrets which have not been revealed. In South 
Africa the Kalahari has remained unpenetrable. Queer stones 
have occasionally come from out this waste of rand and scrub 
stories of white men who have died of thirst or “gone native 
stones of illimitable wealth in gold and diamonds. The only 
men who can endure this desert are bushmen said to be the lowest 
form of human bang alive. 

Yet, after a desperate effort the sue men did cross this desert 
I for one would not readily attempt that nightmare journey 
again Two motor lomcs and a native guide enabled us to 
travel a thousand miles of desert. We came out unwashed our 
eyes bloodshot with sand, lips smeared with the mud of the one 
water hole which we had sucked greedily and two men half dead 
with fever We had accomplished what no other white man had 
done before, and there were m our possession some of the secrets 
of this amanng desert. 

Instinctively the buihmen scented danger in our expedition 
Thev had been hamed by white men in all parts of Africa south 
o* the Zambesi and this desert was their last refuge. For years 
German colonists had been granted permission to shoot bush- 
men on sight as wild animals. The remnants of this once great 
tribe had braved the sandy wastes of the Kalahari and found a 
wonderful sanctuary in the very middle of the desert. 

This sanctuary we found. Their last effort to keep the secret 
was to start an enormous bush fire, twelve miles In extent, which 
Ix 3 
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swept towards our motor lorries and their tanks o£ petrol Only 
by a desperate speeding across the desert did we escape the flames 
and come through 

In the heart of the Kalahari lives a wonderful ranching 
country There are vast plains of grassland with water just below 
the surface It would support thousands of white settlers and add 
materially to the food production of the world But it is sur- 
rounded by a sea of sand and scrub on all sides and, until we 
discovered it, was beheved to be a myth 

On these vast plains, which are the happy hunting grounds of 
the bushmen, we discovered big game of all kinds Many of these 
animals, like the bushman, have sought sanctuary here from the 
hunters who have harried them in other parts of Africa Herds of 
giraffe craned their long necks at the sight of our motor caravan. 
Vast herds of zebra, wildebeest, antelope and buck galloped madly 
through the long grass The roaring of lions was heard at night 
Once through the darkness the sound of something like a tornado 
swept past our camp It was a herd of elephants crashing through 
the bush 

The bushmen, the natives of this desert, were our chief study 
They were not easy to find They have an uncanny manner of 
completely camouflaging themselves Often our expedition would 
camp in what appeared to be a country of complete desolation 
Not a hut or sign of life anywhere Even the vultures seemed 
to avoid these parts Yet within ten minutes of our camp fire 
being lighted several bushmen would materiahze, walking in 
single file across the desert as a protection against the huge black 
mamba snake that infests the country 

These little people, so delicately moulded in their limbs, naked 
to the winds, would crouch at a respectful distance from our 
fire Cheap tobacco, held in the hand, would entice them nearer 
Soon they would be warming themselves against the fire They 
carried with them their bows and arrows with which they killed 
the big game The arrows were all dipped in a secret vegetable 
poison All our attempts to find the origin of this poison, which 
deals death swifter than a snake, failed 

Their hunting craft is astonishing They dig pits in which 
they crouch for their prey Often enough they use the lions as 
their dogs They will patiently follow a lion that is stalking a 
buck Once the lion has killed its prey, the bushmen appear and 
scare the lion away Then they fall upon the carcase. 

Sometimes they will tackle an elephant They make a leap 
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(tom a tree on to the elephant i haunches, hanging on to the 
tail They hammer away with a little hatchet making a deep 
wound and, at the same time cling for dear life as the beast 
plunges through the bush. Eventual!) the elephant collapses from 
loss of blood Sometimes, however the beast manages to fling 
the buihman to earth and trample on him 

Existing precanoudv on the western edge of the desert arc a few 
white men They arc a strange crowd On the day that we 
were emerging from the desert on the western side we came across 
a Ion eh none house A white man dressed in the meticulous 
stvle of a \ letorun gentleman came out of his hut to meet us. 
I^u long gra lotks tell across a D1d.en.tf4 type of coltar but his 
cravat was tied with care anJ the extraordinary excitement that 
our appearance must have caused him was hidden behind a 
courteous and restrained greeting 

He was ready enough to give us directions as to our route 
but curbed our curiosity regarding himself You seem to be very 
cunous and inquisitive he said in rebuke when we asked 1 dm 
wh) lie lived in such a lonely and forsaken spot We did, how 
ever discover that he had once l>een a schoolmaster that he had 
contributed articles 10 a llntiih political quarter!) and that lie spent 
most of bn time scrilibltng notes to add to a pile of manuscript 

He possessed a son and daughter The daughter, a girl of 
sixteen poked her head out of the house at our approach and 
then hurriedly hid herself During our conversation with her 
father curiosity compelled her to peep from the doorway ogam 
but once any c )cs were turned in her direction she fled into the 
obscurity of the hut. The son we gathered w*as living like a 
native in a hut near I n Twenty three years of age he went about 
almost naked He accompanied the bushmen with bow and arrow 
on their hunting expeditions, and was as adept as any native. He 
could also follow the spoor of animals for mi lei. Hu father 
regretted that all attempts to clothe him had failed. 

We camped within a mile of this house. In the evening a 
fiendish din shrieks, the clapping of hands and the sound of a 
tom-tom drew us towards the nouse once again We found 
the old man divested of a good many of his clothes, hu son and 
a number of naked bushmen indulging in a wild dance round 
J Are. Occasionally with a loud shriek one of the bushmen 
would fling himself into the blare and leap forth again It was a 
macabre sight for avilired eyes. 

I recall another lonely white man whom we met living on the 
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edge of the desert His home was a native hut, made of clay 
and reeds, but full of comfort and little luxuries mside He had 
a number of bushmen servants around him, and on the day of our 
arrival mvited us to dinner in the evening 

We began this journey imto the world’s worst desert from a 
pomt on the smgle track railroad that leads from Capetown to 
Ekzabethville in the Belgian Congo. Our rendezvous was at a 
place called Mahalapye, a cluster of corrugated iron-roofed huts on 
the edge of the desert There, gathered the six men 
They were 

Sir B E H Clifford, now Governor of the Bahamas. 

Inspector Beeching, of the Bechuanaland Police 
W A Grantham, of the Morns Motor Company 
W Millington, chauffeur to the Earl of Athlohe. 

H Stiles, a South Afncan mechanic 
W J Makin, the author of this adventiire story. 

Since we blazed this trail across the Kalahari Desert, several 
other expeditions have attempted to follow None has succeeded 
A few penetrated deeply from either side of this vast sea of sand, 
but were forced by difficulties to return The journey, thus 
related in my diary which follows, still remains unique 

Mahalapye, June 19 

Six men are covertly eyemg each other under a kerosene lamp 
ii. the local hotel We are to be flung together into the inevitable 
intimacy that life in the desert demands At the moment we are 
excessively friendly with each other I wonder how long it will 
be before we discover the worst points and vile habits of the 
other man 

There is much talk about the desert Inspector Beeching, who 
has spent seven years in the Kalahari and is known among the 
natives as “ The Father of the Camels,” seems a singularly mild- 
mannered individual At the moment he^is enjoying to the full the 
pathetic pretence at civilization that one finds here on the edge of 
the desert 

Two motor drivers discuss gears, petrol consumption, engines, 
tyres and all the mechanism of their trades I never knew how 
controversial such subjects could be The conversation is flaring, 
like the kerosene lamp 
I yawn, and go to bed 

June 20 

We have begun the journey into the desert Two or three 
traders, a woman with a Kodak, the stationmaster in full uniform, 
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and a group of names who had seized the opportunity to cease 
digging ihe earth watched our two Moms motor trucks pant away 
into the desert. 1 suppose pioneers should be cheered on such an 
occasion I was glad nobody even raised a shout only the woman 
with fierce determination insisted on our posing for her Kodak 
The click of her camera released us from our absurd and unreal 
postures. 

For some miles the journey seemed no more exciting than if 
we had been motonng to a sunurb of Capetown or Johannesburg 
l lulf expected a red-tiled roof and white walls to appear bchtnd 
the next clump of bushes. A bird with a curious cry hovered 
tn the sky abme the trucks. It is named the go away bird. 
A sinister beginning 

Towards the afternoon we saw a large collection of native huts 
in the distance This is Shodiong a native town of some 
importance At least a hundred piebald dogs announced our 
approach and as we entered the dusty arena formed by the huts, 
name women shrilled and clapped thar hands. 

There is n Jew trader in this native town and we made for 
his store He ga\c us a splendid welcome, consisting of an excel 
lent chicken roasted by his sister, fifteen cups of tea some slabs 
of cake, and a behind the-counter glimpse of the medley of articles 
contained in his store I like these brascly coloured blankets and 
yellow shoes for natives. The trader, too, is worthy of a romantic 
story by O Henry His sister had recently amvco from London 
We argued whether a 69 *bus passed down the Strand or not. 
Astonished to find these thoroughly domesticated people living 
among some four thousand natives. There is a daughter, too, from 
the High School at Salisbury It u the Sums Family Robinson all 
over again 

That night we camped on the veldt several miles from 
Shoshone The blazing camp fire, a canopy of stars, and what 
Rupert Brooke describes as ' the male kiss of rough blankets, 
all keep me awake I watch from my sleeping bag a sickle moon 
sink slowly below the horizon It is not long Before the black 
sky' is bruised a bad yellow by the rising sun An enamelled cup 
of hot coffee is put at ray side 

June 21 

We arc ploughing our way through thorn bush and sand. The 
country is just a sea of desolation with an occasional tree tortured 
and twisted in the very agony of existence. In the distance I sec a 
gigantic lake, shimmering in the sunshine. Gazing at it through 
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my glasses I discover that it is merely .1 mirage, one of those 
tantalizing visions to be found in the desert. 

We pass a water hole It is caked mud. Cattle have stamped 
and sucked all the the water from it I am comforted at the 
thought that we carry a tank of water on one of the trucks We 
shall need every drop of it. We discover, to our horror, that 
our engines have drunk twenty gallons during the day. This 
cannot go on We hold a conference on the matter. We decide 
to travel during the night when the air is cold and the engines 
will not boil Grantham comes to the rescue by improvising a 
condenser out of an old petrol tin and a piece of tubing. It 
serves 

We travel all through the night The desert is a sinister place 
when seen in the stark light of our headlamps The icy cold air 
keeps me cowering over the warmth of the engine As dawn comes 
we break through the thorn scrub and reach a wide plain Great 
herds of cattle with native boys arc trailing across this plain, raising 
clouds of dust This is Lephephe, the water hole for all desert 
catde A little muddy coloured water is added to our precious 
store here, but it is the last we shall see until we reach the western 
side of the desert 

There are five camels here, the caravan of Inspector Beeching 
He shows them to us with pride. I am becoming convinced that 
the camel is the best form of transport in the desert, after all 
We take advantage of this oasis and stay until the evening At 
7 30 pm. we set out to reach our next point, twenty-three miles 
away 

During our journey through the night a pack of wild dogs lope 
after the trucks I can sec their yellow eyes gleaming in the dark- 
ness, and as our headlight is turned on them one gets a glimpse 
of bared fangs Clifford seizes his rifle The car is stopped A 
shot is fired and one of the dogs falls writhing to the ground 
The others rush forward and tear at their fallen comrade We 
speed away from the horrible sight During the night we also hear 
the howling of wolves 

June 22 

We are not a pretty sight this morning Grantham collapsed 
at the wheel and had to be carried into the back of the truck 
where I doubt very much if he could rest owing to the lurching 
and pitching over the veldt Clifford took his place at the wheel 
Our eyes are bloodshot from the sand The going is particularly 
hard At one period we covered only two miles m two hours 

t 
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During the morning wc armed at a certain cam el thorn tree where 
wc pitched our camp Our mea! was tea and baked beans. I tried 
to sleep but myriads of fhes tortured one. 

We set out again in the afternoon The sand is so bad that 
we are using the caterpillar tractors. Again the sun sets and 
there begins another frightful journey through the night I try 
desperately to keep awake. I have not slept for three days. I 
doze, lurching about in this scrub and sand In the midst of this 
hazy dream 1 awake, startled by a shot. Clifford had spotted a 
duiker and shot it Wc need it badly for food We decide to 
camp in this spot I wrapped myself in a koross, stretched myself 
by the fire and was asleep tn two minutes. Two hours later I 
was awakened for breakfast 

June 23 

There is to be no rest. Immediately after breakfast the journey 
*s resumed. Hi ere is more heavy sand and thick bush. Towards 
noon we stumble across a group of huts. A few Kalahari natives 
live there. It is called Zuwe The headman an old, white-bearded 
native, comes forth to welcome us. His face is cut in parts and 
some black substance smeared in the cuts. This, he tells us, 
is his medicine. He has been ill with fc%er 

A few goats lie about the village in the desert. I prowl about 
and discover a bush man He is naked except for a skin pouch 
hung about his waist. His hair is shaved from his bead, except 
at the edges. When he speaks it is with a soft, musical vohx. 
He Carnes with him an ostnch egg shell which contains his water 
A gift of some cheap tobacco induces him to talk He has come 
across the desert from Molepolole in order to visit some of hi* 
nomadic friends. He will return to his master in a few weeks, 
taking along with him a gift of skins to propitiate him for his 
absence. 

Wc camp outside the village and both trucks arc overhauled. 
Grantham Millington and Stiles, our drivers, smear themselves 
with grease and crawl beneath these monsters on wheels. It 11 
these sallow faced fellows smelling of petrol who are the real 
pioneers and explorers of today They and their mechanism have 
conquered the tropics and the Arctic regions. 

in the evening we set off again We are to pass through a 
hon-mf ested region known as Mata pi Under the headlamps of 
the car I see the whole aspect of the country changing The sand 
gwes way to stone, and men huge boulders appear We have to 
go carefully There is no sign of Hons or any other game other 
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than a few jackals Obviously they have trekked after the game 
which has left this region because there is no water 

The boulders give way to sand again A chilly wind sweeps 
across Our headlamps reveal anodier cluster of huts A naked 
savage stands by a camp fire He is a striking figure There is 
a grinding and churning from our wheels We are hopelessly 
stuck m the sand A few natives materialize It is a ghastly place 
in which we are stuck Lund language is being used Bleached 
bones are in the sand around us It is impossible to go farther 
We hustle the natives into finding wood A miserable small fire is 
started, and we crouch down and wait for the dawn This place 
is called Kuke “ When I am dead you will find Kuke written 
on my heart,” exclaims Clifford savagely 

June 24 

We escape from this village and reach another dry water- 
hole We breakfast there, sleep a little, and then go on Again 
the interminable desert We all loathe it and each other by now 
N At last the desolation ends We find our trucks running smoothly 
through a vast expanse of grassland There are plenty of trees, 
too The limestone formation suggests that water is beneath the 
surface “ This ought to be one of the finest ranching countries 
in the world,” says Clifford ‘‘It is infinitely better than some of 
the best land in Rhodesia ” We begin to see game everywhere 
A herd of giraffe crane their long necks in our direction Then 
we see a herd of wildebeest galloping madly through the long 
grass Buck are darting about on all sides Our guide, Hendriks, 
sees lion spoor in the sand We also get near to a herd of zebra. 
This is one of the happy hunting grounds of the Kalahari 

June 25 

We are now more than half way across the desert We have 
been led in a zig-zag fashion, due to the fact that the guide finds 
his way by certain defined landmarks Moreover, natives go from 
one melon patch or waterhole to another 

During the day we met several bushmen It is astonishing how 
they appear from nowhere Often we reach a spot on the veldt 
which seems destitute of any human being Yet, within a few 
minutes of the smoke of our camp fire going up to the sky bushmen 
will come through the long grass They group themselves at a 
respectful distance from our fire, displaying their bare stomachs all 
scarred by sitting too close to fire They are a hungry lot 

I asked our guide, Hendriks, if he preferred crossing the desert 
in motor cars to riding Ins camel He shook his head “ One can 
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sleep on a camel, he end, briefly I have not slept in the 
motor car " 

June 26 

Still we arc travelling through this wonderful grassland with 
!U quantities of game. Two black eagles hover for hour* above 
our little caravan We discover many deserted huu. Obwomly 
the native* have mosed away where there is water to be found 
We reach an enormous dry pan known a* Godadimo. Vulture* 
were squatting round the remains of a buck killed by a lion. 
There arc a few inches of mud at the bottom of the pan. Jock 
our terrier, wallows with obvious enjoyment In this mud. 

At this point our petrol is causing anxiet) We expect supplies 
st GHanu the western edge of the desert towards which we arc 
traxelbng Hut it is doubtful whether the supplic* we carry will 
last. We decide that If the worst comes, we will abandon one 
lorry drain the petrol and continue with the other 

We camp that night near the pan It is so cold that our water 
hag freezes to ice. I wonder wno that sentimental fool can be 
who wrote When the sands of the desert grow cold ? They 
grow cold every night. 

June 27 

We are in the desert again Sand and *crub once more. The 
grasslands have disappeared. This is one of our most desperate 
days, with water and petrol running low Moreover the truck* 
arc making very slow progress through the sand. We trek along 
all day, and about aght in the evening stop for a meal We are 
all thoroughly exhausted Clifford stagger* with fatigue, and hi* 
eyes droop heavily through lack of sleep We do not talk to each 
other We are much too tired 

Mechanically we take our places in the truck* again, and move 
on. Again that hopeless scrub and sand After twelve miles 
several puncture* brought u* to a stop We *at down to mend 
them. The guide started a big camp fire. I do not know how 
it happened, but we all fell asleep and woke up the next rooming 
looking sheepishly at each other 

June 2 8 

Our food supplies bang low Beeching and I set out to shoot 
wmcthing We round no game in this de sert. A brace of guinea 
fowl, however, did help towards breakfast. We have now been 
cm the veldt for a week, and personally I feel a* hard a* nails. 

We were soon on the move again. This part of the desert 
proved to be some of the worst country we have yet traversed. 
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1 am becoming heartily sick of the sand I seem to be eating and 
drinking it 

We climbed a hill and descended into a wide nver bed This 
river was the Iakwa, and it has ceased to flow for many years 
At one time it must have been as wide and spacious as the Zambesi, 
and crocodiles and hippo must have bathed in it Now it is just 
a wide channel of sand Perhaps water still exists underground, 
for we began to discover the tsama, or melQn, for the first time 
There was plenty of game in this district, and our food supplies 
were excellent at the end of the day 

June 29 

We continued along the dry bed of this gigantic nver and, 
towards noon, climbed out and plunged once more into that sea 
of scrub and sand There is beginning to be a terrible sameness 
about the terrain If only this bare, bleak horizon would show 
a kopje I feel that we should all shout with joy 
' With a lack of landmarks we are entirely dependent on the 
compass for our direction The stars at night are a great help 
But the utter loneliness of the desert seems to gnp one Instinctively 
the six men huddle together round the fire at night From out 
the darkness comers the mournful moan of hyenas 

We are strictly rationed on water now The tinned milk is 
finished The petrol question is acute I begin to think of the 
gallons of water I have used throughout life to wash myself I 
have not washed for days. Everyone has grown a beard. 

June 30 

There is a bare possibility that petrol may be found fifty miles 
away The Shell Company have sent it over from Windhoek, and 
the police at the outpost of Ghanzi have had instructions to take 
it by camel to a point of thirty miles within the desert But it is 
doubtful whether they have had tune to do this ' 

Against the horizon this morning was the smoke and flame of a 
gigantic bush fire It is from the direction where our petrol 
dump should be We are all pessimistic We answer each other 
' shortly and with lurid appellations The lorries, too, are behaving 
badly. One stoppage after another is necessitated by some 
mechanical difficulty. We are qmte prepared to walk the rest of 
the journey 

We passed through one pan after another, all dry Over a 
mug of tea that eveiling Clifford had the courage to tell me that he 
hated champagne I recklessly ht my last cigarette and talked 
to him of a place in Soho, where the Veuve Cliquot is superb 
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July I 

Although it was midnight when we camped last night we 
were awa) at six in the morning It is essential that we reach 
Van Z)I s Cutting a ckft in the rock made hy a Dutch elephant 
hunter who was subsequently killed bv hushmen >€3X5 bter his 
son too was killed hy Innhmcn There seems to have been a 
vendetta against this particular family A name told us that 
Van Zyl had spmltokcd a hushman to death and the tribe took 
revenge. 

Dunne thr da\ we found we had travelled over five hundred 
miles. \Vc should he nearing the end of die desert crossing 
Just as the sun was setting our guide gave a shout. His keen 
ejes had detected camel spoor in the sand We looked around 
There was a hush with a piece of paper fluttering from a twig 
On closer examination we found tnat it had been torn from a 
monthly periodical Obviously it was an indication 

Feverishly we set to work with spades. The loose sand w>as 
swrpt away and two drums of petrol revealed We were saved 
At the same time wr discovered water a hundred yards nwaj in the 
cleft in the rock 

We all dranl grccdilv 

That night we camped near our first water since crossing the 
desert, opened our bit tin of jam, and had a perfectly lavish 
meal At the end I felt as distended with water and food as those 
bush men wr liad seen on our journcj 

July a. 

This morning we came across our first habitation. A lonely 
stone house on the edge of the desert. A white man with grey 
locky, carefullj drcssci a keen, intellectual face, came forth to 
greet us. The excitement our arrival must have caused him was 
carefullj hidden behind a courteous but restrained greeting 

We went on A few miles, and we saw a flagstaff with the 
Union Jack hanging limply in the hot sunshine. Three white 
houses stood on a kopje. There was a man in white ducks waiting 
to receive us, a khaki-cbd sergeant and four native policemen 
standing swiftly to attention This was Ghanzi a real outpost of 
the Empire. 

The man In white ducks, the magistrate, came forward and 
held out his hand. Good afternoon, he said, simply Clifford 
shook hands with him. 

For God s take give me a cigarette, begged Grantham. 

We had crossed the Kalahari. 



THE LONE CLIMBER OF EVEREST 


By 

A J RUSSELL 



an's spirit is unconquerable 

Every generation has produced its dauntless great. Our 
own generation too can display a company of uncon- 
querables who lose nothing by comparison with those of the past. 

One of the brave spirits whose name appears on this scroll of 
fame was perhaps inspired by the legendary boy whose banner 
bore that strange device — Excelsior His contemporaries had sought 
fame through danger on land and sea and under the sea, in the 
air and in the trenches, and he, too, was not without kindred 


experiences But his bold spirit was unique in that he dared some- 
thing no one else had ever contemplated, and probably none will 
ever try to follow in his footsteps For he chose no less formidable a 
task than to climb alone the mighty summit of Everest, queen 
of the Himalayas or Snow Abode, loftiest peak of a sea of 
mountain peaks, tallest and most inaccessible pyramid in the 
world 

Captain Maurice Wilson was a young man from Bradford, 
son of a manufacturer, and for his courageous services in the 
Great War he was awarded the Military Cross But he thirsted 
for more stirring adventures To those twin worlds which are 
accessible only to the bravest of men — flight and mountaineering — 
he was an unknown newcomer, perhaps an intruder But he had 
a firm jaw, a lithe and powerful body, and such courage as only 
the very few can know He had no fear of facing alone what 
the majority of mankind would turn from in terror when in the 
company of brave companions 

Of self-confidence he had a boundless store He studied books 
on Everest He was impressed by the achievements of the three 
great expeditions which had attempted unsuccessfully to storm that 
unconquered and unconquerable peak Himself, an apostle of 
loneliness and somewhat of a mystic, though of a practical and 
*• adventurous order, he was the type of man to be deeply stirred by 

that story of F S Smythe, victor of Kamet, who nearly reached 
the top of Everest 

Smythe recorded m Everest 1933 that after his companion Eric 
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Shlpton had fallen out from sicl ness, he had an uncanny experience 
of a presence from the Beyond accompanying him when climbing 
alone at twents-seven thousand feet Smytnc jaid the feeling was to 
strong that it completely eliminated au tense of loneliness. It 
teemed even that he wa» tied to his invisible companion by a rope 
and if lie had slipped He would have held him safe. He 
remembered constantly glancing back over his shoulder and once 
after reaching the higmrsl point he stopped to cat some cake as 
he did to be carefully divided it and turned round with one half 
in Ids hand. Then he experienced almost a shock to find no one 
with whom to share it To Srmthc it had seemed that this presence 
u-as strong helpful and fnendl) and it was not until returning 
down to the highest camp (hat the link connecting him with the 
Beyond was snapped and, his comrades now onl) a lew yards away 
he felt really alone 

Mucklcion too, recorded a similar experience when plodding 
“ farthest south in the Antarctic. 

Maurice Wilson believed in such experiences and had had them 
himself He clatmed that the Beyond had inspired his lone attempt 
on Everest. He believed, too that the supernatural was on the side 
of the acetic the man who hardened himself bv frequent fastings 
to the rigours of life including those of gale swept mountain ridges 
The yogi man the man who had conquered all his physical eras 
ingt, and not the highly skilled European climber he contended 
was the likeliest conqueror of Lvercst Furthermore the via or wus 
less likely to come from one of those highly organized British 
expeditions of a dozen European climbers supported by a hundred 
Nepalese porters, encumbered by much baggage, than from a tiny 
party of one ascelic climber accompanied by two or three natives, 
travelling as light as possible. 

So before he left England he began to practise long and arduous 
fasts. In ume he found that a period of eight or ten days without 
food wus no hardship rather w’as it a preparation That these 
long fasts did not lessen his courage or undermine his physical 
strength was shown in a number of ways He joined the London 
Aeroplane Club and took a pilot s certificate. His early flying 
experiences were not without serious incident. Once he descended 
suddenly and crashed into a tree. A schoolboy' walking along the 
highway was surprised to be hailed by Wilson an airman in 
distress, m a topsy-turvy machine. The astonished lad did his 
best and the airman scrambled free, none the worse for hi* 
misadventure. 
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Soon after this, according to the airman, the real fun began 
The best description obtainable of those adventures is given by 
himself in a letter which he wrote to me from India He introduced 
himself thus 

“ My dear friend, I know you but you don’t know me though 
you will do so at the end of ten minutes I am Maurice Wilson 
the flying ‘nut’ (as some people think) who is out to do a solo 
climb on Mount Everest And here’s the story If mats details 
I appear to be blowing my own trumpet don’t let it worry you; 
there’s nothing personal about me from start to finish 

“ I received the inspiration to climb Everest and proceeded to 
develop it This was to get myself thoroughly fit, learn to fly 
myself, buy a machine and do the ]ob And 1 proceeded, studying all 
known conditions of Everest m the meantime I returned to Eng- 
land at the end of the year, took my pilot’s licence and bought a 
machme After only forty hours flying I was ready for the 30b 
“ My original plan was to take off quietly, presumably on a 
flight to Australia, and without the permission of the Nepalese 
Government I intended to do the job from Purnea the base of the 
Houston flight over Everest At the persuasion of a friend (and 
I now know he was right) I got a certain amount of publicity 
before leaving Unfortunately along came a letter from the Air 
Ministry inquiring if recent reports were true, informing me at 
the same time they did not think it probable that the Nepalese 
Government would allow the permit; yet not asking if they 
could be of assistance m securing it 

“ I replied, foolishly perhaps, that the information was true, 
though their attitude would have been more appreciated had they 
offered assistance Then came a two-page letter which I ignored 
and, twenty-four hours before leavmg, a two-page wire of warning, 
which I also ignored 

“ The gloves were off, what next? 

“ I took off on May 21, 1933 Six weeks before I had been 
notified that my permit to fly through Persia ’was awaiting me at 
Cairo I rang the officials up on arrival and I registered immedi- 
ately that there was nothing doing\ The chief proved really too 
affable under the circumstances ‘Sorry old man, there’s no permit 
here for you If there’s anything I can possibly do for you just let 
-me know’ — and offered me the world' Well Everest wasn’t Cairo 
so on I pushed to Bagdad, where I discovered a new route down die 
southern side of the Persian Gulf, through Bahrein, a British 
Protectorate, and in use by the Imperial Airways The only map 
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I could hm of this route showed half the Gulf For fuel I trusted 
to luck and to what 1 could pick up at Bahrein, but on the 
instructions of the British Consul, this was refused to me. The 
consul had the audacits to suggest that I should fly north one 
hundred and eighty miles over water and land in Persia there to 
inquire about a permit for doing so. The alternative he later 
ga>c me, was to fly to Bagdad 

1 had to bluff 

The next morning I went along and told him that the flight 
to Bagdad was the better idea There was a map in the vestibule 
and uhtk he was inside writing out my fuel permit 1 roughed out 
the distance to Gwadar the next stop on my forward route to 
India and took the scale of the map on my coat sleeve. 

Later I worked out that m\ tankage (with the extra fuel 
obtained on the new permit) would lease me thirty miles to spare 
that was if mj gamble on fine weather came oil With that I 
stuck an additional four gallon tin of petrol in my front locker 
filled up my tanks and took off To make short of a long stor) 1 
was nine and a half hours in the air nine hours out of landing 
distance and five hours without sight of land. My res-counter 
suddenly went bunr the indicator flew back to zero, and 1 had a 
momentary hustle for my life-belt, but I landed at Gw’adar safel) 
ten minutes before dark with petrol just on the nod to extinction. 

After a wonderful night under starlit skies I reached Karachi 
Here again they tried to suck me up with results as before — I flew 
on and on. The same at Allahabad on I went undeterred and 
arrived at my base, Purnea to lay up for a da) or two before m) 
last hop to the foot of Everest 

But here officialdom won At 7 am on the morning after 
my arrival came the local magistrate and the chief of police with 
the pleasant information that my plane had been seized by the 
government and that I would not be allowed to use it until further 
notice the further notice was the arrival of the monsoon Twenty 
one days later when this had ruly arrived, my aeroplane was 
( released 

* My next concern was to get this machine under cover I 

* had received an invitation from a Major Kent to visit his aero- 

f drome some two hundred and fifty miles away and off I flew on the 

1 first possible day Covildn t get a lack out of the engine after being 

f to long in alternate rain and sunshine. I know nothing about 

> aeroplane engines, but set to work. After five hours with the 

* Instruction book I had the thing running and giving better revs 


128 A. J RUSSELL 

than it had ever done since delivery from the makers Then I 
took it on to the field. It was hopeless — the machine wouldn’t n<c. 
I know nothing about aeroplane rigging, but after some time with 
the rigging instruction booklet, managed to get away Unfortun- 
ately Kent's aerodrome had no hangar accommodation and I took 
off to Lucknow After half an hour’s flying I was into the monsoon 
again with clouds at four hundred feet, and had to look for a 
landing With petrol running short, could I come down? 

“ An old planter had turned his polo ground into an aerodrome 
and had marked it with the circle and name of the place, ready 
for the time when flying should take a flip in his part of the 
country. I was his guest for a w'eek on account of the weather and 
made a valued friend As my machine was now' of no further 
use to me for the Everest climb, 1 made him an offer I had an 
intuition that he would buy it He did 

" 1 came up to Darjeeling with a view to getting through on foot 
to Everest Here the local government official appeared to take 
great pleasure in telling me that his orders w'crc to block me. 
In view of these hold-ups doesn’t it seem to you somewhat uncanny 
that I am ns optimistic as ever about my job of climbing Everest, 
the otic I’ve been given to do?” 

1 hat was the letter which Maurice Wilson sent to me from 
India He concluded by asking me to try and get permission from 
the India Office to allow him to climb Everest alone That could not 
be obtained and I advised him against the attempt At that time 
onlv his intimates believed that he would translate lus eccentric 
idci into practice Everybody solemnly warned him against his 
project. Friends and acquaintances pointed out to him the irn 
possibility of achieving alone what the best climbers in the world 
ird been unable to accomplish assisted by every device known to 
mountaineering carried by a hrge force of porters — oxvgen 
cylinder', ropes, ice axes, cooking apparatus, lnvcrsaeks, medit.il 
supplies wireless equipment and quantities of other imjx:dimcnta 
IF' reph to ill cxpo.tulations v as tint victory would surely corae 
to the run who travelled hut and light. Amundsen had tvaten 
Fa/t tr the r <ce to the South Pole by a lightning dash IF, Id c 
Anuindv-n, w is jvrrfectiv fit, possessing Mifficicnt cndttranc to 
."-•th the pVfS’cal limits of the world’s altitudes Alreadv 
f 4 uirrv-f! tuent eight thousand feet of the twents n.'t'' 
t» > 4 <nd tr-; t)‘ Mount Evcre*t, and no one should dive-’dc h*m 
Fom ioM tug lus tone attrmjx on that last one then «md "t 
M *’ t 1 O'* v d *F,c jvoplc of thr 1 Imrul *v >s rt 'fd 1 * 



WING* OVER THE CJIAKNEL 

(Top) Lotas Blenot s machine arrunng at Calais before his flight 
( Bottom ) Pant welcomes Blenot on his return from England 
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TEN YEARS LATER 

In 1909, Blenot flew the Channel In- 1919, the Atlantic was con 
quered by Captain J Alcoc\ and Lieutenant H W Brown (-yP / 
Alcocfl climbing aboard at St Johns (Bottom) The "clash landing 
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as holy groom! pm at a generation ago the Swm jo regarded their 
uftdimhed mountains. I'hc Swm then auurocd at the Tibetans 
and Nepalese Jo nowadays, that the avalanches ard the disasters to 
mountaineering patties as well at poor luntm were earned bv 
unfriendly » rmtt inhabiting the pea) 1. who were enraged Jit nun * 
attempt to desecrate their sacred abode Tut Utlion would reason 
tliat Mont Blanc once the monarch of mountains and thought to 
be irucceidbte to man teat now 4 daw regarded at a comparative!) 
arr climb And the Matterhorn not long since known as the 
unscalable pyramid was now l King climbed datl) indeed a guide 
would make tno a terms up that once inaccessible peaL in one da) 
Wilma expected to hr the forerunner of similar conquests of 
Etercu though tt was about twice die height of these Swiss 
mountain! and utuatrd In the mo -4 secluded country of the world 
So he set forth on hit astounding adventure 

When in May 1943 he left England the Imrdon press was 
welcoming home the Marquis o* CUdruble who was the first man 
to fly over Fmcit At that time the Ruitlcdgc Eancdi non— hold 
ing a government permit— was already at the foot of the mountain 
engaged in iu exploratory aiuulti Prevented by the Indian 
officials from dipping in ahead of Ruttledge and scooping the 
honour of victory like Amundsen did from ^ott at the South Pole 
Wilson had to wan until 1034 for his lone attempt. 

Tor a brief period only in each )ear 11 the mountain open to 
cbmhers— from May 10 July Before May, the deep snow the 
interne cold, and the blizzards which rage round the worlds 
mother mountain provide her with natural defences that no human 
bang can penetrate. After June the monsoon arrises the tempera 
turc nset, the snow thaws the sides of Everest stream with 
noting ice, and all footholds are obliterated as soon as they arc 
made. Dangerous at all limes it becomes a certain death trap 
Anyone then attempting to scale the windswept roof of the world 
must inevitably be earned down to disaster by one of its ceaseless 
cascades of incnv and ice. Though in May and June the destroying 
avalanches arc not so frequent the climbers must still undertake 
appalling climbing feats round buttresses with ternfic drops and 
“Papery snow slopes ending in dizzy precipices, and always with 
the threat of being overwhelmed from above by a thunderous fall of 
snow ' 

In erne of the early attempts on Everest the intrepid MaJIory 
awa y an avalanche and eight of his party were 
£nied. He was saved because he happened to be roped to others 



A J RUSSELL 


130 

further up the slope Wilson took no ropes with him up the 
mountain His equipment was a small cylinder of oxygen, a 
height recorder, a camera to make photographs by which he pro- 
posed to prove that he had actually reached the summit, and warm 
clothing He had trained himself to live on dates and cereals 
After being released from what was virtual arrest in Purnea, 
he promised not to attempt a flight to the base of Everest But he 
made a significant move to Darjeeling, the usual starting place of 
an Everest expedition where, without acquainting the authorities, 
he engaged a few porters News presently reached London that 
m the disguise of a porter he had slipped out of Darjeeling en route 
for Everest He was certainly travelling light The Rutdedge 
Expedition of the previous year had comprised fourteen British 
officers, ninety porters and three hundred baggage animals Wilson 
had three porters only Travelling from Darjeehng by forced night 
marches, he crossed the Sikkim Himalayas without being 
recognized Safely in Tibet, he now changed back into European 
clothing for, unless there were sudden direct orders from Lhassa, 
which was unlikely, there was now no likelihood of his being 
stopped and turned back In fact he was travelling so fast that no 
transport in that desolate region could have overtaken him 

By April 18 he reached the first stage of his assault, the famous 
Rongbuk monastery, outpost of civilization, beating by ten days the 
thirty-five days taken by last year’s expedition This was in itself 
a remarkable feat seeing that part of the route had to be covered 
at night for fear of detection He was glad to reach the Rongbuk 
monastery, which has more than once befriended the foemen of 
E\erest Occupied by three hundred monks, and over sixteen 
thousand feet up, it is about the highest habitation in the world 
Wilson tarried one day only at the monastery Refreshed and 
encouraged, he pushed on up the mountain to what was the Base 
/Camp of 1933 From here the summit of Everest appears to be a 
triangular pyramid, the downward dip of which very much 
resembles the tiles on a steep roof There are few handholds, 
careful and balanced climbing is necessary to avoid a sheer drop of 
nearly ten thousand feet These tiles or slabs continue down to a 
great ridge which runs north-west at a considerable angle 

Scarcely giving himself tame to rest, Wilson continued upwards 
to Camp One, a delightful elevated spot providing glorious views, 
one of which, the Pumon Pyramid, rising sharply above a circle of 
peaks, suggests the upthrusting tooth of some gigantic tiger 

His next stop, Camp Two, took him nearly two thousand feet 
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higher to a sunny spot protected from severe winds bs ice ndges 
but with the temperature nun) degree* bclou zero Already well 
above the levels of the Swiss mountain peaks, he mm resumed his 
ascent through troughs of ice with the winds blowing the snow 
from the crests of the open glacier about him Again be came to 
rest in an enchanted land of ice towers — blue and white pinnacle* — 
surrounded b) loft) peak* urpng him still higltcr into the blue of 
heaven. He was now nearing an altitude of twenty three thousand 
feet beyond which only a few scar* ago. no man had ever climbed 
Immediately ahosc him there now rose the steep and shining ice 
wall of the North Col that trape glacier whh.li forms a laddie 
Joining the north peak with the shoulder* and summit of Everest 
Discovered b) Mallory more than ten )ear* ago it provide* the only 
negotiable route to the top It was on this North Col that tire 
avalanche occurred which swept eight porters to their doom 

When the tired coolie* of die 1933 expedition caught sight of the 
North Col they burst into a song of jo) I or the ascent to its base 
is hard going and *«mc of the grumbler* had suggested pvmg in 
But a few stern words from their leader stimulated them to further 
effort and the) reached camp 

Here the view is not quite so thrilling a* further down for the 
mam bulk of Everest 1* masked b) the towering Col and the north 
peak But the scene 11 an inspiring one for *a)s Kuttlcdgc after 
the last slope* have been taken with heads down and the senses 
dulled b) altitude tlicrc appear* the north-east shoulder u\ 
thousand feet of dab and avalanche swept valley l>c)ond which on 
the right is a rock strewn cone, flytng a long pennant of cloud and 
snow far across Nepal It is the summit At long last Mount 
Everest is tangible no longer the fabric of dreams and visions. 
Just below the peak lie a heap of stones wluch arc seen to be rcall) 
huge boulders, fifteen feet high dislodged from the summit. 

Wilson eagerly survived the goal of his ambitions and prepared 
to resume his climb His three porter* looked apprehensively at the 
terrible North Col over whose saddle they must approach that 
might) peak and their courage gave way Mallory, dauntless 
pioneer of this glacier liad found it necessary to be supported by 
ropes wound round a rock as he climbed an tee chimney to the 
too of that obstacle. Those other intrepid mountaineers who had 
followed him had all been similarly supported The porters were 

S uite prepared for the ascent with the same kind of support, 
ut without ropes they would proceed no further 
Wilson expostulated! Vainly did he argue that so far all had 
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gone well, and that the omens were propitious for the future 
Resolutely they refused Though they had already broken speed 
records for climbing more than two-thirds of the terrible mountain, 
they feared to face certain death on that almost perpendicular North 
Col It was still six weeks or more before the monsoon could 
arrive, but Wilson would not wait for further equipment He had 
set out to climb Everest alone, and alone he would go If his 
strength held he might reach the top in two or three more days and 
be back in four or five He ordered his three porters to wait for a 
fortnight, if by then he had not reappeared they were free and 
could return to India 

On May 17, 1934, in a temperature of perhaps fifty degrees below 
zero, he resumed his ascent, carrying with him three loaves, two 
tins of porridge, a small tent, a camera, and the inevitable Union 
Jack Those who know Everest say that he had no chance, he 
must perish from cold and hunger or crash to death over a precipice 
Never before had two men roped together been able to accomplish 
what he was expecting to achieve alone Oates in the Antarctic, 
leaving Scott and stumbling out alone into the blizzard, may have 
done a nobler action than Wilson’s, but for bravery there was no 
distinction between them 

Wilson’s three porters watched him toiling upwards until he 
was lost from sight m the ice cones above For days their gaze 
constantly sought that triangular peak above them Would this 
mad sahib suddenly emerge from the valley and appear silhouetted 
agamst the blue sky on the ridge above? They waited for a week, 
by which time, as >no sign had appeared, they thought that his 
chances of life had dwindled to vanishing point But they knew his 
courage and his qualities of endurance and were not easily 
disillusioned Perhaps he had found some of the stores left behind 
by the previous expedition and was taking the chmb more 
leisurely than he had first mtended 

A fortnight passed and never a sign of the lone climber They 
were now at liberty to return No ordinary human being could 
hope to have lived alone on that mountain for a fortnight But this 
Englishman was no ordinary man He had talked about the 
miraculous powers of the yogi-men, and he was one of them 
Perhaps he was being supernaturally sustained That mysterious 
companion who had accompanied Smythe last year might even now 
be supporting their own leader and guiding him to the summit 
there m triumph to plant his little coloured flag 

Another week passed, and yet another It was only after they 
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had waited a full month that with the monsoon nearly due, they 
deaded to forsake the mountain and thar intrepid leader They 

S thered up thar scanty equipment and returned to Darjeeling 
ere the) confessed to tne authorities that the) had partrapated in 
an unauthorized attempt on E\ crest and had last seen Wilson 
following the tracking of Ruttledgc up the mountain There was 
now no possibility of his being alive. 

Some time later the mystery of Wilson s disappearance was 
solved by Erie Shipton, leader of an Everest advance part) who 
had been with Smythe in 1933 Wilson s bod) was lying unpro- 
tected in the snow He had not died of hunger for he nad 
contrived to discover the provisions left by Ruttledgc Hut his little 
tent had been blown away and was found at some distance from 
the body, and this would suggest that utterly exhausted he may 
ha\e been unable to go further and had frozen to death Erie 
Shipton buried the body in a crevasse near the spot where it was 
found. Wilson s diary found with him was brought back to 
Darjeeling 

TTius perished one of the most gallant adventurers this 
generation has produced If It had been possible for a man climb- 
ing alone to have connuered E' crest, Wilson was undoubtedly the 
one to have done il He ga\e his life to the mountain in a blind 
attempt to achicsc the impossible. 
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FIRST FLIGHT OVER THE CHANNEL 

By 

A J RUSSELL 

M “ an will never fly ” pronounced the wise ones of our youth 
They spoke with conviction just as their fathers had 
done for thousands of years Yet they had themselves seen 
the coming of the motor car, whose petrol engine was destined to 
make early flights possible and the ultimate conquest of the air a 
certainty 

There were nevertheless some enthusiasts who disagreed with 
them. One of these, a young Frenchman named Louis Bleriot, 
experimented for twenty years before staggering the world with a 
spectacular flight He it was who first showed that men could not 
only pilot toy flying-machines round a field for the entertainment of 
a dumbfounded public, but could fly them through the stratosphere 
at terrific speed from town to town, country to country 

Caught by the romantic spell of aeronautics, this Frenchman, in 
his prime, was the man chosen by destiny to prove to England, 
friendly but hopelessly insular, that she was no longer an island 
divorced from Europe, inaccessible without permission of the all- 
powerful British Navy 

Across the Atlantic, in those pioneer days, was another 
personality, a Yankee farmer, who too had no doubt that flight was 
possible Looking up sometimes from his fields he would see two 
cycle-makers, the Wright brothers, piloting their first heavier-than- 
air flying machme, would grin knowmgly “ at them lads at their 
capers again” and continue his ploughing! But that was five years 
before the world knew of Bleriot, though the Frenchman had 
himself been experimenting for years 

About this time an American reporter who had been sent to 
spy on the Wright brothers, wired to New York a message which 
made the editor and his staff jump out of their seats But they 
relaxed, smiled, sat down again This news was altogether too 
fantastic, even for a New York newspaper The epoch-making 
telegram announcing man’s greatest mechanical achievement, a 
machme that could fly without a balloon to support it, was 
“ spiked ” and the enterprising reporter, who had secured the 
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scoop of the age was censured for drawing news from his 
imagination I ^ 

A year or two passed and England heard that the Wright 
brothers had made a successful flight before the heads of the United 
States Forces, but remained incredulous. In France, Bl£not 
Farman, and other dauntless pioneers, continued their experiments 
One of the lads who had caused the American farmer to shake 
his head at their antics, now crossed to Europe and after many 
delays and disappointments which aroused interest to a tremendous 
pitch of excitement made an impressive flight in France At last 
a sceptical world was beginning to believe that there might be 
something in this notion ofa flying machine. 

The Wright brothers offered ilicir patents to the British Admir 
alty and War Office. The) were rejected b) these august bodies for 
the clear and simple reason that our fighting services had no need of 
flying machines! England was an islana protected by her navy 
This new fantastic talk about future danger from the air — 
ridiculous I What man in his senses believed that these flimsy con 
traptions, now hopping about the first aerodromes, would ever be 
capable of flying over water to sa) nothing of that twenty -two mile 
stretch between Calais and Dover which had effectively baffied 
Napoleon? All very reminiscent of the official talk in the days 
when joung Hiram Maxim vainly hawked his quick firing gun 
round Whitehall only to be driven at last to medieval Russia 
because the armies of England and indeed those of the other 
European countries, had no use for his amazing new weapon 
which later did such devastation in the Great War 

Yet Bl£not, beaten In the race for the production of the first 
machine that could fly continued his experiments. Since flight was 
possible it would be achieved by more than one type of aeroplane. 
Already there were many types of motor cars on the road. Soon 
there would be many types of aeroplanes in the air The Wright 
biplane that hummed over a little aerodrome might be the first, 
it certainly would not be the last weird in flight 

B16not was an inventor of middle age and middle height He 
was dark with kind eyes and a long drooping moustache which 
in later life, he shortened He was a man of few words, often one 
word only — magmfiquel 

He followed the activities of the Wrights and the other designers 
with great interest He did not join the chorus of criticism which 
the Wrights aroused Then achievement was magmfiquel \ct 
Bltfnot was a far better craftsman. The radiator on his monoplane 



A J RUSSELL 


136 

was such a finished piece of workmanship that it might have been 
made not by an engineer but by a watchmaker! Critics of the 
Wrights said that their work was slipshod There was a hole in 
the canvas of their biplane, the fabric was secured to the spars by 
an old bootlace Yet the machines that Bleriot was building, 
though neady finished m all detail, were also flimsy contraptions 
They looked just stick and wire, their undercarriages were made 
from bicycle wheels 

Blenot’s machme was intentionally flimsy His big idea, like 
that of a certain manufacturer of motor cars, was to achieve both 
lightness and speed Others were pinning their faith to biplanes 
and three-deckers, but Bleriot, after trying all types, decided in 
favour of the monoplane which, because it had only one cutting 
edge to the wind, must be the aeroplane of the future But the 
fatalities among the earlier pioneers were terrible, the slower 
biplane seemed to be safer than the monoplane, and for the first 
twenty-five years of flight it seemed that Blenot’s preference for 
the monoplane was wrong The single-spread air liners crossing 
the Atlantic today prove that he was right 

Blenot prophesied, too, that trans-Adantic air liners would have 
detachable wings If forced down these would disengage as the 
machme struck the ocean, allowing the body of the plane, con- 
structed as an unsinkable lifeboat, to proceed under its own power 
to its destination But that idea is still in the air, or to be exact, not 
yet there 

It took Bleriot many years to evolve a small, simple, 
well-proved flying machme which he could trust imphcldy to do 
what was generally thought impossible — fly the Straits of Dover 
He began with man-carrying gliders which, resting on floats, were 
roped to speed boats sent racmg down the Seme When great 
speed had been attained, these gliders would leave their floats on 
the water and carry their pilot into the air, where many odd things 
happened to him For this was a far more difficult proceeding than 
operating a man-carrying kite The taut rope of the speed boat 
prevented him from playing his glider as he could a kite, with its 
loose rope, and so it was impossible to prevent the glider from 
plunging Consequendy Bleriot’ s first engineless aeroplanes were 
always turning turtle and precipitating him upside down into the 
river Seme 

Moreover, when the dive mto water occurred, as it did daily, he 
would be dragged along at terrific speed for nearly a minute before 
the speed boat could be stopped Yet this rigorous schooling 
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taught him more than he would have learned by taking off from the 
hill top*. When those initial experiments were ended he knew 
more about automatic stability than anybody then living 

So when he attached screws and engines to hu skeleton 
aeroplanes, he made rapid progress and soon began scudding over 
the land But that was not flying Many more difficulties were 
encountered before hu little petrol engine was able to raise his 
aeroplanes off the ground When they did so there began for 
Blcnot another senes of adventures the like of which has not been 
matched ui the history of flight- Almost every day, for weeks on 
end this fearless pioneer was constantly crashing and escaping 
from sudden death 

He was building faster machines than his rivals, and so ever) 
thing that happened to him did so with alarming suddenness. He 
would shoot into the air at great speed and return to earth at a still 
faster pace. Always was he falling and crawling out from the 
debns of a ruined invention to £0 dauntlcssly forth and design yet 
another and more reliable machine. Never was there a courageous 
man more impatient to conquer 

But pioneer flying was expensive and nobody would advance 
money for such hare-brained schemes. What money he had came 
from another invention a motor car searchlight, fed by a current 
produced by a generator drawn off the engine. 

Expecting to make a fortune from flying machines, he founded 
tfe first aeroplane factory in France- He himself made the first 
notable flight by a monoplane, and secured the cross-country record 
for any kind of aeroplane by covering a distance, with one stop in 
between of nearly sixty miles. About this time an Englishman 
named Curtis flew for an hour without leaving the air 

By 1909 flights over land were becoming impressive. Yet so 
far nobody bad achieved startling success over the sea One of our 
newspaper peers offered a pnxe of one thousand pounds for the 
first night across the Channel and ten thousand pounds for a trans- 
Atlantic triumph This attempt to exploit the new science for 
journalistic purposes was ridiculed, and one rival newspaper, with 
no faith in flying machines, offered a million pounds for a flight 
to America. 

Yet the British public demanded spectacular flights, for England 
had lagged behind France and America in air adventure. So for 
only a few Englishmen had even seen an aeroplane to sec one in 
flight would be the supreme entertainment Someone demanded 
a prize for the first flight over London and this was vetoed because 
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it would be dangerous— to London > But this argument could not 
be used against a flight over the historic Channel, which offered 
risks to airmen, but none to spectators 

Channel swimmers were very much in the public eye at that 
time, mdeed a sure way of inscribing one’s name on the scroll of 
fame, and incidentally of getting plenty of popularity, was to swim 
the Straits of Dover Therefore no greater thrill could be offered 
to the Fntish public in July, 1909 than the spectacle of an aeroplane 
— one of those new-fangled contraptions which most people had 
never seen — flying across the narrow straits which had defeated 
Napoleon 

Three men decided to be the first to do it The astonishing fact 
is that all three were Frenchmen True, an Englishman, the Hon 
C S Rolls, was the first man to make the double flight — Dover 
to Calais and back I remember seeing him set out on one of his 
attempts and crash his machine because the public obstructed his 
take-off But there were no Englishmen in the lists for the first 
attempts on the Channel 

The three pioneers were the Comte de Lambert, the amusing 
Latham, and — Blenot Latham was a temperamental Latin, an 
excitable and rather unlucky showman He made the initial 
attempt, and made all England smile at him for his habit of being 
rescued from the Channel smoking a cigarette as he sat in his 
gradually-submerging plane 

B 16 riot had not the volatility of the artistic Latham He was 
the level-headed, self-confident craftsman, a man of dogged unflag- 
ging courage Yet he had not intended to make an attempt on the 
Channel at that time, for he had thought a Channel flight suicidal 
and a fall into the water certain death 

Hearing that the mercurial Latham’s Antoinette had been 
picked up and that a new machine was bemg made ready for the 
flight, Bleriot, the opportunist, saw his chance He packed up his 
latest monoplane — it was his eleventh — and sent it to Calais The 
first flight was still very much a gamble, with the odds on the 
Channel Not that his machme was incapable but that no aeroplane 
engine could be relied upon Farman said that if he could induce 
rj one of his engines to run for five minutes in the air without 
stopping he considered himself the luckiest man alive 

The engines used by those pioneers of aviation would do the 
most unexpected things Sometimes they would lose their pro- 
pellers, or their cylinders would blow off in mid-air, sometimes 
they would — as one did with Latham — part company from the 
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aeroplane and fall to the ground, leasing the luckless pilot to 
descend as best he could on the tail end of hli machine. Yet the 
news of Latham s Channel exploits had whipped up the public 
interest to fever heat. If now somdxxly succeeded in piloting a 
machine safcl) octom he was assured ot a reception in England 
unexampled since the da\s of the Restoration 

It was a strange looking little machine that BIcnot took with 
him to Calais much frailer and less beautiful than those Antoinettes 
which Latham had been using The aviator had no illusion as to 
how it would behave if it came down in the water it must have 
broken up m a feu minutes ^ct the machine was built on sound 
lines, scry much the shape and rather like a skeleton, of the 
modem air liner The wings of this monoplane spread out fourteen 
feet from a bod) shaped something like a skiff The planes were 
six feet unde and cursed The machine was guided D) elevating 
pbnes and a rudder in the rear both controlled as toda) by a 
)oystick which drawn back sent the aeroplane aloft and* pusned 
forward brought it down Waggled horizontally to left or right 
the joy stick took the machine in ns own direction 

The special feature of the monoplane was the prousion in the 
body at the back of the airman of an air chamber filled svith 
gas which Bl(fnot calculated, would keen him afloat for five 
minutes, and thus gisc the destroyers following lus flight a 
chance to come up and rescue him Luckils he had no need to 
use it, for at the later stages he was half an hour aw'aj from 
anything floating that might have rescued him 

On Juh 24 1909 ulcnot met Latham and proposed that 
neither of them should start until the other was ready but Latham 
dissented Blifnot then made up his mind. If at all posable he 
would start early next day But weather reports wttc unpropittous 
In those days it was thought that flight in a wind was impossible 
and there was going to be a wind 

There was another reason why Bl£not should delay no longer 
in making his efTort. Though no one knew it beside himself and his 
wife, he had got dow n to his last penny If he could get safely across 
the Channel he would pick up £1 000 from an English newspaper 
and the excitement which must follow should bring him enough 
money to start a flying school, and to produce monoplanes which 
he expected to sell in thousands. 

Sunday morning the weather looked so uninviting that 
Latham s colleagues decided not to call him No one in his sense* 
would dare to make a flight. They let him sleep on. But his 
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most dangerous rival was early astir. Long before sunrise he was 
out at Les Barraques village The few reporters present said that 
he looked cool and inflexible Mme Bl<5riot and all the villagers 
turned out to watch the attempt, albeit, as there had been so many 
false alarms, they were without much confidence of seeing the 
start of an historic flight There were white rollers visible on the 
black sea below them, and these were ommous But now the 
weather experts came forward with news that a lull was notice- 
able Bl^riot brought out his machine and, in the grey dawn, took 
off for a trial flight of a quarter of an hour’s duration Alighting, 
he pronounced that his monoplane was behaving satisfactorily 
The sky was overcast Had the sun risen? The terms of the 
newspaper offer were that the flight must take place between 
sunrise and sunset Seated in his cockpit Bleriot peered forward 
into the misty horizon and waited Meanwhile Mme Blenot had 
gone aboard the destroyer Escolette which was to follow him, for 
he was determined to make the attempt Something must be 
done to get back that last penny 
“Is it sunrise?” asked Bl£not 
The official looked at his watch 
“ Sunrise,” he said 
Blenot started his engine 

“Where’s Dover?” he demanded The official pointed to a 
grey cloud on the skyline 

His propeller flickered and began to whirl Presently his 
machine wobbled along the strip of grassland above the sand dunes 
In fifty yards he was in the air A hand shot out from the cock- 
pit and waved a farewell to the cheering villagers The machine 
climbed mland and then, looking no bigger than the dragon-fly 
to which all newspapers likened it, sped away on its epoch-making 
flight 

On any ordinary July morning England is clearly visible from 
Calais, but this mormng all that the watchers could see through 
their telescopes was a disappearing speck in the leaden sky, and 
the destroyers below, belching smoke as they first led and then 
followed this fearless airman on his lone flight to England 
The observers knew as well as did Bl£riot that if his machine 
was to succeed his engine must keep running for over half- 
an-hour Hitherto it had not succeeded m going at high speed 
for more than twenty minutes It is said that this air-cooled 
engine, after it had gone for this length of time, became over- 
heated and Blenot’s plane began to drop into the Channel Then, 
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by the greatest piece of good fortune he ran into a squall which 
cooling his engine allowed him to climb again until his altitude 
was higher than the cliffs of Dover What was still more Inter 
citing about this engine was the fact announced twenty years 
later by Sir Sefton UrancLcr director of Civil Aviation that 
never before had it run for the thirty three minutes it took to 
traverse the Straits of Dover and that it no cr ran so long again 
As he set out that morning from Trance UI£not was certainly listing 
his life. 

Though for days Dover had been full of eager people waiting 
to set the Channel flown for the first time, most of tficm left a 
little hoarse and dispirited when they saw Latham s non success. 
Even the newspaper men were caught In surprise After days of 
ceaseless watching from the summit of Dover cliffs the news 
correspondents— Ldgar Wallace among them — were roundly 
sleeping in their hotels below Not one of them appears to have 
been out of doors to observe the arrival save a friend of fllcnot 
the correspondent of a Trench newspaper who had arranged to 
ware a tricolour from the cliffs as a sign to the aviator so that 
he could easily find the prearranged landing place And the air 
man needed some friends round him when he alighted for through 
the escape of petrol from hts tank he had burnt his foot rather 
badly and was only able to walk with the help of a sack When 
he rose that morning he was in great pain and had used crutches 
to get to his machine. Even it he alighted safely in England 
somebody must help him out of his plane. 

No conqueror ever came more humbly to his conquest. To his 
wife below his machine flying at about three hundred feet 
against the cliffs of Dover lool ca like linen on a clothes line, but 
to those who taw it afterwards it was soiled and weatherbeaten 
the worse for so many test flights that it had undergone before 
its final triumph 

Having no compass aboard none of the instruments which make 
flying today almost simple, BI£riot flew on and presently wu$ 
«»erred by a policeman, a coastguard or two, a man on the pier 
some soldiers and just a few others, to be drawing near to England 
He did not appear to be flying steadily, for the winds were buffeting 
mm, and it wuuld seem that nc was having a hard fight to make the 
land l 

The Fleet had just returned to Dover from Southend and the 
Bonaventttre with her brood of submarines, had taken shelter from 
the winds behind the crooked arm of Dover s breakwater It was 
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said that Blenot came, “ with his machine under his arm, between 
the dawn and the daylight,” though that kind of picturesque 
language is not usually associated with the British Navy 

That grey cloud to the west, towards which Blenot had been 
flying, had now taken a sea-green colour, and was m fact 
Shakespeare Cliff, part of the white cliffs of Dover 

Over the little monoplane there fluttered a red flag which might 
show above the water if the airman fell mto it, and this flag was 
plainly visible to the few who saw him making for the land 
The breakwater and the curving pier came out to meet him, but 
behind them he saw a town of a thousand houses, of spires and 
chimneys, a jumble of roofs in a valley overlooked by the grim 
walls of Dover Casde To descend there meant disaster He was 
seen to leave the sleeping town and turn again towards St 
Margaret’s, by which direction he had come, and presently he 
passed in over the cliff’s edge and disappeared behind the castle 
Less than a dozen men had seen him arrive ! 

On the seaward edge is the golf lmks, a little further on are 
the red buildings of the Duke of York’s School Innocent of 
trees, or other obstructions likely to embarrass an airman, the 
Downs here made a suitable spot for the descent though further on 
a more level stretch might have been found It was five o’clock 
in die morning when the bird-man crossed the cliff’s edge heading 
for the Northfall Meadow The peculiar rapid whirr of the 
propeller was plainly heard by M Fontaine, Bleriot’s friend who, 
standing on the cliff, vigorously waved his tricolour in welcome 
Blcriot had already seen it and gave an acknowledging wave of his 
hand 

Droning and humming like a colony of bees he came at a 
reduced speed over the wire fence dividing the cliff path from 
the meadow, making for a gendy sloping bank But there were 
eddies in the wind and they caused him to alter his course again 
He drew back his lever, climbed, circled above the long valley 
that divides the meadow, to Casde Hill, over wluch blew a stiff 
\\ ind from the sea Easing his descent as best he could he alighted 
on the spot now marked with a memorial slab for all the world 
to sec 

It was not a good landing The propeller was damaged by 
thrusting into the hill and the tail stuck upwards at an angle 
Blenot, unwilling to get out himself, sat still, gazmg about him, a 
lonely conqueror of the air, greeted only by the seabirds 

His compatriot, carrying his flag, came running across from 
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the clifT fuilt He threw hi* arm* about hi* victorious friend and 
gave him a Latin embrace A police cyclist rode over and 
pined in the first few moment* of triumph Soldiers in khal i 
ran out of the fort and for a while this little gmip were ali 
there were to welcome htm to England 

Hut the deeping town was lKgtnning to »tir Dover began to 
dress itself and blink at the sun a* it broke through Journalists, 
unwavhed and unshaven ran out of their hotel* and drove up to 
the Down* to tec the uondrou* machine that Jiad triumphed and 
to interview the victorious pilot Tim saw a man dressed rather 
like an Esquimaux. He wore a khaki jacket lined with wool for 
warmth over tweed clothes and leneath an engineer s blue cotton 
overall*. A elo*e filling cloth cap was tiglitl) fastened over hn 
head, neck and ears. He bad taken neither food nor drink of an\ 
Lind since the previous evening and now that the excitement was 
over and hi* lung* filled with tea air he was feeling read) for 
hi* breakfast 

He was driven down to Dover and entertained All through 
the day he was the lion of the town besieged by journalists and 
innumerable admirers be told and retold the simple story of his 
achievement 

A successful flight like an uninterrupted railway journey, is 
usually so lacking in incident tliat there u very little to record 
For which reason one seldom if ever reads a good story of a 
Double achievement in the air A pilot may run into a storm over 
the Alps, ma) dodge an eagle in the north, may sec the sharks in 
the Indian Ocean but unless be crashes into a hillside, or comes 
down in flames, there is not much story as stor) of the actual 
passage to write about 

It was so with the first crossing of the Clsanncl Blcnot told 
the journalists that he preferred the honour of being the first man 
to fly the Channel to winning a prize of £i ooo After so man) 
nushaps he had promised his wife that he would not make this 
Juxardou* attempt, he changed his mind and his wife encouraged 
him to do so Then at 435 he had taken ofl 

As he left the shores of I ranee he reduced the speed of his 
engine, for there was no need to force it unduly and indeed it 
was dangerous to do so He felt no sensations and was rather 
surprised that he did not even feel exultant The tumbling sea 
beneath him and the freshening breeze warned him that if any 
dung went wrong with his engine life might not be quite so 
pleajant a * it felt at that moment. 
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He had a sense of loneliness but of nothing else Clearly he 
was not afraid To be alone, unguided, without compass, driving 
towards a grey bank of cloud, with the Channel heaving below him, 
was, on reflection, an odd experience Yet at first he had nothing 
to do The engine was going well He touched nothing with 
hands or feet During the first ten minutes he neither rose nor fell 
As soon as he was m the air he could see the destroyer ahead of 
him As she was to steam to Dover he took his bearings from 
her Though she was going at full speed he quickly passed her, 
going comfortably at forty-five miles per hour, the propeller of 
his twenty-five horse power engine — about the power of a car — 
doing one thousand two hundred to one thousand four hundred 
revolutions a minute 

When his engine dipped he pumped in some more petrol and 
the machine rose agam It was his intention to fly at two hun- 
dred and fifty feet, which should take him safely to his landing 
place The greatest altitude to which his machme could reach 
would be about five hundred feet as against the twenty-five 
thousand at which military operations normally take place in the 
RAF today 

Havmg overtaken the destroyer he was able to look back and 
take his bearings from the direction m which it was steaming, but 
he could only do this for about ten minutes Then she was lost to 
sight and the land in both directions was also invisible So he 
set his steering gear for the point in which he had last seen the 
destroyer heading, and hoped on 

During the next ten minutes he experienced the most anxious 
part of the flight for there was nothing in sight but the sea and 
the sky, and he was not absolutely certain of his direction Yet 
he had no fear of his machme, which was travelling beautifully 
Then he sighted land but found that he was travelling m die 
direction of Deal whilst his intention had been to get to Dover 
He headed westward, following the line of the coast for a mile or 
more, saw the Fleet and the harbour below him, then spotted 
his friend Fontaine, and made towards him 

But now he found himself in some difficulty for the wind was 
much stronger and his speed reduced He fought against it and 
his beautiful aeroplane, as he called it, responded to his command 
He hoped to cross Dover Harbour before passing over Shakespeare 
Cliff Again the wind was contrary and, seeing the opening in the 
cliff, he passed over the land The English Channel had been 
flown 
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^ ct he felt conftd'mt that hit machine- which had bm In the 
air for half-anlmat coutd continue living for another hour lack 
to Calais. or on to London had he k» choten Hut he had done 
enough for one das 1 Ic wjs a a 011 the Channel and here was 
the spot where he had arranged tn land 

Axo-dmc the ted bnhhnrt on htt left hr atiemp'rd to come 
down *>i!e descent uai j(mu th- prearcii probl-m Mfnot 
found iht the wind was earning him round spin and he decided 
to take no mwe chant rt wiih it At once he ihtn oft hu motor, 
which le did a little ion mon with the remit that the monoplane 
fell straight down tn*tc d of with a gradual glide from a height of 
stxrvfrse feet! He was Jorkv that hit patrol did not set alight 
hn machm- and htmvlfl 

^et no icnntn harm wa» done HI no* mrvcsrd th* damage 
and pronounced that it could he put right again in a few tbvt 
One of Is •’den i bggtit t o* r Lrrpcri* rrx nring tn the neigh 
bourhood of Dmer that Sunday dime up to look at the machine 
that had comjucrcd tl»e Channel With charaeienitie enterprise 
lie arrangrd to cxhilnt it neat day in the Ivtienvnr of hit store 
and to pay to the l.nodon llo'p tal for the pm liege The 
machine was j ho*opraphed pa 1 etl on rail wnt to Cannon Street 
nation and next ibi I«onden was cm a ding into a department 
norc to tee the machine which was monopolizing the tali of the 
whole Ivor Id 

IMore that Happcred news had been wirclei ed had to Lex 
JUrraquex that the flight svas successful It \wi tn!d tn Jjtlum 
who went into a frcnr\ o' diiappointment 1 Ic had jumped out 
of hed at alcnit the timr I ’-Mot bndrd and was prepanng his 
machine to take of! when re \ came that the Channel Jiad been 
flownl He demanded WouM sou believe iH Thc\ have liter 
ally robbed me of m chance <~n and will sou l>chr\c it? M) 
friends, who arc as anxious for me to get to Lngbnd as I am 
mjtelf failed to call rrc!" 

He lieard the crowd cheering Vise Illcnot and he joined in 
more heartily than am, for unhid \ Latham was a great sports- 
man ** It was the cnance of a lifetime for HIcrio he cried 
and he tool it 1 Tliat half an hours break in the wird this 
rnorn, ng would lave enabled me to cross Ncscrtheless I shall tn 
to follow Illfnut and go as far inland as possible then I shill 
10 Trance Illcnot is a plucky man as he is a lucky man 
* “? vc I 11 ” sent him a telegram Sincere congratulations. Hope 
to follow )0 || Latham * 
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But the wind was blowing half a gale and the Antoinette, 
towed into a field developed faults in her motors By the time 
these were put right the wind had increased to a fury Latham 
took his seat but twelve men had to hold the aeroplane down Even 
a trial flight was impossible So far as July 25, 1909, was con- 
cerned there was no chance of Latham joining his rival m Dover 
Yet had he done so Blenot was prepared to have shared with him 
the prizo-money he had won With head bent and his hands clasped 
behind him, Latham set off across the fields to Sangette, a pathetic, 
disappointed figure 

, Latham did make another attempt but was again frustrated 
'when within sight of Dover Always dogged by misfortune, he 
met his death in the Congo 

His luckier rival had been having a great time, adulated by 
everybody, including the Comte de Lambert, who was then in 
Dover When asked where he would like his plane housed before 
it was taken to London he suggested a dog-kennel But it was 
not taken off the field without an encounter with imperturbable 
officialdom Among the earliest arrivals were the Customs 
authorities, who made solemn enquiries and assured themselves 
that none of the laws regulating the entrance of goods to these 
shores had been broken Blenot was listed as “ master ” of an 


unnamed ship described as a monoplane 

That Sunday evening Blenot returned to Calais and received a 
boisterous welcome from his fellow countrymen France at that 
moment was undergoing one of its frequent changes of Govern- 
ment, but the aerial news was so exciting that politics became 
unimportant The Cross of the Legion of Honour was immediately 
conferred upon the airman and the Parliamentary Aviation Group 
sent him a wire “ To Blenot, first conqueror of the Channel, and 
to Latham and the other conquerors of the air — Hosannah for 
the peace of the world ” 

Special Sunday evening editions of the Pans newspapers set the 
cit) agog One of them said that “ the day on which the Channel 
was crossed for the first time was a date m history that could not 
be removed from the annals of science and civilization ” Another 


said that the Straits, which were so wide at the time of Napoleon’s 
camp at Boulogne, but which had since narrowed by a develop- 
ment of steamships and submarines, were now practically filled 
in’ I rom a diplomatic point of view the consequences were 
evident 1 he British foreign policy of splendid isolation would 
Ixrcomc more and more a Continental policy For Great Britain 
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was no more an impregnable fortress from which she could inter 
vene at will in European wart. Very toon the would be vulnerable 
like her allies. 

The English Press said that Bl&iot was fortunate in hit audacity 
in choosing the right moment to tail with tupreme dominion 
through the azure deep of air and regretted that no Englishman 
had come forward to make the attempt. While Blcnot was 
applauded the) reminded the world that one swallow did not make 
a siimmcr and that the Tint passage of one aeroplane was not 
likely to be followed by the general public travelling by air The 
Channel steamboat service was not vet threatened f 

On the day following hit flight Blcnot was ofHdallv welcomed 
both tn Dover and London Bravo Bhfnot ana Vnc b 
France were shouted to him as he drove through the streets of 
London Our War Minister at the time wns Lord Haldane who 
said that the flight was one of those feats which marked the 
beginning of a new era You did it with such wonderful ease 
because you had such great courage I 

Responding to the felicitations Blcnot said that he had put a 
great deal of work into his machine and so made success easy 
He hoped that France and Engbnd, already united by water would 
now be united by air That evening at a public dinner he was 
the only one present who was not wearing a dress suit. He 
laughingly explained that he had forgotten to put it in his aeropbne. 

Soon afterwards he took part in another competitive flight in 
France and as before his machine crashed and he crawled out 
from the ruins safe once more. 

From then onwards he did very little flying But he built many 
aeroplanes, especially during the war Altogether he designed two 
hundred and built ten thousand In one of these he flew to Eng 
land twenty years after his first flight, and re vioted the scene of 
his bnding Again he was welcomed in Dover and London this 
tunc by Lord Thompson Air Minister and by other celebrities, 
most of whom were shortly to lose thdr lives In the disaster to 
R101 

But Blcnot s luck held out to the end He died in 1936 one 
of the few pioneers of aviation to reach a ripe age and to die a 
natural death. 



THE MAN WHO HAD TO BE KING 

By 

W B SEABROOK 

M trio hold undisputed sway on some remote tropical island set 
like a green jewel amid the coral reefs of summer seas — 
-E how many boys have dreamed it, and how many grown men, 
civihzation-tired 

It is a strangely potent dream, it has a druglike fascination 
It is susceptible of infinite variations Sometimes the island proves 
to be inhabited by natives — sometimes not One man may dream 
of it in terms of pure adventure — another in terms of refuge, 
tranquillity, escape — another m terms of despotic power 
It is a dream which for most of us never comes true 
But in Haiti, where the impossible frequently happens — or rather 
on one of its island dependencies — there is a man, a white man, 
who has realized that dream, on his own terms Furthermore, he 
has been actually crowned a king by the natives of that island 
This is not a fantasy 

On clear days, from any terrace m Port-au-Prince, one may see 
the blue mountain peaks of an island rising from the sea out yonder 
across the bay north-westward, thirty or more miles distant. It is 
called La Gonave It is an island larger than Martinique or 
Barbados, dolphin-shaped, some forty miles in length Despite its 
proximity to the Haitian mainland and capital, despite the fact 
that under the Haitian-American treaty of 1915 it is part of the 
territory over which America exercises a benevolent protectorate, it 
remains the most primitive and untouched by civilization in the 
the whole West Indies It has always been so It is the only 
part of Haiti on which there were no colonial settlements and 
on which there are no French colonial rums In the pre- 
colonial Spanish days it was a resort for pirates When Haiti was 
owned by France, it was a refuge for runaway slaves For the 
past century, under the Haitian black republic, the government 
tried sporadically and with slight success to collect taxes from the 
descendants of these runaway slaves 

A number of years ago, at their own request, the American 
administration dropped from an aeroplane on to this island a 
Pennsylvania farmer boy by the name of Wirkus, who had enlisted 
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in the marine corps and risen to be a top sergeant They com 
missioned him a lieutenant of gendarmerie and said Well send 
a plane over every month to see how you arc getting along 
They said also, In six months, of course, we II relieve sou This 
boy Wirkus who had nc\cr set foot on La Gonave, who had only 
seen it lying distant and mysterious out there across the sea said 
If you won t let me stay there for at least three years, I don t 
want to go ** It was a queer thing for him to say The) thought 
it was a queer thing for hun to say but they flew him over and 
left him. They sent the aeroplane monthly for his reports, and 
whenever he eared to they let him fly back to spend a monthly 
weekend in Port au Pnnec. Usually nc didn t care to lca\e this 
island. Two or three months later a rumour spread around the 
capital that the ten thousand blacks of the island had convened and 
crowned Wirkus king of La Gonave. It was supposed to be a 
sort of harmless joke. Nobody on the mainland took it seriously 
And Wirkus himself laughed about it m an embarrassed way when 
they saw him. He was a husky efficient, dependable lieutenant of 
gendarmerie, his reports were always In perfect order and tax 
collections cm La Gonave had already more than doubled under his 
admimstrauon If the blacks out there childishly chose to call him 
a king instead of a lieutenant, what did his superior officers care 
about that? He was a good man, doing a good job 

And he has been there ever since. He is there today the sole 
white ruler the benevolent despot of an island inhabited by ten 
thousand blacks. He will be there he hopes, for another three 
year*. I had a letter from him only a few weeks ago He is real 
and his name is Wirkus. If it would amuse you to get a letter 
from a king you can write him 

Lieutenant F E. Wirkus 
Gendarmerie d Haiti 

Headquarters General 
Port-au Prince, Haiti 
(Please forward to La Gonave ) 

They will take it over to him when the plane goes, on the 
first of the month and I have no doubt he will find time to 
answer 

These are the simple understandable facts, as known to every 
body in Haiti of how Wirkus happens to be king of La Gonave. 
It chances, however that I am in possession of some other facts, 
literal, yet so fantastic in their implication that I hesitate to relate 
them Astrologers, numcrologists, dabblers in the occult, orthodox 
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fatalist Presbyterians, will be more interested in this phase of the 
story than will sensible readers I feel, however, that it should 
be included, if only to show what mysterious tricks coincidence will 
sometimes play in the birth of incredible legends, in the creation by 
primitive peoples of kings and gods 

In the year 1838, after Haiti had been for thirty years a republic, 
a negro named Soulouquc rose to power He declared that the Holy 
Virgin had appeared to him in a vision, angel-winged, perched in 
the top of a royal palm, and had said 

“ You are destined to become a king, to rule over Haiti, Santo 
Domingo, and the surrounding islands of the sea ” 

Some months later, Soulouquc, amid great pomp and ceremony, 
invested with sceptre, crown, and royal robes, was proclaimed 
Emperor of Haiti, under the title of Faustin I Why he chose 
the unusual name of Faustin, history does not explain. With his 
royal armies he sought to invade Santo Domingo This was exactly 
eighty years ago In Bois Noir, among the mountains of La 
Gonave, there is an old, blind soothsayer, believed by his neigh- 
bours to be more than a hundred years old They say that long, 
long ago he lived on the mainland, and that he saw the emperor 
Faustin ride off to war on a white horse, and that he always 
predicted Faustin would some day miraculously return You can 
read about this Faustin I in the encyclopaedias, and if you ever 
visit Port-au-Prince you can see his jewelled crown and sceptre in 
the vaults of the Banque Nationale So much for the black 
Faustin I 

In 1894, in the town of Pittston, Pennsylvania, in the coal 
mining and farm district near Wilkes-Barre, a naby was born The 
father was a German-American who had been a miner and also 
farmed The mother, Anna Wirkus, was of Polish-French stock, 
and a Catholic When the priest came to baptize this baby, he 
said to Mrs Anna Wirkus, “What name have you chosen?” and 
she said, ‘ We cannot agree, we are going to let you choose the 
name ” 

He baptized the baby “ Faustin ” 

Wirkus tells me that up until the tame he was twenty, and 
even after he had run away to enlist in the marine corps, Haiti 
meant nothing to him except a vague name in the geographies which 
he had studied in public school He had not the shghtest intention 
or desire to go to Haiti He just happened to be sent there He 
mig t just as likely have been sent to China or the Philippines, 
or to have been stationed in Philadelphia 
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Only one thing remains to be added to this digression before I 
bring this story of Wlrlnis and his island bach to solid earth 
again 

The blachs of that island when speaking of Wirkus, some- 
times refer to him as Lx tt pi tint (He who ivas to come) 

There was no mjuical nonsense about Wirkus himself If he 
seemed God-sent to his superstitious blacks, born and destined at 
baptism to rule over them, and if his hard boiled fellow' marines 
considered it somewhat strange that a regular guy like Wirkus 
should be content to remain for jears at such a lonel) post I am 
sure that he never thought of himself as bang m any way out 
of the ordirur) Yet he was out of the ordinary in more ways 
than one I learned this before I ever met him It so happened 
that I had been in Haiti several months before I heard of wirkus 
Then one of the treaty ofliaals told me about him, suggesting 
that since I was studying primitive peasant life, his island would 
be a good place for me to visit. He was sure I d be welcome, but 
when he saw how interested I was, he took the trouble to have a 
message sent over Wirkus sent back word that I could come any 
time I pleased staj a week or a month as it suited me. 

On the night before starting I sat m Dc Reuc s bar w-ith Major 
Davis, Q.M.C. and Captain Pressley of the flying corps, discussing 
the trip over a bottle of Haitian rum. They knew Wirkus — had 
fished with him for barracuda I was asking what I might take 
alonjg that would please him 

Well said Major Davis ponderously you might take him 
a bi£ box of sweets he likes chocolates and bon bo ns best. 

Is that your poor idea of a joke? I said I thought you told 
me Wirkus was a hard-boiled sergeant of marines. 

M No,” said the major quietly I m not razzing you. He s 
hard-boiled all right. Look at his jaw' He can outcurse and out 
fight any tough baby I know’ in the whole service. But he 
doesn t drink come to think of it, I don t believe he smokes 
other and he eats quite a lot of sweetstuff They tell me 
alcohol turns to sugar and I suppose when a fellow doesn t drink 
he needs more sweets. I might just as well have told you to 
take him jam We always take him something of that sort, but 
I happen to know he t got a whole shelf olf it 

“ Don t get off on the wrong foot with Wirkus, Captain 
Pressley cut m — this stuff about his not drinking and smoking 
He s no Sunday school product by a damned sight. He just 
happens not to care anything about liquor and where he is it s 
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fatalist Presbyterians, will be more interested in this phase of the 
story than will sensible readers I feel, however, that it should 
be included, if only to show what mysterious tricks coincidence will 
sometimes play in the birth of incredible legends, in the creation by 
primitive peoples of kings and gods. 

In the year 1838, after Haiti had been for thirty years a republic, 
a negro named Soulouquc rose to power He declared that the Holy 
Virgin had appeared to him in a vision, angel-winged, perched in 
the top of a royal palm, and had said 

“ You are destined to become a king, to rule over Haiti, Santo 
Domingo, and the surrounding islands of the sea.” 

Some mondis later, Soulouquc, amid great pomp and ceremony, 
invested with sceptre, crown, and royal robes, was proclaimed 
Emperor of Haiti, under the title of Faustin I Why he chose 
the unusual name of Faustin, history does not explain With his 
royal armies he sought to invade Santo Domingo This was exactly 
eighty years ago. In Bois Noir, among the mountains of La 
Gonave, there is an old, blind soothsayer, believed by his neigh- 
bours to be more than a hundred years old They say that long, 
long ago he lived on the mainland, and that he saw the emperor 
Faustin ride off to war on a white horse, and that he always 
predicted Faustin would some day miraculously return You can 
read about this Faustin I in the encyclopaedias, and if you ever 
visit Port-au-Prince you can see his jewelled crown and sceptre in 
the vaults of the Banque Nationale So much for the black 
Faustin I 

In 1894, m die town of Pittston, Pennsylvania, in the coal 
mining and farm district near Wilkes-Barre, a baby was born The 
father was a German-American who had been a miner and also 
farmed The mother, Anna Wirkus, was of Polish-French stock, 
and a Catholic When the priest came to baptize this baby, he 
said to Mrs Anna Wirkus, ‘‘What name have you chosen' 5 ” and 
s e said, We cannot agree, we are going to let you choose the 

He baptized the baby “ Faustin ” 

Wirkus te hs me that up until the tune he was twenty, and 
even a er he had run away to enhst in the marine corps, Haiti 
meant nothing to him except a vague name in the geographies which 
e a studied m public school He had not the slightest intention 
or esire to go to Haiti He just happened to be sent there He 
might just as likely have been sent to China or the Philippines, 
or to have been stationed in Philadelphia 



THE HAN WHO HAD TO BE KINO 


Only one thing remain* to be added to this digression before I 
bring this story of Wirkus and his island back to solid earth 
again 

The blacks of that island, when speaking of Wirkus, some 
times refer to him a s Li tt f>4 tnnt (He who was to come) 

There was no mystical nonsense about Wirkus himself. If he 
seemed God-sent to his superstitious blacks, born and destined at 
baptism to rule o\cr them, and if his hard boiled fellow marines 
considered it somewhat strange that a regular guy like Wirkus 
should be content to remain for years at such a lonely post, I am 
sure that he never thought of ham self as bang in any way out 
of the ordinary Yet he was out of the ordinary in more ways 
than one. I learned this before I ever met him. It so happened 
that I had been m Haiti several months before I heard of wirkus 
Then one of the treaty officials told me about him suggesting 
that since I was studying primitive peasant life, his lslana would 
be a good place for me to visit. He was sure I d be welcome, but 
when he saw how interested I was, he took the trouble to have a 
message sent over Wirkus sent hack word that I could come any 
time I pleased stay a week or a month as it suited me 

On the night before starting I sat in Dc Reix s bar with Major 
Davis, QJvf.C and Captain Pressley of the flying corps, discussing 
the trip over a bottle of Haitian rum. They knew Wirkus — had 
fished with him for barracuda I was asking what I might take 
alon^ that would please him 

r Well said Major Davis ponderously you might take him 
a big box of sweets he likes chocolates and bon bom best. 


Is that your poor idea of a joke? I said I thought you told 
me Wirkus was a hard-boiled sergeant of marines. 

No, said the major quietly I m not razzing you He s 
hard-boiled all right. Look at his jaw He can outcursc and out 
fight anv tough baby I know in the whole service. But he 
doein t arrnk come to think of it, I don t believe he smokes 
ather and he eats quite a lot of sweetstuff They tell me 
alcohol turns to sugar and I suppose when a fellow doesn t drink 
he needs more sweets. I might just as well have told you to 
take him jam. We always take him something of that sort, but 

I happen to know he s got a whole shelf of it 

M Don t get off on the wrong foot with 'Wirkus, Captain 
Pressley cut in — this stuff about his not drinking and smoking 
He s no Sunday school product by a damned sight. He just 
happens not to care anything about liquor and where be is it s 
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a good thing he’s that way . out there on an island full of rum 
and nigger wenches and lazy coconut groves, he’s stayed as hard 
as nails He’s built himself a rifle range where he practises all 
by himself rides, hunts, fishes when he’s not working He 
shaves every morning he’s fixed himself a shower better than 
we’ve got at the club A rum-hound or a lazy guy would go 
crazy out there, but it smts him, and it seems to suit the natives 
He’s helped them in a lot of ways they were never helped before, 
and they think he’s God Almighty You’ve heard, I guess, that 
they crowned him long or something That’s a hot one ” 

Next morning it was this same Captain Pressley who flew me 
out high across the bay toward the smoky-blue mountains of La 
Gonave, which turned vivid green as we approached We soared 
down to land on a sahne flat near the shore As we taxied across 
it four or five cows loped out from the mangrove tangle, with 
negroes screaming, running, trying to head them, and Pressley had 
to swerve sharply, dangerously, to avoid a smash 

As we came safely to a stop and were climbing out, pushing 
up our goggles and loosenmg our helmets, disengaging ourselves 
from the parachutes strapped on our backs, Wirkus came striding 
across the sahne toward us It was seven-thirty in the morning, 
and he was bareheaded This was the first time I had ever seen 
him He was wearing grease-smeared khaki overalls, his hands 
were black with oil and grease, and there were streaks of it on 
his bare sunburnt arms But his hair was so straw-blond, his eyes 
so clear grey-blue, his smooth-shaven face so healthy-ruddy- 
bronzed, that he looked clean You could almost smell bath-soap 
as you looked at him He was a shade under six feet tall and 
built like a light heavy-weight m training His jaw was as square 
as a piece of granite, and he was scowling He didn’t look at us 
as we came up He was looking at the wing of the ’plane, which 
had tilted and dragged as we swerved, to see if it had been mjured 
Then he came and shook hands Pressley had shut off the roaring 
engine 

Some thirty feet away from us stood four negro gendarmes m 
uniform, with a handsome mulatto sergeant They were whisper- 
mg together and seemed to be pained about something As Wirkus 
strode over toward them they snapped smardy to salute, then 
hung their heads sheepishly 

“ Listen,” said Pressley, “ this is going to be good They have 
had strict orders to allow no cows wi thin a mile of this landing 
field We’ve had trouble before ” 
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WirJcu* addressed himself slowly, grimly in level rones, to 
the sergeant alone 

* Off mfme resgonitb raff a? fa 0 ou arc to blame for that 
bonnets) 

" Out man lieutenant moaned the sergeant like a child found 
at fault, not danng to deny it and Wirkus, who spoke crcolc with 
an appalling colloquial fluency continued in his same level tones 
Uu fast goddam nacact 7 on n goddam macacq ou mourn 
goddam macacq on p r oiler picnd rode macacq nnq fou 
(literally You made (were born) goddamned monkey you h\c 
goddamned monkcr you will die goddamned monkey so go join 
mcmhey-ekrthci | prisoner stripes) five days) 

Oat mon lieutenant moaned the sergeant and marched 
sadlv away to put himvrlf under arrest and talc otf 1m handsome 
uniform and haul roe! for five days barefooted m black and-white 
stnpcd monkey -clothes 

As he walked away Wirkus called after him sull in creole 

“Im not going to break vou Albert, tell Corporal Dcjoic to 
take over your work for tlse five days. 

hi era emtnle lieutenant And that was that Wirkus felt 
better He had tempered justice with mercy He grinned Some 
prisoners appeared piled my gear on their heads, and disappeared 
m single hie up a trail through the mangroves. Wirkus asked 
Pressley to stay over and fish He had been tinkering on his old one 
cylinder motor-boat and had it hitting But Pressley had to go 
rack. 

Wirkus led me up the path through the mangrmes to n straw 
roofed village overlooking the sea and affording a fine view of the 
lowering mountains of the Haitian mainland o\cr yonder It was 
Ansc i-Oalets, the capital of hu ULind kingdom The only build 
ingt not made of mud and straw were his own house which was 
o stone-concrete bungalow with a big screened porch and the gen- 
darmerie headquarters, o\cr which the Haitian hag flew It looked 
kke a hjpUngesque outpost on the edge of the jungle, which was 
what ft was 

He was comfortably installed He had some furniture from the 
States, a plain Grand Rnptds dining room table and two iron cots 
ln separate rooms, Haitian withe bottom straight chairs and 
rc^kers, a cupboard and shebes piled with tinned goods, a rack 
pfarthern water jugs, a wardrobe closet in his bedroom with 
woks piled on top of it a washstand with enamel bowl and 
pitcher clean white bath towel*. On wall racks in the main room 
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were a shotgun, saddle bags, tarpon rods, and tackle A petrol 
pressure-lamp hung from the ceiling In the bedrooms there were 
candles The floor was clean-swept concrete It seemed a pleasant 
place He had a servant, a boy named Mauvais, who kept things in 
order, and cooked in a detached kitchen The shower was m 
the back yard, a big barrel mounted on poles, surrounded by a 
screen of woven branches A ladder went up to the barrel 

From the beginning, Wirkus was hospitable The feel of him 
was friendly But he was self-contained He didn’t waste words 
He was evidently not the sort of man who talked a great deal or 
gave confidences on first acquaintance He was waiting, I sup- 
pose, to get the feel of what sort of animal I might essentially be 
inside 

He opened slowly I think he was somewhat relieved that I 
was not a highbrow When he found that I could speak creole, 
that I had been a good deal in the mountains of the mainland, that 
I liked to fish and wear old clothes, I could feel that he was 
beginning to feel it would probably be all right. These things 
sound like nothing at all, but when two men who have never seen 
each other are going to live together intimately marooned for weeks, 
such things take on an importance 

I didn’t mention the king business He could tell me about 
that, if he would, in his own good time We fished the first 
afternoon and killed six barracuda I had never fished for barra- 
cuda, but it was the same thing more or less as fishing for tarpon, 
the tackle was the same, but once gaffed and in the boat, you 
had to look out for their wolfish teeth, which could take off a hand 
at the wrist and had been known to do it Wirkus and I began 
slowly to get better acquainted I asked him about the boat, which 
was old, but twenty feet long and seaworthy I asked him if he 
ever went to Port-au-Pnnee in it, and what sort of boats tiie 
natives of the island had I had got the impression that his only 
connecting link with the mainland was by ’plane That was a 
matter of convenience, he said It was forty-two miles from 
Anse-a-Galets to Port-au-Prince The ’planes made it in less than 
half-an-hour It took him between eight and nine hours to do it 
m his boat, so he made the boat trip only once or twice a year to 
have it overhauled The natives had lots of boats, crude sailing 
boats, in which they fished and occasionally went over to the 
mainland, but when the winds were wrong it sometimes meant 
three or four days for the round trip The gendarmerie had given 
him his motor boat so that he could make monthly inspections, 
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circuraruMgatsng hit tdand of hi» m tins gendarme stations In us 
principal ccuit ullage*. He would tile me along on one of the 
trips, he uni if 1 eared to go imt dm coming Saiurda) he thought 
1 might sec more and enjoy it more if we took a horseback ride 
up into the hills. 

The ramd change in bndieapc was astormhing Ansc was sun 
baked yellow with its mud walls and straw roofs, rather liarrcn 
Hut not foe hundred yards behind the ullage our trail led bewdc a 
stream into a little green narrow valbrv that was a paradise tropical 
trees, fans, and flowers, bnght-eolourcd birds fluting Where the 
stream widened to a shallow hann we came upon a group of 
girls and worsen some naked some In loin chrhs the streaked 
sunlight playing through the palm branches on their black smooth, 
ihJnr skim. The) were washing clothe* beating them with wooden 
paddles, singing and cried out frirndh greeting as we passed 

Donkey trains with Ing panniers occauonaliv pastes! us The 
women with them some riding some afoot wore cotton dresses 
the men and boys, faded blue jeans. Al! both men and svomcn 
saluted Wirkus respectfully )et familiarl) as if he were a sort of 
intimately known superior l*cing He called mans b) name and 
of some who liad come far he Inquired al>out tlicir families about 
their crops, A numter of times 1 heard Mm use the plirasc Du 
moan bon jou pr mntm (Tell your people good das for me) 

A little higlier up in the vallcs we came to the rums of a 
primitive water-mill which had been dcitro) cd 1>) a freshet In 
the clearing juit up the hillside stood a new building with cows 
grazing poiniettias flaming at the fence gate other signs of pros- 
per? An old woman in white, with a white bandanna barefoot 
gold hoop earrings, and a red coral necklace who had been sluing 
in the doonvaj spied us. She leaped up She must base been 
past seventy but she was agile as a goat. She called out to us, 
came hurrying down to the path seized Wirkus s hand covered it 
with kisses, tried to drag him from his horse and failing in this, 
began tugging at the reins 

Wirkus was embarrassed particularly about the hand kissing 

I guess well base to stop lor fisc minutes, he said So we 
dismounted and followed trie old woman to the house. It was 
another home made mill primitive os the one below except that It 
wa* driven by a shiny little petrol engine of American make. 
The old woman gave us coffee and lamented that Jules Nairn se 
apparently her son had missed our visit. When we left she tried 
to kiss Wirkus s hand again 
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“ Are they all like that toward you?” I asked him 
“No, no” said Wirkus, annoyed “I gave her son a little 
help once, and she can’t seem to forget it She’s getting old ” 

It was from the son, Jules Narcisse, on a subsequent occasion 
and Wirkus not present, that I learned the story of the two mills 
Three times, in three successive ramy seasons, torrents had 
wrecked the mill below, and he was prepared to give up when 
Wirkus advised him to borrow money, brmg an engine over from 
the mainland, and put his mill up on the hillside Narcisse had 
a brother who believed himself to be a mason and who professed 
complete ability to “ set ” the engine But he built the concrete base 
out of true, and the belt kept flying off So they went in despair to 
Wirkus, wailing that the American engine was no good 

And Wirkus went up to take a look “ It was terrificant, 
monsieur,” Narcisse told me, “ it was tci nficant what the lieutenant 
said and did My brother and I fled from his curses and observed 
him from the door He seized a crowbar and we thought he 
would destroy the engine, but he smashed only its base, and then 
he went away, telling us nothing, heaping on our heads awful 
curses But, monsieur, he returned! On that selfsame day he 
returned And he had taken off his umform as when he works 
upon his boat Behind him came men bearing new bags of cement 
on their heads And m his hand there were tools, a trowel And, 
monsieur, with his own hands he set the engine true, as you behold 
it now ” 

These details I learned later, but on the trail that morning I 
suspected that something of the sort was behind the old woman’s 
gratitude, for other fllununating episodes occurred 

After climbing slowly upward, partly through rising jungles 
and partly along rocky mountain slopes, to an altitude of nearly 
three thousand feet, we crossed over a range and found ourselves 
on a wide fertile central plateau, called the Plaine Mapou, with a 
higher range nsmg beyond it It was covered with “ gardens ” 
(small farms) and habitations Across this plain, then turning 
northward, folio wing its length, we galloped At some of the little 
farms on the Plaine Mapou we stopped, or rather were stopped 
One man insisted on showing Wirkus some baby pigs I got that 
tale also later Wirkus had found scrawny runted razorbacks on 
the island He had persuaded the American agricultural station at 
Jacmel to give him a blooded boar and brood-sow He had pre- 
sented them as a gift to a certain dependable gtos negre m the 
mountains, with the understanding that the gros negi e must m turn 
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ptc awa\ all the fust liner, after that the pair and its further 
progeny talonpcd to the owner Hath per urn who rot one of 
the liner man in turn cron it with the rarotlucks, and pvc away 
all of that first taorxL Iry now without expense or exchange 
of nvnev this new blood was scattering all cncr the idand and 
every hod) benefiting At another place we stopped it was the 
umt »ton o*ct again this time about melon* fhrcc fourth* of 
the seed* of the first crop h d to 1* p*en away ^ou could pre 
litem to sour brother or cousin* if sou wanted to. Inn jou had to 
rive them awa\ Tltcrc t* much to he said for despotism at a 
form of pmemment Wsrkut \*a* isranntcal I hepan to under 
stand why these pcaunt* looted up to him a* a tort of God 
Almighty 

It tvat in the {'lame Mapou tliat we turned atide to tee a certain 
grot rtgre, a nch swaggering peasant named Alliance Laurent 
who, Wirlut had learned was infnnpng on the bnd of neigh 
hours. With many wives and concubine*, he strutted hLe a proud 
rooster surrounded hr hi* hens 

Wirkai smiled hie a heneso’ent crocodile on Laurent took 
hit outstretched hand fired a string of compliment! among hit 
women and bepn congratubting Laurent on hit handsome 
breeches and hoots, 

^ou know Laurent he said wh\ it rives me tuch pleasure 
to tee ) ou In fine hcaltli and fine garment? 

Laurent piped 

** Because it wall add to the joy o f the girlt and women at 
Antel-Galeu when they tee you marching lurefooted in monkey 
clothes (urines) carrying water all da\ long on jour head for rav 
shower bath 

Not a word had been spoken about the infringement of land 
rights but we wrren t a mile along die trad when a terrified 
and humble Laurent came plloping alter us promising to restore 
all he had taken 

We saw a woman Wirl us had .ent o*cr to the mainland for a 
double cataract operation She hadn t wanted to go She had been 
afraid He made her go He made a boatman down at Pennte 
i Raequette take her She had come back seeing She thought he 
was God Almighty 

And so it went. As we plloped luck down to Ante it was 
getting plainer and plainer why the) feared and admired him 
But I was beginning to wonder about the king business Eventu 
ally curiosity got the better of me and I asked him about it what 
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there was to it, whether it was true He seemed embarrassed again 
He said, well, yes, there was something to it, one of these days 
he’d tell me all about it, and since I seemed to be interested in the 
island we’d make another trip up soon, up to the top of Bois Noir, 
and see the black queen 

This was the first I’d heard of a black queen I don’t think 
Wirkus reahzed how startling it sounded 

II 

T he night before our projected journey up to Bois Noir to visit 
the black queen, Ti Meminne, Wirkus told me the story of 
how he had been crowned king of La Gonave 

Coming to the island four years before, he had set about a 
thorough exploration of its interior From peasants who came 
down to the coast, he had heard that in Bois Noir, in a forest 
on a mountain top, m the almost exact geographical centre of the 
island, there dwelt an old black woman who had ruled for more 
than thirty years In her compound, they said, was a drum 
“ taller than a man,” so that the drummers had to stand on a 
raised platform to boom out the signals for the convocations of her 
court She had prime ministers, they told him, a cabinet, and 
an army 

He hadn’t quite believed it, he said, but he had gone up, alone, 
unarmed, and friendly I gathered, to see what it was all about 
The old woman had proudly welcomed him and set the drum 
boommg In an hour or two, processions of negroes, men and 
women, blowing conch-shells, beating work-drums, waving flags, 
armed with machetes, began arrivmg, until there were several 
hundred in her compound She introduced him to an old man 
who was mimstre Vinterieur, others who were mimstre 1’ agricul- 
ture, mmistre la gueire, etc Wirkus remained there He spent 
almost the entire first day in conference with them They 
talked and talked and talked Also they sent for the old blind 
soothsayer 

What they really had, he discovered, was a sort of agricultural 
guild, primitive yet highly organized In planting-times and har- 
vest, m times for clearing new ground, they went about in little 
armies, fifty or a hundred to a group, and did the work com- 
mumstically They had been organized that way “ forever ” back 
in the mountains, one of the old men told him And the queen 
with her council and court preserved order among them, settled 
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disputes, dispensed justice It seemed to me as lie told it that he 
was describing a tort of pnmutve monarchical communism The 
prrent queen Ti Memmne had ruled for a generation Before 
her there had l<m a queen called 1 j Kane 1 irhazard who had 
reigned from time immemorial The more W irkus listened to this, 
he told me the more he hied it It sounded good to him he 
said Why host tt up? Let it ride awhile and see how K 
worked out * So he made a speech t* the aswmblv He told them 
he had !»een sent mcr with auihorit) from the mainland, and 
confirmed the queen Ti Memmne in power As for his part he 
would sjj) on the uland to supervise everything and help them. 
When Ti Memmne needed amice he told her let her send a 
mcssaigrr down to Ante 1-Oalets and he would ride up for con 
fcrence He didn t Lnnw hmv it was going to worl out hut he 
thought hed give it a tml 

\\el! a wtcI later thrv fiad sent for htm and when lie arrived 


they waved (bgs over !m liead— it seems the old soothsayer liad 
l*en meanwhile consulted— itrewed flowers and nalm branches in 
his path put a lug jcllmv sill handanna over hit shoulders, set 
him in a chair and earned him round and round in a arcle sing 
ing and knelt before him and btd machetes upon his shoulder 
M a lot of stuff hie that” he said and crowned him ling of 
La Ccmavc 

He liad teen a certain humorous element in it naturally — he 
grinned at lie told me the details — but they tool it he said 
damned scnouslv 

Just how seriously they tool it he liadn t realized until some 
vvctls bter when he had started building a stone wharf at Ante 
it was in January and he had estimated that with a dozen men 
working steadtl) nc ought to gel it finished b) May One morning 
he said, he was awakened by an ungodly noise and into Ansc 
poured the queen Ti Memmne s arm) down from the mountains, 
five hundred of them beating their drums blowing their conch- 
shells howling followed by their women donkeys bden with 
great panniers of food and Iron cooking pots. Hags were planted 
m the clearing before the house the olcl minutre la guerre shouted 
commands, and there they pitched camp There were even dogs 
aDd chief ens, he said ^and pigs Wirkus stood watching this 
from his front door, he told me thinking What the hell? 
He went back to the house he said and put on his belt with hit 
forty-five automatic. He said he ata put on his lieutenant s helmet. 
He had seen his six gendarmes out there standing off at a distance 
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gaping like sheep It was the first, last, and only time he had ever 
packed a gun, he said, m his whole four years at La Gonave. 
Wirkus talked well when once he got started He said he was so 
surprised at this eruption that the thought of his stone wharf 
never entered his head The mimstre la guerre, escorted by flags, 
came over to see him and explained In exactly four days, Wirkus 
told me, “ they had the stone wharf built, completed, finished ” 
They wouldn’t take pay from him, they wouldn’t take gifts, they 
wouldn’t even take food or permit help from his village They 
were high-handed And when they had finished they broke camp, 
came and marched three times round his house, waving their 
flags and singing a song about him, and went back to the moun- 
tain “ Hot damn,” said Wirkus, grinning He grinned in 
memory over it, and what a fool he’d been to put on his belt, and 
of how they’d got his stone wharf finished in four days 

He guessed that was about the whole story of how they’d made 
him a king, except — “ well, you know these Haitians, the ones 
back in the bush they’re superstitious, superstitious about 
everything,” and some of the old ones had the notion that he’d 
been “ sent ” Well, that was all right, he had been sent, said he — 
by orders of the U S marine corps 

We got talking about the peasants “ They’re a funny lot,” he 
said “You flunk they’re simple They’re easy enough to handle 
But you thunk you know everything that’s going on m their 
heads, and then you find out that you don’t know a damned thing 
about them ” 

We arrived at Queen Ti Meminne’s habitation earlier than she 
had expected us She was busily engaged m supervising the royal 
baking for the festivities that would be held m our honour that 
night She was a huge, squat negress, past fifty, solid bulk rather 
than fat, with a big, heavy head, and heavy but not gross features 
In physiognomy, except for her blackness and sex, she resembled 
a certain type of American demagogue politician She looked 
capable, but not lovable When we rode into the compound, she 
was seated on a low stool under a palm canopy, imperiously 
shouting orders in a hoarse, deep voice, and munching a stalk 
of sugar cane 

She was clothed in a checkered Mother Hubbard and a blue 
bandanna She wore bracelets and earrings She was barefooted 
She heaved herself up and waddled to greet us as we dismounted 
She was very respectful and friendly to Wirkus But there was no 
ceremony about it, either on his part or hers The ceremonies, 
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at! ci, formalities, and obasances, I gathered were confined entirely 
to the formal convocations and assemblies. She ihouted commands 
about the care of our horses, water and food for them and us. 
There must have been a doren people there to serve her servants 
and relatives, 1 judged ranging in age from naked brats to crones. 
She was a widow, and boss of her own household as well as a queen 
After seeing that we were comfortable and food spread before us, 
she returned to her stool under the canopy and returned direction of 
the baking 

There was something Alice in Wonderland about her bulk and 
her baking her scowling imperious face with gingerbread cookies 
and cauva cakes, more than a bushel of them already pled on a 
blanket before her and others coming on trays from the oven. 
There was something decidedly Alice itvWonoerbnd about the 
stalk of sugar cane die was cbtwing it was golden in the sunlight 
and you could half thut jour eyes and imagtnc that the queen 
was angnly munching her sceptre. 

Through an open door we could sec big flaps of dough bang 
cut up by three girls. On another table dough was bang Kneaded 
and on another white flour was spread 

Outside, under a smaller tunnelle the casava cakes were bang 
baked by an old man and two boys. A five foot circular sheet of 
heavy iron was nuved slightly from the ground with hot embers 
beneath it~a gigantic pancake gridiron. The gingerbread was 
bang earned on trays to an men cut out of a limestone hillside. 
The old woman who tended it, pushing the trays far in with a 
long pole, had built a shelter ot banana leaves as a protection 
against the sun 

Wirkus took roc to see the big drum which stood upnght 
beneath a tree. It was a monster as tom-toms go but nothing of 
that sort is ever quite as big as you expect it to be — not even a 
whale or the Wool worth Tower or the Olympic This drum a 
cylinder hollowed from a tree-trunk with a head of bull i hide 
was just a few inches taller than a roan I was disappointed I 
had thought it was going to be it least ten feet high It was 
beaten Wirkus told me, with the two fists, and the man had to 
stand on a platform when he beat it. This somewhat assuaged my 
disappointment After all it was a monster 

I hadn t felt drawn toward Queen Ti Meminne I didn t find 
her sympathetic. When Wirkus asked her to let me photograph 
ber while there was still plenty of sunlight, I became slightly 
annoyed with her She insisted on dressing fust, and I wanted her 
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the way she was She went into one o£ the houses, yelled for 
maidservants, and presendy emerged with a white muslin “ store ” 
dress, stockings, and black patent leather shoes She had taken 
off her bandanna and smeared her black cheeks with powder It 
took Wirkus five minutes, at my request, to persuade her 
to wind another turban round her head When we posed her m 
a chair, on a mat, with Wirkus m another chair by her side, she 
yelled to one of the girls to run into the house for the wooden baton 
wluch was her sceptre I was beginning to respect her, if I didn’t 
like her She was a person, and a strong-charactered person As I 
was about to press the camera shutter, she felt something still 
lacking to her dignity and emitted another hoarse yell, this tame 
for the drapeau A young girl came, bubbling with interest but 
a Iitde afraid of the camera, and knelt with the flag before her. 
Ti Meminne, who had had some previous experience of being 
photographed since the advent of Wirkus, considered the matter, 
and noticed that the girl and the flag would obscure the glory of 
her patent leather shoes With a well-directed kick in the bunda, 
she toppled the girl over and ordered her to kneel at the left Then 
she patted her on the head to show that she wasn’t angry, and 
finally I got the picture I decided that queens are what they are 
They are not like presidents They don’t have to put on cowboy 
hats and shake hands and smile sourly and say they owed it all to 
their mothers I mentally apologized to her for not liking her 
I didn’t say anything to Wirkus about it all I was wrong any- 
way If she had proved to be something like a black tribal queen 
in an African tom-tom movie, I suppose I should have been 
enchanted with the theatricality When, instead of diat, she had 
turned out to be a real and somewhat surly strongheaded person, 
it had annoyed me Wirkus and I went down the mountainside 
to sec if wc could shoot a few wild pigeons for her 

The events of the evening were sufnciendy dramatic I forgot all 
about Ti Mcrhinnc’s patent leather shoes and the powder on her 
cheeks when that monster drum began to boom Toward dusk, up 
from the narrow, winding footpaths came processions of negroes, 
headed by^ women bearing flags, singing “ Drapeau ! Drapeau! 
Drapeau ! " and men blowing conch-shells As some of the 
processions arrived and became quiet, wc could hear others approach- 
ing a half-mile distant down the mountain side The flag-bearers, 
always women and usually the handsomest wenches, were tall, up- 
standing, barefooted, their bodies covered only by thin, faded cotton 
shifts, which moulded to their high breasts and powerful buttocks as 
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the) moved the)' wore harbancall) brilliant red \ cl low and sap 
phire bandanna beadcloths, gold earrings, and necklaces of coral and 
glass beads. All the flags, as the different groups arrived were 
stud horizontal!) in the thatch roofing of the hig peristyle under 
which the convocation was to lake place The royal orchestra con 
listed of three drums, a wooden box on which a man rat a-tatted 
lustily with two sticks, and a rattle {cha-cha) made with pebbles 
in a canister 

king Wirkus and Queen Ti Mefntnne sat on a raised platform 
behind the drums On his head was a high crown ot yellow 
feathers with little pieces of mirror sewn in as they are fre- 
quently sewn on Hindu tapestries, glittering in the torcnlight like 
rhinestones or diamonds. Wirkus would never let me photograph 
him with this crown on his head He felt that if it were pub- 
lished it might make him seem ridiculous at home. As a matter 
of fact it was not ridiculous in that setting as he sat there blond 
square jawed sobcrlv competent It wasn t a joke he was lending 
himself to These natives took themselves and him seriously 

With some of the groups that armed were the president and 
min litres of various allied Congo societies, the Belle Etoile, Fleur 
dc Jeunesse Reservee La Tamillc, Saintc Tnnijc The presidents 
were old men chiefly There were also minor queens. Each 
society had one. Their names were shouted out as the) arrived, 
and some of them were nice names I remember a venerable old 
man called Augustin Tranquil and a woman who was La Rane 
Manfltc. As these special personages arrived they were escorted 
into the pcnstjle with thar groups, flaggirls holding the flags of 
their societies crossed over their heads. These flags were of various 
colours and materials the flag of the Socict£ Belle Etoilc waa of 
blue oik with white rosettes sewn on it and streamers of orange, 
the flag of another society was red with three inverted V i in black 

As a queen or president was marched into the peristyle, the 
drums would beat out the special rhythm of that society as they 
marched circling three times round, then stopped before the 
drums. If the personage was a man he stood to salute twinging 
off his hat and holding it straight out at arm s length before him 
if a woman she dropped to one knee, in a sort of kneeling curtsy 

When various of these had arrived and made obeisance Queen 
Ti Mem inn e sown master of ceremonies, armed with a long baton 
took charge, assembling before the drums the flag women and 
officials ofTi Mcminne** own court. This is what he shouted as 
they assembled 
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" Attention !” 

“LeRoil Le Roil Le Roil” 

(Helloil Helloil Helloil” was shouted by the crowd, with a 
short rat-a-tat salvo on the drums ) 

" Attention I” 

“ La Reinel La Reine 1 La Reine!” 

“ Helloil Helloi 1 Helloil” (Another drum salvo) 

" General La Place!” 

“ Adjudant La Place! 

“President en chef!” 

“ Mimstre la guerre!” 

“ Ministre l’ interieurl” 

" Ministre agriculture !” 

“ Helloil Helloi' Helloil” (Salvo ) 

“La Reine chanteuse!” 

“ La Reine Victoria l” 

“La Reine Dtapeaul” 

“ Confiance La Reine!” 

“ Helloil Helloi! Helloi'” (Final salvo ) 

A pale yellow silk bandanna scarf was handed to Queen Ti 
Meminne, who knotted it round King Wirkus’s shoulders Four 
big negroes mounted the throne, and lifting up the chair in which 
King Wirkus was seated, marched with him three times round 
the peristyle, as the Pope is earned m St Peter’s, and then round 
m circles through the crowd outside it, the people falling in behind, 
shouting, waving flags, blowing conch-shells And this ended the 
formal ceremony 

A danse Congo and feasting followed, which lasted through 
the night 

There is a point scarcely necessary to state, but which I promised 
Wirkus I would set down m so many plam words so that nobody 
could misunderstand Wirkus, though king of the island, is not 
married to the queen, he is not married to anybody 
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Q ueen Elizabeth changed her mind again 

Her messenger sped to PI) mouth with the command 
that her favourite Sir Francis Drake must not put to sea 


again to harry her old enemy Spain 

Wisely Sir Franas may have been suspicious- When the royal 
messenger arrived he was already heading for the Spanish main 
Had he been less speedy there might never have been a golden age 
for British merchant adventurers in the East Indies. 

Again he slipped into Cadiz and smashed up the ships that 
were to be used against England. He \oyaged on until he 
encountered a tall vessel, the St PhiUp , owned by' the King of 
Spain and bearing his name which he captured and brought home 
to Plymouth In modem currency her cargo was worth a million 
pounds but her papers were a more valuable prize for they 
disclosed to a nation still lagging behind the rest of Europe, the 
secrets of the East India trade. 

After that lucky discovery the formation of the East India 
company was inevitable. It became the most powerful trading 
concern that this world has ever seen, controlling until the Indian 
mutiny three hundred and fifty years later, a great oriental empire. 
Beginning as a private venture by a few enterprising merchants, 
its power grew and grew it appointed its own governors, owned 
ana directed an army cavalry artillery, a navy and a fleet of 
merchantmen that could challenge the warships of other countries. 

On their trading vessels the East India company unrtintingly 
lavished thar wealth, and so for beauty strength and equipment 
nothing afloat could rival the old East Indiamen. Thar com- 
manders, like the Vikings of old, were tremendous fellows. 
Resolute, fearless, they were at once soldiers and sailors, surveyors 
and explorers, traders and buccaneers. 

Though these pioneers never neglected an opportunity to do 
honest trading, often at one hundred per cent profit, for this was 
the reason of their existence, they were invariably ready to attack 
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and pillage ships of other countries returning laden with golden 
merchandise They liked trading, they loved fighting Their first 
admiral, a tough sea dog named Lancaster, made it a practice to 
haunt the narrow straits of Malacca, knowing that if he waited 
long enough he was certain of some rich prizes 

His flagship was the Red Dragon, and it was well named 
Once called Scout ge of the Seas, it had been used by a freebootmg 
peer, the Earl of Cumberland, for rovmg and preying on lone ships 
at sea 

Such a vessel was needed for the East Indies adventure — which 
aroused the greatest resentment abroad The Spanish and 
Portuguese claimed that they had had the monopoly of trading m 
Indian waters for the past hundred years Spam even complained 
to Elizabeth that Drake, by sailing round the world, had infringed 
her rights, since the Pope Alexander VI had divided all unknown 
parts between the Spamsh and the Portuguese Elizabeth pertly 
rephed that the English had the same rights as the Spanish smce 
sea and air were common to all But the entry of England into 
Indian waters meant bloody encounters between her ships and those 
of the Roman Catholic countries There was also serious trouble 
with Holland, but this Protestant country had one thing m common 
with England, a strong antagonism to Catholic ships, especially the 
Portuguese who were thriving in the Indian ocean 

Yet England was slow to enter upon this period brimful of 
adventurous travel and romantic pursuit of wealth It was the 
profiteering cupidity of her rivals which supplied the final incentive 
Whilst the Portuguese jealously guarded the secrets of their trade 
routes, they were quite ready to sell at a high price in the English 
markets the richest spoils of the East And the Dutch too In 
1598 the Dutch were so busy in southern Asiatic waters that they 
even sent to England for snips to supplement their own That 
made British merchants turn green with envy The high charges 
made for pepper, now 8s a pound, had completely upset 
British patience At last, at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, ships of the newly formed East India company burst into 
the sacrosanct Indian ocean Then began that long sea and land 
battle for the trade and later for the domination of the orient 
The fleet of four British ships first sent out by the East India 
company all returned laden with merchandise, also with spoils 
seized from rival traders Remembering the profiteering in pepper 
that had been proceeding before he left, Admiral Lancaster laid in 
a good cargo of this commodity, for it was in great demand at home 
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a* a preservative, Chef a million pounds weight of pepper told at 
Ss. or more a pound he calculated would bring into the company 
almost half a million pound*, enough to pay all expense* including 
the total cost of the imps. But it his luck had been in when he 
robbed the Portuguese trader* in the Hay of Bengal it was out when 
he reached London For one of U* periodical plague* had stricken 
the cit) and driven all the bu)mawav Still worse luck the Dutch 
had returned first and unloaded so much pepper that the market 
price had dumped to 1 *. -d per pound Instead of receding their 
dividends in gold the shareholder* had to take tlicm in^-peppcrl 
Yet condition* improved price* fmc again and profits on the first 
two voyage* came to nearly one hundred per cent 1 

It should be undentood that the term ha»t Indie* included not 
onl) India but all the countries on the ca*t side of the Hay of Bengal 
the Strait* of Malacca the Spice Island*, Siam Java and even China 
and Japan Armed with a valuable monopoly to trade in these 
area*, the East India company performed tome remarkable exploits, 
^et the) were feebly supported b) the vacillating and unpopular 
govern menu of James I and Charles I Cromwell annulled their 
charter but it was renewed three years later The compan) 
having suffered severe losses, issued new stock, and their fortunes 
Improved 

Though there was formal peace at home between Portugal and 
England there was always bitter war in the East for the company * 
ships were bang continually molested So the East Indiamen were 
sent to the Persian Gulf where the) helped the Persian king to 
eject the Portuguese from the island of Hormuz where they had 
been for a centur) Yet no remonstrance was made officially by 
Portugal 

JJy now the Dutch had become more fomwdabJe enemies than 
the Portuguese and a feroaous war was waging uncontrolled by 
any laws and without quarter being given A treaty for twenty 
year*, made just in time to prevent a blood) encounter between 
eleven of our best ihips and seventeen of the Dutch lasted for as 
many months, ending in an atrocious outrage, the torture and then 
the general massacre of all the English at Amboyna 

Never before in the world s history had there been so much 
Woodshed over commerce alone! As the Dutch were so pre 
ponderant in the Spice Islands, the East Indiamen now began to 
concentrate on the western tide of India where Bombay which 
means good harbour was acquired from the Portuguese ax a dowry 
to Catherine wife of Charles I L 
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And here the Great Mogul of India comes into the picture He 
was a descendant of the Emperor Baber, who invaded India from 
central Asia in the sixteenth century, and thus recorded his notable 
achievement “ When I subdued the empire of Hindustan all 
that were in camp with me were numbered and they amounted to 
twelve thousand men I placed my foot in the stirrup of resolution, 
and my hands on the reins of confidence m God, and I marched 
against the possessions of the throne of Delhi and the dominion of 
Hmdustan, whose army was said to amount to one hundred thou- 
sand foot, with more than one thousand elephants The most high 
God did not suffer the hardships that I had undergone to be thrown 
away, but defeated my formidable enemy and made me conqueror 
of this noble country ” 

It can be seen from this that before the coming of the British, 
the idea that India could be conquered by a small force was not 
new Yet territorial acquisition either by purchase or conquest, was 
not in the original plan of the adventurers of the East India com- 
pany Throughout the seventeenth century they strove to confine 
themselves strictly to commerce On the other hand the Dutch 
concentrated first on territorial acquisition The British found that 
the Dutch policy was successful for they, from their fortified settle- 
ments, could carry on fair trade with the mogul’s underlings whilst 
the British, dealmg from the ships, had constantly the worst of the 
bargaining 

Consequently a notable “ adventurer,” Sir Thomas Roe, was 
sent by the company as special ambassador to the court of the great 
mogul to effect a permanent treaty and to acquire pieces of territory 
as bases for trade His experiences make entertaining reading His 
recepuon at the mogul’s court was at first most unflattering 
Traders, assuming the role of British ambassadors, who had pre- 
viously approached the great mogul on behalf of the East India 
company, were too sensible of the might and dignity of this oriental 
potentate, and too obsequious to him They had been received with 
scorn, laughed at, and kicked from the imperial presence This 
treatment was the outcome of the intrigues of the Portuguese 
What had surprised the great mogul was that the English were 
content to depart without demanding satisfaction for their humiliat- 
ing treatment 

' When Roe arrived, making high claims to respect, the officials 
turned to one another and again laughed at the English intruder 
The Governor of Surat, regardless of warnings, felt himself safe in 
flouting the newcomer and appropriating his goods He threw 
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many obstacles in the wav of Roc i approach lo the great mogul 
But the Engluhrrun coofly stood hi* ground and refuted to be 
humiliated Matching hi* dear brain ond suave tongue against 
cnental cunning he achieved an ascendancy over the governor who 
sought hi* fnendthip and gave him safe conduct to the emperor 

Known a* the World Encircle*, the great mogul exercised 
absolute dominion over his people All his subjects were slates. 
But he too was a stave a slave oi one woman hi* favourite among 
one thousand wives. 

When Roc was at the palace one of these thousand wises was 
discovered embracing a eunuch She was half buried and left alone 
for three days, her bare head and shoulders exposed to the fierce 
tropical sun 

Roc was a witness of another act of despotic crucltv h) the 
World Encirclcr Since no man could drink wine without per 
mit non of the emperor it was the custom of the court to record in 
a book the names of those who drank One da) the great mogul 
ordered hit courtier* to take wine but himself drank so generously 
that he forgot the order When he asked who had told them to 
drink there was none present brave enough to name his host. 
Enraged at the breaking of hi* rule, he fined some heavil) and 
ordered those who were nearest to him to be given one hundred and 
thirty stripes with a whip having four great spurs at the end With 
every blow this terrible instrument made four wound* in the flesh. 
Afterward* the attendants were ordered to kick the wounded 


courtiers at they lay bleeding Roc observed that one of the victims 
of the great mogul s forgotten hospitalit) was taken out dead 

The British ambassador was undaunted by the emperor s 
ferocity A resolute character he wai prepared to yield only in 
small matters, and was as grim as steel, regardless of cost in the 
major affairs of hi* company When the presents that he wa* to 
give to the mogul arrived the emperor opened them before Roe put 
m an appearance, and appropriated not onlj his own but those 
meant for his son as well as tome of the ambassador s own private 
possessions. Roc stoutly protested to the mogul, who told his visitor 
not to be annoyed at his impatience. Roc subsided concluding that 
this robbery was a good omen. 

The wealth of the great mogul was fabulous He bought all 


me mogui was wearing a nvord and buckler encrusted with great 
diamonds and rubies. To one side of his head bung an uncut ruby 
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as big as a walnut, on the other a diamond o£ similar size, and m 
the centre an emerald to match His body was smothered m great 
chains of pearls, rubies and diamonds About his neck were three 
double strings of pearls, “ the largest I ever saw,” said Roe There 
were amulets set with diamonds above his elbows, three rows of 
various stones on his wrists, and a jewelled ring on almost every 
finger His ankles were encased m buskings set with pearls As 
against all this pomp and glitter of the greedy mogul, the peasantry 
were living in such poverty that the only houses they could afford 
were mud huts 

After Roe had been commanded to take wine, the emperor 
presented him with the large golden bowl from which he drank 
During his stay Roe also secured special privileges for his company 
which set up a factory at Surat 

Another English visitor to the court, Hawkins, was well enter- 
tained at first The great mogul, knowing that he was himself a 
golden cuckoo in the Indian nest, liked to surround himself with 
stronger personalities than his Indian subjects, and he offered 
Hawkins a salary worth thirty thousand pounds a year to remain 
as a permanent official But Portuguese intrigues soon made the 
post untenable, and Hawkms departed 

As we had no soldiers in India at that tame, the only threat that 
Roe could bring forward to support his diplomacy was the sea 
power of his company But this influenced the mogul, who had 
never troubled to build himself a navy, though he wore on his body 
enough valuables to pay for it Hitherto the moguls had not looked 
for danger to the high seas They had come into their dominion 
through the Khyber Pass in the north, and so long as the pass was 
guarded they considered themselves unconquerable 

It was the French king, Louis XIV, who first contemplated 
the conquest of the great mogul’s dominions He listened to the 
advice of Liebmtz not to attack Holland, but Egypt as the stepping 
stone to a great Asiatic empire For the orientals were weak and 
India was the weakest part of the golden east A French physician 
named Bernier, wrmng about that time, maintained that twenty 
thousand men could conquer all India, and stressed the weakness of 
Bengal and the riches of the whole country Then, nearly a 
hundred years later, in 1746, Colonel James Mill after twenty years’ 
service in India, suggested to the Austrian emperor a feasmlc and 
profitable scheme of conquest He showed that the whole empire 
of the great mogul had always been in a state so feeble and 
defenceless that it was almost a miracle that no prince of Europe 
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with manltmc power had as yet thought of making one stroke 
which would pul Mm in posvrsuon of infinite wealth He showed 
that the province of Bengal still holding out againit ihc great 
mogul was indefensible from the cant 

rht time had armed for the dfbut of Clive 

For year* the French and the English had fought each other in 
India The English lou Madras to the French out recovered it. 
They established trading factories in Bengal and the nawab was 
jealous of their pretence When they began to defend their 
lactone* againit the I rcnch they were sternly ordered to demt 
Their explanation was taken at an intuit tantamount to saving that 
the nawab s protection was light ly regarded by foreigner* Oreatly 
indignant the nawab marched on Calcutta Some English fleu 
the reit turrendcred on the promt ic of honourable treatment But 
the fiery ruwab thnm tlicm into the Black Hole of Calcutta from 
which after a night s hideout tuffenng only twenty three out of 
one hundred and fort) -tut amc out alive The Engtiih president 
m Madras decreed vengeance 

Admiral Watson* licet was despatched to Bengal with troop* 
under the command of a young British colonel named Robert Clive, 
who had already displayed amazing military prowess He quickly 
expelled the Indian garrisons from Calnuta and Hooghly where 
upon the nawab commanding a very large force marched 
towards him After an indecisive engagement the nawab became 
frightened and caited a truce during which he restored to the 
English their former possessions in Bengal But the Indian ruler 
was secretly inviting the French to come from Hyderabad and join 
him against the British 

When it came to duplicity Ckvc decided that two could play 
that game. He listened to overtures from disa/Tected chiefs nt the 
nawab * court and made a compact to dethrone the ruler of Bengal 
in favour of Mcer Jafir the nawab t commander in<hief Marching 
north he found the nawab with seventy thousand troops and forty 
cannon entrenched at Plaisy In the engagement that followed 
the cannon were skilfully handled by Trench men attached to the 
nawab s forces, and this battery alone held its ground when the 
nawab and his troops began to fall back. After the French had 
been dislodged the nawab s whole army was routed and tlie ruler 
himself fied 

Meer Jafir who had been hovenng on the outskirts of the 
fighting came in next morning and w-as greeted by Clive as the 
nawab He humed off to MftnhldabM, the capital which he 
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occupied The Great Mogul, though the titular emperor, had not 
interfered m the fighting, and so the British were now m possession 
of all Bengal (a province of eighty-two thousand square miles and a 
population today of fifty millions) From here, said the experts, a 
virile European force had the rest of India at its mercy 

Of that intrepid company of English adventurers in India, Clive 
was unquestionably the most outstanding, though he would have it 
known that his friend Lawrence was of at least equal merit When 
Clive was offered a sword of honour as a reward for his services in 
India, he declined to accept it unless another was given to 
Lawrence without whom, he said, the British achievements would 
have been impossible But Clive, like Kitchener in the Soudan, was 
lucky in his home government For, standing behind the East 
India company, was the great Pitt, the ablest war minister that this 
country has ever possessed 

Chve’s previous exploits showed him to be a worthy leader of 
a free and fierce race determined not to be ousted from their 
eastern settlements by any European rival, nor by the natives 
When but a captain, his prestige was so great that one ruler agreed 
to join the English in an expedition on condition that Clive should 
be given supreme command 

Napoleon said of the future Duke of Wellington, that he seemed 
to be a man Browning said that in all the world’s eyes Clive was 
a man He was indeed one of the master spirits of the British race, 
the greatest adventurer of the east Indies A parson’s son, he was 
the despair of his teachers for he neglected his books for perilous 
adventures He was a born leader, first of boys then of men 
Drudgery work as a clerk m Madras under an Indian sun played 
havoc with his youthful temperament He was always m trouble 
Once he fought a duel, twice he tried to shoot himself and each 
time the pistol refused to go off A friend came in just then, and 
Clive remarked “ I suppose I am reserved for something great!” 
Yet his fits of depression did not vanish All his life he was 
frequendy in pain from an internal disorder 

The great Frenchman who was to be Clive’s rival in India was 
Dupleix, commander of the French settlements before Clive left 
England When Dupleix sent his forces to occupv Madras, Clive, 
just twenty-one, was among the Englishmen to be taken prisoners 
He escaped disguised as a native to Fort David, where as a 
volunteer, he attracted attention in helping to repel French attacks 

The man whose eye he caught was the Major Lawrence who 
became his friend, and who was awarded the second sword of 
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Honour Clive, given a military commission distinguished him 
self at Fort David at one of a storming part) when he displayed a 
rashness amounting to foil) 

The war with the French entered upon m deadly earnest now 
produced an event which was undoubted!) the turning point of 
the British fortunes in India Until the defence of Arcot it looked 
as though the East India adventurers would succumb to the Trench 
and be ejected from the comment 

The French in Tnchmopoli had caught the British and their 
allies in a trap. It occurred to Clive that the best way to raise the 
siege wa* to seize Arcot which plan established his reputation ai 
a soldier Given his first important command he was sent against 
Arcot which he captured His subsequent defence of that city 
ranks with that of Lucknow m later days, lie treated the popula 
tion with great consideration and made such an impression on the 
native soldiers that when the stock of provisions had fallen very 
low, the Sepoys voluntarily offered to give their nee to the 
Europeans, and to be content with the water in which it was boiled 
Pitts comment on Arcot w^s that Clive was a heavensent 
general 

The natives had hitherto shown little respect for the English 
considering that the French were the better soldiers. With the 
defence of Arcot in 1751 Indian opinion changed Duplcuc was 
swift to recognize the improvement in British prestige and he con 
cent rated upon smashing Clive. He had already shown the 
English how to raise a disciplined force of native troops, and he now 
began to intrigue with the various princes always warring with 
each other Had Du plea been allowed a free hand and been as 
ably supported by Louis as Clive was by the unfettered energy of a 
man like Pitt the imperial diadem of India u*ou!d now be worn by 
France For Duplcuc who had discovered the illusion of the 
mogul s greatness, held the trump cards. But the master mind of 
Clive in the end triumphed over the master mind of Duplcix 
Recalled home in disgrace Duplcuc was left to die in poverty and 
neglect 

Unlike Clive, Duplcuc had never served in the field, but his 
clever tactics often put the Englishman in a tight corner During 
one night attack the French, led by a few British deserters, had 
gamed access to the British position Clive was sleeping in a rest 
house which was fired into A box at his feet was shattered and a 
servant deeping near him was killed Clive sprang into the fighting 
and was wounded. Weak from loss of blood ana fatigue, he stood 
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with his back to the wall leaning on the shoulders of his two 
sergeants The officer leading the English deserters abused Clive, 
declaring he would shoot him His ball, fired at close range, missed 
Chve and went through the two sergeants, who fell mortally 
wounded 

The scandalous stories which were circulated about Clive’s 
moral character were untrue At the conclusion of the successful 
operations against Dupleix, Chve manned the sister of his friend 
Maskelyne, with whom he had escaped from Madras It was a 
happy marnage They returned to England where the court of 
directors paid him their tributes of admiration It was then that 
he was presented with the sword of honour and first toasted as 
“ General Chve ” Yet it was only two years since this picturesque 
adventurer was rather grudgingly given a captain’s commission on 
the ground that he might be of more service to the military than to 
the clerical side of the East India company 

His first task on returning to India was to destroy the stronghold 
of some Malay pirates It was then, as governor of Fort David, 
with the reversion of the governorship of Madras, that he was 
suddenly ordered to proceed agamst the notorious nawab who had 
descended on Calcutta That campaign resulted in the battle of 
Plassy and the capture of Bengal 

Luck had favoured Clive, for the nawab, who was on the way 
to recapture Calcutta might well have done so, he had actually 
reached the outskirts when Chve arrived In a thick fog which 
descended with impenetrable stealth on southern Bengal, Clive 
found himself right inside the enemy’s hues, with dark skinned 
native cavalry on either side of him Apparently unconcerned, he 
marched boldly through and succeeded in reaching the other side 
of the enemy without interference The nawab hearing that Chve 
had marched through his ranks, became paralysed with fear at the 
Englishman’s daring and will to win 

The battle of Plassy followed a memorable council at which it 
was decided to wait awhile before engaging the enemy For Chve 
had with him only four thousand troops including one thousand 
Europeans, agamst an army ten times their number Moreover he 
had just marched through a swamp in torrential rams, and his men 
were exhausted The decision to await a more favourable oppor- 
tunity was eminently reasonable, yet Chve, meditating alone in a 
mango grove, felt inspired to overrule his officers and to order an 
immediate attack He felt that he dared not wait longer, for the 
tricky Meer Jafir, with whom he was negotiating, was an unreliable 
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ally and the monsoon was threatening When he saw that the 
battle had started the nawab turned to his disloyal chieftain and 
throwing his head c o v ering on the ground in front of him 
exclaimed \ou arc in dutv bound to defend that turban! The 
duty that this disloyal chieftain ultimately rendered was to send 
the nawab s head to the ground beside the turban. Had Clive 
delayed the attach the sten of India might have been very dilTcrenL 

The two conditions of success in India were the establishment 
of strong positions on land and of nasal supremacy at sea and as 
against the French these conditions had been secured But the new 
Nawab of Bengal now began to intrigue with the Dutch who 
had their principal settlement between his capital and Calcutta 
Clive, watchful of what was proceeding prepared to spring 
Rather foolish!) he had entrusted the despatch to Europe of his own 
private fonune to the Dutch East India Company and he knew 
that he was likely to lose this if he engaged m hostilities, particularly 
so since England and Holland were not at war 

He formed a combination of naval and military forces which 
surmised and captured the Dutch squadron compelling the 
Hollanders to sue for peace. In this engagement he took no part 
other than making plans and giving the order to attack. But he 
chose a good man in Major Forae who when he asked for 
instructions, received a note Dear Fordc — Fight them 
immediatel) — Clive The governor had interrupted a game of 

cards to wnte this. 

When Clive returned to England in 1760 the Nawab of Bengal 
was now more friendly than he had ever been He said that I 
fed as if the soul were departing from my body He had reason 
to be grateful to this ex-clerk for from him he had obtained a 
throne. 


The court of directors of the East India company and all England 
gave Clive an enthusiastic reception on his return home. The 
king received him in audience and he was welcomed by the 

r irnment. Medals were struck in his honour be became M P 
Shrewsbury was granted an Irish peerage and was known as 
Lord Clive of Plassy 

But India needed him back. Rapacity luxury insubordination 
were rampant in the domain of the East India company on the civil 
and military side as welL Even the Sepoys could only be kept in 
order by wholesale executions. It is recorded that Clive s second 


command was no less important for reform than his first had been 
for conquest. Clive s administration in Bengal was surpassed by 
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none for thoroughness of action, excellence of design and strength 
of will of the administrator Yet before agreeing to return, Clive 
had to insist on the removal from office of a man named Sulivan 
who presided as chairman of the company This man had been 
effusively friendly to Clive on his return from India but, jealous of 
all the honours showered upon him, had taken every opportunity 
to oppose him Before leaving India finally, Clive contrived to 
secure from the great mogul the control of all the revenues of 
Bengal 

In Hindustan and upper India Clive repeated what he had 
achieved m Bengal The deed whereby he secured for his company 
the three states Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was signed in Benares on 
an Enghsh dining table covered with embroidered cloth These 
three important territories were surrendered, said one indignant 
Moslem, “ in less time than would have been taken in selling a 


donkey ” 

But Clive had a way with him He was impetuous to achieve 
It was this high-handed way of his that brought trouble from 
disgruntled, jealous Europeans, sore because he arbitrarily stopped 
their predatory customs 

After Plassey, Clive was taken through the Bengal treasury and 
mvited to name a sum of money He took for himself £ 160,000 
and £500,000 for his army and navy, plus £24,000 for each member 
of his committee The nawab gave Clive an annual income of 
£27,000 a year and bequeathed him a legacy of £70,000, which 
Clive gave to widows and orphans He took to England as 
personal estate £300,000 


Back home for good, Clive found that his many enemies were 
demanding a parliamentary inquiry into his conduct of affairs in 
India Chafing at their unfair attacks, he made a speech m the 
House of Commons eloquently vindicating his administration 
Chatham said that he had never heard a finer speech During the 
parliamentary inquiry Clive was so rigorously examined that he 
burst forth with the historic exclamation “ By God, Mr Chair- 
man, at this moment I stand astonished at my own moderation ” 
A proposal that the House should state that Chve had abused his 


powers was refused, but a motion affirming that he had rendered 
great and meritorious services to the State was passed without a 
division 


Yet the strain of the inquiry and the pain of his illness had 
left their mark on his mind Within a year he had carried out his 
original intention of over a quarter of a century ago At the age of 
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fifty he committed suicide. So piled the greatest adventurer of 
the East Indp company 

Another adventurer, Warren Hastings was less fortunate in his 
friends at home than Chve. Impeached before the Bar of the House 
of Lords for high crimes and misdemeanours during his rule m 
India he had to linen while the great orator Burke made an orauon 
against him which lasted for nine dajs In that generation it was 
thought that it must take so long to say a few things which today 
a junior counsel could adequately express in an hour Vet Hastings 
was acquitted b) the lords on ever) count He expected to be given 
parliamentary redress, but this was refused and he too refused the 
offer of a peerage. But when he appeared in the House of 
Commons to give evidence in connection with the renewal of the 
company s charter he was greeted with applause. When he with 
drew all the Commons rose and stood silent and bareheaded 
until he had cone. 

Lord Wellesley came later and established beyond the possibility 
of future opposition the British position throughout India in what 
were now the ruins of the mogul empire. That empire had 
totally collapsed m the middle of the eighteenth century It was 
tom to fragments b) usurpers within and foreign invaders without, 
largely because of its over-centralized government. The Indian 
people had become a multitude without a master ready to obey any 
stable government home or foreign that Imposed itself upon them 
Wellesley expelled the rebel Marat has from Delhi and took charge 
of the great mogul — now “ a blinded, whimpering old pantaloon 
— and his family for he feared that a mission from Bonaparte wTiuId 
attempt to rescue the emperor from his enemies. This last member 
of a bnef dynasty of great moguls was given a British state pension 
with royal rank ana an ample income until in 1857 the Sepoy 
mutiny swept away the final relies of the mogul rulers 

During the three and a half ccn tunes of its existence the East 
India company had undergone many vicissitudes and changes. It 
had been granted new charters and had been made to pay the 
government handsomely for the privileges, When the government 
were short of a few millions they contrived to get them from the 
wealthy chartered company trading with the golden east. When 
the nation was at war and in neetf of sailors they impressed them 
from the East Indiamcn Interlopers were allowea to get into India 
and share the trade, and many of them made great fortunes. 
Though Judge Jeffreys decided against them the House of 
Commons later voted that all subjects of Britain had a right to trade 
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in the East unless prohibited from doing so by Act of Pari 
This led to the amalgamation of rival companies in the x 
Queen Anne when the new east India company It 
government .£3,200,000 

So long as it was mainly a trading concern, the compai 
allowed to manage their own affairs But Clive’s brilliant 
at Plassy determined the government to have control o 
company’s vast territories Under an act passed in 1773, tl 
of Governor of Bengal was raised to that of Governor-Genei 
though the appointment was still made by the East India co 
it was to be hereafter only with the approval of the crown 

Later the company ceased to be a trading concern and c 
itself entirely to adnumstration, its shareholders being assi 
an annual dividend of ten per cent chargeable on the Gove 
of India 

Then, following the mutiny, all the administrative funci 
this astounding concern were taken over by the govei 
There being no further dynastic opposition or rivalry to 
control, Disraeli seized the opportune moment to ask 
Victoria to assume the title of Empress of India A 
assemblage of all the chiefs and notables at Delhi, once the 
the great mogul, gave loyal recognition to the supremacy 
British sovereign over the whole country 

Thus an adventure begun by one British queen who c 
her mind, raised the tide of another great British monarc 
queen to empress 



THE 

FIRST MEN TO FLY THE ATLANTIC 

F A. BEAUMONT 

AT 9 ^ 5 a.m (nmJih SummcT Timc)on Sundav June 15 *9*9* a 
AA biplane roomed o'er ibe Irish coast It had left the 
•* * Newfoundland cant at 5 jB p m tbe previous day For the 
first time in the history of aviaiicm the Atlantic had been crossed 
in direct, non stop flight 

The pilot Captain John Alcock and the navigator I-icutenant 
Arthur Whitten llumn we l»th British Thq, flew a Untith 
aeroplane filled with a British enpne. 

Through fop and sleet, with the machine now 11.000 fret up 
lost m the cloud banks, now only ten feet alxwc the raping ocean 
mm flying bhndlv through dizzy spirals or cum upside down, 
they crossed over i,8N> miles of a grey watte of waters in fifteen 
hours fifty seven minutes, at an average speed of one hundred and 
sixteen miles per hour 

E\en when thev read about it in the newspapers, millions of 
people refused to believe that such a miracle of flight lad been 
accomplished. For it was only ten tears after Taman had flown 
what seemed a terrific distance in the air— forty seven miles — and 
Rougicr had reached the impossible ** height of two hundred and 
twenty five feet 

Moreover the aerial conauest of the Atlantic took place under 
the gloomiest auspices Only a month before, a similar attempt 
had tailed disastrous!) Some account of this, and of the problems 
of flying the Atlantic in those days, is essential to a full appreciation 
of the magnificent achievement of Alcock and Brown 

In 1913, the Daily Mail offered a pnze of £10,000 for the first 
pilot to fly the Atlantic in less than seventv-two hours in a heavier 
than air machine. People said at the time that /t 000,000 might just 
** well have been offered so little likelihood did there seem of the 
pnze ever being won And it was not until six years later after 
war experience had given a tremendous fillip to aeroplane design 
and construction that the possibility of such a feat was seriously 
entertained. 

Very little was known in these days of weather condition* in 
*79 
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wings which usually happens in wet fog between temperatures of 
twenty •eight to ihitiy four clcgrcci hahrcnhcit. The second u the 
wrong up and dawn curicnu which occur in the vicinity of 
electric worms. On a machine that it heavily loaded these currents 
can impose terrific strains and may cjusc uidden disaster by 
rapidly altering the lcudt on the wriKturc of the aeroplane. It 
was the dTea of such an electric worm which destroyed the 
American airdup l{roa 

FuulU sudden dunget of baromcuic pressure can be of deadly 
pent The aviator s height indicator 11 really nothing but a baro- 
meter which shows change in the pressure of ihe atmosphere when 
the aeroplane climbs or descends except that dm indicator shows 
hagbt in feet instead of pressure in inches. Half an mch on the 
barometer u equivalent to about a thousand feel on the airman s 
height scale and conditions have been known when an aeroplane 
surting out from Europe at two thousand feet has down into the 
sea midway across the Atlantic while sull recording two thousand 
feet on the pilot s height indicator board. 

Nevertheless in spue of the lade of scientific data and experience 
w the pioneer days of long-distance Hying men were not found 
wanting who were resolute and plucky enough to brave all the 
unknown terrors dtat nature could pit against them. Of such 
temper were Mr H. G Hawker and Commander Grieve the 
1 U- fated precursors of Alcock and Drown m the attempt to be 
first across the Atlantic. 

Hawker, an Australian, was originally a motor mechanic. He 
came to England and was employed by Mr TOM Sopwuh 
one of the pioneers of Hying Hawker expressed a strong 
dc«rc to flv and went up for the first lime in 1912. He quickly 
developed into an expen airman. He was killed in 1921 owing 
to his aeroplane catching fire. 

On Mardi 28 1919 Mr H G Hawker and Commander G neve, 
his navigator arrived in Newfoundland with a Sopwith machine 
they ha a christened the Atlantic This was a biplane with a three 
hundred and fifty horse power Rolls-Royce engine. When fully 
loaded the machine weighed nearly three tons, which included 
three hundred and fifty gallons of petrol, enough for twenty two 
hours Hying 

The day before they left England, the airmen had earned out 
a test flight of one thousand eight hundred miles to prove that the 
aeroplane could fly the distance. They had decided to start from 
St. Johns, Newfoundland, on April 16, when there would be a full 
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refused to >urt until the machine was darting almost into the 
water At that dread moment both men thought the end had 
come. 

Once the cloud c broke Grieve glimpsed the Pole Star, and 
found that the machine had been driven by the gale one hundred 
and fifty miles from her course I 

After rune hours from leaving St John*, half the petrol had 
gone w fighting the notih wind and the aeroplane wa* not jet 
half way over The radiator was will overheating the water was 
swiftly boiling away ami when it had gone 

The gallant attempt had failed, and Hawker and Grieve faced 
almost certain death They decided that their only hope now war 
to fi) backward* and forward* acrois dicir course for a* long as 
the machine wou’d hold out on die remote chance of lighting a 
vessel of some kind. 

The airmen strained their eyes in vain to pierce the thickening 
mist, a* the machine pitched and rolled amid the furv of the gale. 
Now and then ihcy glimpsed the deiolatc sea* beneath them 
wracked by the tempest mio a spume of billow* in which it seemed 
lhar struggles could last only a few moment* 

Suddenly, they observed a small ship on their left So bad was 
the visibility that they were almost over it l*fore they saw K 
Gneve Immediately fired three Vcrcy lights as a distress signal. 
When the airmen saw that the ship had seen diem Hawker glided 
down and landed on the water 

The aeroplane landed only two hundred yards from the ship, 
but it was an hour and a half before Hawker and Gneve could 
be rescued, *o formidable were the heavy seat. Indeed had it not 
been for the fuselage “boat, the airmen wviuld have certainly 
penshed long before aid could have reached them 

The ship, a small steamer the Mary was bound from New 
Mexico to Penh. She had no wireless on board and was crossing 
the Adanuc steamship route, so that she did not meet any ship 
with wuelcss with which she could communicate. 

She had armed literally in the nick of tunc for Hawker when 
he landed on the water, Uncovered that be had not a single drop 
of water in the radiator ! He had flown put over one thousand 
euIcj over the Atlantic. 

r t ^ U Umc ^ wor ^ ^ given up the airmen foe lost. The 
following telegram was actually lent by King George V to Mrs. 
^^ker condoling her on the death of her husband 

The King, fearing the worst must now be realized regarding 
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circumstances, and after encountering great difficulties, such as 
blowing up rocks, removing walls, levelling small hills, and taking 
down fences, etc., obtained a clear run of four hundred yards. 

The defects which appeared during the first trial flight having 
received attention, a second trial flight was made on Thursday 
June 12* when the aeroplane was then found to be quite in order 

“ On Friday June 13, the tanks were filled up with petrol 
lubricating oil, and water My intention was to make an early 
start on the morning of Saturday June 14 but this was impos- 
sible owing to a strong cross wind. The engines were tested for 
the last time, and ran to perfection. The petrol tanks were then 
finally replenished for the start. 

“Later on during the day, weather conditions became more 
favourable. Brown and 1 then had our final meal before starting 
seated under the wings of the aeroplane. 

To the casual observer Akock and Brown must have seemed 
a curious pair to have been selected for one of the most hazardous 
adventures in the history of man s conquest of time and space. 
Akock with his cheerful ruddy face, tousled hair and ready quip 
delivered in the broadest of accents, appeared a typical Lan- 
cashire lad Brown quiet, aloof taciturn with the reserve of the 
scholar, seemed more fitted for the study or the laboratory than 
tms nightmare journey through the unknown 

But the Vickers company had chosen its champions wisely 
Each was well endowed for the superhuman trial that by before 
them. 

Born In Manchester in 1892, Akock had obtained the Royal Aero 
Club s flying certificate at Brook lands before he was twenty years 
old. In 1914, flying a Maunce Farman biplane fitted with a 
hundred horse power Sunbeam engine, be was third in an air 
race from London to Manchester ana back. 

On the outbreak of war be joined the R.N.A.S and for a 
tune instr ucted cadets at Eastchurcn. Then he went to the Turkish 
front, where, after gaining the record for long-distance bombing 
raids, he was eventually captured. 

Brown born in Glasgow in 1886, was fascinated even as a 
boy by the problems of aerial navigation. He joined the RFC. 

1915, was wounded, taken prisoner and transferred to Switzer 
land. After his repatriation in December 1917 he went to the 
Ministry of Mu n itio n s, where he was employed on the construction 
of aero engines. 

Alcock was the first to pay tribute after the flight to the 
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onlooker* a* if the immune, heavily-burdened machine would be 
unable to take the air 

Two hundred yards, and the biplane was still dashing and 
bumping forward like some earth-bound monster Three hundred 
yards— would she never me? Then suddenly the machine seemed 
to jump into the air zoomed just in time, over the first confronting 
fence. 

A hoarse roar of cheering went up from the tense crowd, to 
change, a few seconds bier into wild cries of fear and horror 
“She* crashing! And indeed, such was the contour of the 
countryside as to suggest to those on the ground that the machine 
wa* dashing into a bide wood Instead she cleared easily climbed 
to one thousand feet and flew at a hundred mile* per hour over 
the town and the ice floe* beating against the shore 

Brown then gave Alcoch his direction — a south-east course of 
one hundred and twenty four degrees magnetic At the start 
visibility wa* fairly good but ahead by the Ncwfoundbnd fog 
bank and soon they were flying between a bank of cloud* and the 
fog We dul not see other the sea or the sky for a period of sev en 
hours, with the cxccpuon of an occasional glimpse of both in 
small patches, said Alcock afterward*. 

The airmen had been flying only twenty minutes when they 
made a terrifying discovery The armature arm connected to 
the propeller of die wireless set had been shored completely off 
This damage made it impossible for the flier* to send out wire 
les* messages. Electricity for thi* purpose wa* generated by thi* 
small propeller operated by the pressure of the air when the 
m ac h ine was in flight. If the machine was in danger of being 
forced down, therefore, Alcock and Brown could not make an 
SOS call to shipping in the vicinity Thar only safety now 
was in success. 

As darkness began to fall, even worse weather conditions were 
encountered the clouds and fog became denser and denser, and 
eventually the airmen found themselves driving through icy sleet. 
They were now flying at a height of four thousand feet, and could 
see neither sea nor sky as they were between two byers of clouds, 
one at two thousand, the other at six thousand feet. 

For half an hour, a clear patch of sky was seen, enabling Brown 
to check hi* position from the Polar Star Vega and the moon. 
But this was followed by a fog so thick and dark that the flier# 
could see neither moon nor stars. 

Then suddenly, amid the all pervading bbekness, the machine 
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water for about forty minutes We still Had doubts about our 
position though we knew we were there or thereabouts 

Then we saw the islands of Ecshal and Turbot and knew 
we were all right though we could not sec the mainland owing 
to ram and low clouds The mainland was not visible until we 
were practically over it and then only the hills 

In another ten minutes the masts of Clifdcn wireless station 
suddenly appeared. We circled round this firing Vcrcy signals to 
which no reply was received. While filing round looking for a 
suitable boding place we passed over Clifdcn town where more 
Vcrcy sjgruls were fired, again without reply Observing no 
suitable bnding ground in that neighbourhood we returned to the 
wireless station, where 1 spotted what appeared to be a nice meadow 
and decided to descend." 

The nice meadow however turned out to be a bog The 
wheels sank axle-deep into it, and the Vtmy toppled over on her 
nose. The lower plane was badly damaged and broken and 
both propellers sank deeply 

Luckily, however, both airmen were quite unhurt. They 
cbmbered out of the machine and found themvrlvcs surrounded 
by a group of twenty or thirty wireless operators officers soldiers 
and pavsers-b), who could not believe at first that the Aibntic 
fliers were armed They thought it was the bnding of a scouting 
pbne. 

We arc the Vickers Vtmy machine just come over from New 
fouudhnd cxpbined Alcock. We have had a icrnbjc tnp But 
at any rate we nave bnded in the softest part of Irebnd Then a 
gasp and cheer of admiration went up from the little throng 

Enough petrol remained in the Vtmy s tanks for a further flight 
of aght hundred miles the engines were undamaged and up to 
the moment of bnding, the whole machine was in excellent 
condition. 

Brown was ured out after the great ordeal and went to bed 
but Alcock after a bath and a breakfast of bacon and eggs humed 
back to the machine for hi* mails and instruments. 

hang George V rccavcd the news as he was leaving the church 
service at Windsor Through General Sykes controller of civil 
aviation he immediately sent the following menage of 
congratulation 

The King was delighted to receive your welcome announce 
Jfccnt that Captain Alcock and Lieutenant Brown have safely 
bnded in Ireland after their transatbntic flight Hu Majesty 
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THE BATTLE OF THE FALKLANDS 

By 

CHRISTOPHER SWANN 

T in Bauk of the Falkland Island*, the first British naval 
victory, and the most decisive sea fight of the World War — 
not excluding Jutland — was fought on December 8, 191a 
Wherever old naval war men meet nowadays— grizzled a bit 
some of them looking forward to the “ long trick ashore in 
w Pempey s mam street, down the lighted avenue where a 
thirsty man may get a drink the wardroom of some ship come 
permanently to her moorings out cast or sweating amid muddy 
nvers — you may bear, if you arc popular, over the other half,* 
the story of the breakfast before batde. It is a legend m the 
service that is called silent but is really most loquacious. 

And this is the story It is the talc of a very great adventure, 
a gigantic game of bluff— and the triumph of a man who made 
revenge a thing of hard knocks. 

Here briefly are the facts, then to the story Admiral Sir 
Doveton Sturdcc with his squadron of battleships, cruisers and 
destroyers, completely wiped out the squadron of Admiral von 
Spec off the Falkland Islands in an action lasting six and a half 
tarns. Tb c German casualties were two thousand officers and 
nxn, the British seven men killed four wounded. Von Spec 
vvent down with his ships. Only one German ship escaped She was 
the Dresden she was to cause trouble later, before bang hammered 
to pieces in a river mouth There is no naval parallel to this 
^oo. British supremacy at sea was challenged by a more or less 
“fccure defeat m the Pacific by a raiding squadron. Sturdcc 
Ko Pped the panic, sank every raider except one and restored 
C0Q taence to empire trade routes. 

^Aftcr the Battle of the Falklands vessels were able to leave their 
and South Atlantic ports in confidence that Britannia did 
^uahy rule the waves. They thanked the British Navy, and 
Admiral Sturdcc in particular but Sturdec was grateful enough 
that he had wiped out the defeat put upon Britain s Navy 
engagement at CoroneJ where Rear Admiral Cra dock’s 
*fTfr r0n — outnumbered but fighting gallantly lust as the Germans 
<fcd later-wen: wiped out. 
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AFTER THE HN AIN G OF THE CNIHKNAU 

Thu crac\ ship of the German Navy was sun\ after five hours fight 
mg (Above ) A remarkable photograph of her survivors in the water 
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Battenbcrg— afterward* Lord Milford Haven but better rcmcra- 
bered at the nun who uved the British Fleet by hi* dramatic order 
of recall when war wa* threatening In November 191^ Lord 
Loui* resigned office, Fiihcr cam c tuck. Almost simultaneously 
came the new* of the defeat and the death at Corond of Sir 
Chmtophcr Cradock, overtaken by superior force 

It is a cumxis fact cornu ndy recurring in history that Cradock 
had not long before the action been on terms of friendship with 
the man who defeated him. They had met in China station* 
and had struck up a friendship wnich wa* to end dramatically 
amid bursting shells at CoroneL 

The shock to British prestige had to be avenged, in those water* 
were not enough ships to avenge iL So Lord Fisher detached 
from the Grand Fleet the battle cruisers Invincible and Inflexible 
with Slur dee in command— his command was probably the 
greatest ever given to a seaman of bis rank — 44 Commander m-Chicf 
of the Adamic and South Pacific stations.” It implied that every 
dung afloat in those two oceans were under his comroL History 
has shown what an effective control it was. Vessel* were told 
10 rendezvous— navalcsc for collect— at two place*, some at Monte 
Video, odier* at the Falkland Islands. There was to be no mistake 
this umc. No wireless signals were allowed— for secrecy s sake — 
the only signal* were visual. 

On December 8 everything was ready Sturdcc was at port 
Stanley — chief port of the Falkland* — with his squadron Some 
where afar off was the German squadron. It is interesting to show 
what that meant in term* of guns and death. Here arc the team*, 
a* it were, lined up for the match 

Bntaw 

Battle cruiser* Invincible and Inflexible (17,250 tons), 
25 knots, eight 1a inch gun*, sixteen 4-inch guns. 

Armoured cruiser* Cornwall and Kent (9,800 tons), fourteen 
6-uich gun*. 

Light cruisers Glajgow and Brutal (4 800 tom), two 6-inch 
and ten 4 inch guns. 

Armoured cruiser Carnarvon four 7 5 inch guru, six 
6-inch guns. 

Germany 

Armoured cruiser* Scharnhcrst and Gneuenau eight 
8a inch gun*, six 6-ineh gun*. 

Light cruiser Dresden twelve ^.1 inch gun*. 

Leipzig and N Urn berg twelve 4.1 inch gun*. 


00 . 1 , 
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A woman nh)cd a great part in the bailie. She was Mrs. 
Creamer the daughter of an English nrofci-Of who had Killed 
in the bland 1, On the morning ofthc fight she was at home in her 
farmucad at Fitzroy with her three children and two maids. 
She law the German ships approaching ordered her maid* to 
saddle two hones and rule in turn to the top of the hill behind 
her home and report to her every few minutes. The maids 
spared neither them rebel nor the horses, and the almoit minute 
to minute information they brought to their mistress was tele- 
phoned to the harbour authorities who bang at a lower level 
could not see the advancing vessels. They in turn vent messages 
to Admiral Sturdec Thus this woman s obiervations were 
responsible for the movements of the Unmh dnps. 

After the baitle Mrs. Creamer was presented with a silver 
salver by the Admiralty and the king invested her with the 
ODE. The galloping mauls were also rewarded. As recently as 
1930 Mrs. Creamer visaed London and rccavcd a great welcome 

Uut then another factor lud ousted in thb great adventure. The 
weather took a hand. History if full of 44 if*, ' and if von Spec had 
not encountered a storm when rounding Cape Horn on his way to 
the Falkland! he would not have been deiajed— he would have 
armed in umc to do what he wanted to do— what he was lent to 
do : smash the small forces there at long range and make the islands 
ready foe occupation. As it was, his big snips on the way round 
the Cape — hated by all manners in day* of sail and many in steam 
days, too— wallowed in terrific seas. Fart of the deck cargo of coal, 
loaded up in anticipation of a long voyage in unfriendly seas, had 
to be thrown ov aboard from the cruisers In order to save the 
cruners themselves. All this meant delay, it might have meant the 
abandonment of the whole project but here von Spec had the first 
piece of luck he had up to now experienced. 

A British collier, under sad, came suggenng round the Cape, 
heartily sick of herself. She would not have been there at all 
except that there were no steam bottoms available in that region at 
that time. Von Spec saw in her if not an angel in disguise — and 
no angel could disguise itself more adequately than a British collier 
—at least a present help in time of trouble. So he seized her took 
her gently into a sheltered anchorage and relieved her of all the 
coal she earned, thus replenishing that which had had to be thrown 
overboard during the storm. But those few hours meant just that 
small margin which might have turned complete defeat into at 
least a partial victory J>cc how the multi-coloured thread of luck 
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Inctnablc opened i be ball at seventeen thousand yard* — and it 
Ivr.imr from mat moment a running fight. With InfUxxbU she 
engaged ScKsrnhoril and Gneuenuu GUegour Leipzig and Afe«x 
chose Numberg The armed liner ScyJJitz and two large colhcri 
next appeared and were chased and caught by Mdccdonui who put 
prize crews aboard. 

When the fun shock of icemg the Bnuih squadron had been 
realized von Spec acted promptly He knew he had no chance in 
a straight fight against superior odds— so he made it a running fight. 
Hu ihipi deserted naval tradition and the usual order of battle. 
They scattered, but that did not uve them, they were out 
manoeuvred both in speed and sea man d up Schurahorst was sunk 
three hours after the first shot was fired, Gncucaju two hours later, 
Leipzig was sunk by Cor a tv M and Number^ by Kent There 
were no survivors of Sefurnhoest w hilc of Gncucruu s complement 
of seven hundred only one hundred were rescued. Schumhorit was 
on fire when she plunged beneath the waves taking every man 
wuh her As she sank her crew sang patriotic songs. Von Spec • 
tons were in the battle, one in Gncucruu the other m Lcip-ig 
both were lost, so that the fight cost this German family a lather 
and two sons. 

There were dramatic incidents in plenty during the fight 
between the British cruiser GLugour and the German Leipzig The 
German ship was set on fire and hundreds of the crew gathered on 
the forecastle. GLugoio s captain asked them to surrender but 
while many voices cncd “ Yes, we surrender, a gun was fired from 
the ship at G Lugo tv Promptly came the answer— a shell which 
killed seventy of those desperately brave men. They fired a Verry 
Ught in token of submission — the survivors jumped into the sea. 
Some were rescued the ship sank. 

German discipline was splendid Shells were crashing on to 
the decks, gun crews by bleeding, dismembered some of them, but 
those who remained aimed fired repaired smashed tackle so far as 
they could, moving the dead and the dying from under their feet 
as they did to— while below the surgeons went about their grim 
work. They did not know that very soon they, their patients and 
the muniments they were plying so ruthlessly— necessarily ruth- 
lessly— would be at the bottom of the sea Gallant men, these 
Germans. They fought to the very end and died almost every one 
of them. What a gesture was that made by the flagship of von Spec. 
She was nearly done, shot to pieces, yet in the last extremity turned 
towards the British and tried to shield Gneuenau As she sank after 
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this red glow, but she steamed on gallandy Then at six o clock 
she seemed to fall over on Her side men walked on her hull and 
then she disappeared. There was a heav\ explosion anther 
observer relates, as though something had blown up inside her and 
she sank under the sea there were bubbles, wreckage a smoke pall 
turning from yellow to black— a deep oily black— and that was alL 
To one who has not seen a ship morull) wounded by heavy 
shell- fire, imagination will simply not supply die l so; r or of it. One 
may think of the ship ploughing through the seas as fast as her 
screaming turbines will semi her her stokers labouring like fiends 
in the depths to gel every last ounce of steam from straining boilers 
— the water nstflg in twin while curves from the bows, creaming 
away in wild eddies from the madly whirling screws. She is a 
picture of energy incarnate. Few men arc vinblc onlv those whose 
duly keeps them in view — but behind every tuiret every p ccc of 
armour plating are busy hands working at full pressure in the 
ordered confunon of the navy, an ear glued to the voice pipe beside 
each gun listening to the gun orders from the bridge as well as one 
can listen in the inferno of sound. Orders like this come through 
** Green— Range eight thousand. Deflection— two on right. 

Green means starboard, right side where the green light u 
shown. Deflection means that though the gun is aimed at the 
target it will, with right deflection, hit a target which is moving 
to die right. 

And added to this horror of sound is the tear and rush of the 
ship through the water— at die speed of an average train rolling 
perhaps, pitching as only battleships know bow taking seas green 
over the dows which drench everyone before they reach the lee 
scuppers. Then imagine that ship struck by a salvo of shells each 
weighing a quarter of a ton — one bursts in the engine room, the 
engines stop, she wallows in the trough of the sea another strikes 
the magazine. There is a crash and a glare that lights up the sky 
a huge torrent of water rises hundreds of feet illuminated like at 
some ghastly firework display by the dull red glow that denotes fire 
down below Huge billowing masses of smoke yellow then black 
the splash of falling wreckage unseen but heard— and then a slowly 
clearing sea— and nothing No ship, no bobbing heads in the water 
just nothing And this is not a fanciful desen p non, but it Is exactly 
what happened to the Number? One moment she was there fight 
lng back grimly then came the noise and the smoke pall which 
served as a pall to her nine hundred men 

Then there is the story of Kent She was not so fast as her 
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St. Maurice and Sl Lazarus of Italy, St- Anne of Russia, the Rising 
Sun of Japan the Striped Tiger of China the French Crone de 
Guerre- On July 5, 1921, he was promoted Admiral of the Fleet, 
and in the peace awards he received a parliamentary grant of ten 
thousand pounds in recognition of his services. 

In 1925 the victory was celebrated by the erection of a monument 
made in a Cornish granite quarry which now stands on the biggest 
island of the Falkland 1 overlooking the place of battle. At the top 
is a bronze model of the first British man-of war resting on a globe 
with waves beneath, representing Britain s supremacy of the sea 
The inscription reads In commemoration of the battle of the 
Falkland Islands which saved this colony from capture by the 


enemy 

The Admiralty said One of the greatest merits in the action 
is the small list of casualties due to the able handling of their ships 
bv their captains, who utilized the power of the guns and the speed 
of the ships to the best advantage. Further the effective fire at long 
range and the thorough organization were very evident and enabled 
the acuon to be fought witn success against an enemy who displayed 
splendid courage, determination and efficiency —a statement 
thoroughly in accordance with the traditions of the British Navy, 
ever eager to give honour to a defeated — or Victorious foe. 

And here is the epitaph. When the news of the victory was 
telephoned to Jclhcoc at Sea pa Flow he was in his berth reading 
the Bible. It was opened at the passage from the Psalms Not unto 
us 0 Lord not unto us but unto Thy Name give praise 
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aircraft reached the perfection necessary for such long flights, 
Peary had the honour of bang the first to reach the North role, 
and Amundsen was the hero of that famous dash across the 
Antarctic continent by which he won from the gallant Scott the 
privilege of bang the first man to stand at the earth s Southern 

Although only a few years have elapsed since these splendid 
feats of courage and endurance, yet in that brief tune aircraft 
has improved so immensely that Doth Poles have been reached 
by air Yet so far there is only one man who has travelled by 
air to both “ ends of the earth. That is the American Admiral 
Byrd, 

Byrd is an utterly fearless man of the type of Lindbergh, yet 
differing from that great pilot In the fact Out he seldom acts on 
impulse. With Byrd everything is the result of long and careful 
forethought. He was one of those who had long planned the 
use of the aeroplane for exploration purposes, and so as early 
as 1926 succeeded m reaching the North Pole by air 

In the following summer he and three companions made a 
transatlantic flight m his big three-engined America They started 
from New York on the last day at June m fine wcatner, but 
beyond Newfoundland struck storm, and drove across the ocean 
through blinding mists, bang at times forced to rue to fifteen 
thousand feet in order to get a bene the clouds. 

Near Ireland the weather became worse than ever There was 
a hum cane of ram and wind such as had not been seen in the 
English Channel for many summers. Yet the powerful America 
breasted the storms, and, travelling at an average speed of one 
hundred miles an hour, reached the French coast. Byrd — he was 
a commander then, not an admiral — tried to strike a straight course 
from Brest to Pans, but the fog and darkness were impenetrable. 
Also hu compass had gone wrong He flew round and round 
in great are f es, searching in vain for a landing-place, while, 
minute by minute, the petrol gauge sank toward zero. At half 
past three in the morning, when thor plane had but a few gallons 
of petrol left, they found themselves over the French coast, and 
decided to try to land on the beach. But the big plane hit the 
sea some hundreds ofyards out, and with such force as to carry 
away the wheels. The whale landing-carriage broke up and 
floated away Byrd earned aboard the plane two httle rubber 
collapsible boats, and it was through his foresight w bringing 
these that the lives of him*- If and his crew were saved. 
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and the commander was obliged to order the men who handled the 
dog ream* hauling the vanou* articles from ship to camp always 
to carry thar sleeping-bags, in case they were overtaken by a 
blizzard* And just as the Highland roads In Scotland arc marked 
by tall white posts, so the trail from shore to camp was marked 
by poles carrying orange-coloured flags. Orange, we may mention, 
is the colour which shows up best against snow 

The men made two trips daily thirty miles in all and within 
a month had hauled no fewer man five hundred and fifty tons 
of cargo from the ship to the base. This in spite of the fact that 
the snow was often soft and that men and sledges sometimes 
broke through. 

By degrees a regular village sprang up which was called Little 
Amcnca. Commander Byrd had thought out everything, and 
the huts were lighted by elcctnaty and wanned with paraffin 
stoves. The wireless outfit was wonderful. There were twenty- 
two transmitters and twenty-eight recovers, while four radio 
operators were among the party In this way the expedition was 
10 constant touch with civilization, and on more than one occasion 
messages were received from a distance of more than eleven 
thousand miles. 

The Eleanor Bolling was due with fresh supplies from New 
Zealand, and Commander Byrd went out one day in a small 
motor-boat to search for a good landing place. He had with him 
Svcrzc, the first mate, and Strom the pilot, also Paul Siplc and 
John Sutten. They found what they were looking for, and had 
turned back , when the feathery spout of a whale was seen ahead. 
Another spout rushed up into the cold, still air, and the black 
fin of a killer whale showed above the surface. 

The killer whale is without doubt the most savagely vicious 
of ail denizens of the sea Mr Pontine in his book on the polar 
expedition of Captain Scott has described how he was attacked 
by k ill e r whales. He was on the ice at the tune of the attack bnt 
the killers, butting up under the floe, smashed it to pieces, and 
stuck their heads through the cracks m funous efforts to seize 
their victims. Pontmg only escaped by leaping desperately from 
one broken cake of ice to another, and so at last reaching floe ice 
too thick for the ugly monsters to tackle. 

Byrd and his crew m the motor boat felt a trifle uneasy There 
were a number of the killers about, and it was evidently useless 
to try to avoid the brutes by going outside them. Byrd therefore 
gave orders to keep a course close by the ice, so that If attacked 
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The ship righted herself ihc nunc* of ice slipped away, and, 
bar nog a certain amount of damage to the superstructure of the 
ship, no other harm was done by an accident which might \cry 
well have wrecked the whole expedition. 

The ElcJaor Doll mg had brought two more planes, u> many 
flights were undertaken, and b) degrees an area of forty thousand 

3 uarc miles was mapped out by camera from the air A range 
mountains, eight thousand to ten thousand feet high was 
charted, and the new territory was named Mane Byrd Land, 
after Admiral Buds wife The coastline too was charted 
By the middle of February winter was beginning to close 
in. The Eleanor Bolling had already left and now it was time 
for the City of Ncu> YorJ{ to go. Otherwise she would have been 
frozen up On February 22 she sailed north and the men win 
fully watching her mans disappear over the horizon knew that 
they were marooned for a year 

The Virgmu the second of the planes, set out to form a base 
id the chain of newly found mountains named the Rockefeller 
Range. Caught in a blizzard of snow she crashed, and was 
w reared. Byrd was not with the party but when the Virginia 
failed to return he and two of hts men Hansen and Smith, set 
out in a second plane to search for their companions. 

It grew dark, the weather was very bad and they had almost 
given up hope, when far beneath, they caught sight of a spark 
of light and heading for the spot saw the Virginia lying wrecked 
upon the snow They made a perfect landing and were intensely 
relieved to find the crew of the wrecked plane safe and unhurt. 
Thor sleeping-bags had saved them from frost bite and they 
came safely back to Little America 

That a cadent finished flying for the season and the other two 
planes were covered up in house* built like Eskimo igloos, of 
blocks of frozen snow 


Snow fell so hcavdy that the base was buried Tunnels were 
cut under the snow from hut to hut, so that the men need not 
expose themselves to the frost. The mercury had dropped to 
forty seven degrees below zero — that is, seventy-nine degrees of 
frost. 


Now the party had to face four months of total darkness, 
furious storms, and intense cold Yet, thanks to the foresight of 
their commander, no party of Arctic explorers were ever octter 
on They had plenty of good food, games of all lands, and were 
able to listen to wireless music brought thousands of miles over 
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pass over their heads, and Byrd flying low dropped by parachute 
a big parcel containing letters, wireless messages from home 
a ga re tics, and odirr small matter* which must hate been 
esc ccd mg I) welcome to the foot slogger*. 

The Fh)J Bennett was named after Byrd s friend of that 
name who had accompanied U)rd on hi* Arctic flight but had 
since passed from this life. In the plane Bud earned a small 
stone from Bennett * grate, which he intended to drop as near 
a* possible to the South Pole itself 

At they flew onward they emptied petrol from fisc gallon 
can* into the tank and threw away the cans, for a* they were 
climbing all the time toward the vast mountain ram pa ft which 
guards the Pole every pound of waght counted The lofty range 
loomed ahead, but before they reached it* crest disaster threatened. 
The ailerons failed to have any effect. The plane still flew power 
fully forward, but refused to rise. She had reached her ceiling " 
Something had to be done, and quickly Either food equip* 
mait, or petrol had to be sacrificed a terrible choice If petrol 
were jettisoned there might not be enough to tale them back if 
food then a forced landing would mean starvation as for equip- 
ment, as Byrd usd afterward, he believed his men would rather 
go over beard than lose their precious instruments. 

The choice, then was food and a bag went over The plane 
responded and rose, but not enough to clear the vast ridge. 
Another bag was jettisoned. They rad sacrificed three hundred 
pounds weight of food sufficient, that is to last the four men for 
six week*. Now if the plane came to gnef disaster was certain. 

The ridge loomed nearer They were barely five hundred feet 
up Would she clear it for if not the neat thing to go must be 
the precious petrol Byrd says that the neat few minuics were 
the longest he had ever spent. The plane was over the pas* with 
peak* on other side there was dead silence for a minute then 
a shout of joy arose a* her crew saw the ground falling away before 
them. Now there were no more mountain* ahead, merely a 
level tableland reaching all the way to the Pole. 

All the way McKinley, the photographer had been using nn 
aerocamera, taking picture* of every mile. There is no other 
such pictorial record in existence And so they flew steadily on. 
Byrd wo* busy with his instrument*. A little later he wirelessed 
to his base My calculations show that we have reached he 
vicinity of die South Pole. Flying high for survey Soon turn 
north.' 
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PILGRIMS WHO PRAYED IN A 
BURNING SHIP 

By 

JOHN ASHVVELL 

There have been many terrible tragedies m the history of the 
sea but one of the most horrible tn recent years has hasted almost 
unnoticed This was when 5 -S Asia a French liner carrying 
Moslem pilgrims caught fire tn Jedda Harbour on May 2t tyjo 
When rescue work was ended and a roll call had been answered 
one hundred and twelve of the one thousand five hundred 
passengers had failed to reply to their names AU had perished tn 
the flames or had been drowned in trying to escape Thu is the 
story of Captain Marchandeau captain of the ship who true to 
seafaring tradition refused to lease the vessel until rescue wor\ 
had been completed 

A t eight o clock in the c\ ciung Captain Marchandeau captain 
of the French liner S.S Asia was resting in his cabin Hi* 
k ship was due to sail early next morning and he wanted to 
snatch a few hours sleep before going up on to the bridge. 

Marchandeau a typical French seaman who had had thirty- 
three )ears at sea was carrying one thousand fisc hundred Moslems 
from Jedda to southern Red Sea poets, finishing the voyage at 
Jibun in French Somaliland. His pas se ngers — Arabs and Somalis 
— had been embarking throughout the afternoon clambering on 
board loaded with codec pots, suitcases and tin boxes containing 
nearly all their worldly possessions. Now his officers reported that 
they had settled themselves, packed closely together in the small 
5, 890-ton vessel 

Captain Marchandeau had cea s ed to be excited by these Moslem 
pilgrims. There had been a time when he found thar journey 
rather romantic, but )cart spent in transporting them had dulled 
that sense of romance. 

Every year he brought his ship down to the Red Sea to collect 
his quota of Moslems and take them to Jedda He had seen them 
come on board, men and women who had hoarded thar miserable 
savings for years in preparation for the day when they would mnfcr 



snp 3Bip SimnnSsq sip in ps 3 ssdxs-jjBq psq pun £ s§BuniSpd snp 
siojsq bss 03 ussq isasu pBq uisip jo 3sojq siusd 03 SuiuuiSsq 
3 J 3 AV SIsSuSSSEd Srq ‘003 ‘XpESqy XBMUOIUBduiOS J33JE UB JO 3130 
gtnmod sqotns mbs imndso sip ‘sqssp sq3 uo UMop Suiqooq 

cups sip 

gmdssMS sbm puB joxiaoD jo 3Ho sb m sip sip iBip Xgsuq psnodsi 
piIB ‘SuQlBM SBM JSOqjO 3 Sip SIJJ sgpiiq sip 03 UO dn 3 USM puB 
3 S^db[ sip uo 3nd nBspuBipnqq ‘XBtusip jo uoijBuiBpxs ub qu^ 

,« XjpxdBI guTpBSlds SI 3 X ’ITS ‘SmqES SSBJD-pUOSSS Sip JO suo 
in 3no usqoiq SBq snp }> loop mqBO s t nBspuBqsiBpj uib3cIb 3 uo 
ginpunod sbm msjs sip jo suo £ IS 3 B| ssjnuiui sAp uBtp sssq 

c « 3 q§ru pooQ squBip 

piodsi 03 Simpojsj „ • psqdsi msy sip jo io 3 Bisdo ssspiiM sqp 

£C( jsmsu Xuy „ c s3bsssui b 
3no psddB3 pBq iS33^j sqp JnoqiBq sip ui dips xunSjid istpoirs 
ipiM ssSbsssui SuiSuBpoxs sbm JoiBisdo ssspiiM sip £ o£6i ‘iz Xbjaj 
jo Suiusas sip uo uiqBs sip ui ps3ssi nBspuBpoiBjp ayip^w 
•Xup 3Bip IOJ SuiSuO] SJSM MSID pUB UTET)dBS tpog SSJ]ISSIBJp 

03 sinoq Xbm nsip uo sq pjnoM Xsip usip puB ‘XsumoC uirqsi 
Sip SpBUI 03 X]UO pBq Xsip ‘piBOqB SJSM Xsip 3 Bip MOpj Uimsi 03 
SUniSpd Sip JOJ BSg psg Sip JO 3 USp XABSq Sip UI XpUSDBdun pS 3 lBM 
pBp puB ‘Bppsf 03 nnqif uioij Xsuinot sspui psipunp suru sip 
no sisSusssbcI psipunp SAp piresnop3 suo nsip jqSnoiq pBp Xsqp 
spjBi 3 lOTiSpd sip ui 3 -iBd sip XBjd 03 £ £ pidy uo sspissiBjp 
3 JS{ pBp HBSpUBpDIBJAj; ‘XIS-Xip^TS JO MSIS Sip ipiM c IBsX SipjL 

ipiBJ nsip JO 30U SUoXuB 03 
usppiqioj sbm pus ‘srasjsopq sip 03 X|uo usdo sbm X3is Xjoq snp 3 Bip 
Msup sq 3ng jpsunq joj sss 03 Bsssjy iisia 03 sussp sip ipj usjjo 
pBp nBspuBpsiBpp ‘psgpjnj uiBsip b jo sssuiddup sip ipiM Simimq 
ssXs nsip ‘ursip psps3BM sp sy *sinop ursip sqm 03 sjsm psipM 
sdiqs sip 03 psBq £ spBi3 ubabibs 3op sip Suojb Xpusqsd psdurBij 
lood Sip S|ipM £ SSSSB UO 30 SJSUIBD UO 2 ot]JSABI 3 SlOTlSpd JSTtpjBSM 
sip ‘Bppsf 03 Xsumof sspin XIS-X310J sip uo qpBq SupiEij sraos pBp 
Xsip ‘JSAO SBM S§BimiSpd sip uspM £ uspx BSSSpp 03 insip psjopd 
opM sspmS qBiy Xq pirep ui uspei sism Xsip sispM ‘Xjid sip 03m 
Suippojd pus SoipiBquissip ursip pspoi^M pBp sp uspx eppsf 
jo moqiBp sip psis3us jssssa nsip p3un Xpusps psmpus Xsip jsj^ 
3p2iu 3B spuiM bss pjoo Xq 3dsMS sq 03 puB.XBp sip Suimp uns 3oq 
sip Xq pspojq sq 03 ‘qssp uo psis3nmb sisSusssBd isiood sip ipiM. 
‘sisirp JJBUtS puB SISUIBS 3 S duiBI 3 UO pspiBOp uisip usss pBp SJP 

•lUllSpd Xjop JO — tlpVH JO spi 3 pSJSAOD Sip U3IM ssiuop 
nsip 03 UJTUSJ ppioM puB l Lx\o X]op nsip ‘bddsjp 03 Xsumof sip 

33 HMHSV NHOf 


ZIZ 



rtLCHUS IN \ IUISIKO SHIP 


ai 3 

new adventure might be a dangerous one. The uneven ifulncw of 
the outward journey had seemingly calmed them but now them 
worn fears were justified. They had herded together on the deck, 
and were thauenng fearfully among ihctmcb.es, casting nervous 
glances at the clouds of smoke which were ruiog into the slues, 
“We shall have to send them ashore in lifeboats, said 
Marchandeau. Then he gasped m horror as he saw that those on 
the port adc were blazing It was impossible to launch t hem . 

He reached out for a piece of paper and pencil and scrawled 
a message. Ftre has frozen out One thousand five hundred 
pilgrims a ad aghiy-six crew aboard Difficult to hunch lifebelts 
l bee all ships within radius to send their boats to my help 

“ Tell the wireless operator to seed out that message, he 
ordered. “There arc enough ships around us to take of! the 
passengers,” he added to liis first officer There should be no 
danger 

He looked out through his glasses at the sue other ships lying 
in the harbour, four Druuh and two French. Asia was about a 
mile out from shore ready to sail on the morning tide and the 
odicrs were about half a mile away Despite the darkness that 
was approaching he could see men running about on the decks as 
they prepared to bunch their lifeboats. If only he could keep the 
flames under control until help arrived, at least there would be 
no lots of life. 


Meanwhile under his orders, the crew were making heroic 
efforts to cope with the flames. He saw some of them dragging 
a hose pipe towards the flames which were sweeping the deck. 
Sea water spluttered out of the nozzle but it had no effect. The 
flames swept on and the hose fell from the firemen s hands. They 
ran bac k , shielding their faces with thar arms from the fierce beat. 

Marchandeau had given orders, too, for the lifeboats on the 
starboard ude to be lowered. He saw the first boat drop down 
to the deck level and the terror stricken Arabs make a ruin for it. 
“Women and children first, cried the crew but no one eared 
Men and women fought one another to get Into the boat, and 
those who were scrambling over the side were pulled back by those 
behind them. 


Stand back there, shouted Marchandeau through his 
megaphone. That boat is already crowded The pilgrims were 
too frightened to pay any attention to orders, but the crew hearing 
his shouts, began using their fists to keep the surging mass away 
from the* boat. 
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lifeboat, until it was a* crowded as its predecessor And when an 
attempt was made to lower it, exactly the same tragedy occurred. 
The occupants were pitched into the sea and again tncrc was a 
race aboard the cruising lifeboats to reach the wretched men and 
women before they drowned or were claimed by the sharks. 

Marchandcau had now given up all hope of saving hi* vessel 
and with the lifeboats on the port side ablaze, it wa* obviously 
impossible to get all the passengers away without the help of the 
boats and dhows which were now garnering round the blazing 
ship As he looked down at the mass of pilgrims, jostling each 
other shouting, some plunging overboard in mad terror he realized 
that panic was going to make it difficult to take them off safely 
If, however, he were to run his ship aground it would make 
rescue work much easier It might mean the saving of hundreds 
of lives. 

He called down to the engine room. There were only a few 
men left there among them was the chief engineer To him 
Marchandcau gave orders for the engines to be started. I want 
every ounce of steam be added. 

After a pause, the engines began to throb Marchandcau, 
watching anxiously, saw the lifeboats and dhows move quickly 
out of the way as he steered his ship slowly towards the shore. 
But she did not travel far The captain heard a sudden tearing, 
crashing sound and the ship shivered. Peering into the dusk, he 
saw that she had clawed her way up a reef and was remaining 
there. 

WeanJy he turned to the speaking-tube and explained what 
had happened to the engineer Bring your men up on deck 
They can do no more. 

More lifeboats bad now arrived on the scene from the other 
ships, and scores of Arab seamen had put out from Jedda in their 
dhows, those single sail vessels which they use for pearling and 
for sailing in the Ked Sea and the Persian Gulf. They had grouped 
themselves round the Asia as she perched drunkeniy on the reef 
lighting the dark sloes with her terrible glow 

The heat on the decks had now become almost unbearable. 
The stem was a mass of flames, and the fire was sweeping forwards 
at an alarming speed. The crew had stripped to the waist as they 
strode among the pilgrims, urging them to climb down the ropes 
which had been slung aboard from the rescue vessels. But the 
pilgrims hung hack, so terrified that they had even lost the nerve 
to save themselves 
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of then were due to the calmness which Marchandeau inspired 
among hi* crew by hi* coolness. Although the flames were now 
raging dose to the bridge, be continued to encourage his men, and 
refused to think of his own safety 

While this rescue work was in progress, social Arabs In the 
dhows nude themselves conspicuous b) their bravery Among 
them was a nun named Abdul Malik. He armed on the scene 
when the pilgrims were frenzied with fear and with the swaying 
mast bumping against the blaxing sides of the Asu he began his 
rescue work. 

Many of the pilgrims were loo frightened to jump into the 
dhow, so he himself clambered aboard the liner Again and again 
he descended with women, children and helpless old men. when 
his dhow was so laden that the sea began to lap over the sides, be 
homed his sail and set off for the nearest ship in the harbour 
The pilgrims were taken aboard and then Abdul Malik sailed 
back to the Aim Three Umes he brought away a heavy batch of 
passengers. He must have saved more than one hundred and 
lift) live* before he made hit fourth trip to the blazing liner 
As he worked the mast suddenly caught fire His men hacked 
it down, while Abdul Malik continued to lower the pilgrims into 
the dhow Then while trying to rescue an old man the deck 
beneath him cracked asunder There was a yell and with the 
old nun he fell into the raging flames. 

Rescue work continued. Member* of the crew still worked 
feverishly There were women and children who would not save 
themselves, and the French sailors earned them down the ropes, 
handing them to the rescuers and then return mg to their ship. 

At last, they were able to report to the captain that their work 
was complete. By now it was only a question of minutes before it 
would be impossible for any human bang to live in that inferno of 
flame* and smoke. 


Marchandeau raised the megaphone to his lips for the last time. 
“Thank you men, he boomed. Your work is done. Now 
saveyoursclvcs. Every man for himself 

There was a rush for the ropes. Man after man climbed quickly 
down into the waiting lifeboats. Others flung themselves over 
board, risking the sharks, and swam to the nearest launch. When 
Vlgnali, the chief engineer threw himself overboard, he had to 
swim with arms that were skinned by burnt, 

Marchandeau was now alone on the bridge. He glanced at his 
watch and saw that it was just after midnight Four hours had 
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Heavy clouds of iraoke rolled over the teas where scores of men 
and women had been drowned or burned a Inc. It was not until 
two or three days later that the fire burned itself out, leaving a 
charred wreck perched drunkcnly on the reef 

Meanwhile all the survivors nod been landed at Jedda and a 
roll call was held. Arab policemen called out the names from 
the passenger hits, and made a pencilled note each time that there 
was no answer When the roll call was ended, one hundred and 
twelve names had been pencilled out. All the eight) six members 
of the crew had been saved. 

Then one of the most dramauc incidents of those hours of terror 
was suddenly revealed by some of the Arab survivors. 

When the fire was at ns height fifty men and women on the 
lower deck had tned to escape to the upper deck by climbing an 
iron ladder but the terrible neat dime mem back Smoke swirled 
round them making them gasp for breath They knew that 
nothing could save In cm. They were doomed to die in tins ship 
to be burned alive by the terrible (lames. 

They were not afraul of death for they were of the East where 
men pray for spiritual immortality and not for life. So, with 
superb fatalism they drew thar knives and cut their throats rather 
than be burned to death. And probably they died with a prajer 
to Allah on thar lips. 

Their bodies, piled up at the foot of the compamonway caused 
another iraged) Many of the pilgrims had gathered in the dining 
saloon and, wuh thar faces turned to Mecca were praying When 
at last the heat made than think of escape they found that the 
bodies of the suicides blocked the way to freedom 

Feverishly they worked to pull down the barricade of bodies. 
But the smoke choked them as they worked and gasping for breath, 
they died adding to the pile of bodies. Only one or two were able 
to fight thar way through and, wuh thar bodies badly burned 
escaped in the waiting lifeboats. 

'Hie governor of Jedda held an inquiry into the fire and put 
some searching questions to Captain Marchandcau and his crew 
But no one could say how the fire had started and the inquiry 
dosed with a tribute to the brave men who had worked so hard 
and heroically to save the pilgrims. 

A few days later the survivors left for their homes in another 
ship to spread the story of those hours of horror 

Captain Marchandcau and his crew returned to Marseilles in 
another French liner And the captain s final words were In 
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ADVENTURE IN THE HIMALAYAS 

By 

ERIC SHIPTON 

O H August 37 vrc began burned preparation* for our second 
Namu Devi venture We had by good fortune and the 
experience of those who had gone before us, met with for 
more success than we had deserved ui the fint penetration of the 
basso. But, greatly interested a* we were in the Badnnath 
Kedarruth topography the major tadc of exploring the Nanda 
Devi Ilaun was jet unfinished. 

Now that the momoon had abated lomcwhxt there was no time 
to waste and Angtharkay was despatched with instructions to 
recruit fifteen men from the Vtana Valley and to return with them 
a* soon as possible- Meanwhile we were busy wot king out our 
rauon lists, collecting food, packing up and planning our last little 
campaign. 

Passong * foot was by no means healed, and I expressed some 
doubt as to whether we would be able to take him with us. But 
the mere suggestion that he should be left behind hurt him so 
desperately that I had not the heart to insist and weakly agreed 
that, as it was two weeks since the a cciden t and he was no longer 
feeling pain, he could come along 

The rest of the party although there was much work to be 
done, were clad enough of the respite from marching and a newly 
armed batch of letters and papers provided Tilman and myself 
with a certain amount of recreation, although through these we 
learnt for the first time and with profound sadness of the terrible 
disaster which had overtaken the German expedition to Nanga 
Par bat early in July when four Europeans had perished together 
with six of our gallant Sherpa comrades from the 1933 Everest 
expedition. We thought it wiser to keep this news from our 
three men and it was an unpleasant ordeal when some sue weeks 
later, we broke it to them for nowhere can be found a more 
warm-hearted friendship than amongst these great little men of 
the Himalayas. 

Late on the night of August 29 Angtharkay arrived with as 
tough a squad of men as we could have wished for amongst 
whom 1 recognized several whose acquaintance 1 had made on 
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not possibly pay such a ridiculous price, but when he started to 
go away with the eggs I panicked and gave him the money without 
further discussion* At that moment an egg seemed an almosr 
priceless luxury 

We were told that at Tolma nee was obtainable and Kusanc 
volunteered to start scry early next morning and go with one of 
the Maria men to purchase the nee and catch up the rest of us in 
the evening by taxing a short cut from Tolma* We agreed to 
buy the nee on condition that there were no complaints later about 
the weight of the loads. 

The weather was fine during the morning and we had a roost 
pleasant march along a weU-dchned path amongst the tall sombre 
pines of the forest through which we had raced exactly two months 
before. Now we were not spurred on by the pangs of hunger 
and we were going uphill instead of down, so we had time to 
linger m the shady glades of the lovely open forest* It was a long 
pull up however as Lata was under seven thousand five hundred 
feet and the little aJp of Lata Kharak which we were making for 
was nearly thirteen thousand feet* 

We pitched camp at the upper limits of the forest just in time 
to bundle the loads of food inside the tents as a heavy ram storm 
burst upon us. But it did not last long, and after it had cleared 
away we collected great masses of rhododendron firewood and were 
soon sitting round blazing fires, I for my part lost in wonder at 
the sight of the ranees across the valley, flooded in that unbclicv 
able blue bght which occasionally follows a heavy evening shower 
in the hills. From far down in the forest there came a faint shout 
which was at once answered by the full strength of the party after 
which the job of guiding the wanderers was taken in turn and 
shrill whistles broke the silenc e of the forest at intervals of a minute 
or so Kusang and his companion eventually turned up long after 
dark and after what must nave been a very hard day They had 
secured a maund (eighty pounds) of nee, the arrival of which was 
greeted with great jubilation. 

The rain came on again and continued to fall throughout the 
night, with the result that we had some difficulty m getting the 
men started next morning and did not leave before 9 o'clock* By 
then the rain had stopped but a damp mist enveloped the mountain 
side and a cold wind beat m our races. This seemed to have a 
good effect on the coolies, who displayed a remarkable turn of 
speed. We managed to hit off the ihecp-track which led us once 
again over the scene of the exhausting labours of our first visit 
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The Cocbea lying at anchor this ship slipped away from the British ships 
at outbreak of war and found refuge m Turkish waters 
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features. But it was the sight of the graceful curves of their Blessed 
Goddess, Nanda Devi, as she stood framed between the dark Avails 
of the upper gorge which most excited ihar admiration. Several of 
them asxcd to be allowed to remain with us unui we had finished 
otlr travels. What an extraordinarily nice lot they were! Always 
cheerful they kept up a constant stream of good humoured back 
chat amongst themselves. They had not, of course, to undergo 
the hardships which the Dotials had suffered on our first journey 
but before very long I came to have considerable respect for them 
as cragsmen while their ever ready wit and carefree laughter will 
remain as one of raj pleasantest memories. They and the Sherpas 
came to be the very best of friends and 1 think there was a measure 
of genuine regret when the time came for the Bhouas to lease us. 
In camp tn the forest beyond Dibrughita that evening the) treated 
us to a concert of part songs which reminded me very much of 
those of the Welsh singers. After this one of their number pro- 
duced a book which was apparently written in Nepali from which 
he read laboriously to the bnerpas. 

During the next few days, as we traversed once more high up 
on the flanks of the Rishi Nala, we were able to appreciate the 
tremendous advantage of possessing local knowledge when travel 
ling over difficult country Across places which had previously 
cost us hours of anxious toil we were now able to lead our party 
safely in half the time. We found however a great many land- 
slips had occurred In our absence and that portions of the country 
were quite considerably altered. The rains must have been terrific. 
Small, steep side nalas, normally dry and with very little collecting 
capacity showed signs of having had as much as seven feet or 
water coming down them We soon realized that the delay which 
had been caused by our experiences on the Satopanth Pass mid been 
a blessing in disguise, for the Rishi Nala would have been no 
place to be m during such weather as we experienced in the forests 
of the Kedamath vallej s. 

In order to preserve our rapidly disintegrating climbing boots, 
we wore rubber-soled shoes on this journey They slipped about 
borriblj on the damp grass and earth-covered rocks and made the 
traversing along narrow ledges a most unpleasant business. On 
one occasion TUman did slip and for a moment I thought he was 
lost as he swayed on the brink of a dreadful drop 

From Dibrughita we followed the high level route by which 
we had returned in June. On September 5 we crossed the 
^bamam, one thousand five hundred feet above its junction with 
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Our activities in the southern section were governed largely by 
dm ambition. We had two possible alternatives. One was the col 
reached by Dr LongstalT from the Lwanl Glacier on the Milam 
side the other was the depression on the southern rim by which 
Mr Ruttlcdgc and his guide Emile Rcy had tried to gain access 
to the basin in 193a. Both these ways were likely to prove extremely 
difficult but we were inclined to favour the former proposition 
as LongstalT had prosed the practicability of the farther side of 
the Lwanl Col by climbing it from that direction whereas from 
what we had hard of Ruttledge s col it seemed very doubtful 
whether a reasonably safe route could be found down the southern 
face even if we succeeded m reaching its crest from the north. 

It was mainly then with the object of obtaining a clear view 
of the unknown side of the Lwanl Col that 00 September 9 Tilman, 
Angdurkay and ! after bidding farewell to the Bhouas, left camp 
heading in an easterly direction We crossed the stream to the 
northern side of the valley by means of a snow bridge formed by 
a huge avalanche cone which had fallen from the clifTs of Nanda 
Devi. Presently as we made our way along a moraine ledge under 
these clifTs, we were alarmed by the ominous whirr of falling 
stones accompanied by some shrill whistles, and, looking up, we 
taw a number of bharal high up among the crags above us. Never 
have I seen a more extraordinary display of rock climbing The 
cliffs on which these animals were scrambling about looked from 
where we were to be utterly unrlimhahlc, and yet here were four 
legged creatures, young ana old, running about on them as if they 
were horizontal instead of bang almost vertical. Later we found 
out that owing to the inward dip of the rock strata the cliffs of 
this ode of the mountain arc not so difficult as they appear 
Nevertheless, although I had often watched chamois in the Alps, 
I never before believed that these animals could move about on 
rock faces of such appalling stecpocs*. I do not imagine that such 
agile climbers would be so careless as to knock stones down by 
a c cident and I strongly suspected that they were bombarding us 
purposely and probably enjoying a good laugh at our obvious alarm 
as the stones shattered themselves unpleasantly close to us. 

Soon we got on to the big glacier flowing from the west under 
the southern face of Nanda Devi and crossed it diagonally to its 
left bank where we found a well-defined lateral moraine along 
which we could make good progress. We had gone for some 
miles before we rounded a corner and came m sight of the bead 
of the glacier There was a lot of cloud obscuring the peaks, but 
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A parting, when such was worn, was ruled with the most 
scrupulous accuracy This evening 1 watched fascinated while 
husang (he did not know 1 was looking) ran a short stump of 
penal up his nose and over his forehead to make sure that his 
parting ran exactly down the middle of his head He repeated 
the process over and over again before he was satisfied squinting 
the whole so grotesquely that I began to wonder if his smiling 
eyes would ever be the same again. 

On the morning of September to we were greeted by a warm 
sun. As it was the first we had experienced for nearly two months 
we were tempted to bask in ns kindly rays for some time before 
embarking upon the more serious work of the day We decided 
to go up the great glaaer which we had seen coming in from 
the soutn, at the head of which we suspected the Sunderdhunga 
Col must lie. We intended to camp near the head of the glaaer 
push a camp on to the crest of the col if that were possible and 
spend some days examining the ice-cliffs on the southern side in 
the hope of being able to find a way down If we were successful 
we could return to continue our work in the basin for as long as 
our food lasted. In the comfortable knowledge that an escape over 
the rampart was possible. If we failed we would have to make 
an attempt on the great ice gully leading up to Longstaif s CoL 
We started carrying heavy loads, and were content to take things 
gently By the lime we got into a posiuon which would command 
a view of the glaaer the clouds had come up from the south and 
we could get no idea of the type of country for which we were 
making The going was good on the dry ice of the glaaer and 
we made steady progress, passing one or two remarkably fine 
i penmen i of 14 glaaer tables. These somewhat surprising 
phenomena arc caused by a large slab of rock falling on to the 
surface of the glacier and protecting the section of ice on which it 
has fallen from the rays of the sun so that as the rest of the glacier 
melts the slab is left perched upon a pedestal of ice which it has 
prot ected . In the ease of smaller rocks the process is reversed, the 
stone becoming heated by the sun and sinking into the ice instead 
of bang left perched above it. 

Soon after midday a bitter wind blew up from the south and 
sweeping across the glaaer drove hail and sleet into our faces. 
This caused us to put on a spurt and before we camped we were 
a great deal farther up the glaaer than we had expected to go that 
day With difficulty we erected the tents and got the Primus 
going The wind dropped towards sunset, and chancing to look 
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permit independent movement and when one roan wished to turn 
over the others had to turn too, in order that each should fit 
spoon wise into the curves of die other The S her pas thought this 
a tremendous joke and as Car as I could make out simply laughed 
themselves to sleep. I suppose I must lack much of that priceless 
gift — a sense of humour tor I could sec in the situation very little 
to laugh at, with the consequence that I lay long into the night 
hiding my head and trying to decide which of my companions 
snored the loudest 

1 roused them at 4 aan. and after a great deal of struggling 
we contrived to melt ourselves a drink and wrap our shivering 
bodies tn all the clothing which we could extract from the tangled 
mess mude the tent, boots then had to be duwed out and forced 
after a frightful struggle on to feet which had apparcntlv swollen 
overnight Soon after 5 o clock we issued reluctantly out into the 
bitter morning air 

It is curious how the Sherpas, u hen they have no loads to carry 
seem to lose all power of controlled rhythmic movement which 
11 such a vital necessity in mountaineering and particularly at 
considerable lltitudcs. t Thcir steps become jerky and impulsive 
they rush along for a few minutes and then sit down with the 
result that they soon become exhausted. All that their life of 
mountain w-andcrings has taught them about the best methods of 
walking uphill seems to be lost and they arc like raw novices who 
arc amongst the mountains for the first ume in their lives. 

Today this was very evident and before we had been climbing 
an hour the party was feeling very sorry for itself Higher up 
too, the snow conditions became had and tnc work of chipping steps 
extremely laborious. We began to feel as we had felt at a con 
sidcrably higher altitude on hv crest the year before We started 
off by going for an hour without a halt, then the hour was shortened 
to half an hour half an hour to twenty minutes, twenty minutes 
to quarter of an hour and at length we would subside gasping into 
the soft bed of snow after only ten minutes struggle But the 
morning was fine and as we by there we gazed out over a scene 
of ever increasing grandeur until even the gigantic southern face 
of Nanda Devi became dwarfed by the mere extent of the 
panorama. 

I can never hope to see a finer mountain view the Badnnath 
peaks, Kamet, the kosa group Dunagiri and the great peaks of 
the northern part of the Nanda Devi Basin — all mountains amongst 
which we had been travelling for the past four months, served 
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the basin to the cut of south vac earned the remainder of our 
stuff to a pleasant little alp a couple of miles up the left bank of 
the mam glacier By now we had been able to make a fairly 
lengthy examination of the southern aspect of Nanda Dcvl We 
bad seen a curious diagonal spur running down in a south-easterly 
direction from about half wav up the main south ndge. This 
appeared to be accessible in m lower sccuon and it seemed to us that 
we might be able to work our way for some distance along it. 
We decided to attempt to do this in order to get a comprehensive 
view of the southern section of the basui though it did not even 
occur to me that we might also find a practicable route to the 
summit of the peak. 

The morning of September 1 a was brilliantly fine and we started 
early carrying with us the usual light camp and enough food for 
Ttlman (who was now recovered) and ravsclf for two or three 
days. We crowed the main glacier and made our way again along 
the valley which lay at the foot of the great black buttresses of the 
southern ndge fixing our position on the plane table as we went 
and taking snots to distant landmarks. We camped that night by 
a pool of crystal clear water on a lawn of close-cropped grass over 
which snowy cidclwcm grew in profusion. 

It was an hour after dawn the following morning before we 
cot away It seemed as if the last remnants of the monsoon had 
departed. The glacier was silent bound under the iron gnp of 
frost, and we jojously sped over its desolate stony surface Forty 
minutes of hard going took us to the foot of the black precipices 
which girdle the base of the great southern ridge. Here we found 
that the rock was well broken but firm and that the strata sloped 
in our favour which made the climbing a great deal easier than 
we had anticipated. Within an hour of leaving the glacier we had 
reached the crest of the diagonal spur which we had seen from a 
distance. This was as far as we expected to get and we sat down 
contentedly in the warm sunlight and gazed lazily at our unique 
surroundings. 

We saw that the spur we were on coming down from the mam 
southern ndge of Nanda Devi, formed a gigantic glacier cirque. 
In front of us across a deep valley rose a stupendous ice wall which 
formed the southern face of the twin peaks. We were too close 
and for all our eighteen thousand five hundred feet far too low 
to get anything but a very foreshortened view of the face and 
it was a long while before the colossal scale began to impress itself 
upon my imagination The ice wall was fringed on top by a 
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justifiable, since this method would invoke too many men in the 
upper campv, and if it were overtaken by bad weather high up 
mch a party would be in a very urrious plight. In high mountains, 
mobility it the ke>notc of efficiency and safety and it is pnmanl) 
for dm reason that 1 find it hard to believe that a large heavily 
organiicd expedition will ever achieve success on Everest 

We were now sufficiently high to get a true idea of the 
lmmenuty of our unrounding!, and even inough I had been living 
for months amid perpcndicuumy on a huge scale I suffered from 
a feeling of pome which resembled the delirium of a fevered mind 
Our slow rate of descent was evidence that we had climbed 
too fou earlier in the day and night wa* falling as we made our 
way back across the glacier after >ct another unforgettable day 
The morning of September 16 was spent mainly in plane tabling, 
on the slopes above the camp and in making further examination 
of Looguaft s CoL The more detailed study confirmed our first 
impressions that an ascent of the couloir with heavy loads would 
be too difficult and dangerous a job. We could not however tell 
for certain as so much depended upon whether the gully was 
composed of snow or ice. By now we had become really worked 
up about our chances of being able to force an exit over one of 
these gaps. In doing so, we would make a complete crossing of 
the range, thus linking up with the explorations of those who had 
attacked the rampart from the south and cast we would see for 
ourselves those valleys, which though not unexplored, we knew 
to be of surpassing loveliness and the last phase of our quest would 
be through country new to us. If we were to fail we would be 
forced to retreat once more down the Ruhi Nala, and from 
Jothimaih to journey back by the way we had come, thus missing 
a rare and glorious climax to our little season of perfect happiness. 

When we returned to comp early in the afternoon we found 
that the Sherpas had come up and were busily engaged in their 
hobby of building cairns. Packing up we ran on down the glaacr 
reaching our little green alp before sundown here to spend one 
more night lying in the open dozing in the light of the half-moon 
and waking to watch the rosy light of dawn steal gently down the 
east-turned face of the “ Blessed Goddess. 

The week which followed has left with me a richer and more 
varied stock of impressions than any other I can recall. We 
started up the glaacr to the south that morning, staggering under 
the weight of very heavy loads. I was feeling lazy ana lagged 
behind the others, sitting down often to gaze at each new aspect 
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in fact* the lower edge of a hanging glacier Under the pull of 
gravity large manes constantly Break off from this terrace and 
thunder down to the valley Below polishing in their fall the 
successive bands of limestone precipice of which the bee is com 
posed. Even supposing the precipice to be cllmbablc, an intelligent 
mountaineer may be acquitted on a charge of lack of enterprise if 
be declines to spend at least three day* and two night* under 
fire from this artillery An alternative i* the choice of three knife 
edge aretes, excessively steep, sometime* overhanging in their 
middle and lower sections, on which even the eye of faith a ssis t ed 
by binocular*, fails to sec a single platform large enough to 
accommodate the most modest of climbing tents. 

We dumped our loads in the snow and set about our task 
Immediately Remembering Ruulcdgc * description we decided 
that our best chance of success was to get on to one of the three 
aretes or ndges, for though they were referred to a* being 
excessively steep, at least their crest* would be safe from the 
bombardment of ice avalanches. The clouds had now come up 
from below and our view was very restricted After working 
over to the left for some distance, however we came to the edge 
of a tremendously steep gully from which came an incessant rattle 
of stone fall*. Beyond we could make out a dark mats which we 
concluded was the first of the rock aretes. After hunting about for 
some time we found that in order to reach the arete we would be 
forced to run the gauntlet of the rock fall* in the gully As these 
were coming down at very short intervals the chance* of our getting 
aero** without some member of the party being lulled wa* very 
small, and the ruk was quite unjustifiable. So that wa* that. 

The ice fall below us plunged out of light. We returned to 
our load* and worked over to tne right. In about twenty minute* 
we were brought up short and found that we were standing on 
the edge of the ice terrace overhanging six thousand feet of polished 
limestone It wa* a wonderful sight. Every now and then 
enormou* masses of ice would break away from the cliff* we were 
standing on and crash with a fearful roar into the cloudy depth* 
below After satisfying ourselves that there wa* not the slightest 
hope in this direction we waited for some while to watch this 
unusual scene. It is not often that one get* a chance of watching 
a display of icc-avalanchc* from so dose, and rarer still to see them 
breaking away from the very cliff* on which one 1* standing 

We returned disconsolately to our loads for a meal at 2.30 pan. 
A cup of tea and satu put new heart into the party and we set 
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lowering our loads and ourselves on the rope down an icc-diiT, at 
others chipping laboriously across ihc steep lace of a tower or along 
a kmfe-edged crest, alwavs m constant dread of finding our seises 
completely cut ofT The miter cold of the early morning changed 
towards midday to a fierce heat and glare which robbed us of much 
of our strength and energy Our heavy loads hindered every 
movement and threatened to throw us oil our balance But we 
were all completely absorbed in our taik and w or bed 00 through- 
out the day without pause. 

Evening found us working on dry ice three thousand feet down. 
Beside us to our right was a prominent rock ridge which, though 
lying immediately below the lughcr line of lunging glaciers, oiler cd 
us a heaven sent alternative 11 only we could reach il We cut 
steps to the edge of the glacier and from there we looked down 
a sixty foot ice-duf into a steep slabby gully The gully was 
evidently a path for tee avalanches, but it was narrow and once n 
it we could run across in a couple of minutes. By chipping away 
the ice In a large circle we soon fashioned a bollard. Hound this 
we fastened a rope down which we slid, recovering the rope from 
the ice-bollard without difficulty A short race across the gully 
with our hearts in our mouths took us to a little ledge under the 
overhanging wails of the ridge which offered a convenient and 
well-protected site for a camp. No sooner had we got the tents 
pitched then there came a fearful roar from above and for fully 
a minute a ca sc a de of huge ice blocks crashed down the gully 
sending up a spray of ice-dust, while a number of icc-splintcrs 
landed harmlessly on the tents. 

The day, begun with the sight of a dawn fair beyond description 
and crowded with so much vivid life, dosed with us stretched 
luxuriously on our ledge, perched high up amongst the precipitous 
glaciers of one of the grandest of mountain cinques. Lightning 
iuckcrcd somewhere to the cast, the distant thunder was almost 
indistinguishable from the growl of the avalanches. Mists floated 
stealthily In and out of the comes about us, forming and dissolving 
as if at will. Far to die south the placid sea of monsoon doud 
soil stretched over the plains, and the silvery light of a full moon 
lent to the s cene an appearance of infinite depth. 

Three thousand feet of precipice still remained to be descended 
and this took us nearly the whole of the following day Frequently 
we had to rope down the more difficult sections. On one of 
these occasions one of the sacks came open, most of the contents 
fell out, bounced ooce and hummed out of sight. In the afternoon 
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THE SHIP THAT BEAT THE 
BRITISH NAVY 

B J 

CHRISTOPHER SWANN 

S oui people icon lo bear dunned In a, experience* that would 
mean death to most folk they take in their Unde, a* it were, 
and go on to the next great adventure. So it ii with ship*. 
Mishaps, small in themselves may destroy nine ships out of ten, 
the tenth ship will sail on unperturbed, and happy So they are 
called happy ships, these last, as well as lucky ships. 

And if ever there was a lucky ship ia this world it was Goeben — 
battle-cruiser of the German Navy, harried over the seas, pounded 
by big guns, bombarded from the air for six days and finally left 
for dead on an alien shore >ct bobbing up once more to sail 
proudly in her old age the scars of battle still upon her — obsolete as 
a battleship but a living reality as a ship of battle, at the head of 
a squadron. She was born in 1911, in ipt6 she was still going 
strong The story of Goeben is one of hairbreadth escapes, dare 
devil dash and, if you like, low cunning 

It is a story fit to rank with the doings of such ships as Golden 
Hind and Revenge which sailed the seas in the spacious days of 
Elizabeth. The Great War produced no more amazing epic, and 
as there arc no national barriers between men under sail or steam, 
her exploits — though she was an enemy vessel — were as much 
admired by her opponents as by the people of her own nation. 
Naturally, during the war the exploits which made her famous 
were minimized oy her country s enemies — but the war happened 
a very long time ago, we can look through the nght end of the 
telescope without bang suspected of lack of patriotism. 

According to some historians of the war — and they are legion — 
Goeben was responsible foe Gallipoli. War is full of i£s, but it 
seems reasonable to suppose that if Goeben a German battleship 
six hundred and ten feet long, carrying one thousand and thirteen 
officers and men with a speed of twenty-eight knots, with eight 
14 Inch guns, twelve 6-inch guns and lots of twelve pounders, had 
not been able to reach the Dardanelles at the beginning of the war 
the war might have been very different. Turkey at that time 

X(I 


was 



Suunp aouEpunqs ui dsaj 03 sem aq 3 saAJsq e jo spaas aip Suimos 
3 nq sem noqonog jEjnupy jbm ppoM ap ajojaq §uoj sba\ snp jaq 
-uiamag 3qSim s ( jastB}j ap jo uoniBaipin Mau b— a{douquE 3 suo 3 
Suisn pjJOM ap jo sjaap ap Suours pssaA jem pajnouuB 
jsaSjEj ap Jbj Xq— usqsoQ in £ mbs oqA\ sjaapo jbaeu qsrpnx 
Xq Xjajnunn painmExa aJ 3 M spssaA japo siq puB ‘uaqsoQ £ diqs 
-Ssp siq Xpuanbajg apBoi uaaq jsnf psq Xqprua pus XoBjao3HE jo 
aunSaJ pjo ap iiiojj XBMB-qBajq ap naqAV £ sXsp asop hi pajpa ajaM 
Xap sb c sqjnjL SunoX ap — sqjnp ap Suoure XuBimag) jo aSqsajd 
aq 3 paairequa aq sj 33 em qsiqmjL in paXsjs aq ajiq^ uspssjQ pnE 
Sjtjqssvjig ‘sjasnua ;q 2 q Japo oau Xq paajojmaj sem uojpEnbs aip 
ja3Bq[ ujopj napjOQ aip joj uaABqsmpqjr/^ ;jaj nvjssuQ piM pire 
•uaqsoQ tn Ssp srq pajsioq ajq sjasirua jo trojpEnbs e puBraraoD 03 
pa 3 oaps sem uoqonog jEjnupy-JBag £ UEauEua;ipajAj aq3 m jaMod 
jbabu irerajag) jo noqEqsuomap e aqBin 03 asnoxa ue XuEuuaQ 
papiojjB sisua UEqpg aip £ zi 6 i jo pna aip spjBMoj ‘u 3 q^\ 

XAEfq ireinjaQ aip jo ;aa{q uBauEJjaupajAj; aip 
jo puEuraioa m sem aq jem aip jo SuiuuiSaq ap 3 y uoqanog g 
pq |Ejraxpy-aaTy\ jo aureu aip ajaq m araoa 3snm ajaip £ jaq pmqaq 
jajrquaApB he jo 3 iJids SurpmS aip 3 noipiM ajrquaApB he aAEq ued 
£ st aqs jnjjapuoM Moq J 333 EHI ou £ dxqs ou sb £ Xj]Bjrqra £ puy 

qodq]B0 uo parp pnE papmq pBq ajidmg 
qsqug aq 3 J 3 ao qE hiojj nain jo spuEsnoip uaqM £ ja3Ej qanra 
pun apisqns 30U pip aqjos jEjnaEjaads snp jo uoissnajadaj aq 3 pnE 
‘HEaaQ ireuuaQ aq; ssojoe Suraiofaj qanui £ ainoq 3 B ajaq sStmunq 
-3JEaq Xheuj ojom ajaqg uaqaoQ jo ajiquaApE jBaiS ap jo 
aauBaqiuSis pm SuiuEaiH ap sem ;Eqx ajoqXaq ap ;e Suqqumj 
qqs uiE 3 ijg ;p[ puE £ jj uqapi/^ jasiB^j jo aSqsajd ap paansqua 
£ 3 aqaoj 03 apo;s s^XuBunaQ pasnsa ‘sajpuBpjEQ aq; paja;ua 
aqs snopEnbs qauajg puE qsqug ap mop qsEp JBjnaB 3 aads e Japy 
qaqsqraoq e jnq po 30U paqddns uaqaop) aq Xbuj 31 se 3Ep 3ng 
•jhoaej jho m Xaq ap pauirq aAEq ppoM uoqauj ssaj puE po ajom 
3Ep £ pouad sip ;e ;uatapap sem XaEuio]dip qsqug ;Ep Xes oqM 
asop oje ajaqx sapauEpjEQ ap jo s;iEqg ap uado ppoM qaiqA\ 
qao| ap jo spiEM ap ujtq 31 aapra 03 uoqBauqnj papaan 31 c Xaq 
X;sru e amq 3Ep 3E sem jj nag apBjg ap jo Xaq ap ppq Xaqjnx 

snouo3aiA aq Xap ppioqs Xraouo3nE puE uoqaa30jd 
£ Xes 03 si 3Ep — sip usp ssaj japEJ Jaq pajajjo sjaMog |ej;u 33 
‘sasnnojd 3 nq Suipou jaq pajapo saipy aqx painraja 3 ap uaaq 
30U psq apis 3sa§uoJ3S ap amq 3Ep 3 y apis 3saSuoqs ap uo m aq 
o; pa 3 HEM aqs suoqEn 3 som puE aydoad 3 som aqrq pa 3 Joddns aqs 
jaMod £ Xue jt £ qaiqM jaq 03 dn SS03 e sem 3 J „ aauaj ap no Suq3is „ 

zbz 


NNVMS HSHdOISHHO 



(Ill HAT Till BRITISH NAVY 


M 3 

the war days to follow Souchon proved himself a clever diplomat 
even he did not know how hu flagship with which he so greatly 
Impressed the Turks, was to make history 

Later Souchon was to distinguish himself In another way In 
November, 1918, when he was head of the naval mission in Turkey 
he was appointed commander in-chicf of the Baltic naval station 
and of the port of Kick It was an appointment barren of honour 
for at hocl at that hour was to begin the mutiny of the German 
sailors which ended the war so far as the nasal might of the 
Fatherland was concerned. Officers of the battleship Kaiser had 
just been overpowered by the mutinous crews at the point of 
revolvers when Admiral Souchon arrived He had been sent from 
Berlin to quell the mutiny The authorities hoped that a man 
whose name was revered for hu handling of Goeixn would be able 
to handle the mutineers. It was a vain hope, Souchon knew iL 
But he went. At the station to meet the train was a party of 
tailors. They took the admiral from the train and locked him in 
a waiting room while they discussed their grievances with him 
Souchon was a sailor of the old regime. He had commanded 
all sorts of men in the semi brutal spit and polish traditions of 
navies on all the seas— for the sadorman Is generally a child at heart 
and has responded through all history, more readily to the threat 
of the rope s-end followed by the lubneatory splicing of the main 
brace, rather than an appeal to reason but directly Souchon 
reached hocl he realized that the old order had given place to the 
new— that years of enforced inaction supplemented by the argu 
men is of agitators — had made ships companies a company of 
Individuals. So he was taken to the station waiting room and held 
as a hostage because it was feared soldiers were on their way to quell 
the mutiny 

Food supplies were in the hands of the sailors machine-guns 
were mounted at strategical point! — the sailors swore they would 
not go back to their ships unless peace was signed. Admiral 
Souchon had an impossible task and nc met it w the only way He 
saw the sailors leaders, a s k ed about their grievances, and approved 
of all their demands. These Included the refusal to salute officers, 
and the closing of all officers casinos. To anyone who knew the 
German Navy before the war these demands, and the submission 
to them, were revolutionary The mutineers put forward four teen 
points —just as Mr Wilson did they included as the main plank 
the complete Immobility of the German War Fleet. All the 
world knows what happened to the German War Fleet— the 
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had declared war arul presently the order* that Breslau and Goeben 
must proceed to Constantinople with all speed The admiral 
determined to get in the first blow At four o'clock in the morning 
in the waning moonlight Goeben came to the coart of Algeria 
dependency of France. Then she steamed to Philiipvillc while 
Breslau made for Bone. Each ship bombarded the coast town* 
there was no response. France wa* at war it was a gesture the 
gesture of the little boy who run* before the big boy say* “ Yah! 
and retreat*. At 10.50 that morning British warships were sighted 

Now wa* the time to cut and run There were some hour* 
to elapse before Germany was at war with England— how to 
utilize them was the question Admiral Souchan decided to make 
for Messina and coal Every man in the ship except the executive 
deck officers joined in the work of stoking the boilers. Doctor*, 
officer* off duty stewards, were pressed into service with the black 
squad stoking for life and liberty The English think we can 
do only twelve knots, said Souchon we will show them we can 
do double that. And so the race went on until at seven o clock 
in the morning we lost the Englishmen. At ll 12 that night 
August ^ came the wireless message from Berlin — England nas 
declared war Here was the culmination of all the dreams— the 
realization of all the wardroom toasts “ Am Tag Germany was 
at war with the nation she regarded a* her hereditary enemy 
Forgotten was Waterloo when Blucber rode in to outflank 
Napoleon * legions remembered only was 1870 and the hated 
M Entente Cordialc which united two nation* against one, 
remembered only was the race for colonial expansion hampered at 
every point by British imperialism. War with England. “ Dcr 
Tag 

So four o clock on the morning of the fifth found Goeben and 
Breslau back at Messina Geneva wa* there, her bunkers full but 
the Italian* refused to allow the warship* to coaL “ We arc 
neutral, they said. Again German ships were denuded of their 
coaL Then came another order The vessel* must leave the port 
within twenty-four hour*. On August 6 the admiral ordered hi* 
ships to break through the watching British vessels and gain the 
Dardanelles. He decided on a ruse. I want, he said, to 
create the impression that we are wanting to get to the Adriatic 
we shall veer round in the night and make for Cape Mata pan if 
possible throwing o ff the enemy With flag* flying and band* 
playing the ship* reached the open sea. A* they gained it a wireless 
message came in to the radio men all of whom were doing constant 
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episode did not interfere with the record of the distinguished sea 
man. In 2916 he was promoted vice admiral In 1919 admiral, and 
given the K.CXM.G He died of heart failure at a tea dance in 
Biamtz in 1926. 

On \ugmt 15, 191^ Goeben and Bresbu were bought by Turkey 
for fafloofioo. Goeben had cost £2,250 000 to build, Bresbu 
faoofioo. At that time Turkey was not at war so the ships 
crtcrcd the Dardanelles under the Turkish flag— the Crescent — the 
German fittings, coats of arms and national emblems were dis- 
mantled. There was an international quarrel about the sale which 
was held to be illegal but Turkey quoted the example of two 
Turkish ships budding in Bn tub yards, which had been seized on 
the outbreak of war Anyhow, possession was nine points of the 


From that moment so far as inter national relations were con- 
cerned, Goeben and Bresbu ceased to exist They became known 
as Yawuz Selim (named after Sultan Selim the gnm) and Middle n 
they became the ornaments of the Turkish Navy They Here in the 
navy of a neutral — at that time — nation. Tney were in a very 
enviable position. And under those names they remained until 
the end of the war though the British Admiralty insisted upon 
calling them by the German names originally given them They 
flew the Crescent instead of the Eagle. 

Here is another commentary on the escape of Goeben this time 
from the House of Commons. On April 1*, 1919, Commander 
Bel lairs, who for years bad tried unsuccessfully to secure publica 
tion by the admiralty of the proceedings by court martial on 
Admiral Troubndge read to members of the House extracts from 
the findings, which he said, had been sent to him anonjmously 
He said that our Mediterranean forces at the time Here three battle 
ships, four armoured cruisers, four light cruisers and twelve 
destroyers. The battle-cruisers, each of which was eatable of tackling 
Goeben were ordered by the admiralty to patrol a line two hundred 
and fifty to three hundred miles from Messina into which Goeben 
had been chased. The four armoured cruisers were told by the 
admiralty 

“ It is of importance that the strength of the Mediterranean 
Fleet should not be reduced in the early stages of the war You 
arc to avoid bang brought to battle try a lupenor force of the 
enemy ” 

That order by the admiralty of which Mr Churchill was First 
Lord and Prince Louis of Batten berg (afterwards the Marquis of 
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Reports reached the Allies that she had limped into the 
Boiphorus, but that limp if such it was, did not finally cripple her 
She was soon out again making Herself a nu nance to vessels plying 
around the Straits. She was always an imposing sight squat, wide 
of beam* yet cutting the water into twin cascades before her bow 
The bone in her teeth was always very pronounced. It must be 
remembered that she was built in 1911 before streamlining was 
fully understood. When she moved as they sayr she moved So 
she went on her ways, swaggering out to menace shipping stealing 
bach after nightfall to avoid the superior force agitated wireless 
signals had brought until at lau came the great test. 

The unking of Breslau the end of a long partnership of (he 
sea-long as sea partnerships go in war days — Lame on Sunday 
January ~o, 1918. The account is given navy fashion in the 
official announcement from the admiralty on Tuesday night. At 
5 -to a rm, it says, when 11 M destrover Ls-ard was about two 
miles from the north-easterly point of Imbros (in the Aegean Sea) 
on patrol duty she sighted Breslau steaming in a northerly direction 
to the south-east of Cape kcphalo, shortly followed by Goebea 
about a mile astern. H»MS Lizard at once gave the alarm and 
opening fire proceeded to keep in as dose touch as possible wiih 
the enemy ships. Goebea and Breslau engaged Lizard at about 
eleven thousand yards, straddling her without hitting Goebea now 
sighted the monitors in husu Bay on the north-east corner of Imbros 
and engaged them. 

That is the beginning of the official narrative, but eye witnesses 
stones tdl more graphically the story of this epic engagement. 
Breslau continued to fight Lizard and so excellent was her gunfire 
at long range, that Lizard was prevented from closing in Every 
naval man s ideal in sea warfare is dose contact, to that the always 
problematic fire of big guns may be followed by the almost certain 
smash- up at close range by torpedo. A naval torpedo^ carrying 
death and mutilation behind its nose the tenuovc nose that 
detonates on impact, is the most terrible weapon of tea warfare. 
But it must be used at close range. A battleship travels at the 
speed of an express train nearly a mile a minute when under 
forced draught— a torpedo s maximum speed is thirty miles an 
hour Imagine the calculations necessary to make a hit. The 
tpced of the enemy ship, the speed of the attacking ship, the speed 
of the torpedo It is not to be forgotten that dozens of torpedoes 
arc at the bottom of the tea — they sink when the motor ceases to 
propd them — or that tome few exploded thcmtelvcs on desolate 
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And here arc the final iecna in the vtory of the Goebtn When 
the wot ilmcn aihorc it vvat found that the had hit no fewer than 
five mine* two In the Block Sea early in the war three during her 
attack on Bnddi *hip* outride the DardanclJc* in the »pnng of 1917 
In each cate vhc iuiiacd hull damage but her watertight comport 
menu in tome extraordinary mean* kept her afloat until the final 
engagement which earned her lira tiding Yet though the had been 
hit by dozen* of bomb* from the air during a ux-day attack, 
though the hod ton* of water made her when the war was over 
the made Conuanunoplc under her own ucara. 

And *0 that could well be the end of Geebca But it was not 
foe m July 193d, the vt earned proudly at the head of the Turkith 
Fleet to rc-occup) Irahro* and Fenedot liland* m the Aegean Sea, 
which were demilitarized under the Lautanne Strait* Convention 
and rc/oruficd under the Montreux Comenuon a fitting climax 
for an old tea rover 
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dcpnvcd of hi* money, jewel*, and paper*, clothed in wretched 
rag*, and shut up tn the Tower du Corn- 

On the following day May 2, 17.19, he wa* interrogated by M. 
Berryer, the lieutenant of police. Unlike many of bis cum, Berber 
wa* a man of feeling he promised to intercede for him with the 
marchioness, and w the meanwhile, he endeasoured to make him 
a* comfortable a* a man could be who wa* robbed of hi* liberty 
To make the time pan le** heavily, be gave him a comrade a 
Jew, a man of abilities, Abuzaglo by name, who wa* accused of 
being a secret British agent. The two captive* soon became 
friend* Abuzaglo had hope* of speedy liberation through the 
influence of the Prince of Conti, and he promised to obtain the 
exercise of that influence in behalf of his companion Latude, on 
hi* part, in case of hi* being first released, bound himself to strain 
every nerve to rescue Abuzaglo 

Ever on the watch to catch the conversation of the prisoner*, 
the Jailer* appear to have obtained a knowledge of the hope* and 
reciprocal engagement* of the friends. When Latude had been 
four month* at the Ba*tillc, three turnkey* entered and said that 
an or da wa* come to set him free. Abuzaglo embraced him, and 
conjured him to remember his promise. But no sooner had the 
joyful Latude crossed the threshold of hi* prison than he wa* told 
that be wa* only going to be removed to Vincennes. Abuzaglo 
wa* liberated shortly after, but believing that Latude wa* free, 
and had broken hi* word to him he ceased to take an interest 
in hi* fate. 

It is not wonderful that the health of Latude gave way under 
the pressure of grief and disappointment. M. Berrycr came to 
console him, removed him to the most comfortable apartment 
w the castle, and allowed him to walk daily for two hour* in the 
garden. But he did not cooccai that the marchioncsi wa* inflexible, 
and In co ns eq uence of this, the captive, who felt a prophetic fear 
that he wa* destined to perpetual imprisonment, resolved to malrr 
an attempt to escape. Nearly nine month* elapsed before he could 
find an opportunity to carry hi* plan into effect. The moment at 
length arrived. One of hi* fellow prisoner*, an nrrlrriaTtt/^ was 
frequendy visited by an abbe and this circumstance he 
the basis of hi* project. To succeed, it wa* necessary for Mrn 
to elude the vigilance of two turnkeys, who guarded him while 
he walked, and of four sentinels, who watched the outer doors 
and this was no easy matter Of the turnkeys, one often waited in 
the garden while tnc other went to fetch the prisoner Latude 
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the other sufferings of a prisoner He was accordingly told that 
he was taken into custody merely to ascertain by what means he 
had escaped He gave a candid account of the stratagem to which 
he had resorted, kit Instead of bang set free, as be had foolishly 
expected he was thrown into a dungeon, and subjected to the 
harshest treatment. 

Again his compassionate friend the lieutenant of police, came 
to hu relief He could not release him from his dungeon but 
did all that lay in his power to render it less wearisome. He 
condoled with him tried, but in vain to soften his tormentor, 
and as a loophole in the vault admitted light enough to allow 
of reading, he ordered him to be supplied with books, pens, ink 
and papa For six months these resources enabled Latude to 
bear his fate with some degree of fortitude. His patience was 
then exhausted, and he gave way to race and despair in the 
paroxysms of which he vented his angry feelings in epigrams and 
satirical vases. One of these compositions, which is certainly not 
deficient in bittancss, he was imprudent enough to write on the 
margin of a book which had been lent to him. Latude had 
taken the precaution to write this in a feigned hand but he was 
not aware that wheneva a prison a returned a book every page 
of it was carefully examined The radas discovered the epigram, 
and took the volume to John Lcbcl the governor who dutifully 
hastened to lay it before the marchioness. Ha fury was extreme. 
Sending for M Borya, she exclaimed to him, in a voice half 
smothered with passion See here! learn to know the man for 
whom you arc so much interested and dare again to solicit my 
clemency 1” 

Eighteen dreary months passed away, during which Latude 
was strictly confined to his dungeon scarcely hairing the sound 
of a human voice. At last M. Berrya took upon himself the 
responsibility of removing him to a betta apartment, and even 
allowing him to have the attendance of a servant. A young 
man, named Cochar was found willing to undertake the 
monotonous and soul -depressing task of bang domestic to a 
prisoner He was gentle and sympathizing, and in so far was 
qualified for his office but nc had miscalculated his own 
strength, and the weight of the burden he was to bear He 
drooped and in a short time he was stretched on the bed of mortal 
sickness. Fresh air and liberty might have saved him. Those, 
however, he could not obtain, for it was a rule that the fate of 
anyone who entered into the service of a pnsona, became linked 
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cord, two Udders, one of wood, from twenty to thirty feet in 
length, and another of rope one hundred and eighty to remove 
several iron bars from the chimney and to bore a hole in one 
night through a wall many feet thick at a distance of only fifteen 
feet from a sentinel It was necessary to create the articles I have 
mentioned to accomplish our escape, and we had no resource but 
our own hands. It was necessary to conceal the wooden and the 
rope ladder of two hundred and fifty steps, a foot long and an 
inch thick, and several other prohibited particulars, in a prisoner s 
room, though the officers, accompanied by the turnkey paid us 
a visit many times a week, and honoured our persons with a strict 
examination. 

You must have been confined in the BasuJIc to know how 
wretches are treated there. Figure to yourself ten years spent in 
a room without seeing or speaking to the prisoner over your head. 
Many times have there been immured the husband, the wife, and 
a family of children for a number of years, without either appre 
hen ding that a relation was near You never hear any news mere 
let the king die, let the ministry be totally changed you are not 
told a syllable of the matter The officers, the surgeon the 
turnkeys say nothing to you but “Good morning I r Good 
evening I Do you stand in need of anything? 

There is a chapel, in which is daily performed one mass, and 
on holidays and Sundays three. In the chapel arc five little closets 
the prisoner is placed in one of these, when the magistrate give* 
him leave to be present at the celebration of that ceremony he is 
taken back after the elevation, so that no pnest ever view* the face 
of a prisoner and the latter never sec* more than the back of the 
priest. M. Benyer had granted me permission to hear mass on 
Sundays and Wednesdays, and had allowed the same liberty to 
my companion He had given that leave also to the prisoner who 
lodged above us. I had observed that this prisoner never made 
any noise did not so much as move his chair nor even cough, etc. 
He went to mass on our days, descended the first, and returned 
upstairs after us. My mind being constantly intent on my scheme 
of escaping I told my companion that 1 had a mind to take a view 
of the stranger s room at our return from mass and I desired 
him to forward my wish by putting his tweezer ease in his 
handkerchief and when we had regained the second story to 
contrive, by pulling out his handkerchief that the tweezer ease 
should fall down the stairs to the greatest distance possible and 
that be should desire the turnkey who usually attended us, to 
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As soon as we had supped we pulled one hinge from our 
table with that vve took up a ulc from our floor and set about 
digging so successful!) that in six hours we performed it, and 
found that there were two floors three feet distant from each 
other From this moment we considered our escape as a certainty 
We replaced the tile, which had no appearance of having been 
removed. Next day 1 broke our steel and made a penknife of it 
and with this instrument we formed handles to the hinges of 
our table we gave an edge to each. Then we unravelled two 
of our shirts, having ripped them to the hems, drawing out one 
thread after the other We braided these strings together made 
a certain number of clews of an equal length and the clews bang 
finished we divided them in two which formed two large bottoms 
there were fifty threads in each bottom sixty feet long We then 
twisted them and formed a rope fift) five feet long and with the 
wood they brought us for firing made twenty rounds, which 
connected by the rope became a ladder twenty feet long 

At last we began the most difficult undertaking— the removal of 
the iron bars from the chimne) To accomplish this, we fastened 
our rope ladder with a uaght to the end of it and by means of 
the steps, supported ourselves while we displaced the oars. In a 
few months we loosened them all but restored them to thar places, 
ready to be removed at any time we wanted them- This was a 
troublesome piece of work We never descended without bloody 
hands and our bodies were so bruised m the chimney that we 
could not renew our toil for an hour afterwards. This labour 
over, we wanted a wooden ladder of twenty feet, from the trench 
to reach the parapet, where the guards are posted, and that way to 
enter the governor s garden. Every day they gave us wood for 
firing, about twenty inches long We still wanted blocks and many 
other things, and our two hinges were not fit for these purposes, 
much less to saw billets. In a few hours, with the other fragment 
of the steel I made an excellent saw from an iron candlestick 
With the penknife, the hinges, and the saw we began to shape 
and smooth our billets, to make at each end a kina of joint or 
mortice, and tenons to fix in one another with two boles, one 
to recave a round and one a peg, to prevent thar shaking, and 
as fast as we finished a part of our ladder we concealed it between 
the two floors. With these implements we made a pair of com- 
passes, a square, a reel blocks, steps, etc. 

As the officers and turnkeys often entered our apartment in 
the daytime, when we least expected them we were obliged not 
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chimney on the platform of the Bastille, to descend thence into 
the trench, to get up the parapet, and enter the governor s garden, 
to descend again by mean* of our wooden ladder, or another into 
the great trench by the gate of Sl Anthony, the spot that was to 
bleu us with our liberty We required, besides, a dark stormy 
night yet a dreadful cnl might intervene it might happen to rain 
from five in the evening till nine oc ten and then the weather 
might become fair In Out ease, the sentinels walking round the 
Bastille from one post to another would see us, and not only all our 
toil would be lost, but instead of receiving consolation, we should 
be sent to the dungeon, and while the marchioness continued in 
power, be watched with additional rigour We were much alarmed 
with the apprehension of this danger but by reflecting on it, I 
discovered the means of us removal 1 informed my companion 
that since the building of this wall the Sane had overflowed at 
least three hundred times that its waters must have dissolved the 
salts contained in the mortar the depth of half an inch every time, 
and that consequently it would be easy for us to perforate a hole 
in it, by which we might escape witn leu hazard. In order to 
obtain a gimlet, we could draw a screw out of our bedstead to 
which we would fix a good cross handle and with it might make 
some holes in the joining of the stones, to suck m them our iron 
bars, by which we might remove more than five tons waght with 
the purchase of the lever and so might easily pierce the wall that 
separates the trench of the Bastille from that of St. Anthony s gate. 
There would be a thousand times leu risk in issuing by this 
method, than by getting out on the parapet, and passing under 
the very noses of the sentinels, etc. KL D Alegre agreed to this, 
and said, that should we be foiled in this perforation it would be 
still leu hazardous than to scale a corner of the wall, os we had 
heretofore intended by the parapet, — a resource that would be 
left us should our other attempt be frustrated by insurmountable 
obstacles. Accordingly we made wrappers for our iron bars, we 
drew out the bed- screw and made a gimlet of it in short, when 
our apparatus was ready, though the river had overflowed and 
the water was three or four feet deep in each trench, we resolved 
to depart the next evening, February 25 1756 

Besides my trunk, I had a large leathern portmanteau and 
not questioning that all the clothes on our backs would be soaked 
by working m the water, we filled this portmanteau with a mm . 
pletc nut, not omitting the best of every article left us. Next day, 
ai soon ai we had dined, we fitted up our great ladder with its 
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ESCAPE FlOU THE EAITILLE 2^3 

mdc all our other parcel*, 1 ued ray thigh securely to the rope 
of the block, got on the ladder and in proportion as I descended its 
step*, my comrade let out the tope of the block bur norwith 
standing this precaution every umc 1 moved my body resembled 
a kite dancing in the air, so that had thi* happened D) daylight, 
of a thousand persons who might have seen me reeling, not one 
but would ha\c given me over for lost, )ct I arrived safe lq the 
trench. 

Immediately my companion lowered my portmanteau the iron 
bars, the wooden ladder and all our equipage which l placed 
high and dry on a Little rising above the surface of the water at 
the foot of tnc tower He next fastened the rope of the block at 
the other end above his knee and when he had given me a signal 
I performed the same rruntruv re below which he had done for me 
above, to sustain me in die air and prevent a falL I took the further 
precaution to place the last step under my thigh* b) sitting on it 
to spare him the disagreeable vibrauon which l had experienced. 
He cot down to me though, during the whole lime the sentinel 
could Dot be above thirty feet from us, walking on the corridor 
as it did not ram which prevented our mounting thither to get 
into the garden according to our first plan. We were therefore 
obliged to make use of our iron bars I took one of them with the 
gimlet, on my shoulder and ray companion the other We pro- 
ceeded directly to the wail that parts the trench of the bastille from 
that of St. Anthony s gate between the garden and the governor s 
house. There was in this place a small trench six feet wide and 
about four feet deep, which wetted us up to the armpits. 

At the moment that I began with my gimlet to bore a hole 
between two stones to insert our levers, tnc major s round passed 
us with the great lantern but twelve feet at most over our nends. 
To conceal ourselves we stood up to the chin in water and when 
it was gone 1 soon made two or three small holes with my gimlet 
and in a short ume we got a large stone out. We then attacked a 
second and a third stone. The second watch passed us, and we 
again slipped into the water up to our chins. We were obliged 
to perform this ceremony regularly every half-hour that we were 
disturbed by the watch Before midnight we had displaced two 
wheelbarrows of stones, and in a few hours had made a breach 
m the wall which 11 four feet and a half thick. 1 immediately bade 
D Alegre co out and wait for me on the other side, and should 
I meet with any misfortune in fetching the portmanteau to flee 
at the least noise Thanks to heaven I I got it without any 
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ESCAPE FROM Till BASTILLE 2^5 

was nearly of hii own age, and with some old papers relam c to 
a lawsuit, and dressed as a servant Latude departed. He went 
on foot a few leagues from Pam, and then took the diligence for 
Valenciennes. He was so era l times stopped, searched and 
Questioned, and on one occasion was in imminent danger of being 
detected. By dint, however, of niching to his story that be was 
carrying law papers to his master s breSher at Amsterdam, he got 
safely to Valenciennes, at which town he removed into the stage Tor 
Brussels. He was walking when they reached the boundary post 
which marks the frontier Line of France and the Netherlands. My 
feelings, said he, got the better of my prudence, I threw myself 
on the ground, and hissed it with transport. At length, thought 
I 1 can breathe without fear I My companions, with astonishment, 
demanded the cause of this extravagance. I pretended that just at 
the very moment m a proceeding )car 1 had escaped a great danger 
and that I always expressed my gratitude to Providence by a similar 
prostration when the day came round. 

Latude had appointed D Alegre to meet him at the Hotel dc 
Coffi in Brussels. Thither be went immediately on his arrival 
but there disappointment and sorrow awaited hum The landlord 
at first denied any knowledge of D Alegre, and when further 
pressed he hesitated and became extremely embarrassed. Tim was 
enough to convince the inquirer that his friend had been seized 
and tnc conviction was strengthened by his having heard nothing 
from him, though D Alegre knew the moment when hii companion 
would reach Brussels. As his friend could be arrested on the 
Austrian territory it was obvious that Latude could not remain in 
it without danger, and with a heavy heart, he resolved to fiy 
instantly from this inhospitable sod. He secured a place in the 
canal boat, which was that night to proceed to Antwerp), In the 
course of the voyage, he learned the fatal truth from a fdlovv 
passenger He was told that one of the two prisoners escaped 
from the Bastdle had arrived at the Hotel dc Coffi had been 
apprehended by a police officer and had been ultimate!) sent 
under a strong escort to Lille, and there delivered into the custody 
of a French exempt and, moreover that all thu was kept as secret 
as possible, in order not to alarm the other fugitive, the search after 
whom was earned on with such activity that he must inevitably 
fall into the hands of his pursuers. 

Believing that if he went on immediately to Amsterdam he 
would find there an officer of the police waiting to seize him he 
directed his steps to Bergen op- Zoom. But now another trouble fell 
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he said, Do not weep I will never abandon vou 1 am not rich 
it it true, but my heart it good we vail do the best we can for )uu 
ami v ou will be satisfied. 

Tea h on t underground habitation was divided by a partition 
into two roomt, one of which served at kitchen while the other 
Was at once shop, titling room and bedroom. Though the narrow 
tenement wa* already crowded Terr Kent contrived to make a 
deeping place for Latude in a large closet and he and hit wife 
cheerfully gave him a mattress from t hear own l*d Not content 
with feeding and lodging the fugitive Teerhost strove to divert 
him from melancholy thoughts, b) taking him wherever there was 
an) thing that could amuic him. Hit charitable clToru were but 
pomall) successful, for die mind of Lotude was deeply saddened 
by hu own precan out situation, and uill more b) hit incessantly 
brooding over and regretting the fate of D Alegre 

Though Latude had found no tympathy in Martin he was 
more fortunate m another of hit countrymen Louit Clcrguc a 
native of Martacnac where the fugitive war born Rich and 
compassionate CJcrguc gave Latude a room m hit house, made 
him a constant partaker of hit table and furnished lum with 
clothes and linen. The linen was not the least acceptable of I lie sc 
gifts, for Latude had been forty days without a change of it 
Clcrguc also assembled his fncnds to hear the story of his guest 
and to consult what could be done for him. They were all of 
opinion that Latude had nothing to fear as neither the States- 
General nor the people of Amsterdam would ever consent to 
deliver up a persecuted stranger who had conhdingl) thrown 
himself on their protection. Even Latude himself began to believe 
that at last be was safe. The unfortunate man was soon woefully 
undeceived. Not for a moment had his pursuers slackened in the 
chase, not a single precaution had they neglected that could lead 
to success. In aid or the subaltern agents, the French ambassador 
had also exerted himself. By representing the fugitive as a 
desperate m a lef a ct or he had obtained the consent of the States to 
arrest him. Calumny was one of the weapons uniformly employed 
against prisoners, m order to insulate them from their fellow 
creatures, by extinguishing pity But in this instance there seems 
reason for believing that bribery was an auxiliary to calumny The 
expense of following up the fugitive was no less than nine thousand 
pcxinds sterling, a sum for which it is Impossible to account, with- 
out supposing that much of it was expended in bribes. 

Though Latude had changed his name and the address to 
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Austrian governments must bear the shame of hasing been ready 
instruments of the persecutors. It is, however doubtful whether 
had those governments acted otherwise the fugitives would have 
escaped. To effect Lncir purpoie the emissaries of the Bastille did 
not scruple to violate the territory of foreign powers. In 1752, M 
Benin dc Fretaux was earned oil from Digland He was secretly 
seized at Marylcbonc put on board ship at Gravesend and con 
veyed to the Bastille where he died after having been confined 
for twenty seven years. Even foreign subjects were not safe The 
publisher of a Leyden Gazette having printed a satire on Louis 
MV he was kidnapped in Holland conveyed to the rock of St. 
Michael on the Norman coast and shut up in a cage till he died 

At two in the morning on June 9 1756, the jailers of Latude 
came to remove him Round his body they fastened a orong 
leathern belt, on which were two large rings fastened by padlocks. 
Through these nngs his hands were passed, so that his arms 
w’crc pinioned down to his sides without the power of motion. He 
was then conveyed to a boat into the foulest corner of which he was 
thrown. As he could not feed himself the office of feeding him 
was committed to two men they were so horribly filthy that he 
refused for four and-twenty hours to take nourishment from them 
Force was then employed to make him cat. They brought him a 
piece of beef swimming in gravy, they took the meat in their hands, 
and thrust it into his mouth, they then took some bread which 
they steeped in the grease, and made him swallow it in a similar 
manner 

The mode of confinement by the belt was absolute torture to 
the prisoner At length thanks to the compassionate interference 
of a servant on board who declared that if no one else would, he 
would himself cut it, the belt was removed, and Latude was 
indulged by bang only handcuffed on the right arm, and chained 
to one of his guards. When they arrived at Lille, St, Marc halted 
foe the night, and sent the prisoner to the town jail, where he was 
bolted to the chain of a deserter, scarcely nineteen, who had been 
told that he was to be hanged on the morrow The despairing 
youth spent the night in trying to convince him that he, too, would 
be hanged, and m proposing Out they should elude a public ex ecu 
non by strangling themselves with their shirts. For the remainder 
of the journey, Latude, with his legs ironed travelled In a carnage 
with Sl Marc, who took the precaution of carrying pistols, and 
had likewise an armed servant by the side of the vehicle, whose 
orders were to shoot the captive if he made the slightest motion 
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Austrian governments must bear the shame of having been ready 
instruments of the persecutor!. It is, however doubtful whether 
bad those governments acted otherwise, the fugitives would have 
escaped To effect tneir purpose the emissaries of the Bastille did 
not scruple to violate the territory of foreign powers. In 1752, M 
Benin dc Fretaux was earned oil from England He was secretly 
seized at Marylcbonc, put on board ship at Gravesend and con 
vcyxd to the Bastille where he died alter having been confined 
for twenty seven years. Even foreign subjects were not safe The 
publisher of a Leyden Gazette having pnrncd a saure on Louis 
\ 1 V he was kidnapped in Holland conveyed to the rock of St. 
Michael on the Norman coast and shut up in a cage till he died. 

At two in the morning on June 9 1756, the jailers of Latude 
came to remove him. Hound his body they fastened a strong 
leathern belt, on which were two large rings fastened bv padlocks. 
Through these rtngs his hands were passed so that nis arms 
were pinioned down to his sides without the power of motion He 
was then conveyed to a beat into the foulejt corner of which he was 
thrown. As he could not feed himself the office of feeding him 
was committed to two men they were so horribly filthy that he 
refused for four and-tvventy hours to take nourishment from them 
Force was then employed to make him cat. They brought him a 
piece of beef swimming in gravy, they took the meat in their hands, 
and thrust it uuo his mouth they then took some bread which 
they steeped in the grease, and made him swallow it in a similar 
manner 


The mode of confinement by the belt wai absolute torture to 
the prisoner At length thanks to the compassionate interference 
of a servant on board who declared that if no one else would he 
would himself cut it, the belt was removed, and Latude was 
indulged by being only handcuffed on the right arm, and chained 
to one of ms guards. When they arrived at Lille, St. Marc halted 
for the night, and sent the prisoner to the town jail, where he was 
bolted to the chain of a deserter scarcely nineteen, who had been 
told that he was to be hanged on the morrow The despairing 
youth spent the night in trying to convince him that he, too, would 
be hanged, and in proposing that they should elude a public ex ecu 
don by strangling themselves with their shirts. For the remainder 
of the journey Latude, with his legs ironed, travelled in a carnage 
with St. Marc, who took the precaution of carrying pistols, and 
had likewise an armed servant by the side of the vehicle, whose 
orders were to shoot the captive if he made the slightest motion. 
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nmc to cat with me from the dish or off the same plate but 1 
found this unpleasant, and was soon forced to find them a dish 
for themselves, on account of their slovenly habits. They became 
so tame that they allowed me to scratch llunr necks, and appeared 
pleased when I did so but they would never permit me to touch 
them on the hade Sometimes 1 amused myself with mating them 
play and joining in their gambols. Occasionally 1 threw them a 
piece of meat, scalding hot the most eager ran to seize it burned 
themselves, cncd out and left it while the less greedy who had 
waited patiently took it when it was cold and escaped into a 
comer, where they divided thar pnze Sometimes I made them 
jump up by holding a piece of bread or meat suspended in the 
air f In the course of a year his four footed companions increased 
to twenty-six. Whenever an intruder appeared he met with a 
hostile reception from the old slanders, and had to fight his way 
before he could obtain a fooung Latude endeavoured to familiarize 
a spider but in this he was unsuccessful 

Another source of comfort was unexpectedly opened to the 
solitary captive Among the straw which was brovgnt (or his bed 
he found a piece of elder and he conceived the idea of convening 
it mto a sort of flageolet. This, however was a task of no easy 
accomplishment, for hu hands were fettered and he had no tools. 
But necessity u proverbially inventive. He succeeded in getting 
off the buckle which fastened the waistband of hu breeches, and 
bending it into a kind of chisel by means of hu leg irons and 
with this clumsy instrument, after the labour of many months, lie 
contrived to form a rude kind of musical pipe. It was probably 
much mfenor to a child s whistle but hu delight when he had 
completed it was extreme the feeling was natural and the sounds 
must have been absolute harmony to hu ear Though hu flageolet 
and hu animal companions made hu lonely hours somewhat less 
burdensome, and at moments drew bis attention wholly from 
maddening thoughts, the longing for liberty would perpetually 
recur ana he racked hu mind for plans to shake off hu chains. 
The thought occurred to him, that if he could be fortunate enough 
to suggest some plan which would benefit the state it might be 
rcpaidby the gift of freedom. At that time the non-commissioned 
military officers were armed only with halberds, which could be 
of no use but in dose engagement. La tucle proposed to substitute 
m u s kets for the halberds, and thus make effective at least twenty 
thousand men. But how was he to communicate hu idea to the 
king and the ministers? He had neither pen, ink, nor paper 
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dcfluxkm from his nostrils, had split his upper bp ami destroyed 
hts front teeth his eyes were endangered from tne same causes, 
and from frequent weeping, his head was often suddenly afrccted 
by a sort of apoplectic stroke, and his limbs were racked by cramp 
and rheumatism. Hope was extinct, intense agony of mind and 
body rendered existence insufferable and the unhappy victim 
resolved to throw off a burden which he could no longer txar No 
instrument of dcstrucuon being within reach he tried to effect 
his purpose by starving himself and for a hundred and thirty three 
hours he obstinately persisted in refusing all food. At last his jailers 
wrenched open his mouth, and frustrated his design StiU bent 
on dying he contrived to obtain and secrete a fragment of broken 
glass, with which he opened four of the large veins. During the 
night he bled till Ufc w js all but extinct. Once more however he 
was snatched from thc^rave, and he now suiJcnJy resigned himself 
to await his appointed time. 

After be nad been confined a considerable time longer a 
fortunate overflowing of the Seine occasioned his removal The 
turnkey complained heavily that he was obbgcd to walk through 
the water to the prisoner and La rude was in consequence removed 
to an apartment in the tower of La Comte. It had no chimney 
and was one of the wont rooms in the tower but it was a paradise 
when compared with the pestiferous hole from which he had 
emerged. Yet so strong is the yearning for society that, gladdened 
as he was by fus removal he could not help bitterly regretting the 
lots of his so ci a b le rats. As a substitute for them he tried to catch 
some of the pigeons which perched on the window and by means 
of a noose formed from thrads drawn out of his linen he finally 
su cceeded in snaring a male and female. He tried every means 
to console them for the loss of liberty He assisted them to make 
their nest and to feed thar young, his care and attention equalled 
their own. They seemed sensible of this and repaid him by every 
possible mark of affection. As soon as this reciprocal understand 
mg bad been established, he occupied himself entirely with them. 
How he watched thar actions, and enjoyed their expressions of 
tenderness 1 He lost himself entirely while with them and in his 
dreams continued the enjoyment. 

This pleasure was too great to be lasting He had been placed 
In his present apartment because it was under the care of a brutal 
turnkey named Daragon, who had been punished for Latude s 
former escape and cherished a rankling feeling of revenge. It 
was Daragon who purchased the gram for the pigeons, and for 
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dc fluxion from hu nostrils, had split Kis upper lip and destroyed 
hu front teeth, his eyes were cn uangcrcd from Uic same causes, 
and from frequent weeping, his head was often suddenly affected 
by a sort of apoplectic stroke and hn limbs were racked Dy cramp 
and rheumatism. Hope was extinct interne agony of mind and 
body rendered existence insufferable and me unhappy vicum 
resolved to throw otf a burden which he could no longer war No 
instrument of destruction bang within reach he tried to effect 
hu purpose by starving himself and for a hundred and thirty three 
hours he obstinately persisted in refusing all food. At last hu jailers 
wrenched open hu mouth and frustrated his design. Still bent 
on dying he contused to obtain and secrete a fragment of broken 
glass, wnb which he opened four of the large sans. During the 
night he bled till life was all but extinct. Once more however he 
was snatched from the grave, and he now sullenly resigned himself 
to await his appointed ume. 

After he had been confined a considerable time longer a 
fortunate overflowing of the Sane occasioned hu removal. The 
turnkey complained heavily that he was obliged to walk through 
the water to the prisoner, and Latude was in consequence removed 
to an apartment in the tower of La Comte. It had no chimney 
and was one of the worst rooms in the tower but it was a paradise 
when compared with the pestiferous hole from which he had 
emerged, let so strong is die yearning for society that, gladdened 
as he was by hu removal he could not help bitterly regretting the 
loss of hu sociable rau. As a substitute for them he tried to catch 
some of the pigeons which perched on the window and by means 
of a noose formed from thread* drawn out of hu linen he finally 
suc ceeded in snaring a male and female. He tried every mean* 
to console them for the loss of liberty He a suited them to make 
their nest and to feed lhar young nis care and attention equalled 
their own. They seemed sensible of thu and repaid him by every 
possible mark of affection As soon as thu reciprocal understand 
mg had been established be occupied himself entirely with them. 
How he watched their actions, and enjoyed their expressions of 
tenderness! He lost himself entirely while with them and in hu 
dreams continued the enjoyment. 

Thu pleasure was too great to be lasting He had been placed 
w hu present apartment because it was under the care of a brutal 
turnkey named Daragon who had been punished for Latude s 
former escape, and cherished a rankling feeling of revenge. It 
Was Daragoa who purchased the grain for the pigeons, and for 
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death of hu father The vcnuncl who guarded htm had -erved 
under hu father but dul not know that the prisoner was the urn 
of hu old oilictr Latude was overwhelmed by thu fatal mtclh 
gen e and he fainted on the ipot HU mother still lived but she 
too, was unking into the grave from gnef. It was in rain that in 
the roost pathetic language she repeated!) implored the marchioness 
to have mercy on the captive tier pra)crs mi & ht have moved a 
heart of ilmu but they had no cllcct on Madame dc Pompadour 
Cut the horrors cf imprisonment were n« enough to be inflicted 
on bun lie was made dsc victim of calumny arul a stain was fixed 
upon his character To get rid of imjwrmnm m hu behalf the 
men in orfttc rephed to hu advo^tes, beware how )ou solicit 
the pardon of that miscreant, ^ou would shudder if vou knew 
the crimes he lias committed. 

Thus goaded almost to madness, it is not to be wondered at 
that he was eager to take vengeance on his persecutors. Since the 
heart of Madame sic Pompadour was inaccessible to pit) he 
determined that it should at least fed the sungs of mortification 
and rage His plan was to draw un a memorial eipoung her 
character and to address it to La Beaumcllc who had himself 
tasted the rigours of the Uasullc. He had only to place in trusts 
hands the true history of her birth and infamous life with all live 
particulars of which he was well acquainted. In depriving him of 
existence she would dread hu d)ing word* and even from the 
tomb he would still be an object of terror to her There was 
nothing then to restrain the blow with which he had the power of 
crushing her The faithful friends who were to become the 
depositaries of hu vengeance m apprising her of the danger would 
merely give her a single moment to escape it bv doing him justice 
It was while he was walking on the platform of the Bastille that 
he formed dm chimerical project for chimerical it was, there 
being scarcely a probability that any one would have courage 
enough to second hu attack on the potent and vindictive 
marchioness. Having calculated the distance between the top of the 
tower and the street of St. Anthony on which he looked down he 
perceived to Bing a packet into the street. Nothing of this kind 
could, however be done while he was closely watched by Falconet, 
the aid- major, and a sergeant both of whom always attended him 
in hu walk. Falconet was insufferably garrulous, particularly in 
hu own exploit!, and Latude hoped to disgust him by perpetual 
sarcasm and contradiction He succeeded »n silencing him but 
Falconet sull clung to him like hit shadow To tire him out 
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tfnall bris of dry wood and lighted hu lamp. The first view of the 
light threw him he says, into a delirium of joy The condensed 
smoke he collected on the bottom of a plate and in six hours he 
had sufficient for his purpose. But here he was stopped short, 
and ail his trouble seemed likely to be thrown a wav for the fight 
and oil) black Boated on the water instead of mixing with il He 
got over this by affecting to have a violent cold The prison 
apothecary sent turn some syrup and Latude employed it to render 
the lamp-black miscible with water 

Thus provided with materials for writing Latude sat down 
to compose his work. My whole heart arid soul were in it 
u)i he, and I steeped my pen in the gali with which they were 
overflowing Having completed the history of his persecutor he 
wrote a letter of instructions to La Beau me He, another to a friend, 
the Chevalier de Mchegan in case of La Bcaumellc bang absent 
and a thud to his two female friends, in which he directed than 
how to proceed and entreated them to exert themselves in his 
behalf The whole of the papers he packed up in a leathern bag 
which he formed out of the lining cu a pair of breeches. As the 
packet was rather bulky and the carrying of it about his person 
was dangerous, he was anxious to get n d of it as soon as possible. 
Some lime, however elapsed before he could catch sight of his 
friendly neighbours. At length one of them saw nu signal, 
descended into the street, and caught the packet. Three months 
and a half passed away during which he frequently saw them. 
They teemed to be pleased with something that related to him but 
he was unable to comprehend their signs. At last, on April 18 
1764, they approached the window ana displayed a roll of paper 
on which was written in large characters, “'Hie Marchioness of 
Pompadour died yesterday 

I thought l saw the heavens open before me I exclaimed 
Latude. His oppressor was gone, and he felt an undoubting 
^confid e nce that nn liberation would immediately follow as a 
necessary consequence. He was cruelly undccaved. After some 
days had passed over, he wrote to the lieutenant of police and 
cl aim ed his freedom. Sard nr had given strict orders to all the 
officers of the Bastille, to conceal the death of the marchioness, 
and he Instand y hurried to the prison to discover how the news 
had reached Latude. He summoned the prisoner into his presence, 
and harshly questioned him on the subject. Latude perceived that 
a disclosure might be prejudicial to the kind females, and with 
equal firmness and honour he refused to make iL The avowal 
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tenure* and a sergeant, who oerer q mi red hi* ode for an instant, 
but he determined to make a bold attempt. By a violent puth of 
hu elbow* he threw of! the sentries, then ptuhed down the sergeant, 
and darted past a thud sentry who did not perceive him nil he 
wa* gene by All four let up the 07 of Seize him! and Lai ude 
joined in U mil mote loudly, pointing with hi* finger to mis- 
lead the pursuer*. There remained only one sentry to elude but 
he wa* on the alert, and unfortunately knew him. Presenting his 
bayonet, be threatened to lull the prisoner if he did not stop. 

“My dear Chenu, said be to him, “you are incapable of 
such an action, your orders are to arrest, and not to kill me. 
He had slackened ha pace, and came up to him slowly a* soon as 
he was close to him he sprang upon hu musket, and wrenched it 
from him with such violence that he was thrown down in the 
struggle. Laiudc jumped over ha body, flinging the musket to a 
distance of ten paces, lest he should fire it after him, and once more 
he achieved ha liberty 

Favoured by the log, Latude contrived to hide himself in the 
park ull eight, when he sealed the wall, and proceeded by bywa)s 
to Pari*. He sought a refuge with the two kind female* to whom he 
had entrusted ha pekeL They were the daughter* of a hair 
dresser named Lebrun. The asylum for which he asked was 
granted in the kindest m a nner They procured for him some 
linen and an apartment in the bouse, gave him fifteen fivre* which 
they had savcu, and supplied him with food from all their own 
m eal *. The papa* confided to them they had endeavoured, but 
in vain, to deliver to the person* for whom they were intended, two 
of those persotu were absent from France the third was recently 
mamed, and hu wife, on hearing that the packet was from the 
Bastille, would not suffer her husband to receive 1 l 

Latude wa* out of prison but he was not out of danger He 
was convinced that to w hates a quarter he might bend hu steps, 
U would be neat to impossible to elude M. dc Sartine, who d> 
mean* of hu spies was omnipresent. In this emergency he deemed 
it prudent to conciliate hi* persecutor, and he accordingly wrote 
a letter to him, entreating forgiveness for insult* offered in a 
moment of madness, promising future silence and submission, and 
pathetically imploring him to become hi* protector Thu overture 
had no result. He tried the Influence of various person*, among 
whom wa* the Prince of Conn but everywhere he wa* met by the 
prejudice which Sartine had raised against him, and to add to 
hi* alarm and vexation he learned that a strict search wa* making 
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informanon which he brought was not consolatory He had tned 
to move NL dc Sarunc and had found him inflexible Sarunc 
however, sent to oiler the prisoner his Libert) on condition that 
he would name the person who held his papers, and 
he pledged his honour that no harm should come to that person 
Latude knew him too well to trust him- He resolutely answered 
“I entered my dungeon an honest man, and I will die rather than 
leave it a dastard and a knave. 

Into the den where he was, as it were walled up no ray of 
light entered the air was never changed but at the moment when 
the turnkey opened the wicket the straw on which he lay was 
alwajs rotten with damp and the narrowness of the space scarcely 
allowed him room to move His health, of course rapidly declined 
and his bod) swelled enormously retaining in every part of it 
when touched the impression of the finger Such were his agonies, 
that he implored his keepers as an act of mere) to terminate hu 
existence. At last after having endured months of intense 
suffering he was removed to a nabnablc apartment, where hu 
strength gradually returned. 

Though his situation was Improved, he was still entirely secluded 
from society Hopeless of escape, he pondered on the means of 
at least opening an intercourse with his fellow prisoners. On the 
outer side of his chamber was the garden in which each of the 
prisoners, Latude alone bang excluded was daily allowed to 
walk by himself foe a certain time. Thu wall was five feet 
thick to that to penetrate it seemed almost as difficult as to escape. 
But what cannot time and perseverance accomplish! His only 
Instruments were a broken piece of a sword and an iron hoop 
of a bucket, which he had contrived to secrete, )et with these, 
by dint of twenty-six months labour he managed to perforate the 
mass of stone. The hole was made in a dark corner of the chimney 
and he stopped the intenor opening with a plug formed of sand 
and plaster A long wooden peg rather shorter than the hole 
was inserted into it, that, in ease of the external opening bang 
noticed and sounded, it might seem to be not more than three 
inches In depth. For a signal to the prisoner walking in the 
garden, he tied several pieces of wood so as to form a stick about 
nx feet long at the end of which hung a bit of riband The 
twine with which It was tied, was made from threads drawn out 
of his linen He thrust the stick through the hole, and succeeded 
in attracting the attention of a fellow-captive, the Baron dc Venae, 
who had bam nin et een years confined for having presumed to give 
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grass should still be visible, blockaded the outside with a blind 
like a mill- hopper >0 that nothing could be perceived but a narrow 
strip of sky But his situation was soon made far worse. In a fit 
of anger caused by his bang refused the means of writing to the 
lieutenant of police, be imprudently chanced to wish himself in 
his former cell again. He was taken at Ills word. On the follow 
log morning when he had forgotten his unguarded speech he was 
led back to his dark and noisome dungeon Few will believe 
si) s be, “that such inhuman jests could be practised in a civilized 
country 

\f dc Sartme bang now appointed minister of the marine was 
replaced by M 1c Notr It was some tune before La rude knew 
of this change, and be derived do benefit from it the new bead 
of the pobcc being the friend of Sartme. He wished to address 
the minister, but the maos were refused, and be again tasked 
his skill to remove the obstacle. The only light he enjoyed was 
when his food was brought to him. The turnkey then set down 
the lamp at the entrance of the wicket, and went away to attend 
to other business. Of the turnkey s short absence La tude availed 
himself to write a letter, it was written on a piece of his shirt, with 
a straw dipped in blood. His appeal was disregarded, and to 
prevent him from repeating it in the same manner, the governor 
ordered a socket for the candle to be fixed on the outside of die 
wicket so that only a few feeble rays might penetrate into the 
dungeon Dut the captive was not easily to be discouraged and 
besides, he took a delight in baffling his persecutors. He had 
remaining in a pomatum pot some oil, sent by the surgeon to 
alleviate the colic pains which were caused by the dampness of 
his abode. Cotton drawn from his stockings supplied him with a 
wick. He then twisted some straw into a rope which he coiled up 
and fastened in the shape of a bee hive. With another portion of 
straw he made a sort of sock five feet long, with a hit of linen 
at the end of it. The turnkey was always obliged to bong his 
food twice, and while he was fetching the secona portion, La tude 
thrust out the suck, obtaining a light from the candle, lighted his 
taper, and then closely covered it over with the bee-hive basket 
when he was left by rumseif he unhooded the lamp, and wrote a 
second letter with his own blood. The only result was to mak<- 
his pilers believe that he was aided by the prince of darkn/fy. 

It was not till La tude was again at death s door that he was 
removed from his dungeon On being taken out he fainted, and 
remained for a long while insensible. When he came to himself 
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were both of them sate prisoners, the hospital being occasionally 
concerted Into a jail by the ministers one was named St. Maglotrc, 
the other Uk: Baron dc Pnllcs, Latude introduced himself to 
them, and they promised him all the services in their power Dc 
Pnllcs possessed considerable influence with the officers of the estab- 
lishment and he exerted it so effectually that he obtained 
permission for Latude to be visited by his fellow-captives. He 
had, however enjoyed this comfort only for a short umc when 
Rougemont came and gave orders for ms bang placed in close 
and soli tar) confinement. 

Latude remained in seclusion for a considerable tune but at 
length, by dint of incessant remonstrances, dc Pnllcs induced the 
superiors of the hospital to allow his new fnend to talc his 
meals m the apartment of St. Bernard, one of his fellow prisoners. 
Another favour was soon after granted, he was permitted to talc 
some ex era sc in the smaller court, when all the inmates of the 
plate had been shut up for the night. It was then winter and at 
eight o clock the keeper led him to the court and when he was 
not disposed to walk with him he placed his lantern on a stone, 
and watched him through some holes purposely bored in the door 

Trifling as were these indulgences, the worthy monks had dis- 
obejed positive orders in allowing them. But they did not stop 
here. The head of the hospital Father Facio, was so deeply 
moved by the injustice done to the captive that he waited on 
M. dc Malcshcrbcs to intercede for him On his assuring the 
minister that the prisoner was submissive, doalc, and perfectly 
sane, his hearer who had been told that Latude was a furious 
madman was astonished and Indignant at having been deceived. 
He promised that he would speedily release him, and desired that 
he might in the meanwhile enjoy as much liberty as the hospital 
regulations would allow Unfortunately however for Latude 
Malcshcrbcs very shortly after ceased to be one of the ministers. 

Though he failed to obtain his freedom the situation of Latude 
was much ameliorated he might roam wherever he would 
within the bounds of the establishment. He derived additional 
comfort, from several of the sate prisoners bang now suffered to 
take their meals together, instead of having them separately in their 
apartments. The party thus formed admitted to their society 
several of the lunatics who had been liberally educated and were 
Harmless. One of these unfortunate men asserted himself to be 
tbc Divinity another claimed to be a son of Louis XV a third 
took a higher flight, and was the reigning monarch These aspiring 
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an interview with the Prince dc Bcauveau, to whom he related 
bis woeful story In his memorial he mentioned M dc Sartrne 
and though he intimates that he said nothing offensive we may 
doubt whether he manifested much forbearance The ministers 
now gave him peremptory orders to quit Paris, it is obvious that 
they were acquainted with his memorial and were irritated by 
it beyond measure- He had proceeded forty-three leagues on his 
journey to the south of France, when he was overtaken by an 
officer of police, who earned him back a prisoner to the capital 
Latudc was now taught that hitherto he had not reachal the 
lowest depth of misery, he was doomed to experience a bitter 
change, severer for severe. Till this time, his companions in 
suffering had been men with whom it was no disgrace to associate 
but in this instance be was tossed among a horde of the most 
abandoned ruffians on earth, he was immured in the Bic£tre, in that 
part of the jail which was appropriated to swindlers, thieves, 
murderers, and other atrooews criminals, the scum and off sc our 
mg of France. On his amval there, he was stripped, dad m the 
coarse and degrading prison attire, thrust into a dungeon and 
supplied with a scanty portion of bread and water 

He was now in the midst of wretches, who tormented him 
with questions as to what robberies and murders he had com- 
mitted boasted of thar own numerous crimes, and laughed at his 
pretending to innocence. “ I was condemned, says he, ‘‘ to endure 
thar gross and disgusting language, to listen to their unpnnapled 
projects, in short, to breathe the very atmosphere of vice? It was 
in vain that, to procure his liberation from this den of infamy be 
wrote to the friends who had res cu ed him from Charenton some 
of them were silenced by the old falsehood that he was a dangerous 
madman, and others were alienated by bang told that he had 
broken into the house of a lady of rank, and by threats had 
terrified her into giving him a large sum of money This last 
calumny stung him to the soul, and he wrote to M. dc Sartine to 
demand a trial, but his letter produced no other effect than the 
issuing of an order to take from him the means of writing Such 
accumulated injustice soured bis mind, and brooding over the 
hope of revenge, he assumed the name of Jedor m allusion to a 
dog so called, the figure of which be had seen on the gate of a 
citadel, with a bone between his paws, and underneath, as a motto 
I gnaw my bone, expecting the day when I may bite him who 
has bitten me. 

While the money lasted which Latudc had ralrm into the 
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cnomci by my unshaken constancy 1 was on the point of yield- 
ing to the intolaablc pain occasioned by the vermin which 
infested my person My dungeon was toully dark my eye 
sight was ncarl) extinguished and I tried in win to deliver 
myself from the m>nads of these noxious animals that assailed me 
at once the dreadful irritation made me tear m) flesh with my 
teeth and nails, until my whole l*xly became coecrcd with ulcers, 
insects generated in die wounds, and literally doomed me alive 
It was impossible lo sleep 1 was driven mad with agonv my 
sufferings were drawing to a close and death in us most horrid 
shape awaited me. 

Gloomy as appearances were the dawn of a brighter day was 
at hand. A providential occurrence which seemed calculated to 
destroy his last hope, was the cause of his redemption In 1781, 
the President dc Gourguc visited the Bicctrc heard the story of 
Laitxie desired that the prisoner would draw up a memorial and 
promised 10 exert hun-eif in hu behalf Latude wrote the memorial 
and entrusted it to a careless messenger who dropped it in the 
street. The packet was found by a )oung female \tadarac Legros, 
who earned on in a humble way the business of a mercer and 
whose husband was a private teacher The envelope being torn 
by lying in the wet and the seal broken she looked at the 
contents, which were signed “ Masers dc Latude a prisoner during 
thirty two years at the Bastille at Vincennes, and at the Biccire 
where be is confined on bread and water in a dungeon ten feet 
under ground. The gentle heart of Madame Legrot was shocked 
at the idea of the protracted agony which the prisoner must have 
suffered. After she had taken a copy of the memorial her hus- 
band who participated in ha feelings, earned it to the president. 
But the magistrate had been deemed by die falsehood that the 
captive was a dangerous, incurable lunatic and he advised them to 
desist from efforts which must be fruitless. Madame Leg r os, bow 
ever who had much good seme and acuteness, would not believe 
that the captive was mad she a gam read the memorial attentively 
and could perceive in it no indication of disordered intellect. She 
was firmly convinced that he was the victim of persecution and 
she resolved to devote ha time and faculties to his deliverance, 
Neva pahaps, was sublime benevolence so fully displayed 
as by this glorious woman whose Image ought to have been 
handed down to posterity by the painter s and sculptor s hand In 
the course of ha philanthropic struggles, she had to endure 
calumny and severe privations, she was reduced to sell ha 
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lost, a miserable pension of four hundred bvres (about /16) was 
assigned for his subsistence B) the renewed exertions ofhladatnc 
Legros, however the decree of exile was rescinded and he was 
allowed to remain at Paris, on condition of his never appearing in 
the coffee houses, on the public walks, or in anv place of puulic 
amusement. The government might well be ashamed that such 
a living proof of us injustice should be contemplated by the people. 

It was on March 2^ 178^ that Latude emerged uuo the world, 
from which he had for five and thirty )cars been secluded He and 
his noble minded benefactress were for a considerable time objects 
of general curiosity Happil) that cunosit) did not end in barren 
puy and wonder but proved beneficial to those who excited it. 
A subscription was raised, by which two annuities, each of /30a 
were purchased one for Latude the other for his deliverer 
Two other pensions of 600 Iivres and 100 crowns were soon after 
granted by individuals to Madame Legros, and a gold medal 
annually given as the pnze of virtue was unammoush adjudged to 
her by the French Academy The income of Latude also obtained 
some increase but it was not till 1793 that it received any addition 
of importance in that )car he brought an action against the heirs 
of the Marchioness dc Pompadour and heavy damages were 
awarded to him. Notwithstanding the severe shocks his frame had 
undergone, the existence of Latuac was protracted till 1805 when 
be died at the age of eighty 
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unknown the land has never been surveyed and so the judgment 
of distance 11 mainly a matter of guess v*. or k 

We started out in darkness and bitter cold. Tiger Man led 
the way as his custom was, and Bee Mason keeping a stern cvr 
00 the tiny brown mule that bore his camera rode at his heels, 
while Umo and 1 brought up the rear It was an eerie procession 
tapenng away into obscurity for nobody talked and the only 
indication of movement in the fore part of the column was a senes 
of significant noucs in the midst of a deep silence. Far tn front 
the inner bell clanked with weary monotony as though the horse 
disapproved of our hours of travel Bruacac bumped against dim 
tree trunks, un pbtes rattled and hopped hoots struck loudly 
against stones and roots, stirrup irons rattled at the touch of spurs, 
and at regular intervals Cos me s chicotc whistled and cracked till 
a bulhxk leaped at the sung of the descent 

Dawn appeared suddenly One moment everything was dark 
the next the world was clear much in the way of a train emerging 
from a tunnel Trees lost their air of black concentration ana 
took on individual forms. Birds shook their feathers and went 
noisily about their business. Nature was awake 

By nine o clock the sun was already high and the forest hummed 
with a hint of fiery majesty in store At ten the atmosphere was 
definitely hot horse flics buzzed along the path and fastened their 
stings into the necks of our mounts winch quivered under the 
visitation. At half past eleven there was stiU no water and Tiger 
Man decreed a halt for the animals were tired after eight hours 
of march and a stream seemed a« far away as ever At midday 
the sun 1 $ right overhead, blazing pitiless, seemingly immovable, 
and even in the thickest wood there is no shade cast so we slung 
a canvas awning across a pole, and by sweating beneath it on 
the ground. 

A long two leagues, said Umo, wiping his face. 

1 suppose we re on the right road said Tiger Man. The 
cacique was positive and we arc heading about west by the sun 
so we ought to reach the farm by night? 

He unshipped his water bottle from the saddle and passed it 
over to Umo who waved it away 

Thanks, Tiger Man he said M but I don t think l will 
Later perhaps. 

He ran a furtive tongue along his bps and smiled his attitude 
saying quite plainly 
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mv vuion became blurred and l confuted hi* figure with that of 
Tiger Man. erect bearded auntie a white horse in the manner 
of a crowding knight leading hu army through the wastes of 
Asu Minor— lor 1 could almost hear Tiger Man s deep b ty voice 
on a stricken field id the Ncthcrbnds 

M Let the poor blighter have il Thu u not mv first thirst 

Gradually ihe glare departed from the wood*, the insect 
orchestra broke oui ami just at the tun unk we heard a joyous 
had from the front 
"Water!" 

A stream deep-set in the earth dark and cool by reawn of Hi 
high ban let, ung and burb'ed over stonci, Wuh guttural, sobbing 
no nee, the animals sucked in great draughts, and their bellies 
heaved at the effort. Then it was that 1 saw the reason for that 
highly illuminating biblc story when Gideon look hu soldiers for 
a roulc march through the burden and heat of a day so that he 
might tcu their fitneu when they came to a river Tiger Man 
was on hu knees, but hu face was not buried In the curicnt He 
stooped two handfuls from die stream and stood upright watching 
tic animals. This tunc we took his advice, c\cn though it was 
unspoken and did not drink too deeply We were Beginning 
to learn 

A tew minutes later we came to I’acihqui a small ferule 
farmstead where the evening breeze rustled the tall spears of 
sugar cane and the drooping plumes of slender palm trees. The 
owner a Brazilian from Cuyaha received us cordially and sent 
us in the dour light of the last half hour of day to hu bathing 
pool in charge of hu son Thu tiny animal aged five was 
frankly exultant at escaping from hu brother aged two, and flirted 
outrageously with all ot us. He swam like a tadpole in the deep 
water shrieked hu delight when we jplashcd hun and with 
incredible strength threw boulders as big as his body in our 
dlrecuon When we returned after dark his small wet legs were 
clasped firmly round my neck and he was whipping my back tn 
an ecstasy 0 / horsemanship 

That evening when our stomachs had been filled and the 
frantic heat of the day was no more than a mirage in our minds, 
the Brazilian asked a favour of us. 

M There u a tiger in the neighbourhood he said One of 
ray servants shot it in the head when he was walking from Santo 
Corazon yesterday Unfortunately it did not die. Here 
Mmingol" 
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and he fingered hu weapon with the gentle touch of a lover A 
spot of oil in the breach block, another on the safety catch, yet 
another on the bayonet groove. He wiped and polished until 
the barrel shone. Suddenly he drew his bajonct snapped it into 
place cocked the nllc took ueady aim and clicked the trigger 
This he did 10 era 1 times unul satisfied with his experiments, he 
bid it down and turned in my direction 

” My life depends on my gun," he said. 1 treat it as care 
fully as I would a wife. 

4 How did )cm know 1 was awake? 1 asked. You gave 
no sign 

Three minutes ago 1 heard >ou turn over with a ugh The 
deep lound of )our breathing stopped and did not continue. As 
1 had no reason to suppose >oii dead. I concluded that you were 
watching me.” 

He rose from bis log and strode over to where the servants 
were sleeping He shook the leader awake leaving the rest to 
their dreams, and sent him through the cane fields for the horses. 
This anno)cd the ill favoured gentleman exceedingly and by nine 
o clock he had not returned. Cosnvi of the great chuote was 
despatched to find him and while Tiger Man paced the clearing 
in an ecstasy of professional indignation we lingered over our 
breakfast. 

"It 11 no use said Tiger Man almost weeping with rage. 
“The scent will be gone. We must start now, and on foot, or 
not at alL” 

Urno p^ked up hu ride. 

Very well. The horses shall follow us,” 

So the Indian was summoned and beaming all over he 
appeared with the uttered remnant of hu terriers, a flea-bitten 
white bitch and two brown dogs which bounced about in the 
dust and yelped appreciation of our rifles. The Indian set off 
wuh easy grace at a round six miles an hour hu shoeless feet 
making absolutely no sound on the forest path. Tiger hfan kept 
five paces behind him, hu Stetson stiff and erect his arms swing- 
ing with Urno at his heels while 1 brought up the rear Once 
Tiger Man turned. 

Please keep your distance, he said If a tiger charges 
you won t have room to swing your nllc. 

Thus we learned the meaning of Indian file. 

Our guide had told us that the scene of action by a bare league 
ahead, but once again we discovered the charming modesty of 
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Suddenly from far away to the right came a shni] excited 
yapping Evrn before the message bom of the sound could reach 
my brain Tiger Man was off his log and ten yards away running 
like a deer Sheuts of encouragement issued from his throat, the 
forest awoke with a start and the echoes clamoured and rumbled 
through the trees 1 lud now got into my stride and was running 
easily a few paces behind the leaders, whtlc Urno who was 
wearing heavy riding boots, crashed along ui the rear It is no 
easy matter to race through jungle, aDd it was soon apparent that 
we were in for a really item run if we were to save die terriers 
from being mauled b> the wounded ugcr Broken branches rose 
out of the bushes at our feet lianas looped themselves about our 
bodies and refused to be snapped that most adhesive of thorns 
the Queen of Cats, leaned down from the shrubs and dug its 
claw* into our shirts, so that we were in ever present danger of 
losing touch with one another By dint of running at cross country 
racing speed I just managed to keep Tiger Man s brown shirt in 
view but Urrio, hampered by his boots, was forced to run by 
sound alone. 

Presendy the barking ceased and Tiger Man stopped in his 
tracks. His face was seamed with anxiety for it was a pride of 
his never to lose a dog Once more his extraordinary insight 
into the mind* of animals wa* shown 

“ I always yell when 1 am hunting, he said It gives the 
little fcllowa courage and tell* them they arc not forgotten 
Hi* speech was bitten short at that moment for quite near 
a frrnr.ird barking broke ouL We jumped into our stride at 
once and were soon within the sphere of action as was evident 
from a new and nerve shaking sound. It tore through the mask 
of shrubbery enveloping u* all m the naked savagery of it* note. 
A low angry musical rumbling grow] echoed on all sides, and 
frj reason. of vts. volume, wu, dimnult to ptaea. Tiger Mia Iws 1 *, 
ever headed half right and snapped down the safety catch a* he 
ran In a couple of minute* we were *0 near that the noise 
threatened to overwhelm us, and I knew that at last we were 
in the presence of the lord of the South American woods, his 
majesty the jaguar 

Suddenly Tiger Man fixed his bayonet and dropped on one 
knee. 

Can you shoot? be called over hi* shoulder 
Now I have the misfortune to wear spectacles and they 
wet and fogged from my run. 


were 
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a distance it was udder and more divorced from hope than any 
sound 1 have ever heard. It was as though a sinner had returned 
to earth with positive tidings that the next life was one long 
agonizing pain 

Suddenly the dinner bell proud emblem of our eldest horse, 
ceased altogether and as that awful voice drew nearer it broke 
into a wild clatter that was promptly followed by the hollow 
boom of bruacus crashing against tree trunks. Obviously the 
horse s nerve had failed in an instant all the cars of all the mules 
stood up in rampant sympathy and a ripple of terror swept quiver 
mg along the line of pack animals that stretched out of sight 
down the curling track. Tail* twitched manes bristled nostrils 
blew wide with fright and it was evident that the slightest incident 
would send the whole caravan in one mad gallop through the 
jungle Urrio rapped out an order and Cosme and Adolfo, them- 
selves trembling leaped to the ground and roped each nervous 
animal to a tree. In this half hearted manner we witnessed a 
procession which for dicer stark significance, would have been 
hard to equal espccully to travellers with their backs to the haunts 
of men. 

First came three Indians, small )el!ow sad-c)cd each bearing 
an enormous candle whose naked flame stood upright in the still- 
ness and gleamed dark and unnatural against the splendid 
background of green foliage They were followed at a short distance 
by two haggard and wrinkled old women dressed in ankle long blue 
garments, wide and girdlcless after the fashion of nightdresses 
Coarse black hair tumbled over their shoulders in unbound disarray 
and they twined their bony fingers in the ends. They walked with 
an erect djgmty born of generations of water earners, slow and 
solemn, eyes hollow and expressionless, hard and unfathomable, 
like snakes. Uut for all the sinister repose of their demeanour it 
was their voices that caused the mules to strain at the copes, and 
the men to cross themselves m burned fear Harsh untrained 
immeasurably scratchy and dreary they prayed for the dead man s 
soul in tones that showed quite plainly that they eared for nothing 
beyond the fees. 

“ Professional wallers, said Umo We heard them 
practising at Santo Corazon 

Whereupon with a shuffle of naked feet, the principal actor 
made his bow A silent, stiff figure covered with a white cloth 
be lay in a rough-hewn open coffin borne on the shoulders 
of six of his companions and the tip of his nose was pressed 
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much conversation a* uiuaL Wc just lUrcd into die golden heart 
cl the fire arul gave ourscivc* up 10 meditation 

Green Hell txnmcui and mauewg learned alxnc our bcadi, 
blocking 3 Urge due of the star nodded shy A van ulerxc llul 
was no silence at all lm: a ho.dmg of breath, warned u* against 
the undertaking The raerrorv of die funeral returned to tit, not 
ai a terror so much ai a solemn eaampx of what might happen and 
I icilcttcd that vie should Ik spared the honour « f piolciworul 
waders. her if v>t died it wouM Ik fiom Burn and hunget not 
singly but together 1 glanccJ at the men Tliev were sitting in 
a blue clump. uneasy and lupcruiUcm looking over their shoulder* 
from tunc to time ai though ionic spun of the forest mrxkcd them 

M t fctl rail** like a new boy on the first day of term cud 
Lrrio mddcnl) 

M It t a great life, uuj Ikt-Nlaum determined that none lhould 
read him. Eat when you re hungry drink when your thinly and 
deep when you re ured. 

Hui argument in a country wl^ic water 11 irarcc and game 
waniy wav 10 open to cnticnm that wc wid nothing Tiger Man 
with the facility of men who hie alone, dunned our thought* and 
ipokc lari I y from the depth* of hu hammock. 

M 1 have explored nxnt of Matto Grouo to the north of Cuyabi, 
hcuid and there i» generally a it ream every two or three league*. 
But once 1 came to a place like Urn and spent a fortnight breaking 
through die belt 

llow J«J sou get water? I jilted for Urrio and Bee-Mama 
were too proud to voice the question that touched u* 10 closely 

Waited till evening and followed the bird*, said Tiger Man 
chcaluUy If dark near felJ too won l camped (ill morning and 
followed them then. 

He cleared hi* throat and coughed There arc one or two 
rule* dut help a due tty ctutu Never take more duet 1 up at a 
ume from your water bottle and don t drink that Rinse your 
mouth and ipit Never rule through the heat of the day It is 
caacr to he thirsty under a tree and ic save* the animal*. Try to 
keep your thought* on something cool and above all never cat 
if you cannot tee a drink. 

Ike Mason ht a cigarette from a flaming branch 

M How long can one do without water?' 

I once paued four day*, said Tiger Man quietly but I 
didn t like it. 

Wc were up by four neat day *hivcnng with the bittcrncu 


pnnoj pspjOJ pUB qu§I3q 3B3Jx> B UIOJJ pSUESJ ‘ASuiids pUB psdooj 
‘p33Ai-3doj jnjJSAVod Apsusunuj spuiui jno psSuBqs uoos sm 
qnq ‘Suqqno qnoqqiAi qSnoup 3qSiEjqs Suipu psuq sav qsjy qy 

sjruq b 03 qSnous A^qpinb 
ppiA 3nq ‘urejqs psqituqun qsouip ub JBsq qiAi spuEjqs ssoqAY 
c q3A\ spspids sqsBp Suojqs b qSnojip Aeav spuo Suqqns sqqun 
30U si 31 §uqB3UJi pui’ SAissqpE ‘ssbui SuqiBjq pssnjuos b ui 
S 33J3 3q3 quq qEqq sqqAvoj§ sqiSBJEd jo qjOAiqsu 3q3 ui 3nq jsqurq 
pqos ui 30 U ssq JsiJJEq sqx qsnaqs 3q 03 Suiqq 3 sej sip si qunaq 
33J3 c 3StlB33q ‘SSIAUSipO 33inb SI UlSjqOjd 3q3 XjqUHOS SjqBUOSBSJ 
sjoui uj SuqpABjq spinb XjSuipssoxs 3q pjnoA\ XEp b spin e joj 
‘UIJ 3q3 Xsuanot 03 JSS3SJ13UI B 3SIApB 30U op l ‘OS JJ USSAVqsq SSEd 
30U AeUI 3{UUI USpBJ B 3Iiqi JSipsSoq 3SOp OS AVOJ§ SS3J3 3q3 SJSqAV 

oonqaiBUJSfj uiojj puEjui sqssjoj XuE§oquui ‘3A3ipq j ‘sje sjsqx 

3U3J3jyip SBAV 31 U0I3 

-BdonuE jo J3UUEUJ sq3 J33JB qnq ‘avsjj sdtqs qqSnq 3q3 3spqAV sui 
qnoqu Xpqsnj SuiAej puB spuBq Aui uo Suqqids sum snoJOUiBjS b 
jpsAui pssiuioid puq j ssjm qsns jo JspESJ psuuijuos b sy jsSesj 
sqq sjojsq ujos sqq sqooj Jisqq go sjddoq sssjq siquE§iS sgqAV 
‘qqSq U33J§ ujip b ui soxe psqsqod SutptqAv usui sjqEqiuiopui jo 
sjnqsid b spjoA\ jsuq SAy ui SuqsoSSns ‘siquEtuoj puB psjnoAEy-qnj 
‘ssEjqd qosjjsd b si qj „ qssjoj qSnojqq Aeav siq qns M 03 JsqqEj jo 
J 3UOOS UIB3J33 SI OJ3q 3q3 3JU3U3ApB JBSldojq JO 3JE3 XjSAS UJ 

psiunoui oa\ XpB 0 q 3333 sqq puiqsq ‘XjqEqjojuios ‘uqnoui sip 
03 UI pspiss Asqq sb S3tq jo dojd Avoqoq 3q3 puB ssjpuq SuipqEJ jo 
3U3UIIUBduiODDB 3q3 03 S3JUUI SuipiJ Sqq p3|ppBS 3A\ puB ‘3JOJE SBAV 
oSjes sqq sjnoq oa\3 Jspun uj jsqqsq 3pj puB ssA|ssjno psuuEAV 
3A\ 3iuq Dqq |JB puB ‘sjy sqq jo 3no pDJ333nds sqjEds puB ‘ssqsuEjq 
3suib§b psquip sindg svoviuq sqq jo uibxis sqq qooq sdEJqs sip 
pur qqSiq psqnd ssqsuis suq se psqESJS sSuiqqy JsqqBsj ‘psqjous puB 
psdunqs ssjnpf spunos ^uunssEOJ spqq jo pnj sem jib sip puB 
‘psjJBdop qjojuiossip sqj ‘JSASAvoq ‘uoog sssjq sqq uo sXs suo ipiAV 
‘ss[nui sqq 3 B Xjsnoqqdsjjns psqsiq puE ssuoqjspun ui psjqimu!? 
Xsqx Xjuosg ssusssjd jsq 3pj usui sqj^ 3ssav sip 03 ssyiui Xqjy 
pus psjpunq suo ‘uEnf UBg puE sn ussAvqsq JsujBq Suiaij b iipBd 
jno ui qjnq s[qBpiuuoj jsq pssBjd sqs ‘jbsu puB SuiuqsqAVJSAO 
X{qip3Jsut ‘Aujoo[2 ‘saissejai qwq sip sn psSpmS puE sav sb qsnui 
sb pjos sqq 3pj sqs qSnoqj se ‘[PH ussjq jsao Sunq ssouuitjS 
Suipoojq y SA\opEqs sip Xcavb pssBqs puB dn 3 oqs ssnSuoq MojpX 
sip JS 3 JB usas sssuisnq suss ub sbav 31 qnq ‘squq psuiuiuq-projq 
jno ipiAV suiEg oqui uisqq Suiuubj ‘XjqjBsq uisip psj sm pur 
‘avojSc |pqs sjsav sag sqq jo sjsquis sq UAVBp saojsq anoq sqq jo 

amona NvnnI t'oC 



O R D S A L »T THIRST S°5 

the briucat The mulct, feeling the check pressed forward but 
the weed held* with the result that the baggage strained against 
the cinches, reared up and became unbalanced, so that the trunks 
dragged along the ground. After this had happened once or 
twice we altered our procedure the men were Jcil behind with 
the animals, while Urrto, Tiger Man Ucc Mason and I rode in 
advance like the hour Horsemen of the Apocalypse wcildmg our 
michclci and moving forward in a solid line In this way we 
managed to make good time, though our arms became so weary 
that we had to change hands every half hour 

At intervals in the forest came jutclies of more open country 
low bush, where for a while we could sheathe our macheUt We 
entered these suddenly as a rule for the sharp blue line of the 
horizon lay surprisingly far down the tree trunks, a phenomenon 
which caused us to expect a clearing for several miles before it 
came Towards evening these clearings were an immense boon 
because the wand blew lightly through them and we were able 
to sleep away from the musty enclosing smell of the jungle but in 
the da) tune they were not by any means welcome bccau'e they 
meant a return to the piercing white heal that blazed down from 
a heaven grey with haze in a manner quite unknown under the 
green foliage and thirst became a really vital problem 

In a thoroughly chastened spirit we paid heed to Tiger Man * 
suggestion and imposed on ourselves a rigid water -discipline. No 
longer did we dnnk gaily whenever we felt the need but after one 
sad look turned our thoughts into soothing channels and passed 
our tongues along dry lips. At noon we halted and by under 
a strip of canvas without speaking for even a word is a waste 
of saliva and we had none to spare The cook made as if to 
light a fire and stew some rice but Urno after a quick glance 
at Tiger Man, shook his head decisively There was just enough 
water for one boiling for eight men and we had not found the 
evenings supply At night under the influence of the breeze 
we should be able to cat something without much water but at 
midday it would be madness. So we by quietly on the ground 
and listened to the busy voice of Green Hell 

When the heat had nearly passed we arose stiffly and set 
about the business of the afternoon Tie animals stood about 
in groups, knees sagging beads down tails switching with 
spasmodic energy Tiger Xian approached and scanned them one 
1% one. Five of the cargo mules had sore backs, old wounds that 
were rising again in great lumps, and which when rubbed against 
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never stnkc him that water might be hard to find, and then 
growing thirsty he would press a hide falter determined to bathe 
and rest, but the hours would pass and the tun would sink, and 
in the watches of the night a ghastly unccruinty would ante in 
hit miruL Next day, he would tcttlc down to business, hit chin 
well out, hit leg* moving swiftly between the trees— and ttiJJ the 
woods would nuxk him Davs would go by and his mouth would 
be a blistered hell and hit mind inflamed with a desire lor water 
£ar beyond any dcuic for women. In the end he would lose his 
head, forget to steer by the tun stagger in a great circle and fall 
hopeless and mad on the tee and round of hit own tracks. 

At we rode along I itudicd Tiger Man s face and thanked 
our beginner t luck for having secured him. He did not appear 
to be in the least perturbed, no shadow of mistrust showed in his 
bright blue eyct at they ranged the forest for signs of water There 
was an almost |aunty air about him, buccaneering yet watchful 
that seemed to laugn in the face of trouble Hu mode of life 
during ihe last fourteen years had made him immeasurably superior 
to our town-bred sophistication He seemed to be part of the 
forest hu skin and beard and clothes merged into the background 
as naturally as if he had been a tiger His scry bang was alert 
with the quiet strength of a wild beast He turned in the saddle 
hu feet loose below the stirrups, hu hat thrust back from his 
forehead 

“Thu must seem very strange to you he said gently 

Later in the expedition 1 should have admitted frankly that 
I was not enjoying myself, but at that moment 1 wu forcing 
my imagination to behave itself and 1 did not dare to consider 
the possibility of the failure to find water I knew that in hu eyes 
1 was still unproved and my pride ruing on its hind legs, I told 
him u was just what 1 expected, that I rather liked it and that 
anyway it was better than going to an office in London Gravely 
and without the suspicion of a twinkle, he agreed For Tiger 
Man was perhaps the greatest gentleman 1 have ever met 

At half past five when the sun appeared to be almost level with 
our eyes, we were still without any trace of water Birds were 
scarce, and those that we saw were vultures sweeping the sky in 
moody sombre circles. No tracks of tiger or tapir were vuiblc 
in the hard-baked ground and it really looked as though we should 
have to go thirsty to bed A slight furrow appeared between 
Tiger Man s brows, and be spoke shortly 

We can last some days longer than the animals, be said. 
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He touched hit watrr buttle. 

They may he an hour l»chind us, remember they had to cut 
lhar way I have a torch Inal I don l want to get loit The fire 
thou Id guide us. If it duct not I dull fire my nfle three time* 
quickly and you must answer When the fire u well abbre you 
can look about foe water but don t let the mule paddle unul we 
have drawn our supply bee you later 

1 lit tall, broad umuldctcd figure vanished into the shadows, 
and while I set about my tads I could hear hu voice railed in song 
receding into the distance. So I pitched my hammock and tethered 
ray mule and placed three dried tree trunks in a heap and the 
dames ascending walked quickly up the water-cowrie 

Half a mile from camp 1 came suddenly round a corner on 
to a most curious scene A small round pool winking like a 
Rabclaisun wit in the hght of the setting sun lay under an over 
hanging piece of bank Hound it on three sides were the gum 
macaws which had passed us earlier in the evening Hoyal blue 
and yellow bnllunl and grotesque their tails spread out behind 
them like jewelled trams, they squatted on their Utile grey legs, 
and thrust their heavy beaks deep into the water One by one thev 
raised their heads so that the water might trickle down their 
throats, and made chuckling noises of supreme contentment. I 
crouched behind a boulder and watched them, unwilling to disturb 
their drink. A month back 1 should have sent them llymg with- 
out a qualm but thirst had sharpened my sympathies, and some of 
Tiger Man s consideration for his fellow sharers of the jungle 
entered into me In a few minutes they were satisfied and fluttered 
up into a tree where theu tails could lung down in comfort, and 
sat close together crooning l waved my hat at them and they 
jabbered back not at all frightened but inquisitive. 

When I returned the rest of the party had arrived We gave 
the cook ten minutes start with a tucket and then loosed the 
mules. With a cbttcr of hooves and a perfect tempest of whistles 
thev swept up the water-course and in due time were shepherded 
back by which time a meal was ready and we sat down Lazily 
like animals, supremely and blissfully happy under the glory of 
a cool, clear night. 
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and some distance from live rot of the squadron when she was 
rammed by the steamer Yuu The YuU was a British- built ship 
of about two thousand tons, but owned and manned by Chinese. 

The Yuu struck the Poseidon on the starboard side with such 
icmble force that her heavy bow drove right through the steel 
side of the submarine The force of the collision rolled the sub- 
marine over, llinging every one in her off his feet, and drove her 
almost under water As the YuU reversed her propellers and 
drew clear the sea poured into the breach in the Poseidon s side, and 
within two minutes the submarine had disappeared 

At the umc of the collision the submarine had been running on 
the surface so fortunately her conning lower was open and twenty 
nine of the crew including five officers, managed to scramble out 
and fling themselves into the sea These were all picked up by 
boats lowered by the Yuu 

The rest, trapped helplessly in the bowels of the ship, were 
roost of them drowned at once. The exceptions were six men 
who at the umc of the accident were in the forward torpedo flat. 
These were Petty Officer Patrick Willis, who was torpedo gunner s 
mate, Able seaman Locock Able seaman Holt, Able seaman 
Nagle, Leading seaman Clarke, and a Chinese steward. Ah Hau 
Their feelings may be imagined when they were all flung off 
their balance by the deadly shock of the collision and when they 
beard the screech of torn steel all knew what had happened. 

From a distance came the echoed shout. Close watertight 
doors, and all picked themselves up and sprang to obey Inc 
bulkhead was budded by the force of the collision the door stuck, 
and it took the combined efforts of all the men to force it back 
into position. Willis took charge. Suck to it, he told them, 
it may save the ship But within a few moments all knew 
that there was no chance of this, for the submarine lurched heavily 
to starboard, and she shot to the bottom with terrible speed 
It was a moment of absolute horror for the six men m that 
low roofed, air tight compartment They were far out to sea 
they knew the water was deep but none Knew exactly how deep. 
To make matters worse the shock of the collision had cut off 
ail electric lights, and they were in black and utter darkness. 
With a slight jar the sub man nc struck bottom and settled on 
the soft mud, luckily in an upright position. For a few moments 
there was complete and deadly silence then a beam of light cut 
through the blackness. Willis had found an elcctnc torch and 
switched it on Hu first care then was for the bulkhead door 
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ESCAPE MOU A SUNKEN SUBMARINE 313 

boy did not understand how to put on his escape gear so Seaman 
Nagle showed him the way of it Nagle bached up Willis all 
the way through and did his share toward keeping up the spirits 
of the rest of nts companions. 

The valves were opened and water began to pour in The sue 
took up their positions on the hawser below the hatch and waited. 
Since they had but one torch and no refill Willis switched it off 
so as to sa\e light and there they stood in Stygian blackness while 
the water bubbled in and rose slowly o\cr the floor beneath them. 

The air grew more and more stuff) and after a ume the man 
next to Willis whispered to him that he thought the oxygen in 
his flask w-a* exhausted for he could no longer hear it bubbling 
Willis tested his own and found that it too, uras empty llut he 
had no idea of allowing that fact to be known Anything like 
panic would be fatal at this juncture. 

It s all njjht he answered lying valiandy jou can t hear 
an) thing in mine, but there is plenty left. The minutes dragged 
by each seeming like an hour It was not only the darkness but 
the iniensc silence which strained their nerves to the uttermost 
Now and then W tilts switched on his torch and glanced down at 
the water which owing to the air pressure, rose very slowl) 
After two hours and ten minutes had passed the water had risen 
above the hawser and was up to the men s knees, then at last 
Willis decided that the pressure must be pretty ncarl) equal and 
that it was ume to go 

All right boys, he said we 11 try it now He looked 
round. Two of the men Lovock and Holt, were clearly in a bad 
way and he decided that they should go first The next thing 
was to open the hatch and this was a more difficult matter than 
Willis hid anticipated The pressure was not )ct equalized and 
it was all that he and Nagle and Clarke could do between then 
to open it Lovock and Holt were pushed through they vanished 
one after another into the dark gloom then down came the hatch 
again held like iron by the outside pressure. 

Darkness again and the water rising slowly It reached their 
waists, it crawled up their chests. The) shivered with cold. 

At last it had reached their shoulders, and only their heads 
were above it. All the air left was just that contained in the 
narrow space between them and the low roof and this highly 
compressed air was almost unbreathablc. They had now been 
imprisoned for more than three hours. 

Willis gave the order to open the hatch Imagine their feelings 
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boy did not understand how to put on his escape gear so Seaman 
Nagle showed him the way of it, Nagle backed up Willis all 
the way through, and did his share toward keeping up the spirits 
of the rest of his companions. 

The valves were opened, and water began to pour in The six 
took up their positions on the hawser below the hatch and waited 
Since they had but one torch and no refill Willis switched it off 
so as to save light, and there they stood in Stygian blackness while 
the water bubbled in and rose slowly over the floor beneath them 

The air grew more and more stuffy and after a time the man 
next to WiDiS whispered to him thar he thought the oxygen in 
his flask was exhausted for he could no longer hear it bubbling 
Wilhs tested his own and found that it, too, was empty But he 
had no idea of allowing that fact to be known. Anything like 
panic would be fatal at this juncture. 

Its all right, he answered lying valiantly, you can t hear 
anything in mine, but there is plenty left. The minutes dragged 
by each seeming like an hour It was not only the darkness but 
the intense silence which strained their nerves to the uttermost 
Now and then Willu switched on hu torch, and glanced down at 
the water which owing to the air pressure, rose very slowly 
After two hours and ten minutes had passed the water nad risen 
above the hawser and was up to the men s knees, then at fast 
Wflhs decided that the pressure must be pretty nearly equal and 
that it was time to go 

All right, boys, he said we 11 try it now He looked 
round. Two of the men Lovock and Hoft, were clearly in a bad 
way and he decided that they should go first- The next thing 
was to open the hatch and this was a more difficult matter than 
Willis had anticipated. The pressure was not yet equalized and 
it was all that he and Nagle and Clarke could do between then 
to open it. Lovock and Holt were pushed through they vanished 
one after another into the dark gloom then down came the hatch 
again held like iron by the outside pressure. 

Darkness again and the water rising slouly It reached their 
Waists, it crawled up their chests. They shivered with cold. 

At last it had reached their shoulders, and only their heads 
were above it. All the air left was just that contained m the 
narrow space between them and the low roof and this highly 
compressed air was almost unbreathable. They had now been 
imprisoned for more than three hours. 

W1U11 gave the order to open the hatch Imagine their feelings 
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DEFYING DEATH FOR A BET 

B J 

A. J RUSSELL 

S o impressed was O Henry by the tall and splendid figure of 
Lord Kitchener that he made the heroine of one of his great 
short stories turn from ucc to virtue as the result of a glance 
at the field marshal s photograph 

Had O Henry met a contemporary of Kitchener s he would have 
seen a more impressive figure still for Colonel Fred Burnaby was 
the most splcnaid personality of the Victorian age But for the 
intervention of fate Burnaby would have mailed and perhaps 
forestalled Kitchener in all his exploits, for in military prowess, in 
reckless daring as well as in personal appearance he had all the 
advantages, and more, of the great field-marshal 

His race was finely cut and he was strikingly handsome. His 
voice was magnificent and he was a bright and engaging conversa- 
tionalist With a chivalrous daring he combined a romantic 
gentleness. The grandeur of his personality was enhanced by his 
Being undoubtedly the strongest man of his time. 

He had tremendous courage. To say that Burnaby like Nelson 
CUve Wellington and other celebrities, was fearless, is to write 
the commonplace truth Nelson though somewhat effeminate in 
appearance, had a combative courage that made him writhe with 
indignation when an Englishman talked of parleying with the 
upstart Bonaparte. Nelson would pick up a poker and illustrating 
his attitude towards the Corsican adventurer would say If 
Napoleon says this poker must be laid in that direction we must 
Immediately lay it in another place irrespective of where it should 
be laid 

So with young Burnaby He was born said his nurse with a 
H contra dsetonous spirit and the very suggestion of a thing being 
forbidden impelled Him to dare it He was fortunate in being 
endowed with the necessary ability to follow that contra die 
tonous spirit wherever it led him. 

He claimed to be descended from Edward I Born the fighting 
son of a fox hunting parson he began very well for a soldier 
Whatever charges can be brought against that type of parson they 
3^5 
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DEFTItfC DEATH FOB A BBT 3*7 

teat, he said rcbuhingly, M You at there my little man. The 
effect on the audience was tremendous. There was no further 
interruption in the presence of this physical superman 

He intended to study for the Church but was to emotionally 
affected by hearing his father reading the bunal service that he 
changed his mind His brother Esci^n howeser decided to follow 
his father s calling while Fred took, a commission in the Blues. 
One day a Pole took exception to Esclyn and demanded a duel 
Fred said that it would be a little awkward as his brother was bang 
trained for the Church but he offered his services. The Pole paled 
and made an absurd excuse. Yet it was this brother Evelyn who, 
as a boy when asked by his father what special present be would 
Like, sturdily demanded that lurid record of come — The Newgate 
Calendar 1 

Burnaby was always spoibng for trouble. As a small lad at 
Harrow, he dlsbked the fagging sjstcm there and wrote to Punch a 
letter in which he ridiculed it. He signed himself The Toad 
under the Harrow 

Once when King Edward VII was watching Burnaby took 
a thick kitchen poker and curled it round a fellow-officer s neck. 
The victim endeav cured to release himself and when he could 
make no impression on his new lie, Burnaby quietly straightened 
it with as much ease as though it were putty One of his playthings 
was a dumb-bell weighing over one and a half hundredweights, 
which only one other man of his day could lift. But this was not 
alL He could vault over a billiard table, run along a horizontal 
bar like Blondin run row ndc hop and walk h\e successive 
quarters of a mile in one quarter of an hour 

He boxed almost every Inhabitant in the neighbourhood of his 
father s place, including the local policeman wno was afterwards 
presented with a sovereign. He wrote from Spain that he had had 
great fun talking to the Spaniards about bull fighting which, 
they said was the finest sport in the world He had replied Oh 
but you should sec a man box that is something bke a fight! to 
which they would always reply How cruel and barbarous you 
English are I 


Back in politics, assisting bis cousin General Burnaby he was 
addressing a meeting m Leicester when a party of roughs raised 
pandemonium. His cheek flushed and his eye flashed. Drawing 
himself up to hu full ha^ht, he announced that he would throw 
the disturbers out. Derisive laughter and challenges to come and 
do it followed this threat. Despite the entreaties of his friends, he 
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DIPTINO death foe a bet 319 

In hi 1 book, A Ridt to Khiva Burnaby describe* how he wa* 
bang entertained at Khartoum by a German friend A graceful 
girl, with large dark eyes and pearl white teeth but whose ohve 
complexion and oriental drew showed that she wa* in no way akin 
to the fairer bcautic* of Europe, wa* engaged in handing round 
small cups of coffee to the most excited talker* of the party, an 
Italian an Arab, an Englishman the former gesticulating wildly 
in an endcaiour to interpret between hi* two companion*, who 
were evidently not at all in accord with bun about the subject of 
conversation A bright sun its rays flashing down on a broad 
stream, nearly the colour of bp 1*- la rub which flowed hard by the 
dwelling had raised the temperature of the room to an almost 
unbearable heat. It wa* the month of February 

Hur rub) * eye fell on a paragraph in a newspaper saying that 
an Englishman had been Hopped by the authorities from penetrat 
mg into Russian A *uu At the same time one of the party asked 
where they would all be at that time next year Burnaby called 
attention to the paragraph and said that he proposed to go to 
Central Asia He was told that he would never get there. Histone 
Samarkand had been annexed to the Czar * dominions, and 
Russian troop* were now quartered in the Khiva territory Yet 
Khiva by between India and Russia proper and just before the 
Russian attack her khan had sent a request (or help to the British 
Government who, thought Burnaby would have been better 
advised to have given it than to have trusted the Russian promise 
not to annex it, which she had since done. 

The R ussi a n general in charge of thi* area had warned an 
Englishman that if be wrote anything of what he saw in these part* 
he would be promptly hanged. Burnaby wondered how the 
Russian* were behaving there, for it wa* the route by which one day 
they were expected to march into India. That order prohibiting 
the presence of the English m Central Ana — what dia it mask? 
Were the conquered people bang treated so cruelly that they were 
afraid of the truth reaching the ear* of their more enlightened 
emperor? Were the vices and depraved habit* of the East bang 
acquired by the Russian conquerors? 

Burnaby knew there had been some dark deed* perpetrated m 
and around Khiva. He wa* warned that if he went there alone the 
khan would probably have his eye* gouged out. Khans of Khiva 
had in past centime* behaved very Brutally to unwanted visitor*. 
Five hundred raiding Cossack* had once been darn to a man. 
Previously when the khan and hi* force* were absent, other 
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that a British officer was travelling in these parts without bang a 
secret spy for hts government There was no rail wav to Khiva and 
he found an astonishing ignorance among Russian officials as to the 
nearest station to which he should book When the inspector lift 
ing his box of four hundred cartridges, remarked that the case was 
hcjvy Burnaby agreed and explained that it held little instruments 
which contained lead. During the rail journey to Penza his fellow 
travellers discussed the various nations of Europe and hoped that 
England would again declare war on Russia tor the rjilway to 
Sebastopol was now open! They asked him if he was a German, 
and he replied that he was an Englishman and thanked them for 
their entertaining comcrsauon 

Though the serfs had just been freed they were still in great 
fear of they Russian overlords. One Russian nobleman was furious 
with the stoker of the train for not having kept the fire burning 
When he swore at the old fellow the stoker was so frightened that 
he trembled and kept crying out as though he were bang bshed 
with the whip. Wherever lie went Burnaby found that tne whip 
was still in evidence. A servant recommended to him asked a 
month s wages In advance, as he wished to leave it with his bed- 
ridden mother Burnaby thought this a reasonable request and 
gave the advance. But the servant did not turn up next morning, 
and the waiter at Burnaby s hotel laughingly explained that this 
nun made a practice of getting something in advance from 
travellers and then giving them the slip. Burnaby went to the 
police. The man was traced He was found drinking in a tavern 
with some women half of the money spent. Cringing and whin- 
ing, he begged not to be whipped ana promised that he would 
return the money The police told him to go and get it and they 
would discuss the question of the whipping later on 

One of the servants whom Burnaoy croplo)ed was careless of 
the provisions which he let fall breaking their glass containers. 
When the traveller remonstrated, the servant shrugged his shoulders 
and said that it was the will of Allah After a few of these 
ex pen cnees, Burnaby decided to chastise the delinquent the next 
time he dropped a package. The servant protested volubly but 
Burnaby quietly replied that since it was the will of Allah that he 
had dropped the goods it was also the will of Allah that he should 
be punished for doing so. There were now fewer casualties in the 
com m issariat. 

Nazar another servant, proved to be a loyal active fellow yet 
like everybody else in these quarters, he was something of a sadist 



uoqssdsui srq joj dn usAup sem spiqsA psdEqs-uqjoD e puE ‘qSiajs 
jatpous 3 JH| 03 Xqsujng joj Xjesssdsu suiEDsq 31 uo jaipjrg 

q§i3{s sip uo qSnoJip psSSsjp 
3i3M suoiuadiuoD siq jsjujm jsao psdund sq sjod e jo piE atp q3i^ 
qDSjjs psjisap sip pEq qjBtusj djaqs siqj^ qjdsp pus SDUBjsrp 3 dexs 
sq3 jsAODsip 03 ssojde uisip jo suo Sumojtp jo Smqunp sem 3q joj 
‘ui jo J 3 ao J3q3T3 dum( XjqEqojd ppiOM Xsip uot 3 esj 3 auod jisip 
psnuquoD Xsip jt 3 Bip piES puE ursip 03 psUJiq XqBUJng pssuiiq 
3r durrd p[noD sq 3 Eip JSipo 3q3 ‘pjemdjme 003 sem sq 3Eip J3q30UE 
‘3EJ 003 SEM 3q 3Bq3 piES 3UQ SJSqOOJUO 3q3 JO U0qESJ3AU03 3 q 3 03 
p3U33sq XqEumg ‘jsaij b ui sjoq-SDi ub ssojd 03 SuiXjj^ iqSnEjsuo 
JT 3 q 3 JOJ JsSeS pUB XpE3J SEM 3q qSnOip ‘uiiq 03 JB3U 3 U 1 ED 3UOU 
3nq f SSA|OM J33UTLODU3 ppioM 3q 3Bq3 pSUIJOJUI U33q pEq SJJ 

3EOJip siq 33330id 03 UMOp psqDESJ qsiqM dED q3op Dpnp 
e ui psgjnui sem pBsq srpj spsq siq 03 psqsasj qDiqM 3bod jnj 
3§nq E Ut psdopAUS 3J3M 3BOD3SIBM psppBM 3piq3 B Xq p3J3A03 
3Jiqs e uoq3 puE 3S3A puuEjj XAB3q y sjrasnoJ3 pus sjueo qsup JO 
jrcd e psuuop psq su XpnoiASjg qSup sip 03 dn Sui qsESJ S 30 oq 
q 3 op snouuous jo jieo e ui psiisodsp XqEuij Suisq 3SSJ siq ‘ssqsojoS 
j3q3E3[ 03 UI p33J3sui 3J3M ujrq Jisq3 ui qDiqM ‘ssoqs psuq-jnj 
jo JiEd E uisq3 jsao ‘ssuq sip 3AoqE q§iq uA\Bjp sSuiqpo3s assqDitp 
31J3 JO SJIEd 33jq3 3UIB3 3SJUJ S3U3UI3p 3q3 03 SUOlAJsduil XjJS3JU 3q 
03 p3utuiJ333p 3jq suoq sq3 03 raiq q§nojip 3q§u 3ns ppioM puiM 
3S33q§l|S 3q3 3J3qM puE ‘OJSZ M0|3q SSSJxfop XjUSAVJ JO 3Jn3BJ3dui33 
e qSnojqi BJEUiBg 03 q§is(s Xq pABJ 3 psAjoAui Xsujno( sipj 

SJEsX 33jq3 JO OA\J UIipiA\ UBUI 3S3^UOJ3S 3q3 JO SDUS3SIXS 3q3 
pspus XqBnsn S3UIUI UEUsqrg sq3 ui jnoqs[ pssjoj 3 Eqj poojsjspun 
Xqsujng ‘ssspqaJSASjq 44 snqi sn 3 Bsqs 03 ssquoipnE 3q3 joj 
pEq 003 si 31 „ pics sq 44 ‘sDUEuuojJsd ou 3Asq 03 3JB 3M os puy „ 
p33UIoddBSip XjqEJSptSUOD SEA\ JBZE|s^ XlSJIippOOjq 3q3 sup 3V 
susqicj 03 3U3S 3q pjnoM 3 udjnp sqi — sdusiuss 3q3 pc3J siejjsiSeui 
B UOqjL SSOJD 3q3 03 p3I3 SEM JSUOSIjd 3ip pUB USAlS SBM JSpJO 
uy s3DUE3UiBnb3B siq jo suios 03 XjssspjED psppou puE jpsunq 
Psjsaodsj XjDpinb 3jq spd Xjpssp psujrq puB ssojd qDE]q sip 
mbs jsuosud sq3 uuoj 3 Bid sq3 3E jeaijjb uq sjnui b Xq UMBjp 3 Jbd 
PJ0 X3Jip E UI pOOM JO Dpojq B UO psjunoui SEM spj 3q§IS UI SBA\ 
jsuosud sip qjtM s§33J0D sqi 3 Eqj SuiDunouuE ‘jeoj ssuq e 03 psqsAis 
umq pno[ y sso 3 Jisqi uo ssyu Jisqi jo S 33 nq sq3 Suiddojp Xq 

qsnq 3[dosd sip 3 dsq oqM Xj 3 Uejui jo ssuq Xq pspunojjns sea\ 3 j 
ssojd qDE|q s§JCj e pools qDiqA\ uo pppBDS e 3 noqE pmojd 3 sea b 
qiiM psjSuiui XqEUjng qiEsp 03 u33Esq XjjBiDgjo jsjspjnui e sss 03 
qsjsjpj 3 E SDEjd 3 sqJBiu sq 3 03 pjeanjoj Xjjnq 03 XqEUjng pssnpui sjg 

zz£ 


nassn a i v 



DEFTINO DEATH P O R A BBT 


3*3 

Burnaby discovered that one of its runner* wai cracked and unfit 
for the journey, but itj owner used all hi* eloquence to prove that 
it was advantageous to have a damaged runner He *cemed *ur 
prised when Burnaby remained obdurate, demanding that it be 
repair ed- Driven back by a snowstorm Burnaby was subjected to 
much curiosity by other traveller* a* to hi* identity A railway 
inspector announced that a royal personage wa* coming through the 
town shortly and Burnaby must be that person. The Englishman 
produced his passport and was then 1 den tilled as a Greek 1 When at 
last he was able to move on he found that his tlagh driver wa* 
more than usually surly for a Russian because he had been taken 
away from the woman he had just married. He made the sleigh 
jolt so uncomfortably that Burnaby purposely kicked the driver in 
the ribs, who m turn laid the blame (with his whip) on the horses. 
Nevertheless, Burnaby believed that one could always get more 
from a servant by kindness than by force. 

The country from Orsk onwards for a hundred miles was a 
dazzling, glaring sheet of white, softening as the sun sank into the 
west into a vast melancholy looking ocean. A picture of desolation 
which weaned by its utter loneliness and appalled by its 
immensity 

After much trouble in securing horse*, he had forgotten to put 
on hi* glove*, and took hi* seat m the sleigh with each hand folded 
m the sleeve of its fellow the fur forming a muff and protecting 
his hands from the cold. He fell fast asleep and his unprotected 
hands slipped out into the biting cast wind, now doubly dangerous 
owing to the movement of the sleigh In a few minutes he awoke 
feeling an intense pain as though his hands had been plunged into 
some corrosive a ad which was eating his flesh from the bones. 
Hu finger nails were blue as were hii finger* and the back* of his 
hands, whilst hi* wrists and the lower part of his arms were waxen 
in colour There was no doubt but that he was severely frost bitten. 
He made hi* servant rub the skin with snow for several minute*, 
during which time the pain wa* gradually aicending his arm* 
whilst the lower portions became dead to all feeling 

Nazar annou n c ed that they must get on quickly to the next 
station, which wa* seven miles away The pain by that nrru- had 
become more acute than anything Burnaby had jet experienced. 
He learned that cold attacked people m two ways, either by 
Inducing sleep from which there was no awaJang, or by consuming 
them limb by limb as though over a slow fire. All the tunc 
perspiration was streaming down his forehead and his body was 
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was indignant with the Turcoman guide for burying his head in the 
saucepan to consume the soup lie ottered him a spoon The 
Turcoman refused, saying that tt Usttd better if eaten in his own 
peculiar manner To make the guide rue in lime to start, hot 
cmbcTi ha J to be placed on hrni 

At last Burnaby armed within a da\ * tourney of Khiva He 
had been told to go first to the fort but right!) thinking that if he 
did so he might not be allowed to get into Khiva he determined to 
go to the town first. The only way to make the guide elunge his 
plan was to hint that he would buy a horse from his brother whose 
place was along die Khiva route As the one irresistible thing to a 
Turcoman is a horse deal the guide took the risk, and led the way 
direct to Khiva which was to prose the loveliest place Uurnaby 
had Muted. 

The trascller found that he must send a courier ahead to 
announce his coming 10 the khan A senbe was found who was 
reputed to write beautiful things u> soft and sweet that they were 
like the sound of sheep bleating in the distance. 

As the) approached they were met b) a moon faced girl who, 
for good looks, would hasc held her own against any European 
belle, pcihaps she was the daughter of a capiurcd Persian When 
Burnaby said that he wanted to buy a sheep she rccoscrcd from her 
shyness and ran forward like a hare to catch one seized her victim 
by one foot and turned him over on his back She gave a clear 
ringing laugh and then went through in pantomime the operation 
of cutting the captive s throat. The slight shadow of sentiment that 
had been crcaicu in Burnaby s mind by her beautiful face became 
rapidly effaced as he saw how eager she was to perform the part 
of a butcher 

As they neared the city they found that the Russians were scry 
unpopular there but when it became known that Burnaby was an 
Englishman the attitude of the khivans changed to friendliness. 
When Burnaby described a railway on which ran an iron horse, his 
host said it was a miracle. Veiled women fiiltingpast the little 
cavalcade in the street, took sly glances at him. Three hundred 
people followed Burnaby to the barber s shop to watch him bang 
shaved The people behind, who could not tee the performance 
as well as those ahead called to them to at and let them enjoy the 
spectacle. At each movement of the barber s wrists the razor 
tore out those hairs that it was too blunt to cut. The delighted 
onlookers roared with laughter especially when the customer s 
cheek was gashed. 
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Duke of Cambridge, ordering him lo return to England fhc 
Ruiuans had used diplomacy to luve him recalled. Hut not he told 
the oJ freer tn command before he had wen Khiva the 
beautiful I 

fhc khan wa* very annoved that he had to leave so won, but 
gave him a jumng present alon^robe equal in K hi vj to die Order 
of the Garter in England 

The book whicn liuiruby wrote describing hi* ride to Khiva 
when it was publuhcd in England created a sensation and added 
greatly to hi* fame- He wa* marked down lor advancement Hut 
a was nut until a few year* later when he wa» a member of the 
relief expedition vent to aid the nun whom he admired must tlut 
he wo* named lor an important jxnt. lie wa* with C»encral 
Stewart in the march aero** the desert to the Nile where Gordon i 
dup* awaited the little HriUxh faue That expedition wa* con- 
sistently unlock) for a failed to relieve Khartoum and it loa both 
in first and second m command— General Stewart and Colonel 
Hurnab) Yet a* achievement at Abu Klca will never die 

Ten thousand Dcrvnhc* awaited the coming of one thousand 
five hundred Uruith troop*. Marching a* a square the Hntivh were 
prepared for the onslaught, Burrubv * duty wa* to protect the rear, 
the danger point for a prevented the only opening to the square. 
He kept hit men from firing on die onruvhvng fanatical horde until 
the Dervishes were within one hundred and fift) vardi, and *o 
enabled raou of hit ikirmithcrt to get back to dicker but he him- 
self brave a* a lion a tempting mark for the enemy refused to 
retreat at his left flank fell back 

Seeing that tome of hit skirmishers were still hard prewed he 
dashed to their rescue ihooting many Arab* a* he went A ihcik 
charged him but wa* shot down More tpcjrmcn ruvhed fonv ird 
and one of them thrust a blade into Burnaby s throat Still smiling 
Burnaby fought gallantly on Another Arab ran his spear ihrougn 
the colonel s shoulder but was himself killed as he did so Then 
Burnabv received another wound in hi* throat was thrown from 
his saddle and surrounded by spearmen Nevertheless, he jumped 
to his feet again and slashed about him. But hu prodigious strength 
now gone, he fell Into the arms of his weeping servant 

Severely wounded, he was still alive He bved to hear the 
shouts of victory and was satisfied Just then his friend Lord 
Binning, came running up and Burnaby pressed his Hand in fare 
well Had he lived longer he would have rejoiced to know that 
every Dervish who penetrated that British square had been slain 



•uepncj JO SJ3Jn3U3ApB 3S3]qOU OM3 J3q JO 
pnc[§ug; psAudop 33 EJ jo MO{q sjqnop y sq 03 3011 sbav it 3 ng 

poAaipj sca\ uopjoQ se uino 3 JEq}i 3 E sorjcd 3q3 jo sds 3 s 
sq3 uo spusq Surqeqs paqdEjxfojoqd ussq 3ABq 03 3J3A\ 0 M 3 sqx 

umo^JEq-^j 

3E J3UUCUI oqi] Ul UICJS SEA\ 'aopjOQ ‘jopi Siq J3JCJ sXEp M3J y 
„ sn J3Aipp pjoq pooS qjcsp usppns raojg , 

<<( |3Eip ST 3 EqAV puy „ 
i{ 3C3daj J3A3U 1 qoiqM XuE3iq 3q3 
UI JsXtfjd 3UO SI 3J3qX ,, ■ p3AJ3SqO 33UO 3q JOJ c p3qSlA\ OAEq p]nOM 
oq sc psip J3jn3U3Apn 3ucqc§ 3Souj siqi 3jq jo suiud 3q3 uj 

posnoj Xp33|dui03 ussq pcq qsnug psjpunq 3Ay puEsnoq 3 
ouo 3q3 p3qDC33E oqA\ pucsnoq3 U33 3q3 jo 3S3J 3q3 3sq3 puE 

8t£ 


nassna l v 



EXPLOSION AT SEA 

By 

DC MONTAUBAN 

S wc* I have so often felt the malignant influence of the stars 
presiding over the teas, anti by adverse fortune lent all the 
wealth which with jo much trouble and care 1 had amassed 
together, it should be no jouxcc of pleasure recalling to my memory 
the disasters that befell me previous to the close of the last expedi- 
tion But the desire of lemng both the public and individuals, 
and of showing the king my attachment to his service induced me 
to communicate my observations to M dc Phihpeaux. There he 
might likewise discos er with what eagerness I penetrated to the 
most remote colonics of our enemies, in order to destroy them and 
rum their trade. I am unwilling to swell this relation with all the 
voyages I have made and my adventures on various coasts of 
America during twenty vears. To these I could add my expedition 
in 1691, when 1 ravaged the coast of Guinea went up the river 
Sierra Leone and took a fort from the English mounting twent) 
four pieces of cannon, which I burst to render them unserviceable. 
But 1 shall here confine myself to the particulars immediately 
preceding and subsequent to the explosion of my vessel 

In the year 1694, after having ravaged the coast of Cara qua, 
I stood to the windward towards St. Croix, where I had inforroa 
tion of an English fleet of merchantmen, homeward bound, with a 
convoy In the latitude of Bermuda Islands they appeared, bearing 
directly toward me, without any apprehensions of danger, where- 
upon 1 speedily attacked their convoy called the Wolf and took 
her as also two merchantmen, but the rest made their escape 
during the engagement. While carrying my prizes to France, 1 
fell in with an English ship of sixteen guns, bound from Spain for 
England, which, after a short encounter, struck her colours. She 
was sold at Rochelle, and 1 then earned my three other prizes to 
Bordeaux, in September 1694 and presently sought out purchasers 
for them. Meantime, my crew who had been long absent from 
France indulged themselves m every extravagance, as some com- 
pensation for the fatigues they had undergone Both the merchants 
and their hosts advanced them money without hesitation on the 
reputation of their wealth and their share of such valuable prizes. 
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that they might come to take thar revenge. This, however, they 
declined and a small Portuguese ship soon after told me, that they 
had forced another Frenchman to leave the coast. 

Satisfied, therefore, that the enemy would not fight and not 
deeming it advisable to attack them under the cannon of the forts, 
I determined to go to Cape Lopez, and to Prince * and St Thomas « 
Isles. On the passage thither I captured an English twenty gun 
ship, wnh three hundred and fifty negroes on board, and ivory and 
wax. The captain said he had come from Ardra, one of the chief 
towns of Guinea which stands on the seaside, and is the r esi d e nce 
of a prince who has extensive dominions. There he had taken in 
five hundred and fifty negroes but some had been killed because 
others mutinied against him and made thar escape to land in his 
boat. In sight of Prince s Isle I took a small Brandenburgh vessel, 
mounting eight guns, and carrying sixty men. She cruised about 
this latitude taking all the barques she could fall in with and 
without distinction of nation or colours. I afterwards went into 
pert to clean my ship, which gready required it and to free 
myself of the English prize. Here I sent her to be condemned at 
St. Domingo in the West Indies, but I understood that she was 
re taken by some English men -of war before Little Goava Mean 
time, that my men might not be idle, I ordered my officers to 
employ them in careening the vessel, while I myself embarked in 
the Brandenburgh ship with ninety men, and went on a cruise for 
six w ccks on the coast of Guinea. 

Meeting with no enemy I returned to Prince s Isle, and got my 
own vessel victualled after which I weighed anchor ana sailed 
foe the island of St. Thomas, there designing either to sell oe barter 
the Brandenburgher I exchanged her for some provisions, 
because 1 had not enough to serve me during a crime on the coast 
of Angola where I meant to spend five or sue months, to avoid 
three English men-of war fitting out at the same town in Guinea 
Their purpose was to come m quest of me about the island of St. 
Thomas, where they thought I was cruising Leaving Sc 
Thomas, I saw a ship at anchor, and then c ha sea her a long time. 
But I could not prevent her getting ashore on the Isle of St. Omen, 
and bang staved to pieces, by which I lost a hundred and fifty 
pounds cc gold dust. 

We next sailed for the coast of Angola, two hundred and fifty 
leagues on the other ude of the line, and arrived there on Septem- 
ber 22. When within three leagues of the Port of Cabinda, we 
understood there were two English ships with negroes in that 
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my own men leap into their ship and scire her, in order to prevent 
a surprise. 

1 already rejoiced within myielf In capturing so considerable 
a prize and the more so as, after having taken her which was the 
guard-ship of the coast and the largest belonging to the English 
in these seas, I should be in a condition to attack any man-ofwar 
that I should meet and make prizes still greater My crew were 
no less satisfied than myself and were executing their work with 
much alacrity Hut the enemy t powder uuldcnly taking fire from 
a match purposely left burning by the captain who hoped to escape 
in hu two boats, both the vessels blew up with a most dreadful 
explosion. To describe the horrible spectacle is impossible the 
spectators were themselves the actors in the bloody scene, hardly 
knowing whether they beheld it or not, and so confounded as to 
be unable to judge of what was passing The reader must figure 
to himself our horror at two ships blowing up above two hundred 
fathoms into the air, where there was formed as it were a 
mountain of fire, water and wreck The aw fulness of the 
explosion below and the cannon going off in the air the rending 
of the masts and planks, the tearing of the sails and cordage added 
to the cnes of the men —these things I say must be Idt to the 
imagination of the reader and l shall only describe what befell 
myself. 

When the ship first took fire I was on the forecastle giving 
orders, and was thus so far up on the deck that it was the naght 
alone, as I concave that saved me from being involved in the 
wreck of the ships, where I must have infallibly perished. I fell 
back into the sea and remained a considerable time under water 
without being able to gain the surface. At last, struggling like one 
afraid of bang drowned 1 got up and seized a piece of a mart 
which I found near at hand. 1 called to some of my men whom I 
ow swimming around me and exhorted them to take courage 
as we might yet save ourselves, if we could fall in with any of the 
boats. What gave me more distress at this moment than even my 
own misfortune, was seeing two half bodies, still with some 
remains of life, nnng from time to time to the surface of the 
water, and then disappearing, leaving the place dyed with blood 
Itwas equally deplorable to ochold many limbs and fragments of 
bodies, spitted, foe the greater part, on fragments of wood. At 
iaa, one of my men, having met with a boat, almost entire amidst 
an the wreck, swimming in the water, informed me that we must 
rtop some holes which were in it and endeavour to take out the 
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One of our number spctdil) landed in quest of something to 
cat and fortunately Uncovered some oysters, adhering 10 the 
branches of trees in a lagoon of which he returned to give us notice. 
Here we spent two days, and I divided ray men into three parties, 
sending them up the country to seek for victuals and houses, with 
orders to return the same evening to the boat. But vac could 
ncjdicr find habitations nor any indications of men dwelling there. 
We saw nothing but large herds of bullalocs, which lied so fast that 
we could not possibly get near them ilicrcforc, after spending the 
day in this manner unsuccessful!) we came back to the boat to cat 

? rsters, and resolved to sail for Cape Com on the day following 
0 leeward of the Cape there is a large port where ships sailing 
that way put in for wood and water The negroes inhabiting the 
country having noucc of the arrival of vessels by the firing of 
cannon, come down with provisions, to barter for brandy knives 
and hatchets. They arc under the necessity of Using at a distance 
from the sea because all the coast is marshy 

As soon as we reached Cape Cor so we heard a great noise from 
the negroes, who came hither to sell wood to the ships lying at 
anchor in the port. I looked for some one among them whom I 
might recognize they having often brought me wood and refresh- 
menu in the course of my former voyages, I was in hopes to find 
some of them who should know me again. But though acquainted 
wuh several it was impossible to persuade them that I was 
Captain Montauban so much had my late misfortune disfigured 
me and the whole supposed me an impostor Understanding a 
little of thar language 1 told them I was ready to die with famine 
*nd prajed them to give me something to cat but my requests 
were vain, so I solicited them to conduct me to Prince Thomas, 
who waj son to the king of the country in hopes that he might 
recollect the favours l had formerly shown hun. I earned all my 
people along with me and first reached the dwellings of negroes, 
who gave us bananas to cat and next day arrived at the prince ■ 
dwelling But 1 was in so poor a condition, that I could not make 
him recognize me either by signs oc by speaking in his own 
language and also Portuguese vvnich he understood perfectly well. 
Formerly going together to battle he observed a scar on ray thigh, 
from a wound by a musket-ball and now he aid that he must 
know whether 1 were truly Captain Montauban, that if I were 
not, he would cut off my head. He then asked whether I ever had 
a scar from a musket shot in my thigh and on my showing k to 
him, he embraced me, expressing his sorrow to see me in this 
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He asked several questions concerning ihc greatness and power 
of the king my master and when I told him that he had alone 
waged war against the English and Dutch whom he himself had 
seen at Cape Lopez, and also with the Germans and Spaniards, 
who were more potent nattons than the English and Dutch he 
expressed himself pleased with my account and proposed to drink 
the king of Frances hcaltlu He was immediately -cncd by his 
wives with palm wine in a great crystal glass. As soon as he 
began to drink the negro men and women lifted up their right 
arm and in silence held it in that posture until he had done 
drinking Then the drums and trumpets flourished and the 
muskets, or l should rather say fusees, were discharged 

On informing Prince Thomas, at his own desire, that the king 
of France s name was Louis le Grand he declared hu wish that 
I should hold a child of his, seven or eight months old to be 
baptized, and that I should name him Louis le Grand. He 
told me likewise that on my next voyage to this country he 
would send the child by me as a present to the king of France, 
to whose service he devoted him, being very desirous that he 
should be brought up according to the custom of the country 
and the court of so great a pnnec. I also engaged on my parr, 
that I should not fail to remind him of his promise the first 
time l came to the coast of Guinea that on mv return to France 
I might be able to make the greatest present Inal could be made 
to the king in presenting him with the son of Pnnec Thomas. 

And assure him, said Pnnec Thomas, that I am his fnend 
and that, if he has occasion for my services, l shall myself repair 
to France with all the lances and musketry belonging to the king 
nw father, which was as much as to say with the whole force 
of the kingdom. The king then taking up the discourse assured 
me that he would go thither in person if there was any need for 
it, and the whole negro men and women gave a loud shout which 
was followed by a general discharge of fire arms, and a flounsh of 
drums and trumpets, and a kind of sham fight. The meaning of 
all this I could not comprehend and it excited some alarm until 
I saw ihc king dnnh uic French king s health, with the same 
ceremonies as at first hu example was imitated by hu son and 
all the strangers ordered to do the like He then ordered two 
cakes of wax to be brought, which he desired me to accept as a 
token of his fnend ship, and retired to hu house. 

We visited several villages in the vicinity and roost of the 
people, who had never ben eld white men crowded from all 
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me on board a s he had recommended me to the captain and aid 
that I should want nothing necessary for my voyage to Europe. 
I, therefore, collected all my men except two who five or six days 
before had gone up the country and I knew not where to find 
them. Having taken leave of the pnnee, we embarked in hit 
canoes, and tailed for Cape Lopez. On amving there, I found the 
Portuguese captain an old mend with whom I had become 
acquainted in the island of St. Thomas. Three days after I went 
on board we reached that island the governor of which showed 
me and my men much civility during a month that we were 
obliged to remain in the port An English ship that had been 
out on the Gold Coast then came in, ana on becoming acquainted 
with the captain he made such offers as I could not refuse. He 
requested me to go on board of his ship assuring me that I should 
find very good Jewish physicians in Uarbadocs, who would cure 
my ailments. Thus I embarked with all my men in the vessel 
notwithstanding the governor of the island stated many reasons for 
bang suspicious of the Englishman who was, nevertheless, as 
honest a man as any of his country He was so avil as to give 
me his own cabin and entertained me with everything agreeable 
and amusing he could devise to solace my spirits for afl fictions that 
I had from time to time endured 

Ten days after our departure from Sl Thomas, we unfor 
tunatcly lost our rudder in a storm and were obliged to fit a 
spare topmast instead of it, which proved very detrimental to a 
voyage continuing no less than three months. Provisions began 
to be scarce before our arrival at Barba docs, so that the allowance 
was reduced to three fourths, and they were within three days of 
bang quite exhausted. On reaching the island the English captain 
waited on Colonel Russel, the governor and related my engage 
ment with the man-of war at Angola, and the consequences 
attending it whereupon he was much blamed for carrying me to 
Barba does. When he returned on board he told me that the 
governor had prohibited him from allowing me to go on shore, 
under pain of death. The latter part, however I did not at first 
learn from him, and he contented himself with only desiring me 
not to go ashore, lest it might excite the governor s suspicions. 
With this I promised punctual compliance having little desire to 
sec a place which I had known so long ago and Dang unw illin g 
to bring the captain into any trouble. Next day several Jews who 
had been expelled from Martinique, having heard of my arrival, 
came on board, and finding me very much indisposed sent mmr 
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collect my men together After being somewhat recovered 1 
intimated to the governor, by the olticcr who daily came to visit me 
that 1 was deni cut of embarking in the first vend bound foe 
Martinique, in three da)s a barque arrived which the Count dc 
Blcnac governor of the Trench islands, had sent here rcjpcctmg 
an exchange of prisoners. Co’oncl Russel gave me intimation of 
it, ujing (might prepare to depart l was thereupon permitted to 
go to his house and thank him in person for all die civilities he 
bad shown me. He told me that he regretted the laws of warfare 
restrained him from allowing me greater liberty dun he had done 
and prajed me to use the English kindly who might fall into my 
hands. 1 embarked in the 1 reach vessel but 1 could find no 


more than two of the crew whom the governor had formerly sent 
to me and they declared that they knew nothing of what was 
become of the rest. 


Arriving at Martinique I related my adventures to M dc Blcnac 
who insisted on my living with him during the whole period of my 
residence there and he frequendy made me gisc him an account of 
my engagement with the English man-of war At last finding 
an opportunity of procuring a passage for me to France he sent 
for the captain of a vessel bound thither and recommended me 
to him. He would likewise have written letters to France in my 
favour but he was taken so very ill that he could not write and 
died on June to 1 regretted his death very much for many 
reasons. He was a man who delighted to serve every one and felt 
for the misfortunes of those who were persecuted by fate as 1 had 
been who offered a favour before it was asked, who was endowed 
wuh courage, and skilful in man lime affairs, and in high esteem 
with the king for his integrity wisdom justice, as also tnc service 
he had rendered to his country 

The day after the death of M Blcnac I embarked In the 
Virgin a vessel belonging to Bordeaux and had a quick passage 
thither I arrived, impressed wuh many and contradictory senti 
ments, I know not whether 1 have bid adieu to the sea or whether 
I shall go out again to be revenged on the English who have 
done me so much mischief, whether 1 shall traverse the ocean in 
quest of a little wealth or rest in quiet and consume what my 
relations have left me. Men have a strange propensity to under 
tiko voyages, just as they have to gaming Whatever adversity 
boaUs them they trust tnat at length prosperity will come and 
therefore they continue to play on so it u with ui at sea for what 
ever accident we meet with, vve hope to indemnify our losses. 
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The forcing of the Dardanelles Straits was therefore an impera- 
tive issue for Allied strateg) But there were other factors, 
concerned with politics and prestige that were no less important 
in persuading the war councils of the west to such a desperate 
venture as was m contemplation on this fine Apnl morning 

The histone city of Constantinople situated on the northern 
shore of the Sea of Marmara into which the Narrows of the 
Dardanelles debouched, was the focus of all Turkish power 

Such an event as the capture of Constantinople would have re 
echoed across the world- 1 he Balkans would have been electrified 
It would have confirmed Bulgaria in a cautious neutrality would 
have brought relief to haro-pressed Serbia, and Rumania and 
Greece, at this time vacillating would have come in on the side 
of the Allies. New arnucs could have poured to the attack of an 
Austrian empire ahead) hard hit. The Great War may well have 
been shortened by three )cars. 

Estimates as to the preparedness of Turkey for war the morale 
and ability of her troops and their leaders, the efficiency of their 
organization and die real powers of her defence, varied 

enormously 

Lord Fisher and those who felt with him, stressed the power 
of the Turkish forts and the defences of the Dardanelles. No fleet, 
he asserted, unsupported by a well prepared land attack could ever 
force or hold the straits. What was needed was a land attack that 
could take the forts commanding those narrow waters, in rear 
End thus clear a way for the Navy 

The issue was critical for tune pressed Every minute of delay 
was dangerous. Turkey grew hourly in strength and preparedness, 
for she could not be blind to the appalling dangers of a British 
victory at the Dardanelles and must of necessity be straining every 
aenre to meet the inevitable attack. 

Eventually it was decided no troops could be spared and that the 
Navy should act alone. 

Early in March a proud array of ships of battle hammered the 
Turkish forts guarding the narrows but in the moment of victory 
when indeed the Turkish big guns had less than thirty rounds of 
ammunition left them apiece, three fateful mines altered the 
destinies of man by sinking three great British vessels. Naval critics 
cm the spot and lay critics at home despaired of the Navy s success 
then there occurred a delay of over four weeks, a delay pregnant 
with doom for the whole enterprise and at last, an army under 
Sir Ian Hamilton, was a ss emb led and embarked On the morning 


tn sum sjduiE rasqj pspiojjB psq jbsA sip ui jsijjbs uoisisspui 
siSbjj sip pue BpBurjy psiqy sip jo uoqBooj ptre ssus3sixs sip jo 
sjemb psM sjsai sqmx sqx uoqssnb sip jo jno sbm ssuding 

qsu pSppBJcdim UB SBM 
c SUnS-SUU|SBtU qjIM pSpiAOid JjSM XuiSUS S3n|OSSJ -‘pUBJlSlA B JO 
ssbj sip ui ssqsBsq psjssjojdun S3inb 03 uo sjBoq usdo lUOiJ. sdgGjj '' 
puBj ox psAjOAin spjBZBq sjquis 3 sip 03 sb pspnpp sbm suo opj; 
saejS Ajsa sjsm uoisissp sup Sinpsssid suoqBisqqsp sqx 

pUEJUl 

XppBSjs Abm stq jq§p 03 pus Bjnsuiusd sip jo ssSps ujsjssm puB 
UJ3qjnos sip uo ssqsBsq’ sip 3B usui srq pirej 03 £ unq 03 usdo qsEjjB 
jo poipsiu sjqBsqsBid suo Ajuo sbm SJSip 3Bq3 XqBnjusAS pspissp 
‘uoqipsdxs sip jo puBuxuios ui ‘uojpuiBj-j ubj jt§ sjqBuSsjdun 
sjsm sjjip sqx sssdsb S[qBU 0 SBSJ sabS ssqsBsq sjsqM Ajuo 
psqsunEj sq pjnos Bjnsumsd sip uo qsB33B Aue 3Bip JBsp si 3j 

s3tBqs sip 

JO JOJ3UOS Sip 3SSp pUB XlIIJB SuiqSBJJB UB SAlS pjnOAV UOlSSSSSod 
s3i puB pspuBuuuos sq ppios ‘ssjoqs oqBisy puB UEsdoang sip 
ipoq uo SMOJJBjq sq3 SuipJBnS S3JOJ qsiqjnx oqj £ 3SBj sup moi^ 

Bjnsuiusd 

sip jo dq ujsjssAvqjnos sip SuqBumiop ‘q§iq 3ssj psjpunq usass 
£ B qBg iqsy jo sseui sip puB £ q§iq 333} psjpunq usass ‘mojjbu sip 
S3tsoddo nESjEjd jqBg pqr)j 3ip £ qSiq 333J puBsnoq3 3uo ‘suiB3unoiu 
jrcg uecj sjb ipnos jsq3Jnj c XBg BjAng Suisojsus £ qStq 333J 
psjpunq usass jo psjpunq xis sjjiq jo spjis-miss sip si 3souiuJsq3Jou 
sqX suo 3 siq aiou sjb 3 Etp ssuibu JBsq ssju 3 bsj jpq pdisuud jnoj 
sqX sssjSojd 03 sspE3sqo sjqujsj Suqusssjd ‘sjnoiuos sqsB 3 UBj 
oiui puBj sq3 dn qssjq ssuiacj sjqEJsmnuuj uisqj SAoqB sjjiq sq3 Aq 
pspuBuuuos Ajsjqus sdujs 3Joqs 3nq sjb ssqsBsq sq3 c sXBq mojjbu 
A q usqojq sjb sssqj 3J3qA\ C3S 3 q3 uxojj jssqs ssu sjjijs Suusmoj 
suipsEos S3i uo juiod Xjsas Ajjcsu 3 B pun ‘sqnjqs XpjEq joj jdssxs 
‘usjJEq pus puB ‘sutuiunoui psSSnJ jo szeuj b si bsje sqj jo jsojaj 

psjSuBJjs Ajmojs sq pjnos Bjnsuiusd sip jo jssj 
sq3 pjsq puB ps7iss 31 sjsa\ joj ‘sjoqM sq3 03 ssuB3Joduu siSsjEqs 
jbjia jo si ‘jiBjng jo snuxq3si sip sb UMOuq ‘qssu siqx 3piA\. sspui 
jpjq b pUB ssjq3 XpjEq si 31 ‘puEjuicui sqj suio( 31 sjsqM q3JOU 
Sip UI qssu S3l ‘3SSMOJJBU S3I jy SpiAl sspui U3S3JIJ UBq3 SJOUJ SI 31 
£ sjoqs UJS3SB3 S3 1 uo qodqjBQ jo ua \03 sq3 jo innos 3sn( ‘3sspBOjq S 31 
3y sdoimj jo puEjutEui sq3 03 sjpuBq Jssnb b sqq £ css sq3 03 m 
ipnos sspui Ajjy suios joj ssqs3SJ3s Bjnsuiusd qodijjEQ sqx 

qodiqBQ jo 

jjubsse sip sjnjusA 03 Xbq sojpnpq ui Xprsj Aej 31 £ Si6i £ ic pjdy jo 

t*£ 


n n v d a n 



U A L L I r O L t VDVtNTUHt 


which to conwilidatc their defence* Under skilled German 
engineer* they tad bboured well and arduously Bomb proof 
dugouts and trenches had been erected to command all the likely 
Undine sites, and terrible Unci of barbed wire had been stretched 
both along the sand and even under water at the edge* of the 
beaches. The ranges were all marled to an tnch and the available 
held guru and held howiiieri were well sited out of line of hre 
from attacking warships. 

If the Undmg troops had lud to meet the full weight of all the 
Turkish troops which had been detailed for the defence of the 
pcruniub success would have been out of tlic question The 
commander in -chief of the Turkish forces, tlic German general 
Liman von Sanders, had at hu dnpoul some sixty thousand troops. 
With these he could easily luve disown back any attempted Lind 
log over a comparatively narrow area but although he was well 
aware that the attack was coming he could not know at which 
point it would in fact be made 

In consequence he had to be prepared to meet it any wlierc he 
divided his forces into three croups of twenty thousand men and 
fifty guns each. One group nc retained on the Asiatic mainland 
near the ruined fort of Rum Kale the second he held concentrated 
on the BuUir isthmus and the third he distributed along the south 
and cast shores of the peninsula. 

It followed that In the event of a Undine in force at any one 
of die three possible points, the Turkish detachment stationed there 
would have to resist unsupported the whole weight of the British 
attack for at least three days. Neither of the oilier groups could 
come to it* assistance earlier than this. 

Thus it will be seen Uiat in selecting the tip of the pcnmsuU as 
the only possible point for his projected bnding Sir Ian Hamilton 
had chosen just that point where die avaibblc Turkish forces were 
moit dispersed and in the worst case to offer a concentrated 
resistance. To that fact alone must be ascribed the eventual 
though desperate success of the b ruling 

The troop* who were to take part in the bnding consisted of 
pirt of the British Army in Egypt being sixteen battalions of 
Australun arM j fsJcrvv Zealand troops, under the command of Sir 
William Bird wood, the East Lancashire Territorial Division and 
a number of Indian troops. The spearhead of the British force*, 
“ owc 'f r WaI the 29th Division built up of a number of celebrated 
English Irish and Scot* regiments of the regular Army It \va* 
commanded by Sir A. Hunter Weston 
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It wa* hoped that the gum of the j,rcat dupi which were to 
accompany die traruporu, would be able to imaih mon of the 
Turkuh portions and certainly to render an active permtent 
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His exploit, which won him the D.S O was bnlliantly success- 
ful So convinced became Liman von Sanders of the peril of a 
British landing at Bulair, that despite the desperate plight of his 
forces on the southern end of the peninsula he could not be 
persuaded to reinforce them by even one soldier from his troops 
guarding the isthmus, until the evening of die Jkh 

Meanwhile stirring events were transpiring some sixty miles to 
the south, where at Gaba Tepe the Anucs had begun a surprise 
attack. The ships had reached the rendezvous position off the 
promontory punctually at one o clock in the carlv morning of 
haturda) April 25 and after the men had had a hot meal they 
fell in on deck 


It was believed (and nehtly as it happened) that surprise was 
more important than artillery preparation and accordingly in 
dead silence the men scrambled into the waiting boats from which 
they were to land. The arrangements provided for the successive 
landing of one thousand five hundred men at a time and at 
1 30 ajn the first boats moved off They were speedily taken in 
tow by the steam pinnaces, and the leading fiotilJa steamed away 
in the darkness towards the shore. 

Just before daylight at 4 50 a.m., the first boat grounded As 
it did so a Hare burst out on the hillside and a scattered burst of 
machine gun and nfle fire broke out from the Turkish positions. 
The majority of the bullets in the first salvo fortunately went high 
but numbers of men were hit as they leapt impetuously ashore and 
with admirable coolness formed up in rough line on the open beach. 

As the grey light of dawn broke eerily over the sombre grey sea, 
the Australians charged across the sand making for the bright 
flashes of fire breaking the dark shadow of the hills, flashes 
which marked the Turkish positions. For fear that a similar 
occurrence would give away the position of the landing troops 
to the cnemv machine gunners and riflemen, the Australians 
had been ordered not to fill the magazines of their nfles until 
daybreak. 

It was gnm desperate, bloody work With fixed bayonets the 
Australians panted forward scaling the cliffs which hid the Turkish 
first line. Above the staccato barking of the machine guns their 
progress was scarcely heard, and a swarm of stalwart, bronzed 
giants had crashed into and over the Turkish line before its 


defenders were fully aware of their presence. 

No quarter was asked or given. Cold steel decided the issue. 
The Turkish defences were overwhelmed and the troops who were 
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It Happened that one of the local Turkish commanders was 
2 rtwluic officer known at Musuplu KcjtuI Iky 4 nun of destiny 
Indeed and in hit handling of a wcllmgh hopcleu situation he 
showed those qualities by which he wat destined many years 
later to win to leadership of a regenerated Turkey 

He wat in command of the t‘,th Turkish Division stationed 
in reserve at Chunuk Hair Uy chance fortuiutc indeed for the 
Turks, he had paraded hit bcU regiment the 57th foe routine 
mancruvre practice at 5.10 us the morning of the twenty fifth. As 
he moved lorwjrd north cf han Hair at the head of hit men he 
uw about midday a straggling Ime of Turkish psekett coming 
over the hill Questioning diem he learned foe the fust time that 
the Australian! lud landed. Instantly divining the deadly menace 
of the situation he turned hit men round and raced toward* the 
scene of action. On his own responubititv he at once despatched 
order* for the 77th regiment to follow and later railed up vet a 
thud and threw it into the struggle. The advance was halted just 
as it readied tire summit of hart Hair The \ustraluns, scattered 
out of touch exhausted were suddenly confronted by splendid 
troops magnificently led. Field guns opened on them from 
unexpected directions and their valiant charges su cccdtd onlv in 
ex posing them to attacks from the rear 

Outflanked and hard prcsied they fell back Throughout ihe 
rest of that fateful day the ude of battle swayed dizzily backwards 
and forward*. At one or another side received reinforcements so 
it would surge forward. After the initial check the Australians 
again pressed 00 Reinforced by their second division, by a num- 
ber of field batteries and by the Indian troops, all of which were 
boded before midnight, they swept forward to a second attack. 

Dreadful were the miniature battles fought m that wilderness 
of hills and valleys. Desperate and awful wa* the strife Neither 
the Australian* nor their enemies took prisoners, wounded or 
otherwise, and it was the bayonet rather than the bullet which was 
the arbiter of victory 

By ntghtfall however the Turkish reinforcements began to 
arrive in large numbers and the exhausted troops of Mustapha 
Kcmal were succoured in the nick of time. Once more the attach 
flowed seawards, once more the weary Australian* strove to hold 
up the foe fighting bitterly to retain the ground they had regained 
on their second attack 

Exhausted out mantruvred out numbered they were forced 
stubbornly to retreat. In the rear them '•ommandm viewed the 
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flotilla escaped a wound Resolutely, how cv cr, they steamed on 
into' the mouth of the River Dumruk winch takes its sluggish 
way across the most histone of all the world > great battlefields, the 
Plain of Troy There under the shadow of the rums of the 
immortal city, with the ghosts of Creek and Trojan heroes 
thronging round them, these dauntless soldiers leapt ashore. 

Hundreds fell German and Turkish batteries far inland Hung 
shell after shell in the hue of their advance terrible gaps wctc 
npped in their ranks by a had of machine gun bullets. The 
survivors never faltered 

Charging forward they won their way at the point of the bayonet 
and, aided By the guns of the distant warships, drove the Turkish 
batteries steadily inland. 

They had achieved their atm All through that critical Sunday 
when the issue at the beaches hung in the balance the Turkish 
forces round Kum hale were far too preoccupied with tills 
immediate threat to send reinforcements to Cape Hclles and the 
mainland batteries, whose fire might well have turned the tide of 
battle irretrievably against the British poured thetr shells not on 
the struggling, helpless crowds thronging those beaches, but on this 
handful of French troops. 

For nearly thirty six hours they clung to the precarious hold, 
subjected every minute to a growing rain of shells and to the attacks 
of overwhelming infantry forces. Not until late in the morning of 
the Monday did they finally abandon their positions. Then, 
re -embarking, they crossed that shell-swept strip of water to rein- 
force the British troops on Beach S 

The five beaches selected as the points for the main British 
attack, were situated at irregular distances all round the end of the 
peninsula Furthest west was Beach Y between the southern up 
of the San Tepe promontory and the rugged cliff known as Gurkha 
Bluff Next came Beach v, north of Cape Tekhe, and between 
that and Cape Hclks, Beach W Round the end of the latter 
spit of land was Beach V east of Sedd el Bahr and last of all 
was Beach S situated in Morto Bay 

Here then, was the battleground, a nightmare terrain of low 
lying exposed sand-stretches at the mercy of the sheltered defenders 
in the hills above than. They were, however the only practicable 
landing places on the whole of the southern end of the p eninsula 
and the Turks had spared no pa ms to make them impregnable. 

Imagine the scene as the attack began) Across a nlm blue 
sea as dawn broke on this fateful morning, steamed a host of 
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The invader* were free lo dig themselves in and consolidate 
their hold. Uy nightfall they lud established contact with the 
landing at Beach W 

Away at the other end of the line at Beach S equal success had 
attendee! the landing of seven hundred men of the and South Wale* 
Borderer*. Although the war \ easels had been unable to approach 
the shore so closely as at the other two beaches, their guns had 
kept the Turkish fire under and the men had got aihorc with little 
loss. 

As they Landed however shranncl swept the beach thinning 
their ranks, but a short dash earned them to the comparative slicker 
of the cliff* and working their way round the shoulder of the spur 
on which were placed a number of guns known as Dc Tott s 
batter) the) earned the position at the ba)onct point Although 
the) suffered severe losses and were quite isolated from the other 
Landings they clung on tenacious!) beating back several fierce 
counter attacks delivered by the Turk* until the) were relieved on 
the Monday by the hreneh contingent from hum hale 

These three landings, however were largely feint* undertaken 
chiefly to confuse the Turks as to the exact point at which the 
British proposed to make their real thxutf. 

It wa* at Bcache* W and V that Sir Ian Hamilton intended to 
effect his maior lodgment. But the Turk* were little deceived by 
the other attacks and fully expected the landing* at the two main 
point*. 

How different wa* the talc at these two bcache*! Beach W wa* 
a natural fortress of terrific strength. Round a wade gently sloping 
stnp of sand, ran a semi -circle of rugged hills to every point on 
which the whole beach was fully exposed What nature had left 
undone German engineer* had finished Machine-gun nests, bomb 
proof gun emplacement*, cleverly sited trenches, had been cut 
into the cliff face at every vantage point. The beach and the 
fringe* of the water were a mare of wuc entanglements festooned 
with trip-mines and grenades. The place wa* a death trap 

An ominous quiet hung over those cliffs a* the lighter* con- 
veying the landing parties approached the shore. The gun* of the 
ships hurled their shell* u tclcs tly against iron rock*. Then the 
bombardment ceased Foe a breathless minute there was an 
unearthly hush broken at last by the noise of keel* grounding in 
the shingle. 

As though it were a signal inferno broke lose. Within a few 
second*, dead and dying Lay in heap* or tank under the water 
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Tcmblc a* were llic scenes enacted at Beach W, they were 
outfaced rn horror by those crucied at Hcach V 

Round the promontory of Sedd-d Bahr the currents of the 
Dardanelles sweep angrily tnto the Aegean Sea The depth of 
water near the snore at Beach V is consequently much greater 
for the sand is cut away steeply below water level Sir bn Homd 
ton lud decided to talc advantage of this fact- Instead of trying to 
land all his troops from open boats which necessarily could give 
no protection to their occupants in their slow approach to the sliorc 
he lud d repared spccully an old four thousand ion steamer the 
Rsver Clyde 

This vessel whose name is ever memorable was fitted up with 
a steel protected bridge. Into her bows were built a number of 
easements sheltering guns of various calibres. Her sides were 
cut away and m tlicir place were fused enormous steel doors which 
vould be swung back in a minute. From these could issue the 
armed host that lay patiently in her hold. She resembled that 
famous Wooden Horse which centuries before. Creek warriors had 
dragged up to the walls of ancient 1 roy only a few miles away 
across the water 

The swift current made any landing difficult but it was hoped 
to beach the River Clyde and to fill the intervening gap by a sort 
of bridge up of a string of lighters and steam Toppers which 
accompanied her 

From shelter of her bulk it was believed that rowing boats could 
dash across the short space to the beach with comparatively little 
loss. Altogether there was a certain optimism about the success of 
this landing on which indeed the British command placed its 
chief hopes, for everything possible had been done to ensure its 
success. But Beach V was if anything even more of a death-trap 
than Beach W Smaller and with more rugged cliffs above it it 
was completely dominated bv the guns which the Turks had con 
ccalcd behind the ruined walls of the village and old fort at Sedd 
d Bahr Here again no effort had been spared to render the 
position impregnable. Wire, guns and trenches all contributed 
their deadly menace to any invaders. So confident was the Turkish 
commander of the strength of this position that hardy five hun- 
dred Turks had been assigned to us defence His confidence proved 
well founded 

While the fif tccn-mch guns of the Queen Elizabeth twenty 
thousand yards out at sea hurled salvoes of shdls each weighing 
half a ton on to the distant cliff*, the River Clyde steam ed 
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rewltcd only in the complete destruction of the whole landing force. 
The order was given to cease further operations until nightfall 

Even then, the men mil left behind in the steamer continued 
to surge forward and only by desperate efforts were their officers 
able to restrain them. 

Their comrades who had reached the beach were isolated. Once 
again, however fate relented and the seemingly inevitable massacre 
was averted. A few yards from the waters edge the tides and cur 
rents had thrown up a low sandbank some five feet high. Under 
the shelter of this, the handfuJ of troop* crouched all day scarcely 
daring to move, waiting, waiting waning In the hold of the 
River Clyde with no knowledge of what was happening, the rest 
of the brigade endured with patience and fortitude the remaining 
hours of daylight 

A perfect tornado of bullets and shrapnel rattled on the steel 
sides of the steamer for the guns in her forward casements and the 
distant fire of the battleships was quite unable to quell the enemy 
batteries. 

All day long the dreadful suspense continued, then just as dark 
ness began to fall the Turkish fire on the ship and shore slackened. 
It was directed westward. 

What had happened? The men of the Lancashire Regiment 
had landed, it will be recalled some mile or so to the right on 
Beach W Despite the appalling losses they had sustained and the 
Intensive fighting they had been called upon to face, they had never 
called a halt. All day they had battled steadily forward and 
towards the evening of that memorable Sunday they had reached 
the heights on which stood Scdd-cl Bahr overlooking Beach V 

Steadily working thor way eastward they began to dnvc the 
Turkish machine-gunners and riflemen out of their trenches and 
as a result the trapped men below them on beach and steamer were 
given a respite. They seized lhar c h a nce immediately and, aided 
by the growing darkness, the remaining troops in the River Clyde 
were speedily got ashore. 

With scarcely a pause they pushed forward on their left to aid 
in the attack on Sedd-d-Bahr and by midnight they had effected 
lodgments in the lower hills whence they were able to make con- 
tact with the Lancashire Fusiliers from Beach W 

Even then the position was desperately critical. Thar line in 
the centre of the beach was still terribly exposed and their new 
position was under direct fire from the village on higher ground 
and the isolated hill behind it. 
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died in the moment of victor), for inspired to sublime madness by 
his action burning to avenge his heroic death die troops he had 
rallied dashed forward in a wild charge that prosed irresistible 
Cutting through the barbed wire forgetful of their exhaustion and 
oblivious of their frightful losses, they stormed into the Turkish 
trenches and bayoneted their defenders. 

The heights were won it was only fitting lhai the troops should 
give the name of Doughty Wylie 10 tnis hillon which lies boned a 
very gallant officer 

Out his individual heroism, for ail that it stands out in bold and 
dramatic relief cannot eclipse the achievements of those three 
regiments, the Dublin and the Munster Fusiliers and the Hamp- 
shire*. Speaking of their deeds of this fearful day Mr Winston 
Churchill in his book ** The World Crisis, has paid them noble 
but fitting tribute. The prolonged renewed, and seemingly 
inexhaustible ciTorts of the survivors of these three battalions, their 
persistency their will power their physical endurance, achieved a 
feat of arms ecru inly in these respects not often if ever surpassed 
in the history of other island race 

We cannot here even sketch in the closing chapters of the 
Gallipoli landing They belong to history with their moving talcs 
of heroism, endurance and disaster They tell a story of a steadily 
expanding battlefield, of steadily increasing obstacles, of final 
tragedy and failure, a story of relentless, alt-devouring war 
Here we have set down only an epic of adventure, shot through 
and through with supreme courage. When first the full talc of 
the Battle of the Beaches was told it stilled a world with awe. 
When it is retold a hundred years hence men will still marvel at 
the deeds of valour done in those two fateful days. 
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who plundered ihc earth for die (remixes of Solomon had no 
mod an cyanide for exvacting gold I "he boulders were smashed 
b) hurling them into depths and the gold torn forth by some ancient 
crushing apparatus. 

As we Mumbled among the boulder strewn slopes, lizards 
wriggled across the rocks m die sunshine In one of the eases a 
huge black snake coiled in sinister fashion The prospector did 
net hesitate. Putting his rifle to his shoulder he fired three shots 
in rapid succession into that coiled blackness The echoes reverber 
ated in the maze of holes and tunnels. 

More than /150 000,000 worth of gold was extracted from this 
reef Such u the considered opinion of mining experts. Actually 
gold stdl exists there, although only in small quantities. Caurnly 
die ancients extracted all the gold worth while from dus sun baked 
reef in die heart of Africa 


Even in these days of intense gold productions, £150000000 
worth of gold means the work of years, and of thousands of men. 
These old workings over which 1 tramped were only one of a chain 
that grouped them sc lies around the mystery rums. And subter 
rancan stone passages led from the mines to the ruins which 1 could 
see dimly in the valley beneath 

They re called the Zimbabwe rums, said the prospector but 
that is merely the native word for gold-workings. Let * go by this 
passage Into the temple. 

we began our tramp of more than a mile between none walls. 
This one time subterranean passage stretched between the gold 
mines and die vaults. One could visualize the black slaves sweating 
and stumbling m the darkness, the precious metal on their bruised 
backs and the sneering task mail a behind them. 

They plunged along the stone passage way as the two sun- 
burned prospectors did on dus occasion The stone walls more than 
thirty feet high hemmed them in on both sides. Probably it was 
not pcrmntcdto these miserable slaves to see the blue silk of the sky 
stretched above them as we saw it— foe in those days dark deeds 
were done in darkness, and the passage was roofed from the sun 

We soon saw the reason for these massive stone walls. Actually 
the whole of the goldfields and the sacred temple were surrounded 
by fortress-like walls, forty feet high and ten feet thick. This 
mighty barrier of grey stone stretched among the tree trunks glow 
mg with orchids, fought the pink blossomed creeper that uretchcd 
its tentacles everywhere, and defied the mimosa acacia and wisteria 
to flaunt their beauty above its heights. 
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in the midst of altars and lowers and great dabs of fallen masonry 
Hu foot locked against an object. He picked it up and found it 
was a golden ornament. Then the night swept over all with the 
swiftness of the tropics. 

That terrible night among the ruins of the mystery city must 
have come back to Ryskcs-Grundlcr as he whispered nis story to 
the bank clerk in Sl John s Wood. 

He had sat down huddled against a stone wall unable to sleep. 
In the middle of the night, the intense quiet was suddenly broken 
by a peal of hideous laughter It died away then burst forth again 
louder and as it seemed close at hand 

Ryskcs-Chandlcr whipped round resolver in hand. For a time 
he could see nothing in that horrible darkness. Then as though 
illuminated by some unearthly light he saw an immensely tall 
figure with a grotesque face so distorted as to resemble a mask. He 
fired. There was a prolonged jell and the tall figure swayed But 
the next moment the white nun received a stunning blow on the 
back of the head and fell unconscious. 

It was morning when he recovered. He could sec the aty, a 
vast labyrinth overgrown w-ith trees and thorn Hu only desire 
was to escape, quickly Bruised and ill he staggered back through 
the forest, and reached a nauve village the one where the witch- 
doctor had warned him against the mystery ruins. 

Where is the witch-doctor? he gasped. 

He went away into the forest and has not yet returned was 
the reply 

And Ryskcs-Chandlcr smiled, for he recalled something 
familiar in that tall figure at which he had fired. 

Such was the story told by the dying man to a bank clerk. 
He urged him to seek out the mystery of the aty of the forest 
and discover the gold that was hidden there. The bank clerk sailed 
for South Africa, but died shortly afterwards in Capetown before 
he had a chance of testing the truth of the story 

I spent many days digging and sweating beneath the run of 
Rhod esi a amidst the ruins of Zimbabwe. Such gold as I obtained 
was insufficient to pay my hotel bilk But there is still gold m plenty 
among those scrubby hills, although only giant machinery and 
hordes of native workers could hope to extract it. If this indeed 
had been King Solomon s mines, the wise monarch of the Old 
Testament had bved luxuriously enough to extract most of the gold 
worth while. But I too, held the theory that the mines arc else 
where and still fabulously rich. 
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Count dc Prorok found the mines which furnished gold for the 
tombs of the kings of Egypt thousands of years before Chnst and 
were still being worked tor local nati>e rulers. It was only with 
the greatest difficulty, and after the personal intervention of Lord 
Tyrrell former British ambassador in Pans, that he obtained 
permission from the emperor of Abyssinia to visit W erica Warka. 

Even then he and his pony had to travel at night and by secret 
passes to avoid capture. Near the spot he came on hundreds of 
slaves seeking gold. Nearby were stone pyramids, said to be the 
tombs of slaves of the time of the Egyptian kings. The count 
defied a ban to enter one of them. He noticed a peculiar chemical 
smell characteristic of ancient embalming which convinced him 
that here, several uccks journey from Egypt had been an Egyptian 
settlement of Solomon s time. 

Reading the report of Count dc Prorok s expedition recalled 
an adventure of my own when in Abyssinia, in the days before 
the Italians conaucred the country and sent the emperor into exile 
I sat in a dismal ant ridden hotel in Addis Ababa and facing me 
was a semi -drunken prospector from Johannesburg An empty 
champagne bottle stood on the table between us. 

M 1 tell you there s miles of the stuff— miles of gold ” be shouted 
waving a gnray, sunburnt hand. Also eaves, where diamonds lie 
about far the picking They re the lost mines of King Solomon 
and I ve found cm. 

Where arc they? I asked blundy 

He closed one eye cunningly 

Away in the mountains — out in the blue. 

And why don t you go and grab the stuff?” 

His fist tn umped the table, knocking over the bottle. 

Because I can t get a concession to mine granted to me by this 
black man who has been crowned emperor of Abyssinia I ve 
been in the God-forsaken town ten weeks, bribing and wheedling 
a chance for my concession to be signed. But Rai Tafan s too 
clever He s not going to sign yet. But let’s have another bottle. 
We re celebrating like the rest, aren t we? 

I crooked my finger to the native waiter 

Another bottle or champagne was brought. 

Would you like to join a syndicate that s going out to find 
those mines? bleared the gold prospector at me. 

I shook my head. 

Sorry but 1 m here for a coronation, not a gold-prospecting 
expedition. 
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MURDER AMONG INDIANS 

By 

PHILIP H GODSELL 

F ear and starvation nailed among it the wigwam* of the 
Saultcatuc on the lonely shores of Sandy Laic 

Upon a spruce bed in one of the bircn-Lurl lodge* by the 
young squaw Sap-wane raving in dclinum possessed, said 
Fc-cc-quan the medicine nun bv evil spirits luble at any moment 
to turn Weendtgo or cannibal and endanger ail the band, 

lew young squaus in the band had been so well liked ai 
Sap-was-te whose comely looks, dashing white teeth and ready 
smile had endeared her to young and old Eagerly she had been 
sought after by the young bud*, upon all of whom ihe smiled, 
yet, not until the previous spring had she given herself to the 
son of old Pc-cc-quan, the conjurer 

Early in the autumn just as the leaves were falling from the 
tree* and the tang of approaching winter could be felt in the 
evening breexe the Red SucIct band of Sauheaux had left the 
company s trading poit at Isbnd Lake nearly two hundred miles 
to the eastward of Norway House and slowly paddled their bail 
canoes to ihcir winter hunting grounds at bandy Lake. 

There they had creeled their lodges amongst die deep spruce 
woods which fringed the shore. Sap-was-te had been singularly 
quiet for one who was usually so merry and the music of her 
laughter had ceased to enliven the evenings around the camp- 
fire*. The young squaw was taken ill soon after 

At first they had thought that she would soon recover Now 
however she was delirious and strange tall and queer words 
came tumbling from her bps. At times again she fought with 
peculiar strength and ferocity causing Pe-cc-quan, the seventy 
year-old medicine man to shale his bead and ponder deeply 
with eyes fixed upon the glowing embers in the centre of the 
lodge. For days he had howled and shouted waved hu medicine 
rattle and pounded his tomtom close to the girl s body in hopes 
that the noise would drive the evil spirits out, but all to no avail 
Pc-cc-quan like all the Indians of this almost unknown land 
was steeped in the superstitions of the red men. Still a pagan 
he worshipped his pow organ or medicine bag the spirits in the 
309 
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had watched the dreaded preparations, but lacked the courage 
to raise a hand in hts wife s defence, so deep-seated were the pagan 
superstitions of the tribe 

Not long afterwards a bundle swathed m a rabbit skin robe 
was earned into the leafless forest and buned in a shallow grave. 
Then lest the evil ipints should return and raise the body back 
to life a long sharp stake was dnven through it into the ground 
and a pile of rocks was heaped above the spot, while the uncanny 
howls of the starving sleigh dogs served as a requiem for the dead 
girl s soul Then many shots were fired into the air from the 
guns of the motley group of hunters to fnghten the hovering 
spirits away, a torch was applied to the execution lodge, ana 
Pc-cc-quan informed his awed followers that all would now be 
well. 

Some months later Big Bill Campbell the Hudson s Bay 
Company s trader at Island Lake was looking disgustedly from 
the small window of his log dwelling at the snow swirling around 
outside. Never before had he seen such a severe winter Right 
from freeze up it had been desperately cold and snow had fallen 
every time there had been the slightest rise in temperature. Drifted 
snow almost covered the stockade and buildings, and though it 
was ncanng Christmas, hardly an Indian had been in with furs 
to trade. 

Like most of the company s men Campbell had entered the 
service in Scotland when a lad of sixteen sailed on the annual 
ship and landed at York Factory Since that time he had travelled 
widely amongst the Indians, knew both Crees and Ojibway* 
Intimately their superstitions and languages and, like other traders, 
managed to preserve a loose control over the thousand or so pagan 
natives who traded at his post. 

Turning to his move wife, he addressed her in Cree. 
Wat-chu to- gat si This is the worst winter I have ever seen 
Snow snow every day Why if this keeps up, the Indians won t 
be able to trap any fur* at all thei r traps will be snowed up Here 
rt is December already, hardly a pelt in the store, and MeTavuh 
due any day now 

A knock sounded at the door 
Pettgay (come in), shouted the trader 

Hat m hand the interpreter entered. Three dog teams out 
cm the ice, sir and coming this way he remarked. Dogs 
seem tired and they re travelling very slow 

Slipping on his fur cap fringed buckskin coat and gauntlets, 
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neglected like a dog outside one of live bark wigwams, shrivelled 
up lo nothing and fed on scraps thrown lo her as if die were a 
dog )ct with bright iniclhgcnt eyes. She was very old probably 
one hundred and len )cart or more and was undoubtedly an 
encumbrance lo the band But he Ivad been shocked when her 
own daughter had tn d him of the manner of her caramon She 
had been ca-t alive upon a ilaming pyre of dry spruce logs. After 
the fuc had burned down all tliat had remained was ihc old 
wunun s hcait amongst live ashes, which according to the daughter 
was a sure sign of the evil that was in it else it wou’d luve been 
consumed within the I Lames. She had therefore uken the heart 
impaled it on a suck and punasked it as unc would roast a 
duck. 

Later in the waiter Robert Fiddler had come in and reported 
that old Pc<c-<juaii had !ud his cousin shot through the head 
because he was ill Then die) had burned to death Me owawum 
because he had sutler cd for days with an intestinal complaint 
attributed to bad spirits. 

Tlicsc constant killings were atfccting the mentality and entire 
outlook of the whole band soon it would be impossible lo get them 
to hunt at alL After all fur was, and always would be the thought 
uppermost in any trader s mind and anything that interfered with 
the trap nuio of lun was a matter of primary importance Should 
he notify the North West Mounted Police at Norway House? 
The problem was a difficult one. If he failed to do so then he 
was, to all intents and purposes, protecting the culprits. On die 
other hand, McTavish would as usual resent any action by the 
police as interfering with his own fancied authority while, if he 
did report to Sergeant Smith and the Indians found out as they 
most assuredly would it might seriously imperil his standing with 
them and they would quite likely scatter and trade at other posts, 
or even with the hated free traders. 

Nevertheless, he decided to give the list to Sergeant Smith and 
get him to write to headquarters. 

Two months after Sergeant Smith had written the commissioner 
of the North West Mounted Police at Ottawa regarding the killing 
of the girl Sap-was-tc, at Island Lake he received his answer 

In the meantime he had sent a lone patrol of! to Island T-ilf 
to gather evidence regarding the killings he had heard of from 
Bill Campbell and others. One morning Constable O NcjII had 
left the barracks in the chilling cold of subarctic dawn and 
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Vi tit Mounted I’oIkc* and thor reputation fur Mjutre dealing 
Wookl u Le coou A h? Many U the old- timer* who knew thov 
Indian* uhJ that a would n«l 

Mocuht pat*d but ou umJ re-cheJ Norw ay \ lode. \t length 
the «c cumrocrvcd to get Hack in »doj, then alnunt without 
warning, tumnxf hut it ur*on the Nuinland the trickle of water 
ui* heard ocrywbar the mow diurjexrcd jbnoit overnight 
and with a lemix Loaning tJ< we U the Vlwxv River gave way 
Frerd of ill fetun the iwitt and turbid water* luihni and iwirled 
by on that way to !!od*/a Hay 

When the cuddle of Julj aimed without any ugn of the police 
anxiety «j»cad apa^e at Norway Hume and in many nuxrtcr* 
con wet ion wa* openly loweJ that the Saultraux had lived up to 
that end icpuutxm and the patreJ had been deutojed 

A* kxxj a* li-cjr h-*l left the hatd l<atcn trail* near the feet* 
CocutaUc Cad* man and fu» tonijumotu icalued that they had 
no toft yob ahead of them. Day after day (hey (oiled through 
cncemoui uwwdrifu, often whipped by the Luting north wind 
fiJiung blizzard* accomparued by *t«King blinding mow glad 
when night came to atcuh their tired and pained Umbi upon 
veil and fragrant ipruec ixxigh* leforc the roaring comp-fuc. A 
hot meal of bannock beam, and u earning mong tea would revue 
thetr tpuiu, and after feeding their dog* they would roll in their 
rabbit dun* and unk into merciful furrctfuJncu of aching and 
iwoUen feet frozen ear* and the »ub of icy LLaiu, 

It waa many day * ere the picketed cnc (enure of the log fort 
at Idand Lake came Into view Long before the tired do 6 t dathed 
excitedly through the gateway the red flag lluticred out in greeting 
—a welcome ught to any northern traveller 

The genial Campbell accompanied by O Neill met them at 
the gateway with hearty handinakct, glad to ice another while 
face m this land of lonchncu. 

“Come right in boys! Never mind your dog*— John, ray 
trapper will look after them and put your rtufl into the warchouie. 
Juu come right in and get warmed up and give ui the la teat newt 
from Norway llouic and Winnipeg! 

The two day* rett that followed the extra feed for the tired 
dog*, the mmptuou* meal* of mooic meat dried berne* and real 
bread, and the chance to get warmed through and through put 
the party in fine fettle when the time came to hit the trad once 
more. With parting word* of cheer from the big trader and many 
warning* to be careful of the Red Sucker Indian* ringing in their 
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and kid* with cm There i bound to be some kind of a trail we 
can follow, though it * liable to be daw work Look* to me as 
though they re high tailing it for Deer Lake 

The patrol reached the old camp-site neat morning where they 
had little difficulty in locating the resting place of the murdered 
girl Turning to the southward they slowly followed the family 
marked traiL 

It was not unul they armed at Deer Lake that the trad 
freshened* Then as the sun was almost setting they came upon 
net holes surrounded with spruce boughs, a sure sign of the 
proximity of Indians. As they rounded a heavtlj wooded point the 
outlaw oaultcaux camp by stretched before them a score or more 
of squat bark wigwams nestling in the sombre darkening forest 
a mile or so ahead. 

Rapid movements among the lodges, and the angry barking 
of many dogs, apprised them that their presence had become 
known But they continued resolutely onward with rapidly beat 
ing hearts while the medicine drum throbbed its menacing warning 
across the frozen bay 

Leaving the teams in charge of Moses Core and the Indian 
Constables Cashman and O NeflJ along with kirkncss, climbed the 
bank and next moment were looking into a sea of angry scowling 
faces and piercing deep-set serpent like eyes. Squaws, from the 
scan it y of their lodge doors, spat and hurled insults at the two 
Sht-mar fywu the hated Long knives. 

Although he dared not show his feelings, Cashman was 
surprised at the size of the camp which was the largest he had seen 
while there were far more long-haired capoted bucks around than 
he had ever anticipated meeting Evidently they had heard of 
the coming of the red coats and a call had been sent by the chief 
to the neighbouring camps to gather his swarthy supporters all 
around him. 

The Saultcaux were obviously m a thoroughly ugly and surly 
mood and his interpreter was also nervous. The atmosphere was 
tense in the extreme and Cashman realized instinctively that any 
tactless action on his part would probably be accompanied by most 
serious consequences. Any Indians he had dealt with so far had 
always held the Mounted Police m fear and the prestige which 
this famous force enjoyed went far when making difficult arrests. 
Here there was no fear but only bitter racial hatred and for the 
first time he fully realized the magnitude of the task before him. 

With set bps and a steady stride he entered the largest wigwam 
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lock* from before his eyes, threw back his head with his hands 
held out towards his captors. 

Mi way l Ah-mi way I Put those uom on my wnm. White 
rmn, I am old and ha sc not long to live many winters have 
left the snows upon my hair 1 do not wish to see my people get 
into trouble. I will go with you so will my brother Pe-cc-quan 
You arc a brave man you look me right in the eye as one true 
man should always loo* at another 

Neither of the policemen displayed the intense relief they 
experienced from the favourable outcome of the council They 
knew Indian nature too well not to realize that any moment might 
still witness a change of attitude. Promptly the two \oung men 
who had assisted at the killing were singled out and upon the 
advice of Mista inninew agreed to accompany the police. Both 
prisoners were spared the humiliation of bong handcuffed, as it 
might easily have caused the smouldering fires of hatred to once 
more burn into (lame. Without any outward display of haste 
the baggage of the prisoners was placed upon the sleighs and 
accompanied by the chief Pc-cc-quan and die two witnesses, the 
four teams set out on their long journey back to Norway House 

Until far into the night they continued on their way anxious 
to place as great a distance as possible between themselves and 
the village they had left, lest, in their excitement some of the 
more hot headed young bucks might follow in their trad and 
attempt a rescue. 

Turn about they stood guard over the sleeping prisoners at 
night. A large, cold, silvery moon shone down upon the camp 
as O Neill took watch, lighting up the heavily lined face of the 
sleeping chief An owl hooted mournfully somewhere in the 
darkened woods, and a faint breeze sighed through the tree tops, 
rustling them slightly Some unseen presence seemed to hoscr 
around the place. The constable watched silently and a feeling 
of deep sympathy came over him. 

After all these were pagan Indians, and it was their own 
country which the white man was taking possession of without 
as mudi as by your leave. Murder could not be condoned, 
yet these natives had their own queer laws and superstition* and, 
no doubt there were many occasions when the destruction of a 
demented person was actually necessary to the safety of the band. 
Where was one to draw the line? There had been a certain 
nobility in the manner of the old man s surrender Furthermore, 
he re memb ered now the kindly pat the old chief had given him 
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tribesmen should be properly impressed with the power of the 
police, and the ccrumiy of puniduucnt overtaking evildoers. 
Arrangements had already been completed to have Colonel Saunders 
of the North West Mourned Police to conduct the trial 

Meanwhile the company liad turned over to the police the large 
council house wherein the factors had gathered in years gone oy 
from the Great Lakes to the Rocky Mountains to hold their annual 
councils and regulate the affairs of Rupert s Land 

Upon the day that Colonel Saunders and his parly were due 
to amvc Sergeant Smith and Cashman left for Warren s Landing 
at the head of Lake Winnipeg twenty miles away to meet the 
steamer At the barracks tne prisoners were taking their daily 
exercise under the charge of a young constable. Suddenly the 
policeman noticed that Pc<c-quan was missing 
M Tante Pc<c-ouan? he asked the chief 
Dunno! gruflly replied the Indian 
A hauy search of the barracks grounds failed to reveal any 
sign of the musing man and the alarm was hastily spread 
Pc<e-quan had escaped. 

Quick boys, search the woods, cried the thoroughly excited 
constable to some half breed onlookers, but no< a non could be 
found of the prisoner It was near nightfall when O Neill returned 
from die fort and assisted the constable in his search Through 
the drear and forbidding forest they made their way 

M Good God! What s that? cried his companion hoarsely 
What I Where? demanded O Neill in alarm as he shook of! 
the convulsive grip upon his arm. 

There I Swinging from the branch of that tree cried his 
companion pointing to a dark object silhouetted against the 
darkening sky 

It was the lifeless body of Pc-cc-quan hanging from a tree 
by hu L Assumption belt which was knotted dghtly around hu 
neck. He had gone to meet the Manitou of the Saulteaux but 
he had chosen his own time and place and had not died at the 
hands of the pale faced usurpers of the Indians hunting grounds. 

On August 8 1907 Misti innincw stoically faced his accusers 
in the histone old council house which had witnessed many strange 
sights, but none more thrilling than those now taking place. 
Behind a large spruce table covered with a Union Jack sat Colonel 
Saunders, impressive in his immaculate uniform Beside him sat 
the lawyers, attired in wigs and gowns, while behind stood the 
red -coated escort in charge of Mista innincw and the In dian^ 
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CONQUERORS OF THE 
GREAT CANADIAN DIVIDE 


By 

F A. BEAUMONT 


S tartu-D by the resolver shot the two eagles rose with flurrying 
wings from the branch of the tree, circled in terror for a 
moment, then flew down a narrow valley running eastwards 
through the mountains. 

The surveyor grinned as he replaced his revolver in its holster 
Then suddenly his face became tense. With straining eyes he 
watched the flight of the disappearing eagles. Tney sped 
unhesitatingly, straight as arrows, down the valley 

I believe I vc found it at lastl" he exclaimed. For many 
weary weeks. Waller Mobcrly, assistant to the Surveyor-General 
for British Columbia, bad been fighting his way through dense 
underbrush, wading through flooded rivers, scaling precipitous 
cliffs, in the seemingly hopdess search for a pass through the Gold 
Range Afountauu. Time and again he had found just such a 
valley only to discover it was a ‘blind ” leading him once more 
to these towering defiant peaks. But now the sixth sense of the 
born explorer told bun that he was right. 

Twenty years later the last spike of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway was to be driven in that valley, where the steel highways 
from the Atlantic and the Pacific met, and the impossible dream 
of spanning Canada with an iron road was realized at last. 

This great adventure began as far back as 1857 An imperial 
commission was set up in that year to inquire into the 
suitability of the colony of Canada for settlement, and the 
advisability of constructing a tra n s co ntinental hne of railway 
through British territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, 
and thus to connect and at the same time to provide a safer and 
more direct means of communicating with the British possessions 
in the Orient. 

Captain Palliscr, an officer of the Waterford Artillery Militia, 
was appointed leader of a party of explorers who wandered for 
four years m a wilderness extending from the snowy wastes of 
the far north to the boundary line in the south and from the 
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nd I managed to keep the canoe out of the whirls that threatened 
0 suck us down At one moment v,c were on the edge o( one of 
hese dangerous places, and the neat swept a hundred yards away 
ly a tremendous boil Sometimes one end of the canoe became 
be bow and at other times the opposite end but at length we 
cached a little sandy cose and landed in still water 

Mobcrly Ivopcd to obtain supplies from the branch party but 
iwing to some misunderstanding, they did not arrive at the 
ippomtcd rendezvous. There was nothing for it but to set olT 
ip mcr again to meet his Indians returning with supplies. 

This return journey he always regarded as die most dangerous 
exploit of his career as a surveyor The river w-as m spate 
threatening to swamp and overturn the little canoe at every 
moment Poling against the swift and powerful current 
demanded terrific effort for every yard the canoe made head 
way 11 seemed to be swept back two. Soaked and exhausted, 
Mobcrly at length regained his starung place on the Columbia 
River 

Later he made an arduous ascent of the mountains on the 
west side of the Columbia River His object was to reach the ridge 
range. He was so determined to find a pass that he was ready 
if necessary, to follow the ridge to the boundary line 

As dude was failing he stood on the summit of a high peak 
and saw a valley extending to the distant Shuswap Lake, a con- 
tinuauon of it running westward to the Columbia River and also 
a v alley extending far to the southward. 

Was this the end of his quest? It was too late for further 
exploration, but that night Mobcrly scarcely closed his eyes. 
Before daylight, he rose, stole away from his sleeping companions, 
and hurried to the bottom of the valley On reaching the stream 
he found the water flowing westward. There was a low valley 
to the eastward. It was the valley of the eagles I 

Mobcrly blazed a cedar tree and wrote upon it Thu u the 
pass for the overland railway " 

But the great task he had set himself had only begun. 
Immediately opposite Eagle Pass a nver emerged from a deep 
gorge to join the Columbia from the east Drenched by icy 
torrential rain Mobcrly forced hu way up this gorge, fighting 
through dense and lacerating scrub climbing over huge jagged 
rocks and fallen trees, until he reached the point where the nver 
divided into two stream*. One emerged from a valley with a 
north-cast bearing, the other from a valley running easterly It 
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big whiskers, whose vehemence belied hu fifty years. Ultimately, 
Rogers barked an offer which was acceptable to Louie he 
nodded silently and motioned thither a nearby Jesuit father to 
sanctify the agreement. 

Rogers s reputation as a man who spared neither himself nor 
anyone else when there was a yob of work on hand was known 
throughout the Pacific coast. But c\cn his nephew was surprised 
by the terms on which he enlisted the services of ten stalwart 
Indians. Each was given to understand that if he so much as 
grumbled once at the ardours of the tourney he would be sent 
back without a letter of good report all his wages would be con- 
fiscated by the Church ana Chief Louie woula by one hundred 
lashes on the bare back of the offender 1 

A small steamer was chartered to take the party to the mouth 
of the Eagle River — the bst outpost of civilisation — on Shuswap 
Lake. After fourteen days strenuous travel they reached the 
Columbia River It was a swollen torrent with the heavy nuns, 
quarter of a mile wide, and of abysmal depth They had no 
boat. But it had to be crossed somehow 

Rogers turned to the Indians. Make a raft, he said. They 
stared at him in dumb amazement. Go on get busy 1 he 
snapped 

After two hours, the Indians had lashed together a dubious 
conglomeration of cedar logs. It floated well above the surface 
but settled down ominously when five hundred pounds of flour 
two hundred of bacon salt, baking powder rifles, rope, two dwarf 
tents, blankets and aies had been heaped on it. 

The two white men stepped cautiously aboard. Thu raft 
u unking! cned Albert. Rogers grinned It U bst nil we 
get across, be said. 

But it could obviously carry no more, and the Indians hung 
back. Paddle and grab, bhst youl snapped Rogers. 

Pushing off the raft, the Indians waded in to their necks, and, 
each with one hand holding on to the raft, and swimming 
with the other they managed to impel it across and land m 
safety 

At thu point the river was flowing from the north. But it 
had come from the south on the farther side of the Selkirks, 
describing a fiddle shaped bend of about a hundred and eight 
miles in total length. Rogers wanted to save a hundred miles of 
railway by 10 to speak cutting across the neck of the fiddle To 
do this, be would have to find a pass suitable for the great iron 
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the mam Selkirk Range. The finding of a route foe the great 
national thoroughfare depended on the possible gateways through 
the mountains at the head of cither of tnese forks of the river 

Their food rations were now almost at vanishing point. At 
first Major Rogers thought he would leave the Indians behind 
but later feared that if he did so they would make off with the 
remaining supplies. He therefore decided to cache everything 
that would hinder travel, and accompanied by the Indians, 
make a forced march up the north fork to the summit of the 
range. 

With only two days rations left the party started over the 
snow, in the lee of Mount Sir Donald climbing steadily upwards 
until they reached a large level gap When they ha a traversed 
this, they discovered that the water a gam separated, flowing east 
and west. 

The ascent grew steeper and steeper Cutting fir sticks to 
aid them in their climb they toiled upwards towards a belt of 
forest which Major Rogers had observed, about half way up the 
mountain. 

Exhaustion hunger and exposure now marked immistokably 
the face of every man Each was punt with the suffering 
endured while struggling in icy rain, loaded with heavy packs, 
through Satan s own country 

They ascended beyond the forest belt and now the climb 
became intensely perilous. They stumbled across new fallen 
avalanches, swarmed up crevices, won blind toe holds round corners 
hulled in snow clung like spiders to nfts in the solid rock and 
groped, with uncertain fingers, for slippery ledges where they might 
puli themselves ever upwards. 

Four of the Indians had tied thar pack straps to each other s 
belts. The leading Indian striving to reach an upper ledge 
slipped and fell back suddenly on the others. All four dropped 
headlong from their ledge thirty feet to a steep incline, and rolling 
over and over, tangled in t hei r pack straps, disappeared from 
view over a lower ledge. 

Our hearts were in our mouths, Albert Rogers reported 
M fearing the worst might have happened to them. Dead Indians 
were easily buried, but men with broken legs, to be earned out 
through such a country and with barely food enough to taLe 
us back to the Columbia River on a forced march, made a 
problem which even strong men dreaded to face. 

Anyone who has been a mountain climber knows that there 
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accepted his stipulation and promised British Columbia that the 
railway should be completed by 18S1 

The new project lor a railway of three thousand miles across 
Canada entailed a stupendous task of exploration and detailed 
surveying For instance no maps existed of the great forests of 
Ontario* of the desert wastes north of Lake Superior of the vast 
buffalo- tracked prairies* or of five hundred miles of mountains 
all of which had to be charted for a possible railway route 

Thu colossal survey with its mynad problem* was entrusted 
to Sandford Hcming a world renowned Scottish born engineer 
Hu company of surveyors was augmented by various specialists, 
whose duty it was to report on the botanical geological climatic 
and geographic features in the territory explored, and also to plan 
the location of a telegraph 

Fleming s cxpediuon first made its way through the forests of 
Ontario. During most of this journey they had to hew their 
way westwards with axes. Then they went on to Fort Garry 
the Hudson Bay trading post next to Edmonton and later 
bearing w ext wards, along the Athabasca River and into the 
Rockies. 

Here the obstacles suggested a giant % playground Huge rocks, 
forests which were a mass of Men trees, deep glacial torrents 
had to be circumvented daily 

Traversing the Miette River Valley Fleming crossed into 
British Columbia and descended by tnc western slope of the 
Rockies, following the Fraser River After passing Mount 
Robson, one of Canada s finest peaks, he reached Tetc Jaime 
Cache and, turning south-east, pursued the Canoe River Valley to 
Kamloops. Here he met trails blazed by those old pioneering 
explorers, Thompson and Fraser and ultimately reached the 
Pacific Occam 

Fleming s party was the first to travel over the entire route ox 
the transcontinental railway between Lake Superior and the 
Pacific, and thus the great surveyor linked up for the first time 
the three mountain passes discovered by Hector Moberly and 
Rogers. In his diary Fleming reveals some of the penis and 
hardships the pathfinders had to endure. 

We have to cross gorges so narrow that a biscuit might be 
thrown from the last horse descending to the bell-horse sue hundred 
feet ahead, ascending the opposite ode. 

The fires have been running through the wood* and are mil 
burning Many of the half-burnt trees have been blown down 
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M None of the men had a tern and they nettled b) the trees and 
obtained what protection they could. Our waterproofs were 
divided among them as far as they would go, and such as did 
not poise is them were more or less drenched 

The walking Is wretchedly bad. We male little headway, 
and every tree, every leaf is wet and casts oil the rain In a 
short urac we arc as drenched as the folugc. 

We have many fallen trees to climb and it is no slight 
matter to struggle over trees ten feet and upwards in diameter 
We ha\c rocks to ascend and descend we have a marsh to cross 
in which we uni often to the middle. For half an hour we have 
waded I will not say picked, our way to the opposite side through 
a channel filled with stagnant water having an odour long to be 
remembered. Skunk cabbage is here indigenous, and is found in 
acres of stinking perfection. 

We clamber to the higher ground hoping to find an easier 
advance and we come upon the trail of a cariboo, but it leads to 
the mountains. We try another course only to become entangled 
in a windfall of prostrate trees, 

"The ram continues falling incessantly, the men with heavy 
loads on their heads, made heavier by die water which has soaked 
into them become completely disheartened and at half past two 
o clock we decide to camp Our travelling todaj extended only 
over three hour*. We have not advanced above a mile and a 
half of actual distance and we all suffer grcatl) from fatigue. 

So the nightmare advance continued fhey reached the canyon 
of the lllecilTcwact, where they had to clamber from rock to rod 
by seizing roou and branches, swinging ourselves occasionally 
like experienced acrobats. Often the loads had to be unpacked 
while tnc men hauled one another up from one ledge to another 
They crawled under waterfalls, sealed precipitous bluffs. They 
were insurmountable, records one member of the party but we 
had to go forward now or die of starvation M 

But the fates reserved their grimmest trial for them until they 
emerged from the UlcciiJcwact Can) on, where they expected to 
be met by a party from Kamloops with supplies. All that they had 
suffered seemed as naught when they found that the relief party 
un der their leader McLean bad not arrived 

They obtained canoes from Indians and crossed the Columbia 
River After a night s rest on the western bank, they decided to 

& ush on towards Eagle Pass, leaving behind tents, blankets, 
J S£ a £ c ant l everything else except their scanty remnant of food 
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HERO or THE SQUADRON 
OF DEATH 

CURTIS C ASTOR 

T itur u a nun alive uho tas on his htdy the wounds 

ui thirty t« KoutKuul air crathc*. He tas tail hu nook 
t«oi.cn and fu* tuck didueattd. A dozen tars attest t* 
piercings by broken profilers, flying cylinder heads, motor ^wto 
and caved in fuselages. His nin tavc been broken nine ujw. 
And each U these uijutks tus been caused by a deliberate accidcaK 
or by taking a ntk tlut might end in deaUu 

He u Dick Grace, only survivor ol Hollywood t original 
Squadron cf Death At the age of forty fisc he u the grand old 
man of stum aviators, a orange gang ul men who wiU rule thor 
UrcJ daily fur die sake of limits in Films. 

Grace has now retired from stunting One used to meet bun 
in film audios and in caffs, a quiet rather small man who new 
Indulged in mock houses and seemed rather apologetic for leading 
such an exciting life. 

Hts lose of flying began at an early age. When he was a boy 
he warned to fly lie watched buds, how they elided, how thqy 
climbed, dived and banked widiout moving a wing tip. And kc 
envied them 

When be grew older and aviation was Unding out of ms 
infancy be decided that he would be an airman. The war was 
his great opportunity and by lying about his age he enlisted 
in the American Air Force. There he acquired the thorough 
knowledge of aviation which has enabled him to take incredible 
risks in the air without killing himself 

After the war he drifted almost penniless, to Hollywood 
where a friend got him a job as a property man. There, one day 
he watched a stunt man prepare to take a forty foot dive into a 
net. Young Grace was thrilled During the war he had enjoyed 
taking roks, and now he secretly envied the man who was quietly 
preparing for a stunt which would thrill many cinema audie n ces, 
llut the aunt man was not feeling so aim as he looked. Every- 
thing was In readiness and the director had given the signal for 
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through that building a Heel frame to mi rum lie the mV of bong 
pinned in hu scat and bane burned to death. 

He preferred to make hit cradle* m biplane* became these bad 
Uie advantage of two tolidly constructed wing*, which lessened 
the force of impact. A monoplane he said, crumbled at easily 
at glass An open cockpit pLinc weighing about three thousand 
pound*, was hit favourite for general Hunt purposes. The pilot* 
chance* of leaving an open cockpit in ease of hre were obviously 
greater Otherwise he had few prejudice*. He always earned 
a silver nng given to him by an Lngluh girl during the war he 
always wore tennli shoe*, and be insured that all his crashes 
should be performed within a few minutes of 11.45 Tlu* xva4 
because he always maintained that meteorological condition* 
were better and the wind Headier 

One day he was asked to go to see William Wellman a well* 
known Hollywood director who was juh beginning work on a 
war film called Wtngt Wellman immediately came to the point. 
“ 1 want several air craihc* for this film, which it going to be the 
most r call sue war film yet made We could fake tome of the 
scene*, but that would spoil the atmotpherc. We want the real 
dung 

The first crash u a plane bang that down by two German 
machine*. It dive* into No Man s Land and u smashed up pretty 
badly And I mean No Man s Land. There will be barbed ivuc 
and shell holes galore It * going to be difficult because you hate 
got to choose die point where you will crash before you begin and 
make sure that you hit iL You hare to avoid the wue, and at the 
tame time end the plane on its back not more than fifty feet from 
die nearest camera. If you arc farther away than that the cameras 
won t get satisfactory shots, and the crash will be u te l es *. 

What about the other crashes? asked Grace, 

One is to drive a plane into a brick budding and the third 
is to crash a machine immediately after it take* to the air There 
will be a fourth accident — but I haven t yet decided what it will 
be. 

Grace was silent for tome ume. It * a tall order he said 
at last but 111 think it over —and hu answer was yes. 

He chose to smash the plane into No Man t Land as hu first 
stunt. Hu policy was always to choose the easier stunts first 90 
that he would not hold up the picture if he had an accident during 
the more difficult ones. 

The plane that he had to use was an old fashioned wartime 
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IICAU Of Tilt IQOIDtOS Or HEAT II Iff) 

into a spin and ended v»ttli a cush into No Man » Land That 
was how the scenario writer had written it now it was Dick $ job 
to bring it to life 

The director Wiltum Wellman watched the planes forming 
ptmtuin m the iky and turned to an auntant O h- Hoist ihc 
icd flag signal 

After a moments pause those watching saw C race s plane 
suddenly nose cajthwjidt. One of the C ernun planes shot mcr 
him and for one sickcnm^ moment a colliuun seemed incsitab'c. 
Uut Grace conunucd Ins fail with the other mo machines circling 
round him. 

That fall seemed to take an luAir but u could only hasc been 
a few seconds, lie was coming catthwaxds at a territu: speed the 

f danc seemingly right out of control. Grace said afterwards tlut 
ui speed was nmet) fisc miles an hour 

Now he was leu than fifty feet from the ground. Oh God, 
someone mooned, he can never do iL Then when he was 
about twent) feet awj) the wing dipped and die fuselage swajed 
to the left V. ith a dull thud the wing hit and crump'cd then the 
landing carnage crashed Tlx plane fell mcr to die other wing 
and smashed tnat Hicn the plane collapsed on its back. 

A tendency on the part of speeutors to run forward to help 
him was immediately checked. It would spoil the scene. They 
waited and after an agomaing watt saw Grace ease himself out 
of the plane run a few yards and drop into a shell hole 

There was a sigh of relief. Tlut was according to instructions. 
Then one of the technicians pressed a button and there was a 
sudden explosion about fifty feet from where Grace was hiding 
That too was according to plan 
" O h. said Wellman. Cut. 

Grace came out of lus hole just as Wellman reached hue. 
Thank God sou re safe he exclaimed in genuine relief. But 
Grace wain t listening He walked to the plane and began 

examining the cockpit. Then he pulled out a thick wooden post, 
and said Well can jou beat that? 

M What s the matter Dick? asked Wellman 
This post he replied. When we crashed 1 ducked my 
head forward in case of accidents, and with a terrific crash some- 
thing wedged between ray Using coat and the back of the scat 
1 wondered what it svas— and tnis was it 

When the plane ssent over on its back it plunged into those 
posts. Two of them went completely through the fuselage. One 
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HERO OF THE SQUADRON OF DEATH ^Ot 

be put inside. The airman however recovered consciousness just 
as he wu being lifted into it felt a terrible pain in his head and 
cried My head — don t lift me. 

They bid him on the ground, and he sujed there in olencc 
foe some minutes. The pain in hu neck and shoulders made him 
feel side but he refused angrily when Wellman suggested that be 
should go to hospital He demanded instead that they should 
help him to his feet There was that burning pain again, but he 
braced himself and staggered up 

A cameraman, thinking that he was only shaken, came 
forward and asked him to pose for a picture with the director 
Not now snapped Wellman. Can t you see the man is hurt? 
But Grace stubbornly insisted upon the photograph bang taken 
and grouped himself with Wellman 

Some minutes bter when the picture had duly been taken 
Grace said, Wdl, aren t you going to take the picture? 

How many do you want?' jeered the photographer “ I vc 
taken it. 

Grace knew then that he had been unconscious while stand 
mg before the camera. He decided that he would go to hu hotel 
and rest. It would be quieter at the hospital, said Wellman 
hopefully but Grace went to the hotel 

It was two days bter that at bst he decided to sec a doctor 
Then he was told that he had broken his neck that hu sixth 
cervical vertebra was dislocated, and that, by all the bws of 
medicine, he ought to be dead 

After this experience, Grace was told that he should never stunt 
again The slightest accident might kill him. For the moment 
he thought that was sensible advice, and retired from the game. 
But soon he was bored by inactivity and was back in Hollywood 
as a stunt man doing more dare-devil tricks than ever 

Two of Grace s worst experiences have been with fire, perhaps 
because he had dread ed it ever since childhood. 

Upon the first occasion there seemed absolutely no risk at alL 
Grace was asked to stand on a ledge at the fifth floor of a blazing 
building, and to jump into a fire net below Genuine firemen had 
been engaged to handle the net and there was a fully equipped 
fire engine standing by to deal with the blaze as soon as Grace had 
jumped clear The only posable snag was a group of telephone 
wires which hung near the budding 

The house was, of course, only a dummy one which had been 
erected in the studio grounds and, in order to make the whole 
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she dashed out on a lulcony and jumped to die ground, twenty 
feet below 

Scenario writer*, however onl) have to write thrsc Kent*, If 
they had to perform them pcrlup* they would be a Imle more 
sparing with that drama 

Die! Orate appeared on the tet in the girl s ballet drew, much 
to the amuicrocm of the studio worker*, who began twitting him 
about hu new ro*c llut although he b) no meant looked like 
a gul hit shortness would enable the director to fake the tccnct 
to that cinema audience* would really believe that he w-as the girL 

When he came on die vet it wa» notued that he teemed a trifle 
ill at ca-c But he gate the word to begin and the director said 
“Set him on fire ” 

A property boy Hepped forward nervously and touched hi* 
flimsy sfcuu with a bgnrcd match- In a second the flames were 
leaping up— completely out of control- Once again something 
had gone wrong 

Ever) one on die studio floor gasped in horror a* Grace threw 
up In* arms and shouted. My God 1 m burning to death. He 
leaped down some stair*, fell hcavdv then recovered himxlf and 
began running round in circle*. M Put me out he screamed. 

An aisutant director was the only man who kept his nenc 
suifiocndy to be able to cope with the situation He moved into 
the centre of die floor and then as Grace rushed past him, he put 
out bn foot. Grace tripped and fell, and the man sprang on top 
of him. 

Blanket*, bring blanket*,” he gained. 

A property boy dashed forward with blanket*, and the aisutant 
director flung them round the burning nun For fully two minute* 
he fought tnc flame*. A* he smothered them round Grace * head 
they suddenly shot out round hi* leg*. Then when he dealt with 
those the flames began elsewhere It had become a race with 
death and fortunately Grace had lapsed into unconsciousness. 

At but the flame* were put out, and the burned body was 
earned into the studio hospital. There, when he recovered 
consciousness, Grace found that the skin had been burned off hi* 
body from head to waist. 

It was several week* before his terrible agony ceased and he 
began to look like a human being once more. And when at hut 
be was well and ready to leave hospital the doctor said. Well you 
have experienced all the agonic* of bang burned to death Even 
if you had actually died you could not nave suffered more. 
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He had written a booh, Squadron of Deaf ft which told the 
story of his life* and a film company wanted to make a picture 
based upon some of hi* hairbreadth escape*. It was called The 
Lost Squadron and a famous star played the part of the hero, 
but it was Dick Grace, saying goodbye to stunting who provided 
most of the thrills. 

For his bst crash he wanted to disc an acropbne into the sea 
at ninety miles an hour Everyone said that there were heavy 
odds against his escaping ahse but Grace studied the condiuons 
closely and was con vtneed that lie had a pood chance 

He insisted, however that a specially chartered ship should 
stand by carrying a rescue crew two surgeons, and an operating 
theatre 

The stunt was carried out in the Pacific some miles from the 
Californian coast Grace sat in a coastal aerodrome waiting for 
a wireless message that cameras were in position Then he walked 
out to his pbne just as cool as eser and began the flight out to 
sea 

After a few minutes fiying he saw the ships bobbing on the 
sea and prepared himself for the downward disc Then began 
the ninety mile* an hour descent. 

To those watching from the sea as the pbne fell at terrific speed, 
it seemed impossible that he could escape alwe It was ironical 
they thought that he should kill himself just at the moment that 
he was retiring for ever 

The pbne met the sea and there was a sudden spurt of water 
The rescue ship began it* dash towards him for esery second 
counted unless nc was to be drowned. Then as they neared the 
wreckage, they saw his body floating in the sea And when they 
picked nim up he was unconscious but unhurr except for a few 
minor bruises. 

When be recovered consciousness, they told him that ruch was 
the force of the impact, that his feet had been torn out of his 
shoes without the bees being disturbed. 

And so, sail undefeated the greatest stunt merchant that 
Hollywood has ever known retired into private life 
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mould*. Born in the country district of south-east Norway a long 
way from the sea, Amundsen eventually became a medical student 
But in hu dreams he was lured more by the salted edge of a sea 
breeze than by the keen cold blade of the surgeon s knife. A 
predestined adventurer and explorer he was drawn irresistibly to- 
wards the sea. Eventually, in 1903-6 he led an expedition of 
himself and six companions through the North West Passage in a 
little sloop of forty-seven tons, and succeeded in fixing the position 
of the magnetic North Pole 

Scott, for hu part, had been weaned on the very breath of the 
sea Born w Devonport Plymouth the street* of which had known 
illustrious sea dogs, he was a sailor from the first, as man and boy 
a proud and happy member of the royal navy In 1900-4 he 
commanded the National Antarctic Expedition 

For these two men polar exploration had an intoxicating 
glamour Exce pt for gigantic, glowering Mount Everest it was 
the last great challenge to the adventurer oefore the golden age of 
achievement in the air Yet however romantic, however daring, 
however ecstatic in its risk and speed and novelty flight has never 
had to the same extent the zest the sweet agony of suspense that 
was so inseparable from quests into the unknown region* of ice 
and snow 

Rear Admiral Robert Edward Peary of the United State* had 
conquered the North Pole. Bn tain s Sir Ernest Shachleton had 
ventured nearest to the South leaving for Amundsen and Scott 
the last secret polar corner to probe. It was an honour a test an 
ordeal Above all it was adventure in all its naked realism. 

The path to the Pole waa the loneliest man could tread ruthless 
in its defiance, bittersweet in its blessings, running through 
capricious moods of climate, studded with nature s nddiej and 
conjuring trick*, a fickle lover and a tantalising temptress, mocking 
and blinding with sunshine, whipping with blizzard luring the 
invader into smooth snow traps of bottomless crevasses 

It demanded the exertion of every quality blunt and subtle, in 
the human make up Strength and courage and endurance were 
not enough. It needed scholarship ana vision, patience and 
optimism a gem us for loyalty and friendship tolerance and 
obedience and self sacrifice. All these diverse things counted and 
counted vitally among those men whose names will gleam for 
ever in proud reflection from the white radiance of the Antarctic 
Cold and plebian must be the emotions of any who arc not 
stirred to awe and wonder by the vision of those marvellous men 
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anjbodys prize. Such progress had been nude with fitting out 
hu expedition that it would have been absurd to have abandoned 
a polar dTort. Equally would it have been depressing to have 
attacked the North Pole again so soon after Peary s success. So 
far as that goal was concerned live glitter had gone off the ice! 
In the circumstances the luxe of the south could not be denied 
And it was to hu cretin that he acquainted Captain Scott of hu 
intentions by telegram. 

Wat it really a race to the Pole? Those who love adventure 
those who crave drama, delight in thinking it was see visions and 
dream dreams of the rival explorers straining neck and neck across 
the white desert of the Antarctic Hying from the sledges the nval 
Hags of Britain and Norway It is a fascinating and colourful 
picture, but its glamour must be subdued in the light of the real 
tacts. 

In the first place Amundsen had no intention whatever of 
encroaching on the route to the Pole decided upon bv Scott. In 
die second Scott was in complete ignorance of the path plotted by 
the Norwegian and could not therefore have matched himself 
against him in the same direction even if he had wished Again 
there u evidence lliat Scott had dee bred that the main object of his 
expedition was scientific. Amundsen for hu part made no secret 
of the fact that hu was purely and simply a dash to the Pole. 

Yet the elements of a race were there just the same. When it 
his base Scott learned from one of his prospecting parties that the 
Norwegians had jockcjcd themselves into a much more favourable 
position for the start, hu disappointment was bitter but hu reaction 
and hu behaviour commendable. There u now no doubt that 
Amundsen spbn u a very serious menace to ours, he wrote at 
the time. One thing fixes itself upon my mind The proper as 
well as the wiser course for us is to proceed exactly as though 
this had not happened To go forward and do the best we can 
for the honour of the country without fear or panic. 

But he had not entirely lost hope When only twenty -seven 
miles from the Pole he wrote m hu diary It ought to be a certain 
thing now and the only appalling possibility the sight of the 
Norwegian flag forestalling ours. Even when near that desolate 
spot, he saw dog-tracks he forced a wry smile, hoping that perhaps 
. at the eleventh hour he could still be the first to locate the Pole s 
exact position with hu more adequate instruments. 

Scott was a grand man at times like this. Well did hu second- 
in-command, Lieut Evans (now Admiral Edward E, R. G Evans, 
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as twenty miles a day By December 14 their objective had been 
accomplished 

Comp red with the sufferings, difficulties and disappointments 
which beset Scott and hu men on their outward journey 
Amundsen s had been an easy one. But easy is not the word, 
for thar pth had been plugged with thrills and perils. The five 
covered themselves in glory by thar resolution and stamina. 

They marched in blizzards that whipped them to the point 
of pain They were blinded by showers of snow, lost in fog So 
fearsome was one wild stretch of country that they called it Hell s 
Gate Sometimes it seemed as if they were trapped in a maze of 
crevasses, with chasms below sheer mountain sides above. 
Avalanches crashed down in slow and sinister threat Continually 
they were forced to leave the sledges and reconnoitre ahead roped 
together in the fashion of climbers in the more docile alps of the 
Europe which was now so distant and unreal. 

But the performance of the dogs when the pth was clear and 
smooth was remarkable. At times, pulling a heavy load they 
achieved a speed of over six miles an hour For most of them the 
reward for thar services was death One by one they were 
slaughtered on the trail, only eighteen reached the Pole. 

What of that dramatic December 14? It was fine but dull. The 
sun did not shine often to welcome them, yet the blizzard did not 
rue to sneer rebuke. By early afternoon they realized that they 
were near thar cherished goal They spoke little, bottling up 
thar emotions within them though the excitement and pndc that 
was justifiably thars shone in every pair of eyes. Even the dogs, 
it seemed, put thar noses in the air and sniffed southward. Hansen 
who had been sent ahead to spy out the way craned his neck to 
breaking point. All he could see was the endless plain stretching 
monotonously ahead. 

" Haiti 

At three o clock a shout of jubilance signalled that the triumph 
was Norway s. The sledge meters were examined. All of them 
showed the full dista n ce. By their reckoning they bad reached the 
Pole. With the time and instruments at thar disposal none of 
than could swear that they stood on the very spot, certain and 
absolute, but they planned that later they would male a circle 
around the spot or twelve-and-a-half miles to justify their claim. 

Of that vivid and incomparable moment Amundsen said after 
wards I cannot say — though I know it would sound much more 
effective — that the object of my life was attained. That would 
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dim lion* two at rtgl t angles to il*c coune they lud beat taking 
and ore futdicr aU-^g that coot >c Actually to have nude 3 
circular journey of ihc dewed twelve and a half miles would hove 
ulcn (b)L. I ut all that mattered thought Ymundrcn and rightly 
ux, the icwdt u.*U<c unr 

Strangely casual in tuth an rtraid carrvm* little black flags 
that would tdcrtif) them at a dutaruc the dure vet out after 
Uunng "tfv-n r-iw-m of thuiv l iwuitt Tltrv had no o mpuixs. 
If live weather lud < hanged tuhlcnlv it driving vnow h-d muted 
out all ugn of the vamp llutrJ u .1 their traihv »r blinded and 
Confused tbn tl^cn »hc> would »urcl) Ime jernhed Hut they 
lud more d~ n their dure of pluck and fanh and oj umimt 
Laack and d-c wradarr both lield fi-r them Heir tcparalc 
aJvcnuuo a Invent umulunecudy comp ctcd tho returned to 
camp at cheerfully and carnally at the) h_d left it 

Un the nidt of Dremher r~ all cfncrvatwn* having l>ccn 
completed anJ Amund <n row satisfied dut the South 1 ole was 
well and truly hat* there was anultcr ce'cbration dinner to 
commemorate die diuuscrr of the tjut which liar Nerweguns 
lud chmtcned Pwlhcim. Thu time Ujaaland marked liar occasion 
with an action which at tu h a pluc as tlic South Pole was 
tantamount to a conjuring uiek He oilcrcd round a aue of 
cigaril What U more he nude a speech. 

Now came the time for departure. Several photographs were 
taken Then carefully tlicy erected a drab little tent which they 
had carried for emergencies. Inude a hide black bag Amundsen 
placed letters for the King of Nonva> in caa: diustcr should 
overtake them on the return journey and for Captain Scott whom 
he confidently expected would be tne next nun to reach the pole 
Also inude die tent he placed a -extant with a glass horizon a 
h)psomctcr case three reindeer skin foot bags and some kanuki 
and mitts. 

The letter to Scott read "Dear Captain Scott —Ax you 
probably are the first to reach this area after us, 1 will ask you 
kindly to forward this letter to King Ilaakon VII If )ou can 
use any of the articles left in the tent, please do so. Tlic sledge 
left outside might be of use to you With land regards. 1 wish 
you a safe return Yours truly —Roald Amundsen ’ 

One bj one the Norwegians signed their names on a tablet 
fastened to the tent pole. Above the tent that was to be so tragic 
a beat to Scott on his eventual arrival they raided firmly the Hag 
of their country Then after standing bareheaded for an interval. 
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of their camera they photographed themselves, haggard, jaded 
defeated m the race hut proud of their disillusionment 

In secret confession to his dur* at tin* lime Scott wrote these 
bitter wurds Wei) we have turned our hack now on the goal 
of our ambition*, and mute fare our eight hundred mile* of solid 
dragging— and gooJ-bve to most of the dav dreams. The goa/ of 
our j mtiUoru! \a question heic but that tltere had been a race 
that Scott 1 dream hid been to beat the Norwegian to the pole 
What a tragic cavalcade was the return journc* Billiard 
succeeded bl)7,i at J Petty Oiliccf htans was a frost bite victim 
Wilton suflcrcd from snow -blindness, Oates could seared* endure 
the cold, Bo weft h-d strained a mua-lr Only Iry a narrow margin 
had Scott c-opcd death when hr crasbrd into a crcvawc On ihr 
night of February 17 Evam died in camp from concussion caused 
by a similar fall. 

Gallantly die four survivor* strugg'cd on but poor Oates could 
scare ciy rruLc even the lun|«ng pace of his companions. I Ic knew 
that he was a drag on them trut if he licld risen* back further 
death might be live result for them all In tlul knowledge he 
resolved us sacrifice himself Opening the tent one morning he 
said casual!* “I am just going ootude and may be some time 
The other* knew that they would never sec hun again He vva* 
a brave soul wrote Scut 

Not much farther were Scott and Wilson and Bowers able 
to march. Within eleven miles on One Ton Depot the* were 
imprisoned in tlsctr lent by the swirling drift of the olizzara One 
by one they died. When their bodies were recovered only a few 
scrap* of food were found and no fuel Scott had evidently been 
the Last to go Beside hun were letters and hi* journals. In one 
he had written “Had we lived I should have had a talc to tell 
of hardihood endurance and courage of mv companions which 
would have stirred die heart of every Englishman These rough 

note* and our dead bodies must tell the talc 

Now the rival Amundsen also sleeps among the snows. In 
11728 volunteering to search for General Nobile whose airship 
was wrecked on a return flight from the North Pole Amundsen 
took off from Spitsbergen and was never heard of again Hi* 
name has paired with Scott s into history 
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TRIUMPH AT LAST 

f Top) The new line as yet unopened crosses the Fraser River at 
China Bar Bluff (Bottom ) Mr D A Smith Assistant Managing 
Director of the CFJZ drives home the last spike 
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lest he should injure the umci, jo they loo, arc allowed lo escape 
Then, just as they arc making lhar way hack to the village the 
hunter wes jet another bon— it, alio, it crouching on a rock half 
hidden by bush, about thirty yards away 

He fuel both barreU of hu gun and the natives cry “He n 
shot, he it sbotl Uut the while man ujt "Stop a bole ull l 
load again and walkt slowly towardi the rock 

Jim aa he It in the act of ramming down the bullcu he heart 
a tb out. Looking up, he tee* the bun about to spring upon him 
The next moment he it rolling on the ground the lion thaking 
him ai a terrier doct a rat. The lion * jaws crunch over his arm, 
but the white man fecit neither pain nor terror he experiences 
only a kind of dreaminess, although perfectly conscious of all 
that it happening 

He struggles over on to hit tide to rtbeve htmtclf of the weight 
for the bon hat one paw on the back of hu head. Then he tees 
that the lion it looking ui the direction of hu native companion. 
The nauve it about to fire from a distance of about ten or fifteen 
yards. 

The gun, an old Hint lock mmo fire in both barrels— but the 
white man s life it saved. The bon rclcaiet him and attacks the 
new danger and then the bullets that have entered hu body at 
bit take ciTcct, and he falls to the ground dead. 

David Lavinguone the intrepid explorer and missionary wat 
occ of the few men who underwent such a terrible experience 
and bved to tell the tale. He made bgbt of u to bis friends, but 
he bore the marks of the struggle to the end of hit days, and hit 
arm never regained its full usefulness. Hu life wat crowded with 
such escapes from death. 

Dr Livingstone s name will always rank high in the kst of 
noble adventurers. He adventured in the cause of humanity, 
science progress— not for any deyre of personal gaio. Modesty 
and slmpbcity marked hit life and through the privations which 
be cheerfully endured he brought light into the darkest places of 
the Dark Continent. No other explorer has ever done so much 
w mapping the unexplored tractj of Africa whenever a map of 
the Third Continent is unrolled, hu memorial lies before us. He 
struggled against the bitterest odds, uncomplaining putting 
implicit faith in Providence— and so he continued until the dark 
days of hu law journey on hu third visit to Africa, when fever 
stricken starved, and deserted save for a mere handful of faithful 
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—subbed Of shot to death. The Arab* believed in making 
examples — ” to encourage the other*. 

The hule band now began to experience yet another trial— 
lack of food, foe the country through which they were pasting 
was sadly depopulated. In hi* journal, Livingstone wrote 

Nothing to interest but the same weary trudge, our food so 
scarce that we can only give a handful or half a pound of grain 
to each person per day A dead body by in a hut by the way- 
side, the poor thing had begun to make a garden by die stream, 
probably in hopes of living long enough (two month* or so) on 
wild fruits to reap a crop of maize/ 

The spectre of starvation threw it* gaunt shadow over the 
entire neighbourhood 

The trouble with the sepoys now came to a head. In 
Livingstone s own words If I cannot get nd of them we shall 
all stars c before we accomplish what we wish. They dragged 
behind, picking up wild units, and over one march which the 
others did in eight days, they took from fourteen to twenty-two. 
They had killed a donkey oy overloading and beating it, and 
killed and eaten one of the transport buflalocs. Inveterate liars, 
the sepoys explained that the buiTalo had died and that tigers had 
devoured it. They had seen them. Did you sec the stripes of 
the tiger? Livingstone asked. Yes — all nad seen the stripes 
distinctly Then Livingstone knew they were lying — there is no 
striped tiger in all Africa I 

The majority of the sepoys were paid off, each man receiv- 
ing eighteen yarns of calico, and were told to travel back to the 
coast with an Arab trader s caravan which was expected shortly 
And then the depleted expedition pressed on again. ' 

After travelling for another three weeks Livingstone reached 
the shores of Lake Nyasa which he had discovered on a previous 
exploration He wrote 

It was as if I had come back to an old home I never 
again expected to see and pleasant to bathe m the delicious waters 
again, hear the roar of the sea and dash m the rollers. I 
feel quite exhilarated. 

But the feeling of exhilaration was not to last long — there were 
other troubles ahead 

When the expedition crossed over to the western side of the 
lake and turned in a northerly direction, Livingstone discovered 
that some of the natives were plundering the loads which they 
earned. He repri m and ed them, but to no purpose. 
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Not ona, however, did the thought of abandoning his pro- 
ject cross his mind- He must push on His time had not yet 
come. A course was set for Lake Tanganyika At some of the 
villages he was received with open arms— at others with hostility 
He took the rough with the smooth He trusted implicitly in 
Providence. 

On March 10 he wrote 

I haTc been 111 of fever ever since we left Moamba s 
every step I take jars In the chest, and I am very weak I 
can scarcely keep up the march I have a constant singing 
in the cars, and can scarcely hear the loud nek of the 
chronometers. 

At the beginning of Apnl his condition became serious. He 
had a fit of insensibility * Which, he said, shows the power 
of fever without mcdiane. He could not get into his hut. He 
fell down and struck his head heavily 

It seems incredible that a man could carry on under such 
desperate conditions. But Livingstone did so — not only for a 
matter of weeks, but for long, dreary months. Harassed by 
uostilc tribes, racked with fever tormented by hunger It was 
only his indomitable spirit that kept him going And as the 
months lengthened Into year* his constant prayer was that he 
might be granted enough endurance to complete his work. He had 
given up all hope of ever seeing civilization ogam He had no 
potable means of communicating with the outer world. He was 
alone— buned alive m the heart of Africa. 

By 1869 he had armed at Ujip on the eastern shore of Lake 
Tanganyika and had added Lake Mweru to his list of discoveries. 

In Ujiji he spent some time, endeavouring to recuperate, for 
dysentery an old complaint of his, had begun to attack him. In 
1871 he crossed Lake Tanganyika and struck out for the Lualaba 
River believing it to be the upper part of the Nile, although, 
in reality, it was part of the Riser Congo At a settlement called 
Nyangwe he stayed four months Here he witnessed some of the 
worst horrors of the slave trade he had ever encountered His 
accounts of what he saw were graphically entered m his journal, 
and it was largely owing to these, when published later in 
England that public opinion was roused and determined efforts 
were made to stop the callous traffic m tin man life. 

Another blow to hu already much weakened constitution had 
been dealt by an attack of pneum onia, which nffr ytisi his right lung 
disaffection was rife among his bearers again, and the slave trader* 
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THE WAN WHO MAKCltlD WITH DEATH 4 2 3 

fresh supply of goods and borers. He had not the wherewithal to 
purchase food or labour His plight was desperate, but it was the 
Inevitable period of inactivity that caused him the greatest concern. 
He seemed to sense the fact that be had not very much longer 
to Use. The sands of life were rapidly running away Each 
moment was precious if he was to accomplish what he had set 
out to do. 

Then when his mints were at their lowest ebb something 
happened which to Livingstone must have seemed a miracle. 
Indeed it was a miracle. 

One morning his native boy Susi dashed up to him and gasped 
out breathlessly, M An Englishman 1 1 see him I 

A white man in Ujiji? Livingstone shook his head unbehev 
ingly but it was true. A well-equipped caravan came into sight 
a native bearing the Stars and Stripes of America marching at its 
head. The white man was H M Stanley special correspondent 
of the New YorJ( Herald 

For five years no definite news of Livingstone had penetrated to 
the outer world. He had been swallowed up by the African 
jungles. Was he dead or ali>e? Now and again rumours had 
filtered through to the coast that he was dead— rumours spread by 
some of his deserting followers to cap la in their cowardly conduct. 
The whole of the a v ilized globe waited anxiously Had the 
explorer indeed passed on co the Great Bejond? 

As time went on the idea that he had penshed gained strength. 
Newspapers in Britain published obituary notices, eulogizing his 
splendid work. But the proprietor of the Hew Yor{ Herald 
was not convinced. He determined to know the truth one way or 
the other So Stanley was dispatched with orders, as Livingstone 
put it, to obtain accurate information about Dr Livingstone 
if living, and if dead to bring home my bones. 

The meeting between the two men is histone. Though pregnant 
with drama — and what situation could be more dramatic? — it will 
always be remembered because of its simplicity its restraint — both 
keynotes of Livingstone s character 

Livingstone rose from the seat outside his hut and walked 
towards Stanley with outstretched hand. 

Dr Livingstone I presume? Stanley asked. 

Yes, said the explorer, simply 

With the coming of Stanley new hope entered Livingstone s 
heart. He could now .push on once more towards his objective. 
Barter goods and fresh supplies were ready to his hand. 
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THE UAN WHO MARCHED WITH DEATH 425 

constant recurrences of hit old complaint. He knew Hie strength 
was fast ebbing away On February 14 he unburdened hirosdf 
thui m ha journal 

If ihc good Lord gives me favour and permits me to finish 
my work l shall thank and blew Him though it has cost 
me untold tod pain, and travd, this trip has nude my hair 

a U grey rt 

The neat month wai a nightmare of worry Rivulets swamp* 
and derp mat barred their progress In unending succession. 
Long halts were made while negotiations were earned on for 
canoes. And Livingstone had often to resort to strategy other 
wuc the name chiefs to whom he appealed for tram port would 
base turned deal cars and left him to rot In the marshlands. 

Uy April ai Livingstone was so weak that he found it impos- 
sible to continue. So on the twent) second hit sen anu constructed 
a litter, cosercd die framework with grass. Usd a blanket on it, 
and lifted thereon the pain racked body of the d)ing man. Thai 
day they marched for two and a quarter hours— it was as much as 
Livingstone could endure. 

On Apnl aj they set out again, bearing their burden as 
gently as possible through flooded treeless wastes. After the lapse 
of only an hour and a half, however they were compelled to 
halt again. The neat day s march was even shoncr— one hour 
And so, by such painfully slow stages, Use little party gradually 
moved on 

On Apnl 37 Livingstone made his Iasi entry In his journal 
M Knocked up quite, and remain — recover— sent to buy milch 
goau. We are on the banks of the Mohlamo. 

The native chief In whose district they were did all in hu 
power to assist the stricken white man He put canoes at hu 
disposal Livingstone wanted to cross the riser to reach Halo, 
Chiumbo s village. 

That last journey must have scared him to the soul. Each 
movement however slight Increased his mortal agony Frequent 
rests were necessary He could not speak for faintness. 

While hu servants were constructing a hut for him in the 
village, he was placed in a shady spot on the outskirts. Soon be 
was surrounded by a respectful crowd of natives who stood in 
wonder gazing on the sull form of the white man who does 
not make slaves. Drizzling showers began to fall 

At last the hut was ready Tenderly they placed him on his 
bed, bis medicine chest dose at hand, and lit a fire outside the 
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MAROONED ON A DESERT ISLAND 

*7 

PHILIP ASHTON 

U roN Frida), June 15 172a, after being out wmc umc in a 
schooner with four men and a bo) off Cane Sable, 1 stood 
in for Pori Roxsawav designing to lie there all Sunda) 
Having armed about four in the afternoon uc uw among other 
vessels which had reached the port before us, a bnganline supposed 
to be Inward bound from the West Indies. After remaining three 
or fours hours at anchor, a boat from die bnganunc came along 
ude with four hands, who leaped on deck and suddenly drawing 
pistols and brandishing cutlasses, demanded the surrender bom 
of ourtehes and our vessel. All remonstrance was vain nor 
indeed, had we known who they were before boarding us, could 
we have made any effectual resistance being only five men and a 
boy and were thus under the necessity of submitting at discretion 
We were not single in misfortune as thirteen or fourteen fishing 
vessels were in like manner surprised the same evening 

When earned on board the on gamine I found myself in the 
hands of Ned Low an infamous pirate whose vessel had two 
great guns, four swivels, and about forty-two men I was strongl) 
urged to sign the articles of agreement among the pirates, and to 
jom their number At length being conducted along with five 
of the prisoners to the quarter-deck Low came up to us with 
pistols in his hands and loudly demanded Arc any of )ou 
mamed men? Thu unexpected question added to the sight of 
the pistols, struck us all speechless we were alarmed lest there was 
some secret meaning in his words, and that he would proceed 
to extremities, therefore none could reply In a violent passion he 
c o c k ed a pistol and clapping it to ray ncad, cried out. You dog! 
why don't you answer? 1 swearing vehemently at the same tune 
that he would shoot me through the head I was sufficiently 
terrified by his threats and fierceness, but rather than lose my life 
in so trifling a matter I ventured to pronounce, as loud as I durst 
speak, that I was not married. Hereupon he seemed to be some- 
what pacified and turned away It appeared that Low was 
resolved to take no mamed men whatever, which often seemed 
surprising to me, until I had been a considerable time with him. 
427 
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and carrying fourteen guns, transferred their company into her 
It afterwards became necessary to careen her whence they made 
three islands, called the Triangles, lying about forty leagues to the 
eastward of Surinam. In heaving down the pink Low had 
ordered so many men to the shrouds and yards, that the ports, by 
her heeling got under water, and the sea rushing in she overset 
he and the doctor were then m the cabin and as soon as he 
observed the water gushing in he leaped out of one of the stem 
pons, while the doctor attempted to follow him but the violence 
of the sea repulsed the latter and he was forced back into the 
cabin. Low, however contrived to thrust his arm into the port 
and dragging him out, saved his life. Meanwhile the vessel com 
plctcly overset, her keel turned out of the water, but as the hull 
filled, she sank in the depth of about six fathoms. The yard-arms 
striking the ground, forced the masts somewhat above the water 
As the ship overset the people got from the shrouds and yards upon 
the hull, and as the hull went down, they again resorted to the 
rigging rising a little out of the sea Being an in different swimmer 
I was reduced to great extremity for along with other light lads, 

I had been sent up to the maintop-gallant yard and the people 
of a boar, who were now occupied in preserving the men, refusing i 
to take me in I was compelled to attempt reaching the buoy Thu 
I luckily accomplished, and as it was large, secured myself there/ 
until'' the boat approached. I o nee more requested the people to/ 
take me in, but they soil refused, as the boat was full. I was \ 
certain whether they designed leaving me to perish in thus ntuati 
however the boat banc deeply laden, made way very slowly 
one of my own comrades, captured at the same tune with my 
calling to me to forsake the buoy and swim towards ha I assentr 
and reaching the boat, he drew me on board. Two men Job 
Bell and Zana Gourdon were lost m the pink. Though the \ 
schooner in company was very near at hand, her people were 
employed mending then sails under an awning, and knew nothing 
of the accident until the boat full of men got alongside. 

The pirates having thus lost th eir pnnapal vessel, and the 
greatest part of their provisions and water were reduced to great 
extremities for want of the latter They were unable to get a 
supply at the Triangles, nor on account of calms and currents, 
could they make the island of Tobago. Thus they were forced to 
stand for Grenada, which they reached, after bang on short 
allowance for sixteen days together Grenada was a French 
settlement and Low on arriving a f ter having sent all hu men 
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one of hli chosen companions, dreading die consequences of bang 
captured and brought to justice, laid their pistols beside them in 
the interval, and pledging a mutual oath in a bumper of liquor 
swore, if they saw no possibility of escape, to set foot to foot and 
blow out each other s brains. But standing towards the shore, 
they made Pickcroon Bay and escaped the danger 

Next we repaired to a small island called Utilla about seven or 
aght leagues to leeward of the island of Roatan in the Bay of Hon- 
duras, where the bottom of the schooner was cleaned There were 
now twenty-two persons on board and aght of us engaged in a plot 
to overpower our masters and make our escape. Spriggs proposed 
sailing for New England in quest of provisions, and to increase hn 
company, and we intended on approaching the coast, when the 
rest had indulged freely in liquor and fallen sound asleep to 
secure them under the hatches, and then delis er oursclscs up to 
government. Although our plot was earned on with all possible 
privacy, Spriggs had somehow or other got intelligence of it and 
having fallen in with Low on the voyage went on board his ship 
to malic a furious declaration against us. But Low made little 
account of hu information otherwise it might have been fatal to 
most of our number Spriggs, however, returned raging to the 
schooner, exclaiming that four of us should go forward and be 
shot and to roe in particular he said You dog, Ashton, you 
deserve to be hanged up to the yard-arm for designing to cut us 
off 1 replied that 1 had no intention of injuring any man on 
board but I should be glad if they would allow roc to go away 
quietly At length this flame was quenched and through the 
goodness of God 1 escaped destruction. 

Roatan harbour like all about the Bay of Honduras, is full of 
small islands, which pass under the general name of key* and 
having got in hae, Low with some of his chief men landed on 
a small island, which they called Port Royal Key There they 
erected huts, and continued carousing dnnlung, and firing while 
the different vessels of which they now had possession were 
repairing On Saturday March g, 1723 the cooper and ux hand* 
were going ashore in the long-bait for water and coming along 
side of the schooner, I requested to be of the party The cooper 
hesitated I urged that I had never hitherto been ashore, and 
thought it harcT to be so closely confined, when every one besides 
had the liberty of landing when there was occasion. Low had 
before told me, on requesting to be sent away in some of the 
captured vessels which he dismissed, that I should go home when 
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observe the proceedings of the pirates. To my great joy, in five 
days their vessels sailed, and I saw the schooner part from them 
to shape a different course. I then began to reflect on myself and 
my present condition 1 was on an island which I had no means of 
leaving I knew of no human bang within many miles, my cloth- 
ing was scanty, and it was impossible to procure a supply I was 
altogether destitute of provision nor could I tell how my life was 
to be supported. This melancholy prospect drew a copious flood 
of tears from my eyes but as it had pleased God to grant my 
wishes in being liberated from those whose occupation was devising 
mischief against their neighbours, I resolved to account every 
hardship light. Yet Low would never suffer his men to work on 
the Sabbath which was more devoted to play and 1 have even 
seen some of them sit down to read In a gooa book In order to 
ascertain how I was to live in time to come, I began to range over 
the island, which proved ten or eleven leagues long and lay in 
about sixteen degrees thirty feet north latitude But I soon found 
that my only companions would be the beasts of the earth and 
the fowls of the air for there were no indications of any habita- 
tions on the island though every now and then \ found some 
shreds of earthenware scattered in a lime walk, said by some to be 
die remains of Indians formerly dwelling here. 

The island was well watered, full of high hills and deep valleys. 
Numerous fruit trees, such as figs, vines, and cocoa nuts, arc found 
in the latter, and I found a kind larger dun an orange oval- shaped, 
of a brownish colour without, and red within. Though many of 
these had fallen under the trees, I could not venture to take them 
until I saw the wild hogs feeding with safety and then I found 
them very delicious fruit. Stores of provisions abounded here, 
though I could avail myself of nothing out the fruit, for I had no 
knife or iron implement, other to cut up a tortoise on turning it, 
or weapons wherewith to kill animals nor had l any means of 
making a fire to cook ray capture, even if I were successful Some 
times I entertained thoughts of digging pits, and covering them 
over with small branches of trees, for the purpose of taking hogs 
or deer, but I wanted a shovel and every substitute for the purpose, 
and I was soon convinced that my hands were insufficient to malrr 
a cavity deep enough to retain what should fall into it. Thus I was 
forced to rest satisfied with fruit, which was ~o be esteemed very 
good provision for any one in my condition. In process of time, 
while poking among the sand with a stick in quest of tortoues 
eggs— which I had heard were laid in the sand— part of one carru- 
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of (how: buu were constructed by me, generally near the beach, 
with the open pan fronting the sea to have the better look-out, and 
the advantage of the tea breeze, which both the heat and the vermin 
required. But the Insects were so troublesome that I thought of 
endeavouring to get over to some of the adjacent keys, in hopes 
of enjoying rest However l was, as already said, a very inaif 
ferent swimmer, l had no canoe nor any means of making one. 
At length, hating got a piece of bamboo, which u hollow like a 
reed, and light as a cork, l ventured after frequent Inals with 
it under my breast and arms, to put off for a small key about a 
gunshot distant, which I reached in safety 

My new place of refuge was only about three or four hundred 
feet in circuit lying very low and clear of wood and brush from 
exposure to wind tl was quite free of vermin and 1 seemed to have 

f n into a new world where I lived infinitely more at ease. Hither 
retired therefore, when the heat of the day rendered the insect 
tribe most obnoxious, jet l was obliged to be much on Koatan 
to procure food and water, and at night on account of my hut. 
When swimming backward and forward between the two islands, 
1 used to bind my frock and trousers about my head, and if 1 
could have carried over wood and leaves whereof to^ke a hut 
with equal facility I should have passed more of my time on the 
smaller one. Yet ihcsc excursions were not unattended with 
danger Once I remember when passing from the larger island, 
the bamboo, before 1 was aw-arc slipped from under me, and the 
tide or current set down so strong that it was with great difficulty 
I couid reach (he shore. At another time when twummng over 
to the small island, a shovel nosed shark— which as well as alb- 
gators, abound in those seas— struck, me in the thigh just as my 
foot could reach the bottom and grounded itself from the shallow 
ness of the water as I suppose, so that us mouth could not get 
round towards me. The blow 1 felt some hours after making use 
shore. By repeated practice 1 at length became a pretty dexterous 
swimmer and amused myself by passing from one island to 
another among the keys. 

I suffered very much from being barefoot, so many deep wounds 
bang made in my feet from traversing the woods, where the 
ground was covered with sticks and stones, and on the hot beach 
over sharp, broken shells, that I was scarce able to walk at aJL 
Often when treading with all possible caudon a stone or shell 
on the beach or a pointed stick in the woods, would penetrate the 
old wound, and the extreme anguish wop Id strike me down as 
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taking me by the lund, expressed his satisfaction at seeing me. 
This stranger proved to be a nauve of North Britain he was well 
advanced m years, of a grave and venerable aspect, and of a 
reserved temper His name 1 never knew; he did not disclose it, 
and l had not matured during the period of our acquaintance. Bui 
he informed me he had lived twenty-two years with the Spaniards, 
who now threatened to burn him though l know not lor what 
enme, therefore he had lied hither as a sanctuary bringing his 
dog cun, and ammunition at also a small quantity of pork along 
with nun. He designed spending the remainder of nis days on 
the island where nc could support himself by hunting I 
experienced much kindness from the stranger, he was always ready 
to perform any civil dikes, and assist me in whatever he could, 
though he spoxc little He also gave me a share of his pork. 

On the third day after his arrival be said he would make arv 
cxcurucm in his canoe among the neighbouring islands, for the 
purpose of killing wild hogs and deer and wished me to accom- 
pany him. Though my spirits were somewhat recruited by hu 
aacicty the benefit of the lire which i now enjoyed, and dressed 
provisions, my weakness, and the soreness of my feet prevented 
me, therefore he set out alone, saying he would return in a few 
hours. The sky was serene and there was no prospect of any 
danger during a short excursion, seeing he Had come nearly twelve 
leagues in safety ut his canoe But when he had been absent 
about an hour a violent gust of wind and ram arose, in which 
he probably perished as I never heard of him more. Thus, after 
having the pleasure of a companion almost three days, I was reduced 
to my former lonely state as unexpectedly as I had been relieved 
from it. Yet through God s goodness I was myself preserved, from 
having been unable to accompany him, and I was left in better 
circumstances than those in which he had found me for now I had 
about five pounds of pork a knife, a bottle of gunpowder tobacco, 
tongs, and flint by which means my life could be rendered more 
comfortable. I was enabled to have fire extremely requisite at 
this time being the nnny months of winter I could cut up a 
tortoise, and have a delicate broiled meal Thus, by the help of 
the fire and dressed provisions, through the blessing or God I began 
to recover strength though the soreness of my feet remained. But 
l had, besides, the advantage of bang able now and then to 
catch a duh of crayfish, which when roasted proved good eating 
To accomplish this I made up a small bundle of old broken sucks, 
nearly resembling pitch pine or candlcwood, and having lighted one 
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overpowered me Dut l tad not Numbered long before I was 
suddenly awakened b) the none of firing Starting up in afTHght, 
1 uw nine peruguas, or large canoes, full of men firing upon 
me from the sea whence 1 soon turned about and ran among the 
bushes at fast as my tore feet would allow while the men, who 
were Spaniards, cried after me O Englishman we will give 
vou good quarter However my astonishment w-as so great and 
1 was to suddenly routed from deep that 1 tad no self-command 
to listen to their olfers of quarter which it may be at another 
time, m my coo'rr moments, l might have done Thus I made into 
the Woods, and the strangers continued firing after me to the 
number of a hundred and Gfty bullets at least many of which cut 
small twigs ofi the bushes close by my side. Having gained an 
extensive thicket bcjond reach of the shot 1 by close several hours 
unu) observing by the sound of their oars that the Spaniards 
were departing I crept out, 1 uw the doop under English colours 
sailing away with the canoes in tow which induced me to suppose 
she was an Engluh vessel which tad been at the Day of Honduras, 
and taken there by the Spaniards. Nest day 1 returned to the 
tree where I tad been so nearly surprised, and was astonished to 
find «x or seven shots in the trunk within a foot or less of my head. 
Vet through the wonderful goodncis of God though having been 
as a mark to shoot at, I was preserved, 

After this I travelled to recover ray canoe at the western end of 
the island which I reached in three days, but suffering severely 
from the soreness of my feet and the scantiness of provision This 
island is not so plentifully stored as Roatan, so that, during the 
five or six days of my residence l tad difficulty in procuring sub- 
sistence and the insects were, besides, infinitely more numerous 
and harassing than at my old habitation These circumstances 
deterred me from further exploring the island, and having reached 
the canoe very tired and exhausted, I put off for Roatan which was 
a royal palace to me compared with Bonacco, and arrived at night 
In safety Here I lived, if it may be called living alone for about 
seven months after losing my North British companion My time 
was spent in the usual manner hunting for food, and ranging 
among the islands. 

Some time in June, 172a, while on the small key, whither 
I often retreated to be free from the annoyance of insects, I saw 
two canoes making for the harbour Approaching nearer they 
observed the smoke of a fire which I tad kindled, and at a loss 
to know what it meant, they hesitated to advance. What I had 
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lime in a fir, 1 revived. Then I ascertained that the strangers 
were eighteen in number the chief of them, named John Hope, an 
old roan, called bather Hope by his companions, and John Ford 
and all belonging to the Bay of Honduras, The caux of their com- 
ing hither was an alarm of a threatened attach by the Spaniards 
from the sea while the Indians should make a descent by land, and 
cut off the bay, thus they had fled for safely On a former occasion 
the two persons above named had for the Idee reason taken shelter 
among these islands, and lived for four years at a time on a small 
one named liar bant, about two leagues front Koaian There they 
bad two plantations, as they called them and now they brought 
two barrels of dour with other provisions, firearms, dogs for 
hunting and nets for tortoises and alto an Indian woman to dress 
their provisions. Their principal residence was a small key about 
a quarter of a rude round, lying near to Barba rat and named by 
them the Gude of Comfort chiefly because it was low and clear 
of woods and bushes, so that the free circulation of the wind could 
drive away the pestiferous mosquitoes and other insects. Hence 
they sent to the unrounding islands for wood, water and materials 
to build two houses, such as they were for sheltcr 

I now had the projpcci of a much more agreeable bfc than 
what I had spent during the sixteen months past for besides has 
ing company the strangers treated me with a great deal of civibty 
in their way they clothed me, and gave me a large wrapping 
gown as a defence against die nightly dews, unul their houses 
were covered and there was plenty of provisions. Yet after all 
they were bad society and as to their common conversation there 
was bale difference between them and pirates. However it did 
not appear that they were now engaged in any such evil design 
as rendered it unlawful to join them or be founa in their company 
In process of time and with the assistance of ray companions 
I gathered so much strength as -ometimes to be able to hunt along 
with them. The islands abounded with wild hogs, deer and 
tortoise and different ones were visited in quest of game. Thu was 
brought home where, instead of being immediately consumed it 
was hung up to dry in smoke so as to be a ready supply at all 
times. 1 now considered myself beyond the reach of danger from 
an enemy, for independent of supposing that nothing could bring 
anyone here I was surrounded by a number of men with arms 
constantly in their hands. Yet, at the very time that I thought 
myself most secure, I was very nearly again falling into the hands 
of pirates. 
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me who lud known both want and solitude httlc concern, now 
that 1 lud company , and we had arms among us to procure 
provmons and also me wherewith to dress iu 

Our assailants were some men belonging to Spriggs, my former 
commander who lud thrown off hit aUegunte to Low and set 
up for himself at the head of a gang of pirates, with a good ship 
ot twmt) four guns, and a sloop of twelve both at present lying 
in Roatan harbour He had put in for fresh water and to refit, 
at the place where I first escaped and having discovered mv 
companions at the small island of their retreat sent a penagua full 
of men to take them Accordingly they landed and took all 
prisoners, even a child and the Indun woman the Last of whom 
they shamefully abused. They killed a man after landing and 
throwing him into one of die canoes containing ur set it on fire 
and burnt hti body in iL Then they earned the people on board 
of their vessels, where they were barbarously treated One of them 
turned pirate 1 vow ever and told the others that John Hope had 
hid many things in die woods, dicrcforc they beat him most 
unmercifully to make him disclose his treasure which tliey earned 
oil wnh them After the pirates had kept these people five da)i on 
board of their vessels, they gave them a flat of five or su tons, to 
carry them (o the bay of Honduras, but no kind of provision for 
die voyage and further before dismissal, compelled them to swear 
they would not come near me and my party who had escaped to 
another island. While the vessels roac in die harbour, we kept a 
good look out but were exposed to some difficulties from not daring 
to kindle a fire to dress our victuals, lest our residence should be 
betrayed. Thus we lived for five days on raw provisions. As toon 
as they sailed, however Hope, little regarding the oath extorted 
from him, came and informed us of what had pa ssed and I could 
noc, for my own part be sufficiently grateful to Providence for 
escaping the funds of the pirates, who would have put roc to a 
cruel death 

Hope and all his people except John Symonds, now resolved to 
make their way to the bay Symonds, wlio had a negro, wished 
to remain some time, for the purpose of trading with the Jamaica 
men on the mam. But thinking my best chance of getting to New 
England was from the Bay of Honduras, I requested Hope to take 
me with him. The old roan, though he would have gladly done 
so, advanced many objections, such as the insufficiency of the flat 
to carry so many men seventy leagues, that they had no provision 
for the passage which might be tedious, and the flat was, besides. 
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lud known both want and solitude little concern, now 
J company, and uc Had arms among us to procure 
, and alio fire wherewith to dress it. 
uibnts were *ome men belonging to Spnggs, my former 
rr, who had thrown of! his allegiance to Low and set 
nsclf at llic head of a gang of pirates, with a good ship 
four guns, and a sloop of twelve both at present lying 
harbour He had put in for fresh water and to refit, 
ice where 1 first escaped and having discovered my 
is at the small island of their retreat sent a penagua full 

0 take them Accordingly they landed and took all 
even a child and the Indian woman the last of whom 
icfully abused The) killed a man after landing and 
him into one of the canoes containing tar set it on fire 
his body in it. Then the) earned the people on board 
sscls, where they were barbarously treated One of them 
rate however and told the others that John Hope had 
’ things in the woods, therefore the) beat him most 
illy to make him disclose his treasure which they earned 
ham After the pirates had kept these people fisc days on 
thetr vessels, they gave them a fiat, of fisc or sue tons, to 
n to the Hay of Honduras, but no kind of provision for 
c and further before dismissal compelled them to swear 
Id not come near me and my parly who had escaped to 
Jand While the vessels rooc in the harbour, we kept a 
our but were exposed to some difficulties from not daring 
a fire to dress our victuals, lest our residence should be 
Thus we lived for five days on raw provisions. As soon 

uied, however Hope little regarding the oath extorted 
, came and informed us of what had passed, and I could 
aiy own part, be sufficiently grateful to Providence for 
the hands of the pirates, who would have put me to a 
th 

and all his people except John Symonds, now resolved to 
ir way to the Bay Symonds, who had a negro, wished 

1 some tune for the purpose of trading with the Jamaica 
he mam. But thinking my best chance of getting to New 
was from the Bay of Honduras, I requested Hope to take 
him. The old man though he would have gladly done 
iced many objections, such as the insufficiency of the flat 
;o many m en seventy leagues, that they had no provision 
assage, which might be tedious, and the flat was, besides. 
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within three miles of my father s house. Captain Dose not only 
treated me with great civility and engaged to give me a passage 
home, but look me into pay having lost a seaman whose place 
he wanted me to suppl) Neat da) the Diamond having sent her 
long-boat ashore with casks for water they were filled and after 
taking leave of Sy moods, who shed tears at parting I was earned 
on board of the brigantine. 

We sailed along with the Diamond which was bound for 
Jamaica, in the latter end of March 1725, and kept compan) until 
April 1 lly the providence of Heaven we passed safelv through 
the Gulf of Florida, and reached Salem Harbour on huy r two 
years ten months and fifteen days after I was first taken b) pirates, 
and two )cars and nearly two months after making m) escape from 
them on Koatan Island. That same evening I went to my father s 
houar, where l was received as one risen from the dead 
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MAN WHO SWALLOWED A CONTINENT +\7 

of the Anglo-Saxon race under one flag thereby to ensure the 
peace of the world. 

Though his ideal was a vast British Empire be was not an 
idealist in his methods of acquiring it. He admitted openly that in 
the pressure of events and circumstances he would do things in a 
rough and-ready manner and without soucamishness. He had to be 
tough to keep his hold on the hard racial souls of the South African 
pioneers whom he dominated. Yet he managed— and he was perhaps 
the fust to do it — to combine big business with romance. Not the 
romance which comes from lov c of women but from love of country 
and race. He believed that the supreme good was to make himself 
useful to England. And because ne saw his country in danger of 
banp cheeked in the scramble for Africa he did risky uncon 
vcntional things with a frank crudity which he brazenly admitted 
and for which in time he suffered. He was obstructed lionized, 
denounced condemned forgiven many umes was he publicly 
honoured, finally with a State funeral But he was a gallant 
adventurer, the uke of which this country may never see again. 

As a boy Cecil Rhodes left his fathers home — an English 
rectory— and a family of twelve because, he said, he was bored 
with the eternal cold mutton He arrived in South Africa when 
he was sixteen a tubercular youth given by his doctor no more 
than six months to live. Hjs father had sent some of hu elder 
children to Eton, but there was not enough money in the living 
to pay for Cecil to be educated so expensively Yet at eighteen 
he was earning /too a week and at nineteen he was back in 
England paying ms own fees as an Oxford undergraduate, and 
in vacations returning to his work In South Africa. 

He found that entry to Oxford was not easy Because he 
bad not matriculated University College passed him on to Oriel 
who received him very ungraciously lamenting that all the failures 
from the former college were sent to them The word failure 
as applied to a youth already earning £5000 a year Rhodes 
bitterly resented, and he was later to return to Oxford and see 
the faculty there cat its own words as they paid honour to him. 

He was scathing too about some of his own brothers who 
judged by Varsity standards, were successes. They could ride and 
shoot and fish remarkably well, in other words, said he they 
were quite good loafers. Once he said, 1 have four brothers 
in the British Army, and not one of them is efficient enough to 
take a company through Hyde Park Gate. 

They said of the boy Rhodes that he was a solitary spirit 
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CECIL RHODE* 

Cecil Rhodes went out to South Africa to die — and lived to become 
the greatest Empire builder m all Empire history 
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MAM WHO SWALLOWED A CONTINENT 449 

note to guide him he would stand and think right through a 
balance dicer discussing exhaustively all the intricate details of 
the mines, costs, receipts, prospects, weights, and he scrupulously 
correct in ever) thing he said 

Though he made most of his money from diamonds he was 
quick to see othet business possibilities, and he undertook to provide 
the machinery needed to keep the mines of others clear of water 
On his first return from Oxford he found that the Dc Beers 
mine had been badly flooded He offered to install a pump and 
keep the mine dry and hi* tender was accepted One day the 
boiler of his engine burst. Kimberley was then a long distance 
from the rest of civilization. The only alter name machinery fit 
for the job was owned by a farmer living aghr days journey away 
Rhodes hastened to the farm The farmer said that it had taken 
him a long time to get his machinery and it would be extremely 
foolish of him to part with it and that Rhodes must wait until 
more was sent out from England Rhodes expostulated that he 
would pay handsomely 

“lm not going to sell, said the stolid farmer 
Think it over I'll come back said Rhodes. 

I shall not alter ray mind, said the farmer 

This went on for some days. But the farmer s wife admiring 
the persistence of the English lad frequently asked him to the 
house for meals. In the end the farmer said 

M You two arc making my life a misery Take the plant and 
be off But you must pay a stiff pace for it. 

Rhodes, who would nave paid double had intended to stay 
there and keep arguing with the farmer until he got the plant. 
He was a natural psychologist. He knew that few human bangs 
can indefinitely hold out against friendly importunity 

That was his first big deal it was the forerunner of many 
for Rhodes was always doing the big things in the grand way 
His next important achievement was to get control of all the 
diamond mines in Kimberley and thereby ninety per cent of the 
world s output. He obtained control of De Beers. 

Hu rival was Barney Bamato a Jew who had dealt in almost 
every commodity m South Africa. Barney was from the East En d 
of London and uneducated. But he knew the value of hu mine. 

He knew too that Rhodes was buying hu shares with a view 
to obtaining control, and he refused to seS. 

Rhodes did many things to prove to him the advantages of 
union One day, after there had been heavy nuns, men of the 
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argue about the future of the comment. Jameson would smoke his 
endless chain of cigarettes, and Rhodes, ahead) grown stout would 
roll in his chair like a whale in ihc -ca 

The talk, was alwa)$ of the north — My North as Rhodes 
came 10 call it. As He used the word Rhodes would thrust an 
arm upwards and outwards in a northerly direction to convey his 
idea of the vastness of the interior — unclaimed and unknown The 
Portuguese could keep their coast- But did Dr Jameson realize that 
to the north the great plateau of the African continent continued 
up to the Sudan— cool under the equator— an ideal country for 
white men? Could Jameson imagine it settled like America, 
with homesteads and cities, and railway between them— as big as 
the United States, as populous, and British from Cape to Cairo? 
Had Jameson rcahzcu Jut here in the north was something to 
make up to England for those thirteen colonics that she had 
lost to me United States? 

Jameson was unimpressed even ribald Rhodes told him But it 
was no laughing matter, it was of infinitely greater importance tlian 
his medicines, his pills and his pregnancies. Could not Jameson 
understand that it was as important to amalgamate South Africa as 
it was to amalgamate the diamond mines) Kruger wanted the 
north. Rhodes was going to get it for England Rhodes held that 
if he repeated an idea often enough people would bclle\e u. 
In umc. Dr Jameson became a convert Soli later he became one 
of the National Convention that formed the Union of South Africa 
First he had some ups and downs, and some of these were shared 
by the inspired leader with whom he discussed the north so often 
in that un hut in Kimberley But before hvs struggle for the north 
really began Rhodes returned to Cape Town as member of Parlia 
ment. He was not a great speaker he had no time for flamboyant 
oratory but he had ideas, original flaming ideas for the enlarge 
ment of the colony, and these he expressed tersely in conversational 
tones. At embarrassing moments his voice would suddenly change 
to a high falsetto At first the Cape Parliament did not know what 
to make of this masterful and sometimes scornful >oung enthusiast 
who delighted m the joy of combat and who had such astounding 
plans for the future of Africa But m time they were captivated by 
nis dreams, and they made him their premier 

Rhodes s greatest dream was always the perfection of the human 
race, and he had unbounded admiration for those persons who 
were engaged in this task. He met General William Booth and 
exclaimed in admiration Look at what Booth is doing! He 
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they had borrowed, he expressed the greatest surprise for he had 

never expected to sec it again he called one man a fool for 

troubling to repay a big loan 

But small men who borrowed comparatively small sums did 
not really concern Rhodes, His mind was always wandering 
northwards to the bigger possibilities, the millions of unemployed 
ncgToes, the millions of uncharted miles, the undiscovered mines 
of gold and diamonds which must be put to the service of the 
British Empire before the rest of Europe awoke to the possibilities 
of Darkest Africa. He looked across the Boer Republic to 
Bcchuanaland, a narrow country reaching northwards, and he 
dubbed it hts “ Suez Canal into tnc interior That was an essen- 
tial first step Because of Rhodes s insistence, this key to the 
north soon became a British Protectorate, The trail to Cairo was 
begun. 

He had trouble with John Mackenzie a missionary now 
appointed special commissioner of this territory To Rhodes, 
Mackenzie was a man with a distorted vision he saw only the 
welfare of the natives Rhodes saw thar welfare through a vast 
enlargement of the British power Regarding Mackenzie as an 
obstructive Little Englander Rhodes henceforth became hostile 
to other missionaries thinking they all held the same views as 
Mackenzie. He warned them that the negroes must be made 
worthy of the country in which they lived or they were certain 
by an inexorable law to lose iL You will not make them worthy 
if you let them ot in idleness. 

With Rhodes it was always Push on push on, always push 
on farther The road must be made ready for those coming 
behind us. He heard that a great Du t c h trek was starting 
towards Matabelcland along that road he had planned for the 
British occupation. He decided to push the government towards 
swift action or they would lose for ever the balance of the map 
in Africa. He sent men to Lobcngula chief of the Matnbelc, 
charged to get a concession of all the mineral rights in his tern- 
tones, He got the concessions, but his nvals raised doubts in 
Lobcngula s mind. The chieftain sent messengers to London to 
see if a great White Queen really existed. They brought back a 
photograph of Queen Victoria and a shrewd message from her 
advising him not to part with all of his nghts to one person. 

Ann now Rhodes secured a charter for the whole of Matabele 
land from the Bntiih government, and forthwith sent his men 
along to prospect for gold m that part of Lobcngula s dominions 
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Jameson but you urgaJ me to that I yielded Now l am an 
outcast You forced me to kill the man who advised roc to remain 
friendly with Rhodes. He was my fnend and not you but he 
has gone and I am following him Go now all of you to Rhodes 
and seek his protection, he will be your chief and friend 

Lobcngula died of smallpox. On hearing of his death 
Rhodes arranged to undertake the education and be responsible 
for the old chiefs sons, and he saw that Lobcngula s wishes in 
other respects were earned out. Addressing the troops, Rhodes 
said that he was proud of them as the conquerors of Matabdc 
land.’ Yet Jameson was lucks But for Rhode* s foresight in 
sending another body of irregulars and so catching the Maiabelc 
between two fires, Jameson would ha\c been defeated He had 
no reserves. 

Now Rhodes began to play Gesar in the north It was 
decided that the native terntory of Pondoland should be subdued 
Sigeau, chief of a tribe numbering two hundred and twenty five 
thousand was giving trouble. A Briush governor had been kept 
tvaiung three days for an interview, Rhodes, with Jameson s army 
in the background sent the chief a peremptory order to come to 
his camp at once I This unusual treatment made Sigeau sit up. 
He obeyed but Rhodes, in view of llic indignity put upon the 
governor put Sigeau off unul three days haa elapsed. By tJus 
time the crucf had become much less bellicose Wiicn die parley 
began Rhodes bluntly told Sigeau that he and his chiefs were 
unfit to govern themselves and dial they must obey him Then 
just to snow dial he meant business, he took Sigeau and his chiefs 
to a field of mealies on which some machine guns had been trained 
He invited the natives to observe closely The guns opened fire 
and the crop of mealies was cut down. The natives saw and 
shuddered That is what will happen to you if you give us any 
more trouble, said Rhodes sternly So in less than a month he 
had ended a long drawn out squabble with Sigeau that might have 
set Africa alight. 

And now trouble arose m the Transvaal Ever since the war 
with Britain when the Boers had won the batdc of Majuha there 
had been growing a bitter hostility between the Transvaal Dutch 
and the British President Kruger and his Boers were a forming 
community who had trekked north to escape becoming controlled 
by the Industrial and ambitious British But the discovery of 
diamonds in Kimberley was followed by the discovery of gold in 
the TransvaaL And what a discovery! The Ridge of White 
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Jam cion mustered a comjun) of irregular troop*. At a given 
signal tiury were to march into Johannesburg arid cooperate witli 
the non Dutch Uitbndcrs in .cizing the country Some hint of 
this was communicated to Joseph Chamberlain in London, but 
that statesman did not ojicnly encourage the project Yet it wa* 
thought in Afnea that he wa* favourable to it Rhodes wa* never 
satiUird that the kI cme wa* a good one though he wa* a party to 
U. While he sought (of a better way to redress the grievance* ot 
the Uitbndcrs he kept Dr Jameson waiting on the frontier He 
thought he could keep him tlserc indefinitely Hut Jameson grew 
restive hi* troop* began to melt away Unlo* he acted at once he 
would r.ut Ik ab'c to act at all Rhode* tent him a wire ordering 
him n A to move. Tlic who did not reach bin* in lime and Ir* 
moved forward — to diuucr 

Before tcavmg Jameson * inexperienced and inadequate force 
wa* given three da)* in which to consume thirty six ease* oi 
champagne and latgc quantutev of whisk) la fact the saUIicf 
who wa* responsible for cutting the telegraph wire to the Boer 
capital of Pretoria wa* so drunk that he went out and levered lie 
barbed wire of a farmer * fence and so’cmnly buried the end*. 

Dr Jameson wa* foolishly overconfident In hti first corn 
irund against the Matabclc he had l«n astoniihmgly luck), ano 
he expected a continuance of that luck when be marched into the 
Transvaal, at die head of a raiding force from a neighbouring state 
suppoard to be at peace with die world Hut hi* long wait at the 
frontier had been observed by die Uocr*, who had tmmcdutclv 
guessed hi* purpose The telegraph line which should have been 
cut Hashed to them the news thar die frontier lud been crossed, and 
Boer commandoes, who had long been expecting the order, placed 
thcmsclvc* in position* across the road to Johannesburg The raid 
was a farce. Surrounded by a superior force unsupported by the 
UidandcT*, the raiders were compelled to surrender after a feeble 
show of force Dr Jameson and his troop* and tome of the 
Uidandcr* were imprisoned for a time and then handed over to 
the BnUsh government to be dealt with The leader wa* taken to 
London and at Bow Street charged with making war on a friendh 
Mate and sentenced to a short term of imprisonment. There ua> 
a great outcry made by the Liberal* of that day against the leniency 
oF the sentence and prison treatment to which Dr Jameson was 
subjected It was clear that the Conservative government then in 
power wa* favourably disposed toward* the raider*. 

For Rhode*, the failure of the raid W”a* senou*. He had reccntlv 
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Um Rhc<ies was not to be allowed an easy escape The Cape 
Dutch liad no intentions of forgiving lhar English premier tor 
raiding iinmh troops against lhar fellow Dutch of ihc Transvaal 
Hicir leader Hofmeyr said that “If Rhode* it behind the raid 
he u no more 4 fnend of mine lie to’d Rhode* that he must 
icpudutc Jamewin and Rhodes icfuscd to do il 

hay no mote* said Hofmeyr caustically I ouitc understand, 
'fcet Rhode* did not despair of winning bach nu old friend and 
of getting from him wmc convobltun u ct hit fall When not 
Hofmeyr called, Khodet humbly asked for advice hoping that he 
would be lo'd tlul he wa* no: u» black as he was now being painted. 

V* hat aro ! to do* Lave it do vn? 1 low can I * \m I to 
get nd of mvsclf? 

The aifrontetl Dutchman was a Job* comforter He did not 
counsel suwidc but hit advice wat almovt at bad Rhode* should 
retire from parlumcnt and low hmuclf in Rhodciu— hit own 
country Rhode* reacted at tlmugh he were a young Ling intuited 
Hofmevr said openly that hit friend Rhodes s asuxutson with 
the raid had made him feel like a man who divcovacd hit wife 
deceiving him. That phra-c Rhudci heard mam limes, with the 
rciult that he would *av dcriuvcly before it was uttered Oh 
yet, l know— about the unfaithful wife Yet he deebred that hi* 
iroublct had made lum a better nun 

He rejected the advice to retire from parliament lie averted 
that hit political life had just begun. With redoubled ttrcngdi at 
will he tet humclf to work again work which look lum mainly to 
the north. Hut he had to face an inquiry in London by a select 
committee which found that he had failed in hit dune* as a public 
man and had seriously embarrassed the imperial and colonial 
government*, causing grave injury to Hntish influence in bouth 
Afnea, yet the committee said ilicre was nothing in the whole 
affair dishonouring to hit personal character He lud told the 
committee there had been discontent in the South African Republic 
that after long efforts they despaired of obtaining redress by con 
stitutional means and were resolved to seek by extra constitutional 
means, such a change in the government as should give to the 
majority of the population possessing more than luff the land 
nine-tenths of the wealth and paying nineteen twentieth* of the 
taxes, a due share in it* administration And England sympathized 
with him 

There was trouble now over Rhodcsu His chartered company 
did not find there the gold they expected and his share* which had 
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Rhodes s fncnds were furious at the delays. Bui he understood 
the names and waned patiently until ihc last chief had submitted, 
and all had declared that Klmdcs was their father and there wa* 
for ever peace between while and black in Rhodesia. Rhode* 
returned to Cape Town triumphant He was accorded a great 
rccqmon. Already the conqueror of the \latabclc was forpvcn 
for moving too fan in the Transvaal Oxford invited Kitchener 
and Rhodes to come down and receive a degree they went and 
Rhodes evoked the most cheers. 

But there were black clouds rising again In the Boer Republic 
Rhodes was convinced that there would lie no war and having 
burnt hit fingers before determined to keep out of trouble that wa» 
brewing But the Boer War came and Rhodes decide*! that he 
must be In it. Against the wishes of the British authorities, he 
went north to Kimberley and stayed there during the siege borne 
times his presence was an embarrassment to the officers in charge 
of the defence for his brain was letter than that of half a dozen 
generals. At one time he was in danger of being arrested fa 
interfering wiih the military He was critical of the Bntuh 
forces lent to relieve Kimberley and talked of organizing an army 
to relieve the Brmdi Army 1*hc Boers themselves would sooner 
have captured Rhodes than the British Army They threatened 
to Put him in an iron cage and parade him through the Transvaal 
anu Orange Free State. Rhodes was greatly amused by their 
threats. His reply was not without humour The British guns In 
Kimberley were outranged by die German guns used by the Boers 
So Rhodes, though a civilian knowing nothing of gun- making 
ordered one of the engineers working on his diamond mines to 
budd a big gun from a specification which happened to be in a 
Kimberley office. The experiment was successful The big new 
gun made by amateurs, was a match for those trained on the city 
Its shells, sent into the Boer camp, were labelled With the 
compliments of Cecil Rhodes I ” 

At one time Rhodes also contrived to amuse the Kaiser Received 
by the all-highest in Berlin be paid hide attention to court 
etiquette He chaffed his host on sending the congratulatory tele 
gram to Kruger He talked on and the Kaiser became more and 
more engrossed in the tales told by this vital Engbshraan Then 
Rhodes suddenly looked at his watch and without waiting, as if 
customary to be dismissed he suddenly thrust out his hand 

Well good-by c, sir I have to go now I have some people coming 
to dinner* 
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In Africa the would sometimes be teen nding with him. She 
forced hit name to a cheque for a large turn and he iruiited on 
hcrbcxng prosecuted. 

Queen Victoria asked him if he were a woman hater and he 
replied gallantly (hat he could not hate the icx of which hit queen 
was the most honoured ornament. 

There was, however, one woman in hit life whom he tpccwlJ) 
honoured— a negress with senile ejes. empty tagging breasts, and 
skeleton hands. She was the stepmother of Lobengub the brave 
wife of a dead chieftain who had come alone to welcome his peace 
delegates. It was a picturesque act which Hhodet delighted to 
honour, and to he caused a portrait of this wnnklcd old negress to 
be hung in hit bedroom — trie one woman he chose to remember 
Cut Africa remembers and honours Rhodes, ^ct when the war 
was over and the Union of South Africa was formed his own 
country Rhodesia voted herself out of the federation Had he 
lived it might have been otherwise for in peace and war Rhodes s 
passion was union under the Untuh flag 

Today it is not the English but die preponderating Dutch 
kd by their Boer premier General Hertrog, who arc really in 
control of the Union of Soudi Africa 

Across the valley from World s View one might hear the 
mocking laugh of fate! 
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suggest that America was discovered by Vikings from Greenland 
and Norway almost five centuries before Columbus, but there 1* 
no doubt that In the days when he grew to manhood the ocean was 
generally regarded as unexplored. 

Christopher Columbus was born within sound of the sea in 
1447 the first son of a cloth weaver of Genoa. It was a romantic 
setting for the youth of one so sensible to inspiration. To Genoa 
came treasure ships of the time, laden with gold and silver, nlks 
and laces and tapestries, rare spices and all the precious things that 
trader* — and robbers — had harvested from the gla mo rous cast. The 
voting Columbus would scamper through the narrow streets to the 
harbour, where be would gaze wide-eyed at the pageant of the 
quay side listening to the magic yarns of the manners, and return- 
ing Ivornc to dream his dreams. To case his teeming imagination 
he confided his ever increasing craving for adventure to his brother 
Bartholomew upon whose sympathy loyalty and support he relied 
so often in the years to come. “ Ten such brothers would not be 
too many he wrote. 

Young Columbus s dreams were not allowed to lead him into 
paths of idleness indeed, he himself was a dynamo of restless 
energy He helped his father with his weaving He studied with 
both patience and application though his early education did not 
carry lum much beyond reading, writing arithmetic and a little 
drawing 

At fourteen — his father sensing the boy s natural inclinations — 
he was sent to sea for the first tunc. During the succeeding year* 


His curiosity was the birth-pain of his ultimate achievement. 
He was perpetually hungering for knowledge and hammering on 
the door of the unknown. Between voyages he devoted every 
available hour to his education, without which he knew that his 
practical experience would be worthless, studying what books he 
could on cosmography history astronomy ana geometry He 
became a splendid draughtsman skilled m chart making It is be 
licved that he even spent a brief period at the university of Pavia 
where he obtained a fair knowledge of Latin. Thu self madi* man of 
the people was leaving as httle as possible to chanre. 

Gradually hu great idea took shape and grew It became both 
an ideal and an obsession. Columbus dedicated hu whole life to 
its realization The world in which he lived teemed tantahzingly 
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and his dress. Among strangers he was affable, and pleasant 
among his domestics, >cc with a modesty and easy gravity He 
was so strict in religious matters that for tasting and saying all the 
divine office he might be thought protest in some religious order 

Certainly from a portrait now in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art New York we can visualize him as tall handsome and of 
impressive dignity with wide vigorous eyes, clean-cut features and 
slender, beautiful hands. One can see in him the classic blend of 
visionary and leader 

It is not surprising that the ten years or so he spent in Portugal 
wove threads of grey in his hair In every direction his plans seemed 
frustrated. In compensation however there was his happy 
marriage to Donna Fell pa the daughter of a dauntless sea-captain 
who had served under that great explorer Prince Henry of Portugal 
(Henry the Navigator as we learnt at school) and hau made many 
great voyages. Columbus made a careful study of the dead man's 
charts and journals, and listened enraptured to the stones his 
mother in law told him of her husband s adventures. 

Life was not easy for Columbus in Portugal Dreams were 
well enough but he had his living to earn A certain amount of 
money was made by the drawing of charts and maps, and this 
phase of hu activities had the added advantage of bringing him 
closely into touch with all the great Portuguese sailors of the day 
He also went to sea at intervals, voyaging as far south as Guinea 
and as far north as Iceland 

All the Umc he was seeking a rich and influential patron who 
would share his faith in the great adventure and furnish an 
expedition So industrious and determined was be in this direction 
that his brother, who had accompanied him to Portugal was at one 
time sent to England in an attempt to interest the king of that land 
in the project. But England was apathetic. Her royalty and 
nobility had enough trouble at home without seeking more vn 
uncharted seas. 

Columbus s final hope, so long as he remained in Portugal of 
which he had become a naturalized subject, by with the new king 
John II a ruler who had a decided interest in adventure ana 
exploration Although John was more concerned with reaching 
India by way of the south of Africa — a plan that Henry the 
Navigator had been unable to carry through before his death — 
he was not unwilling to listen to tnc more daring and romantic 

n tontion put forward by Columbus. 

t can be imagined with what eagerness Columbus pleaded 
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of the new world to become the richest and the most powerful 
nation in Europe. He was now a widower and the care and 
education of his on!) ton he entrusted to the monks of a fricndl) 
monastery 

In die tpnng of 1485 he began to seek an interview with king 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella who ruled jointly over two separate 
realms — comprising almost the whole of Spam — which had been 
united by their marriage. The times were scarcely propmoui for 
such an interview Spain was engaged in a detperate simgclc 
with the Moors, who had Previously played havoc with almost the 
enure land but were now ocing driven southward in defeat. But 
it was a deadly and protracted struggle with shocking casualties 
on other side. The queen herself lud fought in the field— an 
indication that she war at least the type of courageous queen from 
whom Columbus might well expect encouragement. 

Columbus was patient. The messages he sent to the king and 
queen were either lost or ignored Certainly the royal pair can be 
forgiven if dieir thoughts and interests at this time were centred 
more on the battlefields than on the idea of ships on the unknown 
raid- Atlantic There was nothing for Columbus to do but to 
endure more months of waiting and hoping and dreaming 

In Portugal a pillar of the Church lud side-tracked and cheated 
lutn. In Spain it was a luminary of the Church who was to befriend 
and hearten him to champion Vus cause and smooth his path to 
the foot of the throne. This man was Cardinal Mendoza Arch 
bishop of Toledo, a dignitary of such inlluence and power that be 
was often referred to as the third king of Spain When 
Columbus was introduced to the great man their liking and 
admiration was mutual and the archbishop cordially promised that 
the explorer should be granted a royal interview 

It was Queen Isabella to whom Columbus first outlined his plans. 
Once again as so often in history it was a woman s understanding 
and loyalty that were to mean so much to a nuq who was the 
instrument of history ard to history itself. The queen was greatly 
struck by the personally and sincerity of this nil, handsome, 
quietly-spoken sailor whose soft words nevertheless glowed with 
such power and ldcali m She was fascinated by the word- pictures 
he drew of the new path to the cast. Moreover, she believed in him. 

As in Portugal, the matter was referred to the learned men of the 
Church, presided over by the queen s own confessor Talavera a 
man with profound scholastic background but of so stunted an 
imagination that he was entirely incapable of grasping citiicr the 
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and the mil Itc wa* taking and of the nchc* and glory success 
would bnng lo Spain Hu dcmonJt were logical and moderate 
The queen willingly agreed 

Then fell the moil staggering blow of alL Tlie queen * council 
of advuer*, while not cntuel) hujcutnng the adventure threw up 
their handi in alum at the nature of hu term*. which they con 
ude/cd to he wild arrogant and impossible brum they declared, 
could never invest an cucnuu. and foreign adventurer with mcli 
powers, It war, in m wa> an admission of their growing belief 
that Columbu* might maced* tlut hu dream* were very near lo 
realities. 

Believing that rather than kc hu now blossoming pbnt luoicn 
Columbus would agree to a drastic tomjifomuc tlie council were 
mildl) dux Led, and several of it % members vinccrch disappointed 
when the orpiarcr l*jucd to thctc deer non made no proCtrtf 
exhibited no outward j^rturbation but umplj prepared to leave the 
countr) 

HU bu hope wav France where overture* on hu behalf had 
jlrcMJy been a failure, i lean uck but mil strong in rhe faith 
within him, orwc again a wandering genius he set out alone on 
mule back on hu journey The picture of that jiroud courageous, 
saddened figure plodding hu way m loneliness and grief to jet 
another land* beginning jet another chapter in hu clietjucrcd storv 
bring* an adic lo the heart even now Tlie mtenutj of the tragedy 
u as poignant ai the stage of history can show 

It was in that pitiful moment that the clouds broke. Destiny 
repented of It* constant torture of th»* noble roan and healed hu 
wound* widi the radiance of golden opportunity Fast on hu trad 
rode a queen * messenger and six miles from the city he had left 
behind him a* he thought* foe ever, he received the tiding* that 
he was to sail the Atbntic after all 

It wa* an immortal moment 

Disgusted with the studied obstruction and bek of vision on the 
part of her advisers* tlie queen had given them a womanly as well 
a* a rojal brow beating Their adv ice and their decision wa* hurled 
back into their surprised faces. Columbus she declared was no 
impecunious adventurer intent onlj on feathering hu own nest 
it a great and wise man whose achievements would widen the 
flown world and bring glory to Spam No other bnd should 
cal him from her She herself would find the money for the 
nc voyage 

All credit to this enlightened queen with a head for progress 
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A similar feeling of fatality was rampant among l?ic ships 
crew*. They were candidly afraid and openly hostile to the whole 
idea of the voyage To these rough and ignorant sailors, unedified 
in even the rudiments of ccograph) it was as though they were 
sailing towards the very edge of the world, to be hurled to thar 
doom over that waters precipice To make matters worse few 
if any of the rank and file were volunteers. They had been earned 
aboard by the brute force of the press-gangs, some had been snatched 
from the dungeons of prisons, 

Columbus, they declared was a madman— a fanatical 
adventurer whose plans for this escapade had been scorned by many 
of the muons of Europe. Only a woman — and their opinion of 
Queen Isabella was a vivid dutnbe — could have been won over b> 
ihu toft spoken son of suicide. 

Tlic enure expedition numbered less than a hundred men. 
Among them was an Englishman and an Irishman. Hut there were 
only a few whom Columbus could trust including the redoubtable 
Martin Alonzo I’inzon and his brother Vincente, commanding 
the two smaller vessels, and Garaa Fernandez, a doctor 

Once past the Canary Islands, with no chart save the theoretical 
one of Columbus to guide them, in unknown waters sailing towards 
unknown penis, the fear and anger of the men mounted to the 

C r of mutiny It was even planned to seize Columbus and throw 
overboard in the night. Warned in time the explorer 
exhibited amazing dexterity of leadership quietening the men by 
means of a variety of subterfuges. He used Erst the charm of hu 
personality and the power of religion Between the two he induced 
them, for the time bang at any rate to have confidence in his 
knowledge and skill, and to believe that the voyage had divine 
guidance. Further to subdue thar fears he kept a double set of 
reckonings of the ships progress. The first, for the use of himself 
and those he could trust, was an accurate one. The second at the 
disposal of the men gave much less than the actual distance sailed. 
Foe the danger was, not that die men might dunk they were 
voyaging too slowly but that the) had gone too far without sight 
ing land. 

Columbus sincerely believed that he would soon sight Japan 
And probably he himself would have been willing to turn back 
if he had known that Japan was some twelve thousand miles away 
instead of the two thousand he himself had estimated 

One thing be must certainly have realized with the humblest 
member of the fleet— that if they did fail to find land after crossing 
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deck of the fynu \/j ru and olFcrcd up thanks to God The night 
fell and curtained ilicir discovers from view but the ships course 
was at once altered and ihc) cleaved their way through the darkness 
towards die haven (hey believed they had won 

Dawn brought an agom ef diMlluuonrocnt There was no sign 
of land A mirage had Jeunved them* They liad hitched their 
hopes to a cloud. The modem brewed more Jivcnnlcnt dun ever 
Once again Columbus wat faced with open mutiny Omc again 
be subdued it with amazing st/ategv Hack again on the onginjl 
course went the ships. Westward again* always westward 

By early October— three months alter leaving Spain— they had 
covered over two thouund two hundred and fifty miles and were 
well m the region where Columbus had anticipated finding Japan 
or Cipango at it was then known lie was bitterly disappointed 
He was puzzkd. The wonder is that he did not at last despair of 
achieving his objective and lose faith in his theories. On the 
contrary this amaung man decided to forge right ahead Some 
where lie still believed the Atlantic must end 

Just when it seemed that it uuuai l< no longer possible to ho'd 
the fury and violence of hit discontented men in clicck providence 
intervened to send a message of Jiojsc and promise The ca itself 
spoke with a idem voice The berried branch of some strange tree 
i lojied past. Hock fish swam around. Cut sticks were picked up 
And, to add to these happy auguries, liny birds, too frail and 
gentle to fly far from land winged and sang overhead 

The mood of the expedition changed as d by magic Where 
there had been bitterness and fear there was now lmihng anticipa- 
tion. Tor the first time since the voyage began the ships companies 
approached to some extent near the brotherhood of the sea 
Columbus celebrated that wonderful October evening by calling 
Jus men to prayer Hymns were sung fervently Hie admiral 
announced that he was now certain that land would be sighted 
within a few hours. God lie said had blessed their enterprise 
Triumph would soon be theirs. They would win glory and Spain 
greatness. He wa* proud of them he lied with an easy conscience 
They were again reminded of the queen s promise of a nch 
reward for the first man to sight land— a pension of thirty crowns 
3 year Actually dm prize was eventually embraced in the awards 
made to Columbus himself But it was lively bait in the Atlantic 
and he made the most of it 

The night was electric with drama. None slept All eyes were 
straining through the darkness. Columbus himself was as vigilant 
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ifc without regret who regarded him as nothing more than a 
crank were now in a seventh heaven of delight. They danced 
around him and kissed hu hand They promised everlasting 
obedience and loyalty They were intoxicated by the gentle balmy 
air by the green luxuriance of ihcir surroundings, by their freedom 
to kick and walk and run on solid earth ajjain 

hoc some months the adventurer* cruised among the islands, 
studying the natives and their customs bartering seeking gold 
taking abojrd strange fruits and curios The islanders, to bis 
surprise, were a handsome and intelligent breed fncndlv courteous 
and unsuspecting They did not know the value of what little gold 
they used as ornaments. When shown a sword thev laughingly 
touched its naked edge Iron was new to them The Inning 
armour of the Spaniards, who had anticipated resistance fascinated 
and delighted them. Their huts were orderly and clean They 
had fine canoes many of them so brge that they earned nearly 
aghty men. A fine pcacedoving happy gentle people to whom 
the future was to bnng their meed of the misery of civilization 
They believed due the white men had descended from heaven I 
Columbus now assumed that these islands by off the coast of 
India. It was for that reason that he called them live Indies, a name 
that Unger* on to this day The largest of the group he believed 
to be Japan Many of the islands lie named after members of the 
Spanish royal family Cuba, which was his next great discovery 
he called Juan. It is the most beautiful island that the eyes ever 
beheld full of excellent ports and profound rivers, he wrote. 

The admiral went on to add the islands of Hayu and Long 
Isbnd among others to his conquests. At Hayti the first real 
disaster of the expedition overtook him A blunder on the part 
of a helmsman resulted in the flagship the Santa Marta running 
aground so badly that there was no alternative but to unload and 
transfer her cargo, and then to abandon her No lives were lost 
but there remained the problem of surplus crew Columbus was 
not puzzl ed foe long Here, he decided, was hi* opportunity to 
found a settlement, which he did nearly a dozen men including 
the English m a n and the Irishman volunteering to remain. A fort 
was built with timber* from the Santa Marta thus the immortal 
flagship became the foundation of the new world 

Now another problem confronted the admiral on the ere of his 
return to Spain. The Pint a was lost. Rather than search or wait 
for many months Columbus decided to go back acres* the Atlantic 
alone in the tiny Ntna the baby of his fleet. Later he picked 
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and excited admirers. They threw flowers at his feet. Behind him 
in the procession came his sun-bronzed seamen earning green and 
scarlet parrots, cunt lizards and tropical plants and fruits. With 
them dazed and scared though with a great dignity marched the 
six Indians in all their vivid briery That little cavalcade through 
Barcelona was a thrill and a revelation that is unrivalled in history 

The Ling and queen rose from their thrones when he appeared 
before them h was an undreamt of honour for a commoner The 
court bowed low to this man of a foreign people who had brought 
to Spain such glory and renown Time and time again from that 
moment forward the royal pair liucncd spellbound to his story 
His man) titles and privileges, as admiral governor and viceroy 
were confirmed, he was granted a coat-of arms and promised as 
Tnanv more expeditions as he pleased. From Spam the news of 
his spectacular triumph spread through the known world What 
ever happened now none could roo him of immortality He 
himself was happy in discovering the path to the west. 

Columbus made three more voyages of discovery to the new 
world. On the first of these m September 1493 and with seventeen 
ships and one thousand five hundred men he added Dominica 
Montserrat Antigua, San Martin, Santa Cruz and the Virgin 
Islands to the domains of Spain He also explored Porta Rico. On 
the next in 14^8 he looked for the first time upon the mainland 
of South America unaware that he had discovered a continent. 

But his power was waning At home hu enemies were plotting 
against him In the colonics he had founded the greed tor gold 
and plunder was stirring up strife, his authority had been under 
mined by others. So much so, indeed, that his return from his 
third voyage was an ignominious one. A false charge was laid 
against him, and he was shipped back to Europe in chains. 

Although Columbus was vindicated and his honour restored 
this blow to bis prestige this (earful ingratitude of the world for 
which he had won so much this deception of die Spaniards whose 
land he had ennehed and honoured had stabbed at hu vitality 
He made just one more voyage — in 1502 — in a vain quest for tnc 
non-existent passage to Asia (later to come about by means of the 
man-made Panama Canal). 

In September, IS04, he returned finally to Spain tired ill, heart 
side, reconciled to tnc fact that hu work was done, although he was 
never to know the immensity of his achievements. On May 10, 
1506, he died. But the flame of the genius he declared that God 
had given him burns steadily down through the years. 
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A Ltri FOR TUI LIVING DEAD 481 

Irrevocably isolated on il The site eventually chosen was on the 
island of Molokai, the fifth largest of the aght principal islands 
that make up the Hawaiian group A sparsely populated island 
of some two hundred and fifty square miles, it possessed a small 
peninsula on its northern side three miles square and cut off from 
the rest of the island by formidable perpendicular cliffs, from two 
to four thousand feet high 

The authorities were very satisfied with their choice. With 
the sea and unchmbablc cliffs for thar barriers the lepers would be 
safely confined Though this action of the officials is open to 
criticism it must be conceded that the scenery is magnificent and 
best of all, there was a particularly fertile valley which the lepers 
could cultivate and thus become an independent and self supporting 
community 

A superintendent was appointed and progress was watched for 
a few months. The authorities were annoyedto find as time passed 
that their plans were not being earned out. They realized of 
course, that a leper is not exactly in the best of health and they 
had heard tales of limbs, fingers and toes rotting until the) either 
fell off or were hacked off by the owner Nevertheless to the 
officials it seemed sheer obstinacy that prevented these creatures 
from efficiently tilling the soil Within a few months indeed the 
rich and fertile land had disappeared beneath a growth of weeds. 
Furthermore it appeared that the stronger lepers stole from the 
weaker ones that although they did not ull the soil they brewed 
a fiery beer from the root of a wild plant and that altogether the 
life at Kalawao was developing into one long orgy of licentiousness 
and vice. 

Successive superintendents did venture to mention a few of the 
disadvantages of the colony In the absence of a doctor or any 
hospital service dying lepers rotted away on grass mats m huts 
which failed to keep out nun and wind a meagre water supply 
had to be fetched from a spot nearly a mile away adequate clothing 
and food was only secured by a few of the slightly tainted victims 

Unfortunately the evil reputation of the settlement spread to 
the other islands. Lepers refused to report themselves and thar 
families hid them so that the law ultimately became openly dis- 
regarded In 1873, however, a new king decided to enliven 
matters. He recognized the necessity of an adequate hospital 
service and put a white leper in charge on the strength of his having 
dabbled m medicine at some time of his life. He had water pipes 
laid nearer to the settlement, and even if the water supply 
0 
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The horribly disfigured band crowded round ihc two and gazed 
intently at them, who returned the gaze with sad, )ct curiously 
detrmuned eyes Tlicn the elder priest spoke 

So far, my children, you have been left alone and unrated for 
Hut \ou shall be jo no longer Behold I have brought you one who 
will be a father to you and who lave* you jo much that for jour 
welfare and for the sa he of your immortal took he doe* ncx hesitate 
to become one of you to live and die with you 

Strange word* these to mo« of the leper*. They looked m- 
crcduloudy at the young man who had brought no lugwgc They 
silently watched lire elder pricu retire to the boat and then dragged 
thcrmclvc* after the other who walked slowly to the settlement 
hut* surrounded by a few Catholic leper*. 

The fun urangc day drew to its close for the new member of 
the colony who looked round for his resting place Standing by 
the ude of the little wooden Catholic chapel hit eye alighted on a 
friendly looking puhih tree and in the dude of u* foluge he lay 
on the bare ground. A* he slumbered on curious pair* of eye*. 
Idee those of wild animals, peered through the gloom at the unusual 
sight. The lepers had found a new diver nun 

The eye* disappeared Darkness, sleep suffering and death 
reigned over Kalawao— the living graveyard 

The course of Father Damien dc Veuster * life was determined 
by two major events, both highly dramatic but that lie would 
enter the service of the Church had always appeared inevitable m 
spite of the fact that he was a strong athletic boy a skater of 
championship class, and destined for a commercial career by hu 
parent*— Flemish farmer*. He had long shown a disposition for 
the religious life and it came a* no surprise to his parent* tlut their 
own plan* had to be laid aside and that their son should enter the 
same reiigiou* order as that of hu elder bruihcr 

Father Damien was christened Joseph and only took the name 
of Damien when he entered the establishment of the Congregation 
of the Sacred Heart* of Jesus and Mary, commonly known a* the 
Picpus Father*. One of the special functions of the father* was 
to cvangchxc the heathen ami they had been particularly com- 
missioned by the Pope to look after the Hawaiian Islands. At long 
interval* a small number of prints were selected to sail to the 
islands, and in 1863 came the new* that another little band had 
been c h osen . Among them was Father Danuen * elder brother 
and great was the young man * boyish envy He had set hu heart 
on such an adventure and another chance was not likely to occur 
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that hts cxpcncncc was essential for the job and that m fact, the 
bishop must select him 

The bishop looked at him with tears id his eves. He recalled 
the excellent record of the young man before him. He knew him 
to be in perfect phyucal condition one who had amazed the 
native* by prodigious feats of endurance and courage. And as he 
spoke the words sending him to what the Egyptians called death 
before death the bishops voice was distorted with emotion 

This employment is of such a nature that 1 would not have 
imposed it on anyone but 1 gladly accept your oiler 

The bishop and I athcr Damien left two hours later for 
Honolulu, thence for Molokai 

The first day on the Molokai settlement was spent by Father 
Damien in thoroughly exploring every corner of nis new parish. 
The priest was astounded to find that of the eight hundred lepers in 
the settlement no less than eighty per cent were grievously ill and 
dying Practically all except the little band that had welcomed 
him, were lying prostrate on their sleeping mats m damp grass 
huis. Their clothing consisted largely of damp rags— not so much 
from the rams as from lhar broken sores— and food and water 
was rarely seen As for the unbearable odour arising from such 
conditions, coupled with the non-existence of sanitation ones 
imagination quads before it. Father Damien admitted that for 
some lime he often became so overwhelmed with nausea that he 
would find it necessary to interrupt a suit by closing his nostrils 
and running outside for fresh air To overcome this weakness 
he began smoking a pipe and he was glad to find that not only did 
this assist him to fulfil his duties without interruption but that the 
smell of tobacco counteracted that which would otherwise have 
clung to his clothing 

As he went about his unsavoury visits the sights were such as 
almost to unnerve him and we can only dimly imagine what his 
thoughts were as he lay down to sleep under his puhala tree after 
the following visit to a dying Catholic who had asked for the last 
me* of the Church. It was part of Damien s religious duty to 
anoint the lepers ears, eyes, nose and feet with a holy oil and 
having attended to the first three be turned to the last. Now 
Damien knew this leper s legs to be paralysed yet when he looked 
at the feet he found them to be moving slightly He looked closer 
and then saw the movement was caused by worms I Such things 
were to become common experiences for the priest. 

A more disconcerting factor for him was the resentment and 
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that his experience was essential for the job and that, In fact, the 
bishop must select him 

The buhop looked at him with tears in his eyes. He recalled 
the excellent record of the young man before him He knew him 
to be in perfect physical condition one who had amazed the 
natives by prodigious feats of endurance and courage. And as he 
spoke the words sending him to what the Egyptians called death 
before death ’ the bishop s voice was distorted with emotion 

This employment is of such a nature that I would not have 
imposed it on anyone, but 1 gladly accept your offer 

The bishop and Father Damien left two hours later for 
Honolulu, thence for Molokai. 

The first day on the Molokai settlement was spent by Father 
Damien m thoroughly exploring every corner of nis new parish. 
The priest was astounded to find that of the eight hundred lepers in 
the settlement no less than eighty per cent were grievously ill and 
d^ing Practically all, except the little band that had welcomed 
him, were lying prostrate on thar sleeping mats in damp grass 
huts. Thar clothing consisted largely or damp rags — not so much 
from the rams as from thar broken sores — and food and water 
was rarely seen. As for the unbearable odour arising from such 
conditions, coupled with the non-cxistcncc of sanitation ones 
imagination quails before it rather Damien admitted that for 
some time he often became so overwhelmed with nausea that he 
would find it necessary to interrupt a visit by closing his nostrils 
and running outside for fresh air To overcome this weakness 
he began smoking a pipe and he was glad to find that not only did 
this assist him to fulfil his duties without interruption but that the 
smell of tobacco counteracted that which would otherwise have 
clung to his clothing 

As he went about his unsavoury visits the sights were such as 
almost to unnerve him and we can only dimly imagine what his 
thoughts were ai he lay down to sleep under hi* punala tree after 
the following visit to a dying Catholic who had asked for the last 
riles of the Church It was part of Damien s religious duty to 
anoint the lepers ears, eyes, nose and feet with a holy oil and 
having attended to the first three he turned to the last. Now 
Damien knew this leper s legs to be paralysed yet when he looked 
at the feet he found them to be moving sfighdy He looked closer 
and then saw the movement was caused by worms I Such things 
were to become common experiences for the priest. 

A more disconcerting factor for him was the resentment and 
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TORPEDOED BY REQUEST 

By 

REAR-ADMIRAL GORDON CAMPBELL 

J anuary, 1917, was spent at Plymouth in refitting, giving leave, 
and getting ready for the next round. The opportunity was 
taken of studying all that had happened in the submarine war- 
fare during our absence abroad, and I came to the conclusion that 
the only way for us to ensure decoying the enemy to the surface 
was deliberately to get torpedoed and trust to still being in a position 
to fight with our guns afterwards On the two previous occasions 
when torpedoes had been fired at us, we had merely taken our 
chance, but now I decided we must ensure getting hit It can 
easily be seen that if a torpedo missed just ahead, it would have 
hit the ship provided we had been going a bit faster, so the idea now 
was that the ship would be manoeuvred so as to make the torpedo 
hit 

I explained my intentions to my crew and called for volunteers 
to remain, giving any man who wished to leave the ship an 
opportunity to do so; but they all remained 

It was rather a strange coincidence that, previous to this, two 
men of different ratings had been showing signs of nervousness, 
and, on being questioned, they both stated that their wives were 
trying to persuade them to get out of it, as they (the wives) had 
dreamt that something dreadful was going to happen to the ship 
In one case I was not too sorry for the excuse to get rid of the man, 
as, although a good fellow, he was not very skilled at his trade; 
but the other was an excellent fellow and obviously didn’t want to 
leave As his wife had only dreamt that the ship was coming to 
grief, and that he himself would be all right, it was suggested that 
he should square his wife by saying how lucky he was at being sure 
he would be all right, as no one else on board could say the same 
He sailed 

During our refit it became known that the German intensified 
submarine warfare was due to start on February 1 This meant 
that all ships were liable to be sunk without warning if found 
approachmg the British Isles, so we cut down our refit as much 
as possible and got away back to Queenstown before the end of 
the month. We sailed agam on the last day of January, and had 
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instructions to return after ten days as this was considered the 
suitable length for mystery ships to be at sea at a time owing 
to their limited capacity for carrying fresh food and to the rather 
strenuous time the crew had when out I protested without avail 
iliat we should like to remain out till we burnt our coal— twenty 
two to twenty three days 1 knew my crew and liavmg had them, 
for the most part, with me a year I knew also that fresh food etc*, 
didn t worry them so much as getting a submarine 

We proceeded at once to our old hunting ground off the south- 
west of Ireland This was where most of the traffic passed between 
America and England where too, the water bang deep and the 
weather atroaous at times, the submarine was fairly free from the 
menace of mines or the molestation of auxiliary patrol craft. We 
Intended working continually in this area and some disguise in the 
appearance of the ship had to be made each night this was 
particularly necessary as the sinkings and attacks became in- 
creasingly numerous, showing tliat the submarines were unusually 
active, and one could not expect that by this time of the war they 
didn 1 know a good deal about mystery ships, and any chance of 
getting one would not be missed 

We arranged our procedure so that every night we were steam- 
ing to the westward the dark hours bang the tune when the 
submarine would probably be busy recharging batteries or getting 
fresh air During each day we were steaming east, as if home 
ward bound from America or Canada with a good fat cargo 
Daily we had reports of some ship bang attacked or sunk 
sometimes ten or fifteen miles away from us, sometimes anything 
up to a hundred It seemed to lie only a mathematical problem or 
odds ” as to when our turn to get torpedoed would come. The 
whole crew were waiting for it with enthusiasm There is 1 good 
deal of difference between bang in a ship where you know that if 
a torpedo is seen approaching \ou arc going to avoid it and in 
being in one where you know you are going to make it hit, and 
yet 1 never saw a cress more anxious for the fray They realized 
that if the Germans intensified submarine warfare was a success, 
then England would be beaten We were losing some 600 000 
ions of shipping of all nationalities a month and this of course 
could not go on for ever And as there was nothing to stop the 
submarine coming out, it was up to the auxiliary patrols and the 
side-show parties, such as we were, to spare no effort and to 
n4. everything in an attempt to grapple w ith the one w-eapon which 
could and nearly did bring England to her knees So it was that 
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when our ten days were up and we were due to return, I decided 
to remain out Three times we were ordered to return, but three 
times I evaded I felt we were “ in touch with the enemy,” and 
there are few orders which justify one in losing touch I knew 
my C -m-C would do the same if he had been in my place We 
remained out till our chance came after seventeen days I have 
often heard people say we were lucky in our chance There is, 
however, such a thing as looking for an opportunity, and my crew 
denied their leave, fresh food, and all the rest of it in order not 
to miss the chance if it came — and we should have stayed out 
till our coal was burnt 

The seventeen days were not without incident, apart from the 
attacks all around us One day when approaching the south-west 
point of Ireland, in the afternoon, we sighted a submarine on the 
surface on our port bow, he remained in sight a few minutes and 
then dived He had been heading towards us, and we expected 
an attack At the estimated time for the torpedo to come, I had 
passed the word through the voice-pipes that a torpedo would arrive 
m a couple of 'minutes, but none came, and all we saw was a 
mine which passed a few yards off the ship Nothing further was 
seen of the submarme, but a large number of mines were swept 
up the following day by the ever-alert minesweepers and trawlers 
No ships were actually struck, though there were a number in 
sight at the time 

On February 4 we sighted a barque that had all sail set, but 
appeared suspicious On closing her sne appeared to be abandoned, 
and later, from intercepted signals, we gathered the crew had been 
picked up by one of H M sloops She was a neutral ship who 
nad been boarded by a submarine, and the master had been told 
that if he approached within a hundred miles of the British coast 
he would be sunk, as, however, he had not enough drinking water 
to return to America, he had abandoned his ship, although in 
perfect condition and with a cargo of maize It happened that we 
were sailing under the same neutral colours, and I decided to take 
her m tow, as I thought she would make a good “decoy,” not 
to mention a chance of salvage money After dark we closed her, 
and I put a party on board to furl her square sails, leaving the 
fore and aft set It was a slow job doing all this and getting her 
m tow, as I couldn’t afford to deplete my ship too much, in case 
I got attacked, and so I only put Lieutenant Stuart, RNR, and 
three men aboard to do the job, and they, for the most part, did 
not know much about sailing ships We eventually got her m 
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tow about 3 am on the 5th, and I left on board Lieutenant 
Russell RNR three men and a Maxim cun for self-defence. 
Arrangements were alv> made as to what to efo if we got attacked 
On no account were they to use their Maxim cun except as a last 
act of self-defence — the entire action would be fought by Q«> 
The latter event nearly came off as the following afternoon a ship 
which had been in light nearly all da) and was about eight to ten 
miles ahead luddenK blew up in a large explosion She wai an 
ammunition ship* and had been torpedoed The flames and smoke 
went to a great height The alarm wai sounded and we awaited 
an attack on ourselves but much to our disgust the periscope of 
a jubmanne was seen close on our starboard side ihougfi no 
attack wut made It turned oul afterwards that the submarine 
had herself !<cn damaged li) the force of the explosion and was 
obliged to return back borne 

\\hcn we got to the place where the ship had sunk there 
was nothing to be seen except one small niece of wood and a 
ifcbclt 

Even this sight didn t deter m) cress from the intention of 
risking a similar fate though the strain was fairly severe especially 
for the men in the engine and boiler rooms, as the)’ have the least 
chance of coming out free from a lut bv torpedo or mine and 
also see least or nothing of llic fun Hut the engineering staff 
can always be relied on to turn up trumps they arc the men who 
take a ship into action, see it through, and bring her out without 
hem we should be done 

After this slight flutter of excitement we continued our tow 
without incident ull we got to Berchavcn about 2 ajn, on the Cth 
Here we were met by a most important ML who having received 
a fictitious name from me ordered us to follow bun into harbour 
I would gladly base done so but he went over shallow water 
through which 1 couldn t possibly follow him especially with a ship 
in tow Very irate he returned and in his best language at which 
he was c\ id end y a paymaster he ordered me to obey his orders 
forthwith and follow him Again I was obliged to decline his lead 
and when he returned a second time I suggested he might give me 
the secret signal for the night to pass through the defence. He 
told me to mind my own business I Pity I didn t understand 
English 1 etc., etc Eventually we got past the defences, and I 
hoped ail was peace, but back he came to tell me to anchor in a 
certain position I replied that I was going farther up as I wanted 
to see the senior naval officer urgently He then wanted to know 
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who the something something 1 thought I was. I told him 
Commander Gordon Campbell No sooner had we anchored than 
he came alongside full of apologies, and over a cup of cocoa we 
both agreed we had carried out our duties entirely to our satisfac- 
tion It was Keblc Chatterton 

Having turned our “tow’' over to the senior naval officer, 
we got away again before daylight and returned to our old haunt 
Our ten days were now nearly up, but, as I have related, we went 
on It is difficult to explain the feelings we had and the anxietv 
we felt to get at the job when ships with valuable cargoes were 
being sunk almost under our very noses Surely our chance must 
come, and sure enough on February 17 it arrived 

On the previous night we had heard two submarines talking 
to each other It was nothing very unusual, but, for some reason 
undefinablc, we were particularly interested 

At 9 45 a m on the 17th we were on our easterly course “ home- 
ward bound” in about longitude 11 I yi° west, latitude 51 jd 1 
north The sea was calm, it was a nice fine day, and everything 
looked peaceful Suddenly a torpedo was seen approaching from 
our starboard side it was fired at a great range and we would 
have had time to avoid it, but (as had been prearranged) we wanted 
to make sure it hit Nothing, therefore, was done till it was close 
to the ship and coming straight for the engine-room At the last 
moment, when it would be too late for the enemy to see our 
movement, I put the helm over to avoid unnecessary loss of life 
and brought the torpedo just abaft the engine-room, which un- 
doubtedly saved the fives of those below, but caught us on the 
bulkhead and flooded, in consequence, two-thirds of the ship 

Whilst the torpedo was approaching, I sang out to the navigator, 
who was in the chart-house working out his morning observations, 
“ Look out, we are going to get it all right ” He only bobbed 
his head outside and said, “ Aye, aye, sir, just time to finish this 
sight,” and back he went, quite disinterested except to complete 
his job which was to have our position always accurate in case 
we wanted it 

The torpedo exploded with a great crash and knocked several 
of us down, including myself Smith, who was on watch in the 
engine-room and nearest to the explosion, had the worst shaking, 
but he quickly recovered himself and went to his panic-party station 
in charge of a boat After getting up, I observed a thing which I 
hadn’t foreseen and I couldn’t help laughing at It will be remem- 
bered that we had drilled for nearly every emergency, and how 
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I would say Torpedo coming, and then Torpedo hit or 
Torpedo mined Non the torpedo had hit and 1 saw the men 
mihtng for the Ixuts, but on looking over the front of the bridge 
1 uw a group of men still wnoVing and lolling over the ship* 
»de when they ought to have l*cn panicking I shouted out 
to know why the something something the) weren t rushing for 
the boat* The reply was, Waiting for the order sir Torpedo 
hit They then joined tn the pandemonium and whilst the 
panic prty were getting awaj in the boat* the submarine svas seen 
watching us through nit periscope about two hundred yards off 
tlsc ship This will show the necessity of even die panic being 
done In correct detail and sure enough it was The boats were 
lowered In a fashion enough to gi'C an) commander seven fits 
and the crew got in anyhow one boat was only partially lowered 
and then allowed to jam so dtat a rush was made for the next 
one but two lifeboats and a dinghy cventuall) shoved off with 
all the crew, Lieutenant Hereford with m\ MOBC hat 
getting down last An unrehearsed incident added to die panic 
and this was through my fnend the chief steward (who was a 
very fat man) getting pmlicd over the side with the crowd hu 
weight was too much lor his arms to support from die rope and 
he landed widi a great thud in the boat squashing two or three 
men who were already in 

Whilst this pantomime was going on things were happening 
on board. The ship had only two bulkheads and the torpedo had 
burst the after one, so that the was free to the water from the fore 
wdc of the boiler room right to the stem and she rapidly began 
to settle by the stern — so rapidly diat our black cat which had citner 
been blown oft the forecastle by the explosion or had jumped over 
in fright, swam down die shins side and inboard over the stern 
The chief engineer reported that the engine room was flooded 
and 1 ordered him and his men to hide which the) did by crawbng 
on the top grating* the ship l*mg abandoned they couldn’t 
come out on deck— again an unrehearsed incident but Loveless and 
all of them knew the game we were out to play 

A* soon as the boats were away, the submarine went close to 
them only a few yards off she was obviously going to leave nothing 
to chance, and it was as well that the crew were carefully oressca 
to thar part wnth no service flannels. One of the crew in the 
boats was heard telling another as the periscope was looking at 
them Don t talk so loud, he 11 hear you I 

The submarine now came and inspected the ship at very close 
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range, some ten or fifteen yards — so close that from my look-out 
at the starboard end of the bridge I could see the whole of his 
hull under water. The temptation to open fire on the periscope 
was very great, though obviously not the thing to do, as it would 
have done no harm But it looked at the time as if, after getting 
deliberately torpedoed, we were going to have nothing to show 
for it since he appeared to be moving off 

The chief had reported the ship sinking by the stern ; still, there 
was nothing for it but to wait and watch the submarine move 
slowly past the ship and away ahead All this time the men on 
board were lying hidden, feeling the ship getting deeper by the 
stern — m fact, the men at the after-gun were practically awash — but 
they all stuck it and never moved a muscle Each one had a 
responsibility Had one man got m a real panic and showed him- 
self, the game would have been up, the scrutiny of the submarine 
was indeed a severe one The wireless operator, locked up in his 
cabin by himself, had to sit still and do nothing, he must have 
been aching to send out an S O S and have his picture in the 
illustrated papers next day as “ the man who sent out the S O S,” 
but he knew we wanted no one to interfere with our cold-blooded 
encounter with the enemy 

After the submarine had passed up the starboard side, he 
crossed our bow and went over towards port, the signalman and 
I, therefore, did our “ belly crawl ” and swopped places At 10 5 
a m the enemy broke surface about three hundred yards on our 
port bow, but not m the bearing of any of the guns Anyhow, 
things were looking more hopeful, and I was able to tell the men 
that all was going well The boats had by this time got to our 
port quarter, and towards them the submarine now proceeded 
We heard afterwards that their intention had been to take the 
“ master ” prisoner and also get some provisions It was only a 
matter of waiting now, as the submarine was right up with conning 
tower open It was obvious that she would pass very close to 
the ship, and we might just as well have all guns bearing, so as 
to make sure of it As she came abreast of the ship the captain 
was seen coming out of the conning tower At this moment I 
gave the order to open fire — at 10 10 — twenty-five minutes after 
we had been torpedoed The White Ensign fluttered at the mast- 
head, and three 12-pounders, a 6-pounder, the Maxim guns and 
rifles all opened fire together What a shock it must have been 
for the captain suddenly to see our wheel-house collapse, our sides 
to fail down, and the hen-coop to splutter forth Maxim shots! 
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But he had not long to think os the first shot which was from 
the 6-poundcr hit him, and I believe the fim mumaticm the sub- 
marine crew had that anything was wrong was seeing their captain 
drop through the conning tower 

The range was only about one hundred yards, so the sub- 
marine never had a chance of escape It seemed almost brutal to 
fire at such close range but we had taken a sporting chance our 
selves in decoying him to such an ideal position that one really 
had no other thought than destruction 

The submarine never seemed to recover from her surprise as 
she lay on the surface upon our beam, whilst we pumpoi lead 
and steel into her Fort) five shells were fired in all practically 
every one being a hit so that she finally sank with the conning 
tower shattered and open the crew pounng out as hard as they 
could About eight men were seen m the water which was 
bitterly cold and thick with oil I ordered the boats to their 
assistance, and the)’ were just in time to rescue one officer and one 
man— as the panic party called them a sample of each Thus 
ended U.83 That night we heard his pal calling him up on the 
wireless and receiving no reply 

1 recaved the prisoners on the bridge, having slipped on a 
decent uniform monkey jacket and cap which I always Kept handy 
for the purpose As the service expression goes, they had no 
complaints, 1 and I regret that after being transferred to a destroyer 
one of them died before he could be landed and was buned at sea 

Our mam object of destroying the enemy having been achieved, 
the next important consideration was the ship itself As soon as 
the submarine had come to the surface, I had sent out a wireless to 
our C in C informing him that we had been torpedoed, and now 
further signals were sent for assistance. 

The panic party came back to the ship whilst a rapid survey 
was being made The engine room and boiler-room were both 
full of water and Nos 3 and 4 holds the two after ones were 
rapidly filling I didn t appreciate at that tame what stability the 
cargo of wood would give us, and it appeared that in a very shod 
time the ship would sink by the stem as she was surely and 
slowly settling down I therefore mustered my crew and called 
for twelve volunteers to stand by the ship the remainder to get 
out of harm t way in the boats Everyone volunteered to stay 
so I selected twelve. It never struck me at the time that with my 
self the number was now thirteen anyhow the sequel will show 
that thirteen is after all a lucky number 
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By eleven o’clock there were still no signs of any rescue ships, 
though I knew without being told that our C -m-C would send 
everything available The ship was settling still more, and I gave 
orders for all confidential matter to be destroyed, as we could not 
afford to run the risk that any of it might float about if the ship 
sank and be picked up by the enemy This specially referred to 
secret charts we had on board, which had to be burnt. The steel 
chest with our codes, etc , was therefore ditched , but before doing 
so, we sent in code a farewell message to our commander-m-chief 
“ Q 5 slowly sinking respectfully wishes you good-bye ” 

HMS Narwhal, a destroyer, arriving about noon, I sent the 
major part of my crew on board her and myself went over to see 
what could be done in the way of towing HMS Buttercup 
arrived shortly afterwards, and I arranged for her to take us in 
tow With the twelve men I had, we got the ship in tow, thanks 
chiefly to the good seamanship of the Buttercup 

Q 5 herself had now ceased to get any deeper in the water, and 
had assumed a more or less definite position, presumably because 
as much water as possible had got into the ship and she was only 
now gradually getting water-logged 

No sooner were we in tow than the cable parted, owing to our 
helm being jammed hard over and immovable Luckily, our 
donkey-boiler, or auxiliary boiler, was high up in the ship, and we 
were able to raise steam in this, which gave ppwer to steer and 
assistance in working the cable, and we eventually got in tow 
about 5 p m , the raismg of steam and the necessary connections 
to the steering gear taking some time The ship towed fairly well, 
but of course the movement ahead increased the strain, and widi 
the swell breaking on board the stern gradually got deeper — in 
fact, the after-gunhouse was sometimes under water 

HMS Laburnum had in the meantime arrived and acted as 
escort, whilst the Narwhal returned to harbour with my main crew 
and die prisoners At about 2 o’clock on the following morning 
the ship suddenly started to heel over, and the water gained to 
such an extent as to put the donkey-boiler out, which once more 
deprived us of our rudder, luckily we were able to heave it amid- 
ships before the last “ drop of steam ” vanished 

The chief and I made a tour of the ship to try to find the cause 
of this inrush of water It was pitch dark, and we had only 
candles which kept on going out, but we were able to grovel into 
the bunkers We found that the coal had been washed out of 
the starboard bunkers and replaced by water, which was gradually 
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ruing "Whilst wc were down below the ship gave another lurch 
and we thought wc would be trapped, and to add to the uncanni 
ness of the situation our candle having gone out, we heard the 
cat somewhere near us meowing and despite the somewhat critical 
situation, wc spent quite a time groping about trying to find it, but 
without success. The humour of the situation did not strike me 
then, but has often done so since. Here was a ship in a sinking 
condition and two of her senior officers gropine about in the dark in 
bunker spaces trying to find a cat. 1 think it must have been 
recollections of the unhappiness caused by its disappearance at 
Bermuda which made us do it and its success in getting back to 
the ship after being torpedoed 

At 3 30 ajn. I ordered m) remaining crew into the boat, which 
wc haa kept alongside and told the Laburnum wc were coming 
over I was doing a last walk round to see that everyone was 
out of it, when one of the depth charges exploded on its own 
account just as I was approaching the after-part. It was right in 
the stern, which at that time was under water, and what caused 
it to go off will of course never be known Anyhow I didn t 
waste much time thinking about it as at the moment I was the 
onlj person on board and know ing that a magazine was just below 
it, it didn t take me many seconds to get with the others in the 
boat. I said I was alone, but I found afterwards I wasn t, as Stuart 
hadn t obeyed the order to get into the boat, for he thought it 
part of his job to sec I was all nght. Like the rest of them 
nc used to spoil me looking after my comfort and welfare. 

Having got into the motor-boat wc shoved off but, of course, 
it wouldn’t run so wc drifted about till wc were picked up by the 
Laburnum None of us of course, had any lights showing The 
Buttercup having heard the explosion of the depth charge, thought 
the ship had been torpedoed again and without more ado or look 
ing for survivors quietly slipped the tow and returned to harbour 
reporting that we had been torpedoed again and probably all lost. 

It is true that the depth charge had done further damage, but 
when daylight came the ship was still afloat, more or less a derelict. 
A party of six of us went over and the Laburnum got us in tow 
again Having got the ship m tow we returned to the Laburnum 
as there was nothing of use to be done on board and it was 
unnecessarily ruking life to remain there. During the day I 
recaved oraers to sink the old ship for the C. m-C, thought she 
would become a water logged derelict and a danger to others 
Since she was still safely in tow, and there was a reasonable chance 
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of beaching her, I reported accordingly and towing continued 
Towards the evening we were approaching Berehaven and I went 
over again with a few men The ship at this time was heeling over 
twenty degrees, and the stern was eight feet under water As we 
got towards the harbour a mine was sighted on the surface, and I 
remarked that it would be bad luck to be “ done in ” by a mine 
now My old pensioner, Truscott, who was always at hand, 
especially if there was any seamanship required, said, “ Don’t 
you worry, sir, not fifty mines could sink us now ” It was just 
typical of the spirit of the men 

As we got to the entrance, the king’s harbour master, Com- 
mander Sharpe, came on board and told us the best place to beach 
her, the Laburnum slipped the tow, the trawler Luneda and the 
tug Flying Spoitsman came alongside, and, aided by them, we 
pushed the old Lodeier, alias Farnborough, alias Q 5, on the beach 
at 9 30 p m 

As I reported at the time, I think our safe arrival in harbour 
was chiefly due to the good seamanship displayed by Lieutenant- 
Commander Hallwnght in the Laburnum, for it was no easy job 
getting the ship in tow with such conditions It was done chiefly 
by the very skilful handling of his ship, but also in a very short 
space of time die few men I had on board had done their full 
share, and I smiled to think that had we been a full-fledged 
man-of-war we should have had some fifty men on die forecasde 
instead of five 

We had already received a wireless from our C -m-C after the 
action, saying, “Splendidly done, your magnificent perseverance 
and ability are well rewarded,” and now we got another message 
“ Very good piece of work Well done ” Such messages mean 
a lot at any time When the men were tired after a trying time, 
and, being as we were under a man who is not given to wasting 
words, dicy were all the more appreciated 

After the ship had been beached we had a “ night in ” — such 
as it was, because we found that though at low tide the ship was 
fairly dry of water and we could raise steam in our donkey-hoiler 
again, yet at high tide the ship was under water up to the bridge 
and we had about forty degrees list All our provisions and 
luxuries had, of course, gone, and living on board ship with a 
forty degrees list is no pleasant job, but I suppose we were imbued 
with the army tradition of “ saving the guns,” and we decided to 
try to salve the lot Admiral Bayly had kindly sent his flagship, 
under Captain Hyde (now Rear-Admiral Hyde, R N R ), to give 
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us assistance and comfort but being pig-headed we refused the 
comfort, though were glad of the assistance, especially of his 
warrant officers such as the gunner and shipwright— possibly a 
foolish decision on my part because it was unnecessarily hard 
going for the thirteen of us on board although it had its sense of 
humour As the tide fell, the chief would raise steam in the 
donl ey -boiler and nr would get steam on the windlass and 
derricks, then as the tide rose he would damp his fires, and 
instead of our being able to work on salvage, wx were by the 
increasing list of the ship unable to do anything except wait the 
turn of tide, or in the meantime start the gramophone and enjoy 
life on a deck sloping at forty degrees Whilst we were doing 
all this, much to our surprise Admiral Dayly made a special visit 
to Berthas en in H M*S Penelope to sec trie ship and he had us 
all aboard his temporary flagship to uy a few words which we 
all much appreciated 

After a week s hard work all the guns were sahed and every 
thing else that could be and wr left the old ship on the beach. 
She was eventually salved and not only sailed again during the 
war as an ordinary tramp steamer but was sull running till May 
1928 under various names and owners, her last name being 
Hollyparlt 



ATTACK ON KANGCHENJUNGA 

By 

F S SMYTHE 

O n May io, the day after the accident, Professor Dyhrenfurth, 
Kurz and Dr Richter arrived from Base Camp, and a 
conference was held on the situation “ Conference ” is 
perhaps a little misleading It is a word conjuring up a picture 
of frock-coated gentlemen seated round a long mahogany table, 
the highly polished surface of which reflects waistcoats ornamented 
with gold watch-chains, and earnest countenances on which 
responsibility and a heavy lunch sit heavily In the present instance 
I must ask the reader to imagine the sombre interior of the large 
porters’ tent, the thick canvas of which reduces the light within to 
a faint depressing green, whilst a pungent reek of smoke struggles 
with a faint, yet perceptible odour of unwashed bodies that have 
lam there during the previous night In the middle a hetero- 
geneous collection of packing cases do duty as a table Seated on 
other packing cases are a number of unsavoury looking ragamuffins 
with unkempt hair, frowsy beards, cracked sun-scorched counten- 
ances, and eyes bleared by the snow glare 

The first suggestion made by those who had remained at the 
Base Camp was that the attack on the ice wall should be renewed, 
but this was very properly rejected by all those who had shared 
in the attack The sole remaining alternative was to attempt the 
North-west Ridge which rises from the western tributary of the 
Kangchenjunga Glacier This ridge ends m a snow and ice 
terrace beneath the Kangbachen summit, twenty-five thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-two feet, of Kangchenjunga. Even 
supposing the terrace to be reached, however, the most we could 
hope for was to ascend the Kangbachen summit, as there was no 
possibility of traversing to the highest summit, as both distance and 
difficulty were too great Personally, I must confess to a longing * 
to flee from the mountain altogether, and be able to he in a sleeping 
bag at nights and sleep undisturbed by the fear of annihilation 
from ice avalanches I suggested, therefore, that we should retire, 
cross the Jonsong La, and attempt the Jonsong Peak, twenty-four 
thousand three hundred and fortv-four feet high This idea met 
with no support, and it was decided to attempt the North-west 
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Ridge. Should uc fail as it teemed certain we must do judging 
from appearances, at all events we could ascend the Western 
Tributary Glaaer, explore its head and possibly dimb the Ram- 
thing Peak 

In order to do this it was decided to more Camp One across 
the glaaer to the foot of the rocky mur separating the Western 
Tributary Glaaer from the glaaer falling between the Wedge 
Peak and the Ramthang Peak This new site would have the 
advantage of bang considerably safer than the present one, for 
it was by no means certain that we vs ere safe in the event of an 
exceptionally large ice avalanche falling from kangchcnjunga or 
the Twins. This uncertainty was emphasized the same afternoon 
in a startling fashion 

We were aroused from an after lunch siesta by the thunder 
dap of a great avalanche. We issued from our tents in alarm 
Thousands of feet above us on the face of kangchenjunga masses 
of hanging glaaer were collapsing Sweeping the precipices with 
appalling violence, die avalanche crashed down to the gLaaer and 
roared straight across at us. 

Huge douds of snow were raised by the wind blast from the 
surface of the glaaer, and came rushing down upon the camp 
They concealed the falling ice, and it was hard to tdl whether 
the camp was safe or not. Mp own mdination was to run for 
it, and 1 was about to bolt preapitatdy when I saw Duval calmly 
turning the handle of his anc camera with that sang froid peculiar to 
his calling the tradiuon of which demands that the handle of a 
anc camera shall be turned in the face of charging elephants, 
and at shipwrecks, fires, explosions, earthquakes and other 
catastrophic*. Fired by his example, I pulled out my own folding 
camera and took a hurried snap The avalanche resembled the 
white douds of some new and deadly form of gas attack. The 
God of Kangchcnjunga is evidently well up in the technique of 
modem warfare. The roar of the avalanche subsided. We knew 
that we were safe from ice debris, but the douds of snow con 
tinued to pour down the glaaer towards the camp with 
extraordinary veloaty The next moment a wind blast struck the 
camp and a blizzard of snow sent us scuttling into shelter 

The blizzard lasted tome minutes, and when it had d eared the 
upper part of the glaaer was seen to be covered in nearly an inch 
of wind-blown snow The actual tee debris of the avalanche had 
stopped well short of the camp but it had swept quite half a mile 
down the glaaer This was not the only avalanche, other lesser 



r S SMYTHE 


5°4 

ones fell, but none of such terrifying dimensions It was obvious, 
however, that it was a mere question of volume and momentum 
whether or not the camp was to be swept away by a future 
avalanche If it was a rest day for tired Bodies, it was scarcely 
so for nerve-racked minds 

It was a simple matter moving camp the next day, and the new 
site on the other side of the glacier was safer than any we had 
yet discovered We had not been able to bring down all our 
equipment from Camp Two, so some porters under the charge of 
Kurz went up to fetch it. Schneider and Duvanel, meanwhile, t 
descended to the Base Camp, the former in order to make a new 
track up the glacier to our new camp, the latter to develop some 
cme film I was left in charge of the evacuation of the old camp, 
and took the opportunity of donning a pair of ski, and making 
short runs on the glacier The snow was excellent and similar to 
late spring Alpine snow 

The new Camp One was pitched in a fine situation There was 
a delightful view northwards up the moraine-stacked Jonsong 
Glacier winding smuously up towards the little notch of the Jon- 
song La The background was dominated by the rocky mass of 
the Jonsong Peak Farther to the east, rose a ridge of icy peaks 
running northwards from Kangchenjunga and the Twins, from 
which the Tent Peak, twenty-four thousand and eighty-nine feet, 
rose head and shoulders above everything else It is as apdy 
named as the Wedge Peak, for its horizontal summit ridge with 
its small points at either end resembles a tent, the ridge of which 
sags between its supporting poles 

Some useful stores arrived from the Base Camp that day, among 
them being synthetic rubber ground-sheets for the tents Though 
light and spongy, and weighing but a pound or so each, the 
difference they made to our comfort was amazing, and we were 
able to sleep then and afterwards far more warmly and comfort- 
ably than we would have done otherwise, insulated as we were 
from the snow There is no question that they are far superior 
to any ground-sheet, and form an item of equipment that no 
future Himalayan expedition can afford to leave out, for they 
induce the sleep which is so essential if climbers are to keep fit 

Relieved by the thought that we were tolerably safe from 
avalanches, we slept well that night It would have been wise to 
have started early the next morning while the snow was stall hard 
from the overnight frost, but we did not get away until the sun 
had thawed its crust sufficiently to let it break beneath our weight. 
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The obvious route up the Western Tributary Glacier was a trough 
between the glacier and the rock ridge forming its northern con 
uining wall The trough was snow filled for most of its distance* 
except for one vrction where a scree slope interposed These 
troughs* which form such a convenient line of least resistance up the 
glaciers of this district are perhaps the only thing vouchsafed by 
kangchcnjunga which seems to have been intended for the benefit 
of the long suffering mountaineer 

Wteland and 1 with some porters* were the first to set ofl 
Hoerlin kurx* and some more porters were to follow but at the 
last moment kurz* who was again not feeling well decided to 
return to the Base Camp 

The snow in the trough was in the worst possible condition 
We floundered wnlst-dccn into holes between concealed snow 
covered boulders* and wallowed in hollows where the snow was 
soft and water) An hour passed we had made but little progress. 
I suggested to Wicland that we should leave the trough in favour 
of the ice fall of the glacier In making this suggestion I was 
actuated b) the fact that at one place the trough seemed likely to 
be swept b) falling stones from the cliffs above Hoerlin was of a 
different mind* he would suck to the trough As things transpired, 
he was right the danger was more apparent than real 

Ascending the ice fall was fauguing work on account of the 
soft snow Snow shoes cased the porters labours to some extent 
but there were not enough pairs to go round Considering how 
broken was the ice, it was remarkable how few crevasses there 
were, but these few were dangerous ones, subtly concealed We 
toiled up and down over hummocks, or threaded our way between 
pinnacles. The devil of doubt began to gnaw at our hearts would 
we be able to get through the ice fall? The sun beat down upon us 
mercilessly, and glacier lassitude sapped the strength of sahib and 
porter alike At last we saw a son of corridor leading from the 
ice fall into the upper part of the trough We could see that the 
trough was perfectly safe but had it been dangerous, we should 
still nave preferred it to the sweltering gullies and hollow's of the 
ice fall for glacier lassitude tends to undermine the judgment and 
warp the conscience of the mountaineer 

A crevasse barred the wav We stepped gingerly on to a fragile 
> snow bridge. Icicles were dislodged and went tinkling down into 
the green depths with a noise like the banking together of small 
chandeliers The corridor stretched ahead its smooth, snow floor 
looked innocuous, but Wleland suddenly disappeared up to his 
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waist in a concealed crevasse it was merely one o£ Kangchen- 
junga’s little ]okes 

At the top of the trough, where it debouches on to the glacier, 
above the worst of the ice-fall, there is a short section liable to 
be swept by ice avalanches from a hanging glacier forming the 
edge of a snow plateau on the Ramthang Peak While still within 
the danger area we were startled by a sudden crash, but all that 
came down were a few boulders and blocks of ice 

The porters were by now very tired, and they begged us to 
camp as soon as possible We promised to do so as soon as we 
were out of range of ice avalanches The sun was declining, and 
evening mists gathering around us as we reached the smooth 
slopes above the ice-fall, where stretched Hoerlm’s straggling track, 
man’s first score on these snow-fields Here we decided to camp, 
while Wieland went on with ski to bring down Hoerhn, who had 
camped some distance farther up the glacier 

The evening was strangely still save for an undercurrent of 
sound, as though the goblins and witches who haunt the cliffs 
of Kangchenjunga above were murmuring at our coming As 
usual, it was the wind An upward glance disclosed the snow 
eddying and swirling from the polished ice cliffs defending the 
snowy terraces The sun set calmly Barely had its last rays faded 
when they were replaced by silver moon sheen behind the North 
Ridge of Kangchenjunga The snow blown off the ridge by the 
wind was illumined from behind, and Kangchenjunga took to 
itself a glowing aureole of light Imperceptibly the upper snow- 
slopes were resolved from the darkness, ghostlike, unreal, they 
shimmered far above the world Mindless of the cold, we stood 
outside our tents entranced by the glorious spectacle. At long 
last the laggardly moon peered over the ridge in a shy, self- 
deprecating sort of way It seemed to wither and shrivel as it 
mounted into the frosty sky and its radiance, at first soft and wan, 
became a hard, cold electric blue Details stood forth as clearly 
as in daylight Only the shadows were black, and in these lurked 
the darkness of a pit 

The cold gripped us We crawled into our tents, and with 
numbed fingers laced-to the flaps As Sir Leslie Stephen wrote 
“ Bodily fatigue and an appreciation of natural scenery are simply 
incompatible ” He might have added cold and discomfort 

The sun reached us early the next mornmg, and we were off 
betimes Our first business was to move camp farther up the 
glacier to a site that would form a convenient upper base for 
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operations against the North west Ridge A* we marched up the 
glacier we were able to examine (he latter Firtt impressions arc 
not always accurate and it is never easy to assess tlnr difficulties 
o{ a mountatnstdc or ndge at their true worth A* tliat great 
mountaineer Captain J 1* Tarrar used to remark "Vou can 
never tdl what rock* arc hie until jou have rubbed your nose 
against them ’ll ct c*cn beannp there thing* in mind, no ridge 
1 have examined affected me with the same fethng of utter and 
complete hopelessness as that of the North west Ridge of Kang 
chenjunga Picture a ridge mine four thousand feet Thin trim 
and whittle down its edges until they arc as keen as a GurHu s 
then hack deep gap* into these edge* and perch rocky towers 
hundreds of feet high on them Armour escr) smooth bit with 
ice, and mail even ledge with snow and you will perhaps obtain 
a faint glimmering of an idea of the Nortli west Rtdgc of Rang 
chmjunga The ridge attempted by tbc Munich party u 
formidable but it cannot compare to the North west Ridge lee 
pinnacles alone had to be surmounted on the former spdy rock 
pinnacles bar the wa> on the latter and between these arc some 
of those extraonhnan ice ridges peculiar to tlie Himalayas In 
appearance and sensationalism they are comparable to those on the 
wedge Peak There arc the same tottering masses, flic same 
biscuit-like flakes through which the sun gleams the same 
extravagant forms, hacked and torn bs the wind lurching and 
tottenng at the behest of gravity and the same ice fluting* to 
emphasize by their graceful lines the appalling steepness of the 
slopes they decorate If we had been forced to attack the ndge 
from its base I think we would have relinquished any idea of 
attempting it at the outset for the lowest rock towers are hopeless 
from a climbing point of view It looked possible however to 
gain the crest of the ndge above these initial pinnacles, by a steep 
snow filled couloir about six hundred feet high leading upwards 
from tbc glaacr to one of tlie gaps in the crest of the ndge 

Camp was pitched on the glader and leaving the porters to 
make it comfortable we set off to climb the couloir The lower 
half was simple, then the angle steepened It was not difficult, but 
_carc had to be taken that the footsteps kicked in the floury snow 
that masked rock slabs and ice did not collapse. The last hundred 
feet was very steep The angle must have exceeded sixty degrees, 
but we were comforted by the thought that we could fix a rope to 
facilitate the descent. A small cornice leaned over the summit. 
The leader, Hocrlin hacked and flogged it down, and squirmed 
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through and over to the gap, Wieland and I following one by 
one The ascent had taken only forty-five minutes, indicating that 
we had become well acclimatized to altitude 

My first impression was probably somewhat similar to that 
experienced by a house-breaker, not a burglar, but one of those 
phlegmatic gentlemen who stands on the dizzy edges of aged and 
tottering walls knocking bricks off into space with a pick-axe But 
surely no house-breaker has ever stood on top of such an unstable 
wall as we found ourselves on A modern ^25 down and balance 
m rent villa could scarcely be more “ jerrybuilt ” than the place 
on which we stood On either side of us the rocks were piled in 
loose masses needing but a touch to send them crashmg down on 
either side of the ridge below us On the opposite side of the 
ridge to that which we had ascended loose yellowish precipices 
dropped to the head of the Ramthang Glacier From our gap 
it appeared possible to descend to the glacier down another steep 
gully, scarred with falling debris Such a descent would, however, 
involve unavoidable dangers And far above this scene of 
perpetual decay rose the great ice slopes and ice walls of 
Kangchenjunga 

Is there any hope of ascending Kangchenjunga from the 
Ramthang Glacier ? The answer must be, no, unless the climber 
is prepared to take his life, and the lives of his porters in his 
hand Like the face above the Kangchenjunga Glacier, that above 
the Ramthang Glacier is defended by enormous walls of ice running 
across the mountainside At one point only is there 'any hope of 
climbing the lowest of these ice walls, and this point is also liable 
to be swept at any moment by ice avalanches from another and 
tottering ice wall above Kangchenjunga was not built for the 
mountaineer 

Leaving rucksacks and spare rope, we commenced to climb 
along the unstable ridge Almost immediately, we were forced 
off the crest to avoid a decrepit rocky tower A traverse had to 
be made on the southern side of the ridge over steep, loose rocks, 
here and there treacherously covered in snow It was a place not 
so much difficult as dangerous There was not a reliable rock 
round which a rope could be placed to secure the party, and had 
a slip occurred, it would in all probability have been attended 
by the worst results 

From the traverse, an upward ascent brought us into the mouth 
of a loose gully, the head of which consisted of slippery slabs 
disagreeably covered by a few inches of unstable scree 
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It is curious how on an) climb the mental equilibrium of the 
mountaineer is liable to be upset by bad rock Difficulty is one 
thing danger another The ncnc stressed mountaineer needing a 
safety valve for his feelings frequently finds an outlet for them 
in forceful language I make no excuses, therefore for certain 
improper remarks when clambering up these rocks, I cannot 
remember what Hocrltn and Wicland said I had not )ct learned 
the English translation of the German epithets that the)' held 
in reserve for such occasions but once Hocrlin turned and remarked 
to me in perfect English These rocks arc ■ - 1 sentiments 
which happily, I was able to return with interest 

The principal advantage of taking photographs on a mountain 
is that the mountaineer is thus enabled to stop at frequent intervals 
and recover hu breath That is \vh) most elderly mountaineers 
cam, cameras. Taking a photograph is a much more convincing 
accuse for a halt than a boot lace or braces that need adjusting 
All those liable to be touched in the wind should take a camera 
With what the reader will no doubt consider admirable foresight 
I had brought up my camera with me, and not left it at the 
gap I was not blown but the ridge be)ond the top of the little 
gully appeared so uninviting that I decided to stop there and 
photograph Hocrltn and Wicland doing it. 

Seated in a sheltered place, with the sun glancing warmly down 
upon me, I was able to appreciate the situation to the full For 
a short distance the nage appeared possible, and although 
extremely loose, not excessively difficult But beyond the next 
tower it was very different. It rose abruptly in a huge pinnacle 
quite three hundred feet high and above this pinnacle connecting 
it to the next pinnacle, was the fust of those appalling ice ridges. 
As I sat there I tried to think of an Alpine nage comparable to 
it, but I could think of none The P£t«hct, the Brema the East 
Ridge of the Jungfrau, none would fit. 

How were porters to be got up? E\cn supposing ropes were 
to be fixed the whole way up the smooth slabs of the first great 

E innade they would not be able to climb with anything but a 
ght load also we had lost so much rope in the avalanche that 
we certainly had not enough to spare for even this first pinnacle. 
There was, however, no necessity for experiencing renewed 
pessimism. What we were now seeing simply confirmed the 
opinion that some of us had formed when gazing from the glaaer 
below 

Hocrlin and Wieland were moving slowly and carefully but 



5 10 


F S SMYTIIE 


even so they could not avoid dislodging many ' rocks which 
thundered down the precipices of the Ramthang Glacier. They 
turned a corner, and disappeared from view, but presently I saw 
them on the top of another minor pinnacle There they remained, 
and I formed the conclusion that they could not advance 
farther 

The usual mists gathered, but without threatening anything 
beyond desultory snow flurries Occasionally, they rolled aside 
to disclose a beautiful snow mountain, unknown and unnamed in 
a south-westerly direction, apparently on the ridge separating the 
Yalung and Ramthang Glaciers This peak was in shape something 
like the Ober Gabelhorn, and possessed the same sweeping lines 
as the graceful Zermatt peak Jannu should have been visible 
beyond, but mists obscured it Almost immediately beneath us 
was the camp we had just established We seemed to be looking 
almost vertically down upon it so steep were the preapices below 
It seemed that a jump would have landed us on our tents Above 
the camp, the Western Tributary Glacier swept up serenely to the 
col separating the Ramthang Peak from the first rock towers of 
the ridge we were on The Ramthang Peak itself was playing 
hide-and-seek in a fitful mist but what was visible of it reminded 
me forcibly of the Munch seen from the Jungfrau Glacier. There 
were the same graceful lines, the same flowing yet defiant 
massiveness 

It was late when we returned to camp, where we found Professor 
Dyhrenfurth, Schneider and Duvanel, who had come up that day 
from Camp One I fear none of us was particularly optimistic 
over the day’s work, and it was refreshing to find that Professor 
Dyhrenfurth did not agree with an opinion that the ridge was 
hopelessly inaccessible and considered that we should continue with 
the attack towards the terrace above 

For once, the afternoon clouds, instead of thickening for a 
snowstorm, dissolved The evening was a calm and beautiful one, 
sky and world were unsullied by a single speck of cloud, a profound 
silence brooded over the sanctuaries of the snows, and only an 
occasional streamer of wind-blown snow sallied into space from 
the upper reaches of Kangchenjunga Slowly night’s floods filled 
the valleys, and the peaks became steeped in gaudy hues, like 
waxen deities covermg their countenances with rouge and lipstick 
Imperceptibly, the aerial pageantry died, but its riot of colourings 
was superseded by an afterglow which released the peaks from 
night’s bonds for a few instants revealing them as cold statues of 
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purest alabaster against a sky of deepest indigo It was of such 
a da) * end that Mr G Winthrop Young once wrote 

When in the hour of mountain peace 

The tumult and the passion cease 

As the red sunfloods sink 

And the pale lords of sovereign height. 

Watch the cold armies of the night 
Mustering their first assault. 

Who would suspect evil to lurk in such a sunset? Yet somehow 
its superlative colourings put me in mind of a sunset I had once 
watched from a tiny ledpe twelve thousand feet up on the south 
face of Mont Maudiu That had been a sunset preceding a heavy 
snowstorm in which retreat had been no easy matter 

I awoke some hours later to hear the pattering of snow on my 
tent. In the quietude it sounded like the hqnt tread of fairv 
feet. Presently I became aware of a faint undcr-currcnt of sound 
like the far-off throb of a train down some pastoral vallc) The 
train approached its distant murmunngs rising gradually to a 
booming crescendo of sound A gust of wind struck the tent 
hurling the snowflakes against it with rude fierce spattenngs 
The gust passed but soon came another and stronger gust. In 
a few minutes the blizzard burst, furiously sweeping unon our 
encampment. I snuggled more closely into ray sleeping oag for 
strong though the tent fabric was, it was not entirely proof against 
this bitter onslaught at a height of twenty thousand feet. We had 
thought to be sheltered by the North west Ridge, but it afforded 
no protection for the wind seemed to pour over it like a cataract 
and descend almost vertically upon the camp 

The gusts grew stronger they waded ana shrilled rising to a 
roaring sort of boom like an express train racing through a tunnel 
I could feel the tent floor rise as though malicious wind devils 
were undermining it with the object of my abode flying upwards 
into space. The wind dug viciously at the sides or strove with 
strong fingers to tear apart the flaps, and burst the tent asunder 
1 prayed that Nemu had driven the pegs firmly and deeply into 
the snow, and then I recollected that the guy ropes were pitifully 
thin no thicker than a sash line. There seemed every possibility 
of the tent carrying away if it did, there would be little fun m 
being overtaken by such a disaster clad only in underclothes, so 
I struggled out of my sleeping bag pulled on my climbing clothes, 
and packed my rucksack with some necessaries. 
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The storm had now reached a pitch of intensity I had never 
before experienced when camping, and the night was filled with 
thunderous volleyings Sometimes the wind would sink to a 
mysterious calm, durmg which it was possible to hear the storm 
snarling and worrying on the North-west Ridge as a preliminary 
before gathering its forces for a fresh charge on the camp It 
was during one of these temporary lulls that I heard a sort of 
wailing outside, a wailing more human than storm-like Peering 
through the flaps, I could just perceive a figure crawling through 
the snow It approached my tent In the light of my electric torch 
I saw the white, frightened face of Nagpa, the cook “Sahib! 
Sahib 1” he cried, “ Tent go! Tent go'” Opening the flaps wider, 
I glanced out, the porters’ tent was intact; the cook had merely 
lost his head I was unwilling to have him for a bedfellow, and 
told him to go back The cook, however, was completely 
demoralized, and shielding his face from the blast, he crawled 
down the line of tents with his constant wailing of “ Sahib ! 
Sahib! Tent go I Tent go!” Eventually, he found sanctuary with 
Wieland and Schneider, but as they explained later, they took him 
in not for love or charity, but simply as additional ballast for their 
own tent' It was the solitary untoward incident of the storm 
Well and truly had our tents been pitched. 

An hour or two later the wind began to subside, and ere dawn 
it withdrew with some last mutters and snarls, leaving a clean 
sky picked out with stars against which the windy banners of 
Kangchenjunga softly lit by moonlight streamed in ghostly rivalry 
to the starry constellations 

We awoke to a warm sun glancing benevolendy over the Twins 
The North-west Ridge was plastered with new snow, and our 
steps m the couloir had been obliterated As there was a possibility 
of avalanches occurring, we decided not to renew the attempt that 
day, and devoted the morning to building a wall of snow blocks 
on the windward side of the camp Hoerlrn was not feeling well; 
somehow he had contracted a severe chill Duvanel was also by 
no means fit, and only his devotion to his cinematographic duties 
had torn him away from the Base Camp 

At the head of the glacier on the ridge separating the Ramthang 
Peak from the North-west Ridge of Kangchenjunga is a small pomt 
about twenty thousand eight hundred feet high This Wieland 
climbed by himself, using ski most of the way, and returned 
reporting that he had had a splendid view of the Ramthang Glacier 
and the North-west Ridge It was decided, therefore, that the 
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whole part) should ascend to this point the following day, and 
carefully examine the latter to see whether it was worth while 
persisting in the attempt to climb it. 

The following morning May 15, dawned fine Unfortunately 
Hoerhn was so ill that there w-s no option but for him to return 
to the Bate Camp This was a serious loss to the climbing party, 
at the same ume, the prospect of getting any distance up the Norm- 
west Ridge was so utter!) hopeless that it did not really matter 

After the experiences of the past fortnight it was with some 
thing more than relief that we set out to climb something that 
could be climbed It has been said that on Everest the climbing 
part) were so heartily fed up with the mountain its weather, 
and the effects of alutude that thar sole wish was to get the job 
over and done with no matter who did u Our attitude towards 
kangchcnjunga was die same. 1 do not think there was one of 
us who was not sicV to death of work on the mountain. At 
cxactl) what height mountaineering ceases to be pleasurable is not 
east!) defined the matter is rather one of individual temperament 
but I do not think there is one mountaineer who has climbed on 
Everest or kangchcnjunga who can honestly saj that he enjoyed 
die work Achievement may be good for tnc soui but it is not 
necessarily enjoyable. It was a relief to turn away from our 
exacting opponent for a day and enjoy ourselves. 

The twenty thousand eight hundred feet point is easily reached 
along the ndge connecting it to the Ramthang Peak, but from 
sheer exuberance we chose to ascend by a little rock face rising from 
the glacier We raced each other up b) various routes, and 
subsided puffing and blowing on the summit. What a summit it 
is— one of the most extraordinary that I have ever stood upon 
From the Western Tributary Glacier it appears a mere knob an 
insignificant excrescence, but had we stood on the Ramthang 
Glacier we should have seen an impossible peak Seldom have 
1 gazed down such abysmal precipices as those falling to the 
Ramthang Glacier They were as long as the south-eastern face 
of the Finstcraahom and as steep as the Dolomite wall of the 
Winklerthurm. The seamed and wrinkled surface of the Ramthang 
Glacier was spread out beneath us like a relief map and we gazed 
down upon it like pilots from the nose of a bombing aeroplane 
The upper portion of the Ramthang Glaaer rises very steeply in an 
almost continuous ice fall From the col we had reached in the 
North-west Ridge we had been separated by but a few hundred 
feet from it, but the drop from Point 20 800 must be at least four 



F S S MYTH E 


5M 

thousand feet, and as this point is separated from the col by only 
about a mile, the inclination of the glacier is a steep one. 

' At its extreme head the Ramthang Glacier forms a snowy plain 
beneath the west face of the Kangbachen summit of Kangchen- 
junga Glacier This face resembles closely the north face above, 
the Kangchenjunga Glacier. There are the same impregnable ice 
walls stretching across it from which ice avalanches fall at least as 
big as those that fall from the north face At the southern end of 
the face where it abuts against the mam West Ridge of 
Kangchenjunga, which separates the head of the Ramthang 
Glacier from the Yalung Glacier, there appeared to be a remote 
possibility of ascending between the ice walls and gaining the 
West Ridge But, like the route we had already tried to the North 
Ridge, the possibility of success was more than counterbalanced by 
the possibility of annihilation, for the whole of the route was liable 
to be swept at any moment by ice avalanches Even if the West 
Ridge was gamed, what then ? At the best it could only lead to 
the Kangbachen summit To traverse the ridge between the 
Kangbachen summit and the highest summit, over the third 
highest summit, would be beyond the powers of any party. 
Therefore, it can be said without hesitation that Kangchenjunga is 
definitely unassailable from the Ramthang Glacier 

But if this side of Kangchenjunga is disappointing as regards 
v its climbing potentialities it is hardly so otherwise Great tiers 
of ice, gleaming steeps, and terrific red granite precipices combme 
to form a mountain face of a magnificence and grandeur worthy 
of the high summits it defends 

We had looked upon the last portion of Kangchenjunga to be 
properly seen by man, and what we had seen but confirmed our 
opinion that there are no groups of mountain tops defended so 
impregnably as the “ Five Treasures of the Snows ” We tore our 
eyes away from those terrible ice walls and glanced for relief along 
the winding trench down which flows the Ramthang Glacier, and 
up over the sea of peaks to the west Woolly clouds were rising 
from the valleys and draping themselves about the shoulders of 
'the peaks Once the cloudy waves rolled back, m a distant trough 
great peak rose in noble solitude above the world Someone 
“ Everest ” Then the mists closed m, and we saw it no more 
a outT e turned to the North-west Ridge Our view of it was an- 
ciim ed but lt wa$ impossible to gauge its length, its height 
rc P ort ’ n £ "ulty were apparent. Below us on the glacier was the 
and the Nu re smudge on the immaculate expanse of snow. The 
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terrace we must gain was four thousand feet higher The North 
west Ridge was the connecting link I have already described its 
kntfe like edges of ice and us rock) towers Seen thus, end on, 
the)’ were jumbled one against the other, and one gained but little 
idea of the real length of the ridge Perhaps it was this that 
deemed Professor Dyhrcnfurlh into deciding to continue with the 
attack To those used only to Alpine scale, it is easy to be misled 
by the length of these Himalayan ridges. But if the length was 
not apparent, the difficulties were, and one could not but wonder 
how porters were to be got up and camps established along that 
tremendous crest. There was no answer to this question. Even 
supposing the upper ice wall, against which the ridge abutted, to 
be climbed, and, the terrace gained what next? There was no 
possibility whatever of reaching any of kangchcnjunga s summits 
flic terrace did not extend ngnt across the mountain to the North 
Ridge, there was a cut-off ot impassable preapices At the best 
we could only hope to reach the kangbachcn summit and that w>as 
separated from tnc terrace by one thousand fisc hundred feet at 
least of formidable granite preapices. The most we could do was 
to climb as high as possible, perhaps even as high as the Bavarians, 
but what was the practical use of that? I fear my companions 
thought me a pessimist, but what else could one be taking every 
thing into consideration ? Anyway the decision was made. We 
\ ere to go on This settled we sat and lazed two or three 
hours away in the warm sun happy hours, but trammelled by the 
thought or the morrow' The evening mists saw us jogging down 
the glaacr to the camp 

Tile party that left the next morning consisted of Professor 
Dyhrenfurth Schneider, Wicland and myself with two porters, 
Lewa and Nona, the last named not to be confused with Ncrau 
my servant, both experienced Everest men The couloir w*as in 
bad condition and steps had to be kicked or cut through an upper 
layer of powdery snow a foot deep The porter* were not happy, 
neither of them had experienced similar climbing before. Lewa 
stuck gamely to the task but Nima was cons indy slipping from 
his steps. I was next to him on the rope, and had several times 
to hold him. The ndge itself was also in a worse condition than 
it was during our reconnaissance. 

We climbed on two ropes, Schneider, Wicland, and Lewa on 
the first, and Professor Dyhrenfurth Nima, and myself on the 
second. The duty of the second party was to drive m piton* and 
fix ropes to the rodks. Nima caused us some anxious moments. 
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It made one shudder to see the way he climbed on the loose rocks, 
hauling himself up on his hands without testing loose holds. So 
poor a show did lie put up that we decided to lease him on a 
broad and safe part of the ridge, a decision that relieved him as 
much as it did us Lewa was, however, an excellent rock climber, 
and followed Schneider and Wiclnnd without difficult) to the top 
of the pinnacle, which had been the farthest point reached during 
the reconnaissance 

From the top of the pinnacle a vertical and holdlcss slice of 
granite drops to a gap The climber must descend the granite 
slice on the rope, and alight on a sharp edge of snow A piton was 
driven into a crack on the pinnacle, and a double rope fixed to it. 
Schneider and Wiclnnd then descended hand over hand down the 
fixed rope, while being held at the same time from above on 
another rope by the remainder of the party. It was the sort of 
place fiction writers would make much of Their descriptions 
would brisdc with “ unfathomable abysses,” “ like a fly on a 
wall,” “ beetling precipices,” and so forth. The mountaineering 
guide-book writer would, however, describe it simply as “ a twenty 
feet absail ”* and as a grudging compliment to the place add 
“ sensational ” In this ease, however, the fiction writer would 
convey a better picture to the mind of even the most sophisticated 
reader than the guide-book writer To add to the sensationalism 
might be added the fact that the cracked and disintegrating pinnacle 
on which we stood exhibited a distinct tremor if rudely handled 
I distinctly remember thinking, a trifle morosely, what a grand 
finale it would make to die expedition if the thing collapsed, and 
toppled into the “ unfathomable abyss ” with its human load 

As Wieland swung over the edge, the dirty and battered topi 
he was accustomed to affect looked strangely incongruous in these 
surroundings of rock, snow and ice, and, as he bumped and rasped 
down the rough granite, I half hoped that it would be knocked 
from his head and go spinning down the precipices, arriving at 
the camp below a pulped and shapeless mass No such diversion 
occurred, and soon he had joined Schneider m the gap on the snow 
ridge 

Professor Dyhrenfurth and I remained on the pinnacle for an 
hour or two We were privileged m witnessing one of the finest 
feats of climbing we had ever seen Immediately above the gap 
rose a semi-detached mass of rock, beyond was another small gap, 
above which rose the great pinnacle in three hundred feet of slabs 
* A German term for double roping 
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set at an angle not far removed from the vertical lee in the 
interstices of these stabs had forced them apart in many places 
and dangerous!) unstable flakes rested against the face. Every 
ledge was loaded with snow or ice. On an Alpine climb of 
exceptional seventy the ascent of this pinnacle would be a for 
midablc task, at twentj-one thousand feet it seemed impossible. 

Wicland ensconced himself on top of the semi-detached mass, 
and Schneider descended without much difficult* into the 
secondary gap and began the ascent of the slabs Methodically he 
worked fill wa) upwards The exertion of hard rock climbing at 
such an aiutude was obviously so ere, and after each upward 
heave he was forced to halt and rest At length he reached a 
small stance, a tiny triangular recess, where Wicland joined him 
Above this rose a slanting crack formed b) the edge of a projecting 
flake the upper part of which bulged out unpleasantly It was not 
a place to linger o\cr, and Schneider did not linger A foot scrape 
on the wall a hand wedged in the crack a quick upward caterpillar 
like movement with naught but tiny hand holds to prevent a 
backward topple and the hardest part had been accomplished. 
In the silence unbroken save by an occasional whisper of wind, I 
could hear the sibilant sucking In of breath by sorely stressed 
lungs A few feet more of difficult but not such exacting climbing 
brought him to a sloping shelf Wicland followed and although 
burdened by both ice axes and a rucksack he came up without 
relying on the rope. 

So far so good Tor a few' feet the work was easier, then the 
slopes steepened once more. In places the) were dangerously ice 
glazed, and their sloping icy shelves were masked by snow lee 
axes were called into play to clear holds. Now and again loose 
flakes of rock were dislodged Hurtling madly down the cliffs 
they loosed other rocks and sent the echoes thundering 

Two hours work two hundred feet of ascent such was the 
climbing on the great pinnacle. Professor Dyhrcnfurth and I 
watched the struggle with interne interest. It was, probably the 
finest piece of rock climbing ever done at such an altitude We 
forgot for the moment that the real problem was not the ascent of 
the ndge by the Europeans but the establishing of camps and the 
getting up of porters over this gaunt backbone of rock and ice. 

The weather restored pessimism grey mists came flying up 
from the west, a chill wind sobbed over the ndge, driving before 
it small moths of snow Schneider and Wicland were out of sight 
now Occasionally we could hear their voices, whilst an 
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occasional stone crashed out news of their advance. We rose, 
stretched our cramped limbs, tied on Lcwa, and started to descend 
We had collected Nima but were still above the col when we 
were startled by an enormous roar Millions of tons of ice had 
broken away from the ice wall and were thundering down to the 
Ramthang Glacier Instantly, the whole upper basin of the glacier 
was filled with a writhing hurricane of snow. Whirling up at 
us, it enveloped us in a blizzard, that whitened and sheeted our 
clothes in snow The sky was darkened, the whole district seemed 
filled with wind-blown snow dislodged by this monstrous avalanche 
Such an avalanche, had it occurred in the Alps would command 
widespread attention, newspapers would refer to it as a “ Cataclysm 
of Nature,” and questions would be asked in the Swiss Parliament 
about it. But on Kangchenjunga, such avalanches arc not the 
exception, but the rule — almost an everyday occurrence 

Kangchenjunga is by no means the only Himalayan peak to 
discharge avalanches of such magnitude, but it is probably safe to 
say that there is no other Himalayan peak that discharges them 
with such frequency This is due, of course, to its great snowfall, 
the quick downward movement of its glaciers A good instance 
of the size of a Himalayan avalanche is that which occurred during 
the late A F Mummery’s attempt on Nanga Parbat. The party 
had bivouacked on a rock rib which projected some five hundred 
feet from the mountainside, but when they returned to their 
bivouac site after an unsuccessful attempt on the mountain, they 
found that their gear had been swept away by an ice avalar he 
The avalanche had fallen diagonally and taken the five hui ired 
feet rib in its stride ! The size and destructive power of Hrmr -ayan 
avalanches is the first thing that should be studied Wxien climbing 
in the Himalayas A purely Alpine-trained mountaineer finds it 
difficult to appreciate the scale on which such avalanches occur. 
Mummery paid the penalty of not realizing this when he made his 
final and disastrous attempt on Nanga Parbat No trace of him 
and his two Gurkha followers was ever discovered We narrowly 
missed paying the same penalty too, and had we been wiped out 
during our attempt to reach the North Ridge of Kangchenjunga, 
we should have received our just deserts 

It must be remembered that Himalayan ice avalanches habitually 
sweep the whole breadth of glaciers To illustrate this I can but 
add that were the peaks in the vicinity of the well-known Concordia 
Hut m the Bernese Oberland enlarged to Himalayan scale, the 
mountaineer staying at the hut would not be safe from ice avalanches 
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ailing from the peak* on the opposite side of the Aletsch Glacier 
It was a relief to leave the rotten rocks, and to stand once more 
n the col, and it was pleasant to escape from the cutting wind, 
nd seizing the fixed rope that hung down the steep upper part 
if the couloir step blithely down the ladder of holds to die camp 
We glissaded down the lower part of the couloir and for the 
irst time that day Nima s worried expression gave place to a broad 
;nn of delight. The porters arc children at heart, and they have 
11 the enthusiasm for a glissade down snow that a child has for 
toboggan. For the benefit of the uninitiated I should explain that 
here are two methods of glissading One is to stand upnght, 
nd the other is to sit down The former is best employed on 
iard snow the latter on soft snow A certain degree of expertness 
1 necessary for the stand-up glissade. Many commence in elegant 
tyle. With ever increasing speed, they slide down the slope, 
'resen tly, as the speed becomes faster and faster they become 
uttered. From stability they are reduced to instability their 
legance, their dignified deportment is lost their balance is upset 
icy stn £gic wildly to regain it, then the snow comes up and hits 
icm on tnc nose. They go head over heels, their ice axes arc 
aatched from their hands, their hats tom from their heads, their 
nek sacks wind themselves round their necks, endeavouring to 
tranglc them, snow is forced down their collars up their sleeves, 
nd into their pockets and trousers Over and over they go in 
senes of somersaults, to subside finally at the bottom where they 
ise to their feet vowing it was good fun. 

There is one other variety of glissade worthy of mention and 
iat is glissading on a rope. This is one degree worst ^an ski ing 
a 3 rope. WJur usually happens is this the leader mthovt 
■oubling to enquire whether the second man is ready shoots off 
nth great velocity despite the agonized cries of the Utter In a 
lament or two the rope tightens on the second man who has 
arely had time to start, snatching him forward on to his head, 
nd squeezing the breath out of him. The jerk arrests the leader 
/ho hurls an uncomphmentary re mar k over his shoulder at the 
nfortunate second man who meanwhile slides or somersaults 
ell mell past the leader Then before the leader has tame to 
mtinue, tie is in his turn dragged m the wake of the second man 
md to it goes on a vinous cycle, until they have reached the 
ottom where they sit in the snow roundly abusing one another 
Wc reached camp in desultory snow squalls. Mists concealed 
ie North-west Ridge, but now and again they blew aside %nd we 



F S SMYTHE 


520 

scanned the rocks a little anxiously for signs of Schneider and 
Wieland. It was not until evening that we saw them descending, 
mere dots silhouetted against the jagged skyline, Dusk was falling 
when they returned They reported immense difficulties, difficulties 
both of rocks and ice Short of roping the great tower up from 
top to bottom, there was no possibility of getting the porters up 
it, and even with ropes, it would most likely prove impossible for 
laden men The prospect of farther advance beyond the tower 
was doubtful in the extreme The whole crest of the first knife- 
like ice ridge would have to be hacked away before a passage 
could be won At the end of this ridge, there was another tower, 
not so high as the first, but more difficult, in fact, probably 
impassable Its summit was capped by a boss of ice which flowed 
down its sides like icing on a cake There was no avoiding this 
tower, for the precipices on either side were sheer and offered 
no hope of a traverse Above this tower, other ice ridges rose, a 
whole series of them, up to the terrace Nowhere, said Schneider, 
was there a place on which a camp might be pitched There 
were not even any ice pinnacles of a type suitable for bivouac 
caves And the weather? What would be the position of a party 
caught high up on this great ridge in bad weather or high wmds? 
The storm on the glacier three nights previously had been bad 
enough, but what would it have been like on the ridge ? Retreat 
would be impossible It would probably mean two weeks hard 
work to reach the terrace, even supposing camps could be estab- 
lished, and porters brought up, and by then the monsoon would 
most likely have broken Each of these facts taken separately , 
was sufficiently weighty to militate against any attempt [ 

There was no alternative but to abandon the project, and the; 
following day Wieland and I accomplished the dreary task of 
collecting and bringing down the fixed ropes Kangchenjunga had 
beaten us, beaten us not by bad weather, so much as by sheer 
difficulty We had examined every portion of the faces above the 
Kangchenjunga and Ramthang Glaciers Nowhere was there a 
chink in the armour of the giant, nowhere was there a route at 
which the mountaineer might look and say, “ Well, it might go ” 
Others sceptical as to the truth of these assertions may follow in 
our footsteps, but they too will retur''^ < sappomted, and tremble, 
even as the ground trembles, at the rc ^"^reat ice avalanches 
that seek their destruction, and like us, their hope and optimism will 
be ruthlessly crushed beneath the icy heel of Kangchenjunga 
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CAPTAIN VON RINTELEN 

Captatn Von Rtntcien u the famous German Secret Agent 
He describes here hit adventures tn America where he was sent 
to put a stop to the traffic tn munitions to the Allies 

I itahttd from the Stcttiner Bahnhof, on which the German 
flap was flying in honour of the birthday of the emperor 
William I, on March 22, 1915 At soon as I was settled in the 
train I began a task which looked very funny but which had a 
senous purpose. I wrote postcards to all my acquaintances, dozens 
of picture postcards to my fnends, particularly the Military and 
Naval Attaches of neutral states These cards I sent to other 
fnends, in envelopes, with the request that they should post them 
so that the Attaches and all the people from whom 1 wanted to 
hide my tracks, received cards from 44 Somewhere in Handers, 
from Upper Bavana and from Silesia Upon my arrival at 
Chnstiania I succeeded in obtaining at the Bnmh and American 
Consulates magnificent genuine visas for my Swiss passport, and 
1 felt safe When the steamer was on high seas a Bntish cruiser 
sent a lieutenant and a couple of sailors on board to sec if the ship 
was harbouring any Germans. The lieutenant ascertained that 
there were no Germans on beard As wc approached the American 
coast I grew a little uneasy, for the Bntish cruiser Essex was 
stationed off New York — three miles and two inches off She was 
commanded by Captain Watson, who had been Naval Attach^ in 
Berlin until shortly before the outbreak of war Wc had been 
fnends I was lucky however, for the Essex was not inspecting 
the passenger boats on that day 

Once around these dangerous comers, I at last landed safe 
and sound, on the pier in New York 

Where I should have been met by Malvm Rice, who was to 
take me by the arm and show me where I should find the powder 
ready for spot delivery there was no Malvin Rice at all 
The whole edifice which he had constructed before my eyes 
disappeared fata Morgan a- wise. 

So I stood there on that pier of New York, entirely alone, left 

1* 
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to my own wits, but bent upon going through with what seemed 
ill-starred at the beginning Single-handed I now ventured an 
attack against the forty-eight United States 1 

I moved into a modest but good hotel, the Great Northern, 
in Fifty-seventh Street, and began to make inquiries with a view 
to discovering whether it was really possible to buy sufficient 
explosives seriously to damage the manufacture of munitions for 
the Allies. I went to several firms and told them that 1 was a 
German agent anxious to purchase powder, but within a few 
days 1 was satisfied that it would be quite impossible to buy up 
the vast quantities of explosives that were by now available in the 
American market. 

I began to lead a dual existence. In die evening I went about 
as “ myself\’ in dress suit and white tie; I had decided that it 
was much more dangerous to go about New York under a false 
name. For, if one of the numerous English agents should find 
out somehow who I actually was, he would know instantly that 
I had something nefarious up my sleeve. If, however, I did not 
conceal my identity, it would be assumed that I was m America 
on some peaceful economic mission Otherwise, it would be 
argued, I should have kept behind the scenes 

During the day I dressed unobtrusively and went first of all 
through die whole dock district, where I saw numerous English, 
French, and Russian transports waiting to take munitions on 
board. I watched them being loaded, and saw diem steam out 
of the harbour and make for the cast, their holds full of shells. 

I wished them at the bottom of the sea. 

My own grim and sturdy resolution was only strcngdicncd by 
the sight of those ships. But without wishing to be vainglorious, 

I felt “ I want what I want when I want it.” 

Systematically I studied the conditions in the New York docks, 
and I soon became aware that a large number of German sailors, 
mates, and captains were hanging about the harbour widi nothing 
to do The merchantmen in which they would otherwise be 
serving lay in dock and were unable to leave, since they would 
be captured by the British on the high seas. 

It occurred to me that a large proportion of the dockers con- _ 
sistea of Irishmen, who were far from friendly to England or those 
allied to her Those men openly gave vent to their anger when- 
ever they saw a transport leaiing with munitions and did not 
care who heard them 

Who on earth could bring me in touch with these Irishmen ? 
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I went to tee the German Consul-General Falckc, a splendid man 
with vast knowledge and experience, who was alto convinced — 
contrary to what the Embassy imagined — that America would 
toon jean the Allied cause an) how, to whatever I should tug 
gest he would be only too willing to hdp Unfortunately his health 
was not of die very best at that time and a few months later be 
had to return to Germany 

I soon found out that there was one nun m New York who was 
trusted not only by the German seamen, but also by the Irish 
This was Dr Bunz, he had formerly been German Consul in 
New York and now represented the Hamburg Amen can Line 
1 called on him for we had known each other for years, and he 
had already begun to work for the German cause He had 
instructions to charter ships, which were loaded with coal and 
reconnoitred the high seas in order to transfer this coal to German 
cruisers at certain given places To render this possible, Bunx was 
in permanent telegraphic communication in code of course, with 
the German authorities at home. When I saw him he told me 
that it would be useful if 1 could furnish him with detonators. 

Detonators? What do you want detonators for? 

Well you sec aid Dr BGnz, my people want a change. 
1 must tell you what my methods arc. 1 charter a tramp steamer 
the captain receives a couple of thousand dollars, and disappears. 
In his place I engage one of the numerous officers of the German 
mercantile manne who arc compelled to hang about idle, and 
as you know these men generally belong to the Naval Reserve — 
that is to ay, they are now on active service, and they want to 
get into action My men have asked me to provide them with 
detonators. When they are ailing about on the open sea waiting 
for the cruisers in order to hand over their coni, they find that tone 
hangs heavily on their hands, so they have thought out a neat plan 
If they have detonators and meet another tramp taking shells to 
Europe, they will hoist the war flag, send over an armed party, 
bring back the crew as prisoners, and blow up the ship with its 
cargo. So, my dear captain please get me some detonators. 

1 had no objection to Dr Bunz* men sinking munition trans- 
ports, but where in New York could I procure detonators without 
drawing unwelcome attention to myself? The Consul had, how 
ever done me a very important service. He gave me the address 
of a capable man, an export merchant whose business had suffered 
througn the War This was Mr Max Wetter, and I soon found 
that he knew his way about New 'iork harbour I put him to a 
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severe test and saw that he was not only a man who had had a 
finger m many pies, but was also thoroughly reliable Though 
it was possible to stage my plans from my hotel room, we hit 
on the idea of setting up first of all as honest merchants We 
founded a firm which we called “ E V Gibbons Inc ” the initials 
being the same as those of my Swiss pseudonym We rented an 
office of two rooms m Cedar Street, in the heart of the financial 
quarter of New York, and entered the name of the company in 
the Commercial Register as an import and export firm I sat in 
one of our two rooms as a director of the concern, and m the 
other sat my “ staff ” While I was still wondering how to get 
hold of the detonators, and m fact how to further my plans at all, 
I happened to find the right man I had by now established contact 
with all sorts of “ shady ” characters, some of whom had secret 
schemes, and one day I was visited by the German chemist, Dr 
Scheele I received him m my newly furnished office, in the first 
room of which sat Max Weiser dictating to the stenographer the 
most fearsome busmess letters He was inviting all the firms of 
New York to send us offers of wheat, peas, shoe polish, glass- 
ware, rice, and similar goods We posted piles of letters, so that 
our firm might present the appearance of a flourishing concern 

Through this room came Dr Scheele He began by presenting 
a strong letter of recommendation from our Military Attache 
Captain Papen, and continued by saymg that I was a man with 
varied interests, and that he was a chemist, with a new invention 
which he would like to offer me I saw that he was rather hesitant, 
so I moved my chair nearer and told him that he had come to 
the right place and had only to reveal to me the purpose of his 
invention, if it were any good, he could be sure that I would 
Require it, for the rest, I was the most discreet man in New York, 
*and he could trust me He plucked up courage, took a piece of 
lead out of his pocket, which was as big as a cigar, laid it on my 
desk asd, began to explain 

This piece of lead was hollow inside Into the middle of the 
tube a circular disc of copper had been pressed and soldered, 
dividing it into two chambers One of these chambers was filled 
with picric acid, the other with sulphuric acid or some other 
inflammable liquid A strong plug made of wax with a simple lead 
cap made both ends airtight The copper disc could be as duck or 
thin as we pleased If it were thick, the two acids on either side 
took a long tme to eat their way through If it were thin, the 
mingling :>£ the two acids would occur within a few days By 
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regulating the thickness of the disc it was possible to determine the 
time when the adds should come together This formed a safe and 
efficient umc fuse. When the two acids mingled at the appointed 
time a silent but intense flame, from twenty to thirty centimetres 
long shot out from both ends of the tube, and while it was still 
burning the lead casing melted away without a trace spuHosl 

We soon came to terms He was first given a round cheque 
in return for allowing me to use the cigar in any way I wished 
I asked him to return on the following day, and in the meantime 
I secured a few assistants — captains of German ships with whom I 
had ahead) become good friends and Irishmen whose approval 
1 had won The Irishmen had no idea who 1 was, nor did they 
ask me. It was sufficient for them that I was not very friendly 
towards England 1 collected these men together and took them 
to mv office. I was sure that I could trust them, and they did 
not disappoint me. 1 came straight to the point and explained 
to them that I had found a means of stopping the hated shipments 
of munitions, and one which would not infringe American 
neutrality at far at I was concerned The construction of the 
cigars r was explained to them, and 1 inquired if it were possible 
to smuggle them unobserved on to the transports which were 
carrying explosives to Europe They were unanimously of the 
opinion that this could be very easily arranged, and had no scruples 
since the incendiary bombs would not go off tall the vessels were 
outside American territorial waters They were full of enthusiasm 
for my plan, and wanted to take a few bombs with them at once. 
They were very disappointed when they beard that the things had 
to be manufactured first of all on a large scale. We put on our 
hats and went to the docks. We discussed the possibility of finding 
a workshop in which we could manufacture our bombs without 
being discovered This presented great difficulties, and as wc 
walked along we could think of no way to overcome them. 

Wc were faced with a difficulty Where could the fire-bombs 
be manufactured? 

A great many things bad to be taken into consideration In the 
first place, I insisted that under no circumstance* must anything 
be done on American territory proper Such thing* as docks ana 
decks, tugs and trawlers, piers and ports all these, with my 
notions <5 which I could put forward, in case of need, m an 
American court, I could work on But not on American territory 1 
I was informed that a man named Boniface would be able to 
overcome, by hook or by crook such minor legal obstacles as the 
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definition of where American territory ended and where the high 
seas began Of course, there was always the problem of “ territorial 
waters ” But that was a small matter It was my duty and my 
exclusive task to see that these transports of munitions were 
stopped, or at least impeded It was not my job to get around 
legal points which might be presented by the American Secret 
Service, or to brood over such things as courts and district 
attorneys That could be done by others 

Mr Boniface came strolling into my room — Mr Boniface, who 
was always and at any time prepared to hear the most startling 
and daring suggestions Serious and thoughtful elderly gentleman 
as he was, full of dignity and stateliness whenever legal points 
were presented to him, he became almost doubly bewigged un 
his importance He shook his head, and once more shook his 
head 

“Well, Captain . . Let me think 231 . Article VIII of 

the Hague Convention speaks entirely against your line of thought 
Grave doubts are in my mind as to whether your attitude could be 
absolutely approved of. I must state most emphatically, upon 
mature reflection, that such things as violating American 
neutrality should not enter your mind ” 

Thus spoke Mr Boniface 

He noticed the perplexity in my face, and the consideration that 
something more “ substantial ” than the advice of learned counsel 
might yield him the harvest of a few attractive bills containing 
several noughts, deprived him suddenly of his dignity He ran out 
of the room and disappeared 

Less than half an hour later he turned up again, disseminating 
as usual a slight odour of whisky As always when he was in high 
spirits, his pince-nez were slightly off the straight 

“Why not manufacture your bombs on one of those interned 
ships? he suggested u I have brought you the right man to 
attend to it Captain von Kleist, an old friend of yours ” 

Kleist was on the best terms with a great many of the captains 
and officers of the interned vessels, and he developed without more 
ado a magnificent plan, a plan pregnant with unlimited possibilities 
We were to transplant ourselves, with all our schemes, devices, 
and enterprises, on board one of the German ships and thus place 
ourselves in a most admirable situation / Germany within 
American territorial waters l What possibilities 1 

Kleist knew all the interned German sailors He could size 
them all up, and with a wave of the hand he gave me an estimate of 
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the cl 13 meter of each nun from the general manager to the 
youngest boy 

A few of them were weaklings Some of them were bom 
underlings. Rut some— and it was a joy to hear it 1— the vast 
majority were men of steel Men who dta not care for anything 
and would dare everything 

Well, Klent, this is going to be something out of the ordinary 
We must find a ship where the captain will play the game where 
the crew will abide by orders given, and where above all* the 
whole cross d will keep their mouths shut 
hlcist reflected 

Well, 1 know of one fine ship where I am acquainted with 
the officers and engineers, and I am sure they will keep their 
mouths shut Thev are just a wee bit more enterprising than a 
good many others, and it is an enterprising spirit that you arc after 
is it not? 

Of course! Unless there are some daredevils on board, 1 
have no use for the ship You will soon see that the daredevil 
spirit is the onh one that can enable us to win the war Look at 
tne Emdcnl Didn t she win almost as much admiration from the 
enemy as she did at home? 1 must have men with pep Tliat s 
the main thing 1 

Klcist banged his fist on the table. I think I vc got ltf ft is 
the steamship Fncdnch Act Grossc you want! 

Fncdnch dcr Grosscl Splendid! Splendid! Do you know 
that a Fncdnch dcr Grossc is the flagship of our high seas fleet in 
home waters? 

Of course I do — but what does that matter? 

It s the flagship — my enthusiasm ran away with me — 
Fncdnch dcr Grossc — svhat a wonderful combination! Fncdnch 
dcr Grosscl Dcr Grossc Kdmgl Our great king! 

All our plans were gradually laid and the right men were in 
the right places, when one afternoon early in May— this was in 
1515 — an upheaval of the first magnitude occurred— the Lsuiiama 
\m sunk Most unfortunately and contrary to all expectations 
1 hat the very construction of such a magnificent vessel would 
keep her afloat for hours, and thus pve ample time for rescue ships 
to take on all the passengers, some interna! explosion occurred and 
down she went, taking with her so many human bangs Whether 
it is true or not that the American customs authorities had given 
her legal clearance papers, although she was not entitled to such 
legality — all this will quite probably remain a secret for evet 
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Mr Dudley Field Malone, the chief of customs of New York, was 
ordered to send all documents relating to the Lusitania to Washing- 
ton, to the department of state What these documents really 
would have proved is an entirely different story 

However, despite the arguments as to whether the Lusitania 
was, or was not a munition earner, no embargo was placed on 
the export of munitions, and we simply had to carry on ! 

My assistants came in the evenings, and we discussed in my 
office what we should do next The Insh had already thought 
out a plan. They knew then countrymen who worked m the 
docks as stevedores and lighter-men and told me that these people 
were willing to plant our “ cigars ” on British munition transports 
They had even chosen a ship, the Phoebus , which was to sail m a 
few days, and whose hold was packed with shells I opened the 
drawer of my desk which contained the case of detonators, and it 
was soon emptied Next mormng the dockers who were in the 
plot earned then barrels, cases, and sacks on board the Phoebus, 
and as soon as they had assured themselves that they were 
unobserved, they bent down swiftly in a dark corner of the hold 
and hid one of our detonators among the cargo When the Phoebus 
left for Archangel, with a cargo of high explosive shells on board, 
it earned two of these destructive articles in each of three holds 

I walked unobtrusively past the steamer while my men were 
at work, looked down the opened hatchways, through which the 
cases of shells were being lowered, and saw the British agents who 
were standing guard on deck, carbines slung across their arms 
ready to prevent anything suspicious from approaching their 
valuable cargoes That evening my assistants came to the office 
They were in good humour, and reported that the Phoebus was to 
sail on the next day, and that they had placed detonators in some 
other ships too, which were to leave harbour a few days later 
Wc had now used up all our supply, and Dr Scheele was instructed 
m prepare some more 

^Vc sat in our office and waited for the first success We had 
and at 6 t0 the Shipping News, which printed the daily reports 
ado a mag. in ^ on ^ on concerning everything to do with shipping 

Wc were l insurancc We had calculated the date on which the 
and enterprises ta ^ e P^ ace ’ but a few days passed and there was 
ourschcs in a ut t ^ lc Phoebus in the paper Suddenly wc saw 
American ternto/^ ^ ^ Phoebus from New York — destination 

Klcist knew A fire at sea Brought into port of Liverpool 
them all up, and wi, 
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This was our first success, and everything had happened just 
as we had planned Our dockers had of course only put the 
detonators in the holds which contained no munitions, for we had 
no intention of blowing up the ship from neutral territory If 
we had wished to do so we could have used different means, but 
we achieved our purpose without the cost of human life. When 
the ship caught fire on the open sea the captain naturally had the 
munition hold flooded to eliminate the most serious danger None 
of the ships reached its port ol destination and most of them sank 
after the crew had been taken ofT by other vessels. In every ease 
the explosives were flooded nnd rendered useless. 

Alter this success 1 extended my organization Dr Scheclc 
worled da) and night to manufacture detonators, and results con 
unued to l>c gratifying The number of accidents at sea reported 
in Llojds Shipping List increased and the New Y or\ Times 
published on ns front page an item of news which cheered us. On 
July 5 the Russian Minister Pnnee Miliukov had delivered a speech 
in the Duma regretting that the deb) in the transport of munmoni 
from America was becoming more and more serious, and that it 
would be ncccsurf to talc firm steps to discover the cause, and 
trap the miscreants who were responsible for it. 

We were greatly encouraged by this, for it showed us that we 
were successfully paralysing the transport of munitions to Russia 
and helping our troops on the battlefields so we continued to 
place bomb after bomb I founded branches in Boston 
Philadelphia Baltimore, and, gradually in the southern ports of 
the United States. It was difficult to get our detonators to these 
towns, for they had to be hidden in the luggage of our confidential 
agents who travelled regularly round those ports. My most 
fanatical helpers in this way were the Irish They swarmed about 
the various pons with detonators in their pockets and lost no 
opportunity of having a smack at an English ship They still did 
not know who I was, for they had been told that I was connected 
with Irish Home Rule organizations. 1 soon however had to 
refrain from employing them for in their blind hatred of England 
they had begun to use their bombs in a way we had not intended, 
and which was dangerous. 

But the clouds, however were gathering above our heads, and 
things were beginning to get awkward. The cigar business 
was getting too hot for us. I was rung up in the middle of the 
night in my hotel bedroom and I recognized the voice of Mr 
Boniface at the other end He did not tell me what was wrong 
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but gave me a rendezvous where I could meet him on the follow- 
ing morning before I went to the office I turned up punctually 
and heard from Boniface that smce the previous evemng the New 
York police had been manifesting feverish activity The docks 
were swarming with detectives, lookmg for a band of men who 
were placing bombs on ships Boniface was sure of his facts, for 
he had got them from a confederate at police headquarters We 
walked past the docks, discussing the possible reasons for these 
sudden measures, and my eye lit on the front page of the New Y or \ 
Times, which I had just bought We were m for it! The news- 
paper announced with large and sensational headlines that when 
the empty hold of the steamer Kir\ Oswald was bemg swept out 
in Marseilles Harbour, a peculiar little tube had been found, which 
on closer examination proved to be an extremely dangerous 
incendiary bomb This bomb must have been deposited while the 
boat was moored at New York, and it was at once obvious how 
the numerous conflagrations at sea during the last few months had 
been caused The paper announced at the same time that the whole 
Secret Service department of the New York police was at work to 
seize the miscreants, and that a clue was bemg pursued which 
offered good prospects of success 

I remembered that my men really had placed a bomb on the 
Kir\ Oswald, but I also knew that the steamer was destined for 
Archangel It was clear to me that she had received fresh orders 

°u u an< ^ ta ^ en ^ er cstg 0 to Marseilles instead, and that 
the bomb had not gone off because we had timed it to explode at 
a later stage on her long journey to Archangel 

I had an appointment that mornmg m the lobby of my hotel, 

5 ^ aS C ^’ ^ SaW £ was ^ ein g watched Two men, whom 
ad seen in the lobby, were following me I drove to a remote 
quarter o the town and saw that I was not mistaken, for I was still 
emg s a owed As I walked along, the two men kept on my 
ac ”s, at a suitable distance, and when I saw a taxi and had 
ascertame t at there was no other car anywhere near I jumped 

a k° Ve ° ,, was necessar y t0 disappear for a tame, and after 
1]]% UmC ^ arran ged how to keep in touch my staff scattered 
' lreatl ons I looked out a quiet watering-place not far from 
1 0r ", an awaite d events, but nothing happened Smce no 

mak,„ g T d Tiu,' it,*: * ^ d pn n v ° ac ; p -f orturaty o£ 

Pnnnl *5 rC j e T at w , as not £ar from Stamford in the State of 
c icu , an I took up my quarters m a small hotel, where I 
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rnjnjTtl the tea and the sunshine and renewed m\ energies pre 
paratory to returning in due course to New \ ork 1 had registered 
in the visitors hook as Mr Brannon from Digland kept to myself 
and spoke to nobod) Inn receded dail\ letters from New \orh 
which bept me postal as to what was happening there 1 was 
)earning to return to the scene of operations, but caution com 
pcllcd me to keep away for some time. Ms agents wrote me that 
the man who had drawn tlte attention of the New kork police to 
the gang which was supposed to 1< making the docks unsafe was 

Captain G the British Naval Attache at Washington The 

imestigations of the police hmveser liad onl) enabled them to 
report that it had not l<en possible to discover any proof of the 

truth of his allegations Captain C! had applied for a whole 

detachment of dciccuscs to l< rent out from Fngland who were to 
work on their own initialise and under his direction for the 
purpose of capturing the conspirators. The Altach£ himself in 
tenued to collect the proofs wnich would enable the New York 
jxilict to intervene. T he detectives had armed and among them 
were officials from Scotland f ard who understood their job 
Boniface had discovered tliat they were following a definite clue 
and my men in New Wk were worncd for it vvas possible tliat 
the Scotland Yard men wtre on die right track 

At I lay on the beach reading this report the problem began to 
give me a headache If the police really had found something out, 
it was too risky to deposit any more of our incendiary bombs. We 
should have to liquidate our whole scheme and others would liavc 
to finish what we had begun The English detectives would be 
waiting for our next move in order to catch us, though if they 
were not really on our track we could continue with our work in 
spite of Captain G and his men from Scotland f ard 

That afternoon 1 drove along the coast to another watering 
place a little distance aw*ay It was more fashionable and elegant, 
and slightly less sleepy than the retreat in which I had hidden 
myself 1 wall cd up and down in deep thought and finally bnded 
on a terrace of a small hotel A jazz band was playing and 1 
drank iced coffee while 1 racked my brains to find a means of 

discovering what Captain G dia and did not know of our 

activities. 

1 suddenly looked up and saw two ladies standing in front of 
me who knew me They were ignorant of my name and who 1 
was, and their knowledge of me rested only on a chance meeting 
at a society function in New York We had met at a late hour in 


I 
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the evening, and I remembered that only the host had known who 
I was, none of the guests having any inkling of my real identity 
The two ladies recogmzed me and came up to my table They 

were Mrs James B and Miss Mabel L . Mrs B , 

who was the older of the two, was the wife of a coal merchant m 

New York, and Miss L , who was young and very pretty, was 

“ her best friend ” They told me that they were very glad to 
see me, for there were many more ladies than men in the place, 
and I gathered that they did not have any accurate remembrance 
of my name I hastened to inform them that it was Brannon, and 
they remembered immediately that it was 

We discussed a variety of things : water sports, the war, the new 
dances, the stock exchange, and religion; and I then learned that 
they were staying at the hotel on the terrace of which we were 
sitting They told me that a large party was being given in the 
hotel on the following evening, for which invitations had already 
been sent out, and they asked me to come along It appeared to be 
difficult to round up enough dancing men, and the ladies reckoned 
on my co-operation in the entertainment I had no desire to go, 

for I had other things on my mind, until Miss L surprised me 

by saying . 

“ Some nice people are coming You are English, aren’t you? 

You will be interested, Captain G , the attache at your embassy, 

will be there He is a charming person Do you know him? No? 
Well, do come You will find him easy to get on with ” 

I looked out over the sea The orchestra was playing sofdy 
My two compamons began to devour pastries in large quantities. 
On the spur of the moment I decided to take a great risk m order 
to find out what I wanted to know 

Yes, I said, “ I shall be very glad to come ” 

They told me that the hotel was small but very 1 fashionable, 
and that you could only be accepted as a guest if you were 
recommended by a member of New York society Most of the 
apartments were already booked for a long tune ahead All the 
visitors knew each other and they formed a private club 

I moved into this fashionable hotel on the following morning, 
having been recommended by both the ladies We sat on the 
beach together and tvent for walks, and I may repeat that Miss 

was really yery young and very pretty, while Mrs B 

manifested a tact which appeared to have been acquired from a 

familiarity with difficult situations We passed the day in 
complete harmony 
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In the evening when the ladies were wearing thar best gowns 
and the gentlemen appeared in all the elegance and dignity of 
swallow-tails, the moment armed for winch I had waited Mrs. 

R introduced me to the British Naval Attache. 1 was 

informed that I had the pleasure of meeting Captain G and 

the Attach^ was informed that he had the pleasure of meeting 
Mr Brannon 

After Mrs B had left us, we stood at one of the large 

windows that opened on to the sea The Attach^ was obviously 
trying to think of some pleasant remark to make to his country 
man He was tall broad shouldered with a clever face expressive 
of great energy, and was leaning out of the window a little to 
breathe m the sea air 

1 began to put my plan into action. 

I am Commander Brannon sir and have been sent to the 
United States to study a new torpedo invention 1 heard some 
thing yesterday in New "iork that I wished to communicate to you 
personally, but you had already left and I thought that it might 
wait until your return 

Oh said the Attach^, I m glad to meet you out here, then t 
They only know here that 1 am an Englishman I put in 
hastily, but they have no idea that I am in the Navy and it is 
not necessary for them to discover it 

You arc right said the Attach^ but tell me, commander, 
what was it you wished to report to me ? 

I pulled myself together Now was the moment. 

A certain Captain Johnson in charge of an English transport 
has informed me of the strange incident of which he was a 
witness. He saw five men carrying heavy eases through the docks 
a few days ago and as thar behaviour looked rather odd he 
followed them for a couple of hundred yards. They loaded thar 
mysterious eases into a motor-boat and shot off into the harbour 
It was a clear night and he saw them draw alongside a vessel 
which had been loading munitions, in order presumably to go out 
to sea next day The strange thing was that these men together 
with thar cases, were taken on board by means of a a-anc. The 
vessel sailed but in the morning before it left the harbour 
Johnson called on the captain to tell him what he had seen And 
what do you think happened? Not a soul on the whole ship 
admitted having seen the five men — neither the officer of the 
watch nor any of the crew nor our detectives. Don t you think 
there was something queer about it? 
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Captain G had listened very attentively “ Tell me,” he 

said, “ did your confidant see any of these five fellows sufficiently 
clearly to recognize him again? Was he close enough to notice 
how they were dressed, and did he describe to you what they 
looked like?” 

1 regretted that Captain Johnson, who had, already gone off to 
sea again, had told me no more than I had imparted to the 
Attache, and that I had no more helpful information to divulge 
“ I thought it would interest you,” I said “ We have heard 
so much in the last few weeks about acts of sabotage against our 
ships ” 

“ Yes, of course,” replied Captain G ; “ of course it interests 

me I suppose you have read that we have definite suspicions 
There is a gang working in New York Harbour under the direction 
of a German officer We even know his name He is called 
Rintelen, and has been mentioned a number of times in wireless 
messages by the German Embassy The strange thing is, however, 
that the American pohce stick to their statement that he is a 
gendeman who is not doing anything criminal, and yet my men 
have often seen him hanging about the docks He even admitted 
his identity once m a tavern, when he was drunk, and hadn’t a 
hold on his tongue He did not give away any details concerning 
his activities, but it is certain that he owns a motor boat, and runs 
about in it for days together selling goods of all kinds to the ships 
m the harbour I cannot tell you any more, commander, but I can 
promise you that he will soon be m our hands ” 

“ Yes, that’s not likely to be a difficult job,” I said, laughing 
internally till 'it hurt “A fellow who gets drunk and lets his 
tongue run away with him, and sails about the harbour openly in 
a motor boat, must be easy to trap ” 

The jazz band broke mto our conversation, and I had to dance 

with Miss L She found me a delightful companion, for I 

was very elated, and I had good reason to be 

It is true that I knew the English suspected me, though I had 
no idea how they came to believe that I was accustomed to getting 
drunk in waterside taverns, and that I was domg business in a 
motor boat Naturally I did not like being under suspicion, but it 
was inevitable sooner or later, and it did not matter so much since 
at the same tame they believed such glorious nonsense about my 
character It was obvious that they were not aware of the identity 
either of the instigators or the tools concerned m our plot; m 
other words, that they were on the wrong track, chasing a 
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phantom which they believed for heaven knows what reasons, to 
be identical with myself The ground began to burn under my 
(cet 1 could now return to New ^ork and resume my activities. 

Next moraine oil the kings horses could not have Kept me in 
the place, and I left for New lork as soon as I could 1 put my 
luggage in the cloakroom at the stauon and tried to re-establish 
contact with my mem After some vain attempts I found one of 
the German captains We met down-town and he was so 
brimful of courage that I poured out m) heart to him, and we 
decided to resume full acuvm on the following day 

The following morning 1 cautiously began to resume contact 
with my other agents I met them in different parts of the town and 
the whole day as I went about I could not forget the absurd story 

that G had told me concerning m) hanging about the water 

side tavern and selling things from a motor boat I spent the 
evening at the restaurant in the Woolworth building with a i-umber 
of my best men, including Max Woser and a couple of German 
captains. They laughed uproariously when I told them the story 
and were genuinely amused but were unable to suggest how to 
get at the kernel of truth whtch must certainly lie at the root of 
it. There were so many gentlemen who drank too much in the 


dockside taverns, and there were so many gentlemen who did 
business in the harbour We had no clue to the mystery On the 
following day 1 had an appointment with Mr Boniface, who was 
to report to me what news there was at police headquarters. We 
met at a bttlc caf<f and he looked more glum than ever His face 
registered suppressed wrath, and he dumbfounded me by severely 
taking me to usk. 

” It un t my business, captain he said to tell you what you 
ought to do, and I should never have thought that you could 
behave so. 1 should never have believed that you could be so 
careless.” 


I lost my temper 

Don t talk in riddles, man. What have I done? What has 
happened? Out with ltl 

4 You got drunk, said Boniface gloomily You got very 
drunk, and said you were the German captain who sets the ships 
on fire. 

This was beyond a joke. 

M If you dare to tell me that I also sail about the harbour in a 
motor boat, I shall get rude. 

Boniface almost wept as he poli shed his pi nee ncz. 
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“ What good will it do you, captain,” he complained, “ to be 
rude to a poor old man who onl) wishes you well? What good 
will it do you? Take my advice and be more cautious What do 
you want in the harbour, captain? There’s nothing for you to do 
there and you only attract attention to yourself ” 

“ How do you know all this?” 

“ The whole of the police force knows it At police head- 
quarters they talk of nothing else All the detectives are discussing 
it — morning, noon, and night ” 

“Mr Boniface!” I said “Mr Boniface! Just listen to me 
I have never been drunk in New York I have never said that I 
am a German captain who sets ships on fire And I have never 
sailed about the harbour m a motor boat ” 

Mr Boniface put on his glasses and adjusted his hat 
“It is a great pity that we have to part, captain You have 
ceased to trust me Why not honestly confess that you made a 
mistake that might happen to anybody, and we could then con- 
sider how to cover it up ” 

I was no longer angry I began to laugh 

“ But, Mr Boniface, what shall I do to convince you? I have 
never m my life ” 

To my surprise Boniface grew very serious and said “ I have 
heard that gendemcn of your rank m Germany are accustomed 
in such cases to swear on their word of honour ” 

“ AH right on my word of honour, Mr Boniface ” 

I then heard the absurd story for the second time, and Boniface 
assured me that the whole of the New York police were looking 
for the German Captain Rintelen who rolled about the docks 
and sailed about the harbour I questioned him carefully and 
learned that he had obtained the most exact information from a 
certain official who had seen the alleged captain 

“ You must find out, Mr Boniface, what is known about him 
Find out the minutest details, so that we can ourselves have a look 
at the fellow who has been trumpeting forth his activities ” 

Boniface grew thoughtful “ It will cost money,” he suggested. 
“ I shall have to knock the policeman down first ” 

• “ Don’t be ridiculous ” 

“ Don’t worry, captain I’ll knock him down with a thousand 
dollars ” 

It was worth a thousand dollars I gave Boniface the money, 
and he knocked his man down the same evening 

He telephoned me to meet him, and I found him very excited 
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and rather ashamed What he had to tell me was indeed queer 
The police had been after me since noon when I had gone out in 
m\ motor boat and I was at this moment sailing about the harbour 
The police wanted to catch me climbing secretly on board a ship 
to deposit an incendiary bomb 

I shook my head in bewilderment and sent for one of mv 
captains to come down to the doe! s with me and cross the Hudson 
to Holwkcn Boniface went ahead and we followed 

Boniface knew the exact snot where the detectives were wait 
ing to shadow me when 1 should draw alongside in my boat 
Their intention was to ransack the motor boat for incendiary 
bombs. Even before wx armed we could see a couple of men in 
bowlers leaning against the railings of a jetty We went round 
them in a wide circle and stole into the surrounding darkness to 
await events First came a woman who remained standing for 
a time on the quav near the jetty and then began to walk up and 
down with her eyes fixed on the waters of the hirbour Inen a 


crouching behind a railway train 


motor boat drew alongside. The two men had meanwhile disap- 
peared but we saw them crouching behind a railway train A 
man emerged from the boat carrying a couple of heavy baskets and 
the woman hastened un to him. The detectives crept round to 
bar his way, and though it was too dark to make out his face, it 
could be seen that he was tall and wore a roomy raincoat. After 
he had made his boot fast the woman helped him to carry his 
baskets along the jetty towards the quay with the intention 
apparently of making for the town Suddenly they were con 
fronted by the two detectives, with whom they collided to that 
the baskets toppled over and their contents rolled along the 
ground The detectives apologized profusely picked up the fallen 
objects and put them in the baskets again, and while the man in 
the raincoat shouted abuses at them, they raised lhar hats and 
disappeared 

From our hiding place we saw two other detec lives following 
th^ man and woman and we attached ourselves to the procession 
It was dark and rain was falling and we could only see the 
pursuers, not the pursued Suddenly they ran round different 
corners and we came to a standstill for the detectives had lost 
the trad I was fed-up with chasing myself and had other things 
to do, so I went home. We knew where the man kept his boat, 
and it would not be difficult to discover what he was up to In 
fact, we found out on the following day as much ns w-e wanted 
to know His business in the harbour was quite harmless. He 
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was especially interested in the sale of tobacca and spirits, and, as 
far as the sale of alcohol was concerned, he appeared to be his 
own best customer He hved with a woman and seemed to be 
in fear of the law, for he frequently changed his quarters He 
had got drunk one night in a tavern by the waterside and had 
declared in all seriousness that he was a German captain occupied 
in placing bombs on Allied munition transports so that they caught 
fire at sea The whole affair was ridiculous, but it was a matter 
of great concern to us since all the British detectives swore positively 
that he was Captain Rmtelen in disguise The New York police 
had often ascertained that Rintelen was often seen in society m 
evenmg dress and that he lived at the New York Yacht Club But 
this did not influence the detectives, who declared that Rintelen 
was leading a dual existence, m one phase of which he appeared 
as the decayed individual with the motor boat" They even 
succeeded in convincing the American secret police, or at least the 
minor officials, who soon believed this grotesque nonsense The 
man they were after noticed of course that he was being pursued; 
but as he had a bad conscience he disappeared and thus 
strengthened the suspicions of the police 

We hit on an idea which caused us considerable amusement, 
but which, when we carried it out, served us well to the end One 
of my men who was less m the bad books of the police than the 
others, and who could not under any circumstances have been 
charged with an act of sabotage, bribed the eccentric stranger to 
enter our service, and we discovered that, as a matter of fact, he 
bore a certam superficial resemblance to myself He had gone to 
the dogs and was constantly drunk Our subsequent activities not 
only completely nonplussed the British detectives, and even some 
of the American police officials, but made them all the more certain 
that we were one and the same individual My agent picked him 
up in the street one day, stood him a number of drinks, put him in 
a car, and took him to the little dockside tavern in which he had 
previously engaged a room The man was in a state of semi- 
mtoxication and allowed himself to be stripped of his dingy 
garments and dressed in a new suit and patent-leather shoes which 
were much too large for him He was then taken to a large, 
fashionable hotel and the detectives lost all trace of him It was 
a game which my men went on playing with numerous variations, 
and it not only amused us, but fulfilled its purpose 

We then let him return to his business, which he soon began 
to neglect, however, as he received plenty of money from us He 
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was in such a state that he never ashed questions, but did blindl) 
everything we ashed of him A feu dollars in his pocket and 
frequent drinks kept him happv He could not gi\c us away since 
he knew nothing about us, and we found him very useful He 
begnn to take an interest in his clothes, and every morning he 
-hovved himself at a bus\ street erosung not far from the Yacht 
Club In the other part of the town where our office was situated 
he disconcerted both the lift bovt and the detectives 

When we had thus led the police on a false trail I began to 
spin my threads again Dr i^hcelc was instructed to resume the 
construction of detonators, and in spite of the increased risks we 
succeeded in placing them on transports. As before we only put 
them on British 1 rcnch and Russian vessels so as not to violate 
American ncutrahtv We also rented a new offer rooms being 
put at our disposaf by a German of half Mexican extraction and 
of an adventurous disposition We equipped our new quarters so 
that the rooms were divided into tuo parts by special doors and 
were connected by telephone and an alarm bell which rang very 
softly 1 was thus protected against undesirable visitors and 
possessed an emergency exit to the corridor to ensure an orderh 
retreat. We were now called the Mexico North-Western Railway 
Company, and this name appeared neatly on the door of our 
office. 

The first oct of the new firm was to acquire an idea the father 
of which was a young German engineer named Fay He 
declared that he had invented a machine which was capable of 
tearing off a ship s rudder while at sea He made a good im 

f rcssion on me and after discussing the matter with ray captains 
gave Fay money to prepare his experiments. He returned a week 
later and said he was ready 1 sent him into the country with a 
couple of the captains to buy a piece of ground in a deserted region 
which was well hidden by trees. Here they constructed the stem 
of a ship out of wood and attached to it a genuine rudder To this 
rudder was fixed a detonator the tip of which earned an iron pin 
which was needle shaped at the lower end The pin was con- 
nected with the rudder shaft itself and as the shaft revolved the 
iron pin turned with it, gradually bonng its way into the 
detonator, until it eventually pierced the fulminate and caused an 
explosion which blew away the rudder 

When the model had been solidly constructed Fay attached 
his apparatus and began to revolve the rudder The captains stood 
at a respectful distance and Fay kept on turning for about an hour 
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or so Then there was a terrific bang, and bits of the model flew 
about the captains’ ears Fay himself went up in the air, but came 
down again m the wood with only a few injured ribs The trees 
themselves were damaged, and a fire broke out which they had to 
extinguish They then got into the car and returned to New York 
to report to me that the invention had functioned efficiently 

Fay was financed with enough money to carry on his experi- 
ments, until he succeeded in producing his apparatus in a handy 
form and was ready to make his first attempt. He took a motor 
boat out mto the harbour one evening and apparently had engine 
trouble, for he drew up alongside the rudder of one of the big 
munition transports and made fast He actually managed in two 
cases to fix his machine, and we waited results They were 
announced in due course by the Shipping News, and the New 
York papers were agitated There had been two mysterious 
accidents, and nobody could say how they happened Two 
transports had had their rudders torn away at sea and suffered 
serious damage to the stern One of them had been abandoned by 
its crew and was drifting as a wreck on the Atlantic, while the 
other had had to be towed into the nearest harbour 

When this success had become public knowledge, Fay could 
no longer venture to sail about the harbour in his motor boat He 
was young, but bold and resolute, and durmg the next few weeks 
he undertook adventures on munition transports which demanded 
iron nerves He mounted his machine on a large platform made 
of cork, and swam out mto the harbour under cover of darkness 
When he reached the vessels that he had marked out, he fixed his 
apparatus to their rudders A number of further successes were 
recorded, and numerous Allied shells failed to reach the guns for 
which they had been destined With the help of Fay’s new 
invention, which we used not only in New York, but in other ports, 
we were able to give our undertaking a new turn What the 
incendiary bombs could not achieve was reserved for Fay’s 
machines The number of transports had, however, increased 
nearly tenfold smce we first began our work, and as it was 
impossible to interfere with them all, we had to find a new 
inspiration 

Meanwhile I had another iron m the fire 1 had studied the 
foreign political situation of the United States, and realized that 
the only country she had to fear was Mexico If Mexico attacked 
her she would need all the munitions she could manufacture, and 
would be unable to export any to Europe There was, however, 
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no prospect of this, since Mexico was lorn In internal dissensions. 
Huerta the former president, was in exile though I knew that he 
Mill hoped to regain his lost position He ascribed his fall to the 
United States, which he suspected of having fomented the rtvolu 
lion which hid brought him to gnef While he was still in power 
American capital had rm.de further attempts to gain possession 
of Mexico s oil but had met with resistance from Huerta which 
was onl) broken down when the resolution sent him into 
tumdiment 

This was the situation when 1 decided to take a hand in the 
game 1 learned that Huerta was in the United States and made 
even effort to find where he was staving He suddenly turned up 
in New ^orl and 1 went to his hotel tnc Manhattan to see Jum 
On my ua) 1 pondered how to approach him but could not think 
of an) plan, and decided to rcl) on my instinct He was sitting 
alone in the lounge and was surprised to be addressed by a com 
plcfe stranger When I looked into his ejes I realized at once 
the best wa) to approach him 1 told him 1 was a German officer 
mentioned the munition transports, and offered him my help there 
and then 1 expressed my readiness to do all I could to bring his 
parly into power again in Mexico 

Though I gave my reasons for visiting him he w-as afraid of 
a trap and thought I might lie an American agent He remained 
silent and I made ever)' effort to convince him that I rcall) was 
a German officer, and not in the pa> of the United States. At last 
he believed me and was prepared to speak frankly He told me 
that another revolution was bang engineered by his friends but 
that the) lacked weapons, or in other words, mone) 

The interview lasted a lon£ time. I was in a position to offer 
him effective help and we discussed what was to be done if the 
new revolution should be crowned with success. This was a 
matter of the utmost importance to me, and we came to terms 
Huerta stipulated that I should procure the sanction of the German 
Government to the following conditions 

German U boats were to land weapons along the Mexican 
coast, abundant funds were to be provided for the purchase of 
armaments and Germany should agree to furnish Mexico with 
moral support In that eventuality Mexico would take up arms 
against the United States, and Huerta would have his revenge. 
This desire for revenge inadcntally seemed to me to be Huerta s 
driving motive After the interview I sent a cable report to Berlin 
As I left the hotel I caught sight of two familiar faces. They 
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were those of detectives who had frequently shadowed me in the 
past I remained m the vicinity of the hotel until I saw Huerta 
come out, followed by two men, who were apparendy guarding 
him I went after them m order to make sure Huerta entered a 
car, and the two detectives stopped a taxi and followed. There was 
no longer room for doubt that our interview had been observed 
On the same day another disturbing incident occurred; for when I 
returned to my office, still somewhat agitated at my disconcerting 
discovery, I found Mr. Boniface sitting there with his legs crossed 
and very depressed I was by no means pleasandy surprised when 
he told me that he-had extremely disagreeable news 

“ Cut it short, Mr Boniface,” I begged “ I have already had 
enough amusement for one day ” 

My eyes grew wide with astonishment, however, when he told 
me a story that I was at first disinclined to believe He had found 
out, with the help of his shady but very valuable connections, 
that the “ Most Secret Code ” of the German Embassy had been 
stolen British agents had got a girl to make up to a young anji 
badly-paid secretary on the staff of the naval attache The two 
had become friendly, and she had persuaded him that it was absurd 
to exist on a wretched pittance, when he was in a position to earn 
a fortune with a single stroke He had agreed to do what she asked 
of him, and had communicated the immensely important code to 
her, and therefore to the British He was said to have made a copy 
and to have restored the original carefully to its place, which 
evidendy was but poorlv guarded 

This “ leak ” in the office of the attaches was naturally reported 
to me at once from another source It had become known at 
Washington and was actually under discussion at a cabinet 
meeting 

I was very upset It was the code that I had brought with me 
from the admiralt) in Berhn for the use of die embassy, because 
it was suspected diat the old code was in the hands of the enemy 
I thanked Boniface for his information and sent him away 1 
then went immediately to the naval attache, though it seemed to 
me unlikely that the code could have been accessible to a secretary, 
since there was a regulation which prohibited the trusting of a 
cipher to a lower official When 1 was shown into the nasal 
attache, I said 

” Do you know that the ‘ Most Secret Code ’ has gone sir?” 

Captain Boy- Ed exploded 

“ Who says so? Impossible! It is kept here under lock ind key ” 
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Alitvyj Captain? 

Of course, I haven t the tune to lock up every code myself 
That is done by one of the secretaries. 

In Berlin no one under the rank of captain is allowed to put 
away a secret code.' 

* Excuse me. That is my own concern 

This interview convinced me that the code had really been 
stolen, I had a presentiment of misfortune, but I could not yet 
know what fateful consequences this was going to have for me It 
was as well that I did not. 

There ensued some weeks of waiting for the reply to my 
message to Berlin and I was on tenterhooks to hear whether I 
could agree to Huerta s terms I came into frequent contact with 
him during this time, and always found him in excellent humour 
at the turn hts country s fortunes were about to take. 

1 was still waiting for the answer from Berlin which was to 
uncoon my conspiracy with Huerta. It arrived eventually and 
informed me that money was being held for the day when Mexican 
troops would be ready to commence hostilities against America, 
and that German submarines and auxiliary cruisers would appear 
on the Mexican coast to lend their support. It appeared to be 
a matter of ultimate indifference to Gemiany whether the United 
States maintained her secret enmity by supplying munitions to the 
Allies, or came openly into the war on their side. 

On receiving the German Government s reply I drove to the 
Manhattan Hotel but Huerta was not there. I learned from one 
of his fnends that he was expected back in New York at any 
moment, so I waited He had gone to the Mexican frontier to 
discuss matters with his party but though I waited and waited, 
he did not return I sent mv agents out to search for him 
throughout America, but they could not discover a trace. Though 
1 mobilized all my forces, the difficulty of finding one man in 
such a large country was enormous. Boniface came to me one day 
and 1 tola him that Huerta must be discovered at all costs He 
thought that the American federal police must know his where 
abouts, since they were probably shadowing him as an enemy of 
the States Some days went by without news, and I was very 
worried since I was anxious to sec the npemng of the seeds I had 
sown One evening as I was returning from a social function I 
was walking along in evening-dress to find a taxi when a man 
passed me from behind with a swift step I took no notice of him 
but suddenly heard the words 
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“You are being watched Look outl Don’t wait for Huerta. 
He has been poisoned ” 

I kept my control and followed the man with my eyes I 
recognized the gait of Mr Boniface When I got into my taxi I 
was followed by a second car Boniface was right I was being 
watched Later I heard that Huerta had been poisoned by his cook 
in a country house on the Mexican border, though no details of 
his death were ever made public What actually became of him I 
never found out 

Though I was aware that the police were on my track I 
resolved to hold out I had always been so careful that they could 
have no direct and clear proof that 1 had had a finger in so many 
“ shady ” transactions When I entered my bank next morning, the 
official who always attended to my business — he was a German, 
knew my identity, and had often helped me — beckoned to me and 
gave me a letter I read the address and grew pale. On the 
envelope were the words, “ Herrn Kapitanleutnant Rintelen, 
Hochwohlgeboren ” The official whispered to me that the letter 
had arrived by post, and that there had been considerable excite- 
ment at the bank at the discovery that a German officer had a 
very large account through which enormous sums were bemg 
passed Was the letter a trap ? I decided to open it nevertheless, and 
saw it was from the military attache of the embassy I was furious 
at his thoughtlessness and stupidity in addressing me m such a 
fashion Or was it done deliberately ? 

I had not time, however, to yield to gloomy forebodings, for 
I was in the thick of activities whose threads met in my hands 
Responsibility lay heavy on my shoulders In spite of Huerta’s 
death I tried to get the Mexican affair going again, and I was still 
absorbed in my plans when, on the morning of July 6, 1915, an 
attendant came to me m the breakfast-room of the New York 
Yacht Club and gave me a message to rmg up a certain number. 
The naval attache was at the other end of the telephone, and he 
asked me to meet him at a particular street corner When I arrived 
he handed me a telegram, which ran as follows 

“To the Naval Attach^ at the Embassy Captain Rintelen is 

to be informed unobtrusively that he is under instructions to 

return to Germany ” 

What was that? Had I not, but a few weeks ago, distinctly 
asked headquarters in Berlin not to cable my name at all, but to 
send me in writing, in a carefully considered way, their reply to my 
most recent suggestion ? — the suggestion that we should now 
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proceed to bit y up, in guarded fashion the majority of shares in such 
Amman corporauons as were, under their own charter, not sup- 
posed to engage In the manufacture of ammuniuon or accessories. 
That appeared, after all, quite a good scheme one which might 
have thrown a wedge into the machinery of Yankee munitions 
and money nuking 

Man) tear* later— when I finally came home from this 
4 Odyssey ’ — as late as 1921* Anno Domini I learned that this 
suggestion had met with the approval of all and sundry in Berlin 
even with that of the president of the Reich shank. Dr Havenston, 
but was opposed by — Bethman Hollwegl 

I could not understand why this telegram had been sent to me, 
and only knew that tf 1 obeyed it immediately, I should leave things 
in a frightful confusion behind me. 

At an) rate I decided that obedience " in the loftier sense of 
the word, might still admit an appropriate interpretation of the 
recall-order, and 1 therefore wound up my business— unobtrusively, 
however, while I aimed my fnends and helpmates with the 
assurance that within four weeks l should be on the job again, 
for 1 was convinced 1 could run the British blockade and pass to 
and fro at my convenience. 

Captain Von Rmtelen uas arretted by the British on the return 
ro yege and interned in England 



THEY MADE HIM KING IN BORNEO 

By 

OWEN RUTTER 

E arly one morning m August, 1838, a trim schooner flying the 
white ensign began to nose her way cautiously up the Sarawak 
River Standing beside her wheel was a man in the early 
thirties, gazing intently ahead He was an inch or two under 
six feet, with a lithe figure, a handsome face and a sensitive, tender 
mouth It was the mouth of a man who would suffer for the 
sufferings of others, but the shght curl of the bps at either corner 
suggested that he would have die courage to laugh in the face of 
misfortune, and the strength to fight with a high heart 

His widely-set grey eyes were bright with excitement From 
time to time he sang a snatch from a song or uttered a queer little 
chirrup of satisfaction He was happier than he had ever been in 
his life He had reason to be, for he was domg what he had always 
longed to do 

Some men find their places m the world early, some late Until 
the moment he sighted the coast of Borneo James Brooke had never 
found his. He was an adventurer, in the best sense of that often 
misused word It was the spirit of adventure that made him run 
away from Norwich Grammar School When he was sixteen he 
obtained a commission m the Bengal army He was wounded in 
the first Burma War, invalided to England and finally resigned 
his commission without any great regret, for the restriction of a 
public service was too severe a curb on his freedom-loving spirit 
Then he bought a brig, loaded her with a mixed cargo, and 
sailed to the Far East, but the venture was not a financial success 
and showed him that he was not cut out for a trader Yet after 
his travels hfe in England irked him It was “ like drinking 
milk and water after brandy,” he said 

In 1837, the year of Queen Victoria’s accession, his father died 
and left him £30,000 He determined to buy a vessel in which 
he could sail the uncharted waters of the eastern seas He wanted 
to be his own master, to go where he liked, to plant his foot where 
white men had never been before, to see scenes on which educated 
eyes had never gazed, to study mankind m the most uncivilized 
quarters of the world He had no personal ambition, no craving 
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for financial rewards. But even then the thought of suffering 
humarnt) moved him, and as well as his desire for exploration he 
longed to find some unknown land vs here he might be of service 
to his fellow -creatures 

He bought a schooner the Royalist of one hundred and fort) 
two tons burden belonging to the Royal ^acht Squadron My 
darling schooner he called her, the pride of m) foolish heart 
and the li^ht of m) eyes After a cruise in the Mediterranean to 
try his ship and crew, he sailed for the Far East 

His first objective was the great island of Borneo which lies 
athwart the equator in the South China Sea At that time it was 
almost wholly unexplored but the northern and western coasts 
were under the sovereignly of a Malay sultan whose palace and 
capital w*crc built on posts above the water of the Bruni River 

In Singapore he learnt that Rajah Muda Hassim the sultan s 
representative m Sarawak a province on the western coast, had 
lately befriended a shipw reefed British crew and displayed a 
humanitv unusual in Malay princes The Governor of Singapore 
promised Brooke a personal letter to Rajah Muda Hassim and the 
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce invited him to take with 
him a present in recognition of the services the Rajah Muda had 
rendered to British seamen Brooke decided to make Kuching 
Hassim « scat of government, his first port of call That decision 
was to change the course of his whole life. 

He took with him an Englishman as interpreter and lest he 
should find Hassim s temper different from what he had been led 
to expea he added eight stout Malays to his British crew It took 
him over a month to male the passage which now takes four days, 
for he was forced to sail with tne utmost caution, the charts often 
contained errors of a degree or more, and, os he put it afterwards, 
occasional!) he had to dip some hundreds of miles of habitable 
land off the map 

And all the time he had to keep an eye open for the approach 
of a fleet of Iltanum or Balanim pirates, who, in souadrons of two 
hundred sail, were accustomed to cruise in the Malayan seas. No 
trading ships were safe from these ruthless sea-rovers, no coastal 
villages immune from their attacks. They could shelter In a 
thousand lonely bays of the archipelago a thousand rivers gave 
them hiding places whence their swift war-boats could dash out 
to seize a peaceful merchantman or a Chinese junk, and once 
sighted ana marked down scant chance had any vessel against 
those fierce warriors, who, arrayed in scarlet and coats of mad, came 
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sweeping across the sea, brandishing their two-headed swords and 
veiling their war-cries as they leapt on board in quest of slaves and 
plunder 

But although Brooke was to have many a fight with these pirates 
in later days, that first passage from Singapore was uneventful, 
and at last the Royalist anchored at the mouth of the Sarawak River 
Brooke despatched a boat up-stream to Kuching to inform Hassim 
of his arrival, and Hassim replied by sendmg one of his nobles 
in a large prahu to bid the white men welcome to his capital 
No wonder, then, that Brooke was happy that morning as, her 
anchor weighed, the Royalist began to sail up the broad river. The 
oozy flats of twisting mangrove gave place to banks fringed with 
nodding ntpah - palm Ntpah changed to grassy open country, 

broken by rice fields and groves of coco-nut trees, and straggling 
villages with gardens of bananas, sugar-cane and Indian corn. Far 
away in the distance rose and fell a long line of jungle hills 

“ How much farther?” asked Brooke impatiently of the Malay 
pilot 

“ One bend more,” the man replied. 

The schooner rounded the bend and entered a short and narrow 
reach, guarded by a small fort, beyond which lay Rajah Muda 
Hassim’s capital It was not an imposing sight, little more than 
a Malay village, with a row of Chinese shops and a large square 
shed, thatched with palm-leaves, which was the governor’s audience- 
hall But to James Brooke it was the threshold of adventure. 

The Royalist’s anchor w r as let go She saluted Rajah Muda 
Hassim with twenty-one guns The salute was returned with 
sc\cntccn guns from the fort. Then Brooke landed with his 
officers to pay a ceremonial call upon the Rajah Muda 

A man usually recognizes the great moments of life when they 
come to him Brooke w-as accustomed to say that as he marched 
towards the palm-leaf audience-hall in the blazing sunshine that 
morning lie had a convicUon that his meeting with the Malay 
prince was to ha\c momentous results He felt something more 
than the excitement of seeing a new country and of having the 
experience of meeting an Oriental potentate in his own land It 
was as though a door at which he had been persistendy knocking 
were suddenh being opened to him ° 

Raj^h Muda Hassim received him in state, surrounded by his 
ministers and nobles Chairs had been placed on cither side of 
die throne Brooke and his people sat on one side, the courtiers 
upon the other Hassim’s twelve \oungcr brothers sat behind him 
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A crowd of guards and attendants squatted round in respectful 
silence. Musician* placed wild muitc from umc 10 lime. Slava, 
kneeling before the visitors, served them with tea 

Hasstm proved to be a *ma!l plain little man, but he gave the 
Impression of one acemromed to command Hu manner* were a 
pattern of courtcj) and he received Brooke with kindly word* of 
W'dcOTTlC, 

Brooke produced the presents he had brought wuh him bright 
silk* from Surat roll* of scarlet doth itamped velvet, gunpowder, 
sweetmeats, preserved pngcr, jams, dates and syrup* and a huge 
box of Chinese top for Haittm s children 

Hasum received them gravely Conversation did not extend 
far bejond pobtc inquiries after health and profasions of friend 
ship Broole who derated formalities longed to talk to Hasum 
as man to man But he knew tlut would have been a serious 
breach of etiquette and schooled himself to patience- 

Before he took hi* leave how-ever he aid succeed in veering 
the talk once to local poliOcs, He had learnt that the real governor 
of the province was a Brum noble named Makota For centuries 
the Dpi inhabitants had been governed by these Brunt {'angerant 
u ho were accmtomed to squeeze them dry selling them into slavery 
for trifling debts, forcing them to barter their nee beeswax and 
edible birds nests at a fraction of (heir real value If thev refused 
their women and children would be enslaved, or the) themselves 
might be tied to a log and allowed to drift down the nver out to 
sea Makota s rule had been even more oppressive than usual 
Ftnalls the long suffering Dyak had broken out in rebellion and 
the sultan had sent the Rajah Muda, bis heir apparent to suppress 
iu He had not been successful for Brooke knew that hostilities 
had been dragging on for four yean. He ventured to ask Hasnm 
if the war proceeded favourably 

M There is no war, replied Hamm negligently It Is merely 
some child s*play among my subjects. 

Hamm promued to pay a visit to the Royahst next day In 
the morning Brooke again found himself faced with the elaborate 
etiquette of the Brum court Two nobles came ofl to inquire bow 
many gun* Brooke proposed to fire as a salute to their royal master 
Satisfied on that point, they asked if Brooke would go ashore m 
his gig to fetch the Rajah Muda off 

Had Brooke cared to stand on ceremony he might well have 
refused this request. But to him it seemed less trouble to agree 
than to refuse After all Hasnm was a royal prince and hear to 
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the throne of the oldest Malay kingdom m the archipelago So 
he went ashore to meet him, and gave him a salute of twenty-one 
guns 

The procession which approached the gig while the Royalist’s 
guns were booming was such as Brooke had never seen before. 
First came a standard-bearer, carrying the colours of Brum, then 
a band of warriors armed with kns and spears, and men beating 
drums and gongs The officers of state followed, one carrying 
the Rajah Muda’s sword in a golden scabbard, another lus war 
shield, a third his jewel-hilted and wavy-bladed kris Behind them, 
under a yellow umbrella held by a slave, marched the Rajah Muda, 
dressed in royal yellow, with a turban of lilac cloth-of-gold He 
was surrounded by his twelve brothers and his nobles, while a 
crowd of less important dignitaries brought up the rear. 

Brooke conducted the party over the Royalist, which had been 
dressed for the occasion They exclaimed with wonder at the long 
mirrors, they ate and drank in the crowded cabin, and some of 
the Rajah Muda’s followers horrified the Royalist’s officers by 
gobbing out upon the spotless deck the scarlet juice of the betel-nut 
they chewed 

Hassim was puzzled to know why Brooke had come to his 
country, and, on learning that he was not a trader, how he contrived 
to hve When Brooke explained that the Enghsh liked to travel, 
Hassim politely inquired if there were no parts of his own country 
still unexplored But when Brooke mentioned that he had a fortune 
of his own, and so was free to go where he chose, Hassim was 
profoundly impressed and suggested that his visitor must be a 
relation of the Queen of England, of whom Brooke had told 
him That remark showed Brooke the Malay mentality A man 
must be a prince to have leisure and money to enjoy it, and the 
more money he had the nearer he must be to the throne 

Brooke obtained permission from Hassim to make an expedition 
into the interior, on the promise that he would not enter the 
rebellious area Accompanied by two Brum nobles he spent several 
weeks exploring rivers and forests unknown to Europeans and 
meeting Dyaks who had never seen a white face before He 
learned much of Dyak customs and ways of life, and satisfied 
himself that although they had practised nead-huntang from time 
immemorial they were by nature a simple and likeable people 
their primitive condition making them an easy prey for their 
unscrupulous overlords, but as easily capable of naving their con- 
dition improved 
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On Brooke s return to Kuching Hassim was as graacrus as 
before, and presented him with an orang utan which Brooke 
called Betsy He also promised to send letters to Singapore granting 
the merchants free permission to trade with Sarawak As the 
Royalist was about to sail his last words were, Tuan Brooke, do 
not forget mel 

As though to help this remembrance hi* guns continued firing 
until the Royalist was out of sight 

After leaving Sarawak Brooke spent several months cruising 
in the archipelago Then he decided to return home. But Hassim s 


last words still rang in his ears. Moreover, he had been disappointed 
not to have seen mat part of the country which had been in the 
hands of the rebels. By now peace might have been established and 
he would be able to visit it. He deeded to return to Kuching before 


he would be able to visit it. He deeded to return to Kuching before 
he finally sailed for Europe. Looking at this decision in the light 
of after events it is as though a magnet had been drawing him 


towards his destiny 


He reached Kuching again in August, 1840 The Rajah Muda 
received him cordially The chiefs and people welcomed him. 
But he found that the rebellion so far from bang at an end, was 
raging violently Armed tribes of Dyaks were encamped within 


thirty miles of the capital 

This tune Hassim did not pretend to conceal his anxiety There 
was no talk now of the war being child s-play Brooke could see 
that he was scared not only by the approach of the rebels, but by 


the intrigues among his own nobles, led by Makota. He appealed 
to Brooke to help rum 

You have a fine ship Tuan i he said You have men and 
guns. Your aid will put fresh heart into my army and strike fear 
into the hearts of these rebels. 

It was characteristic of Brooke that he could not refuse an apjaeal 
for help, above all when made by one who had shown him great 
kindness. Besides, here was adventure. He agreed to stay 

His first move was to visit Makota s fort up-stream, taking 
with him supplies of sugar tea and biscuits for the army a 
collection of Malays, Chinese and loyal Dyaks. On his arrival 
he made practical suggestions for an active campaign, and urged 
Makota to attack Hchad still to learn Malay methods of prosecut 
ing a war They ate his stores but neglected his counsel Makota 
did nothing The Rajah Muda did nothing The rebels remained 
where they were, inactive but a perpetual menace. 

He waited for weeks, chafing at the delay Finally tired of 
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Makota’s procrastination, he determined to leave Kuching, for 
his stores were running short. 

Hassim received this news with consternation 
"How can you desert me now, Tuan?” he moaned. 
"Surrounded as I am with enemies?” 

Brooke was touched He had never seen a Malay so moved 
Once again he found it impossible to say no Moreover, he knew 
that there was no hope for the country until the rebellion was at 
an end and thought that he might prevent bloodshed and massacre 
if only Hassim could prevail quickly 

So he went up-river again He urged Makota to attack the 
Dyaks’ forts without delay, but insisted that the lives of the women 
and children must be spared Makota listened politely, but all he 
did was to throw up more stockades The rebels seemed to lack 
the initiative to advance. All the two armies did was to beat gongs 
and shout abuse at one anodier Even when Brooke brought up 
some of the Royalist’s guns and made a breach in the Dyaks fort 
he could not rouse Makota to attack 

At last his patience gave out He returned to Kuching, 
embarked his men and guns on the Royalist and once more pre- 
pared to sail 

Hassim entreated him to stay, more desperately than before. 
Tins time Brooke refused 

" Tuan Brooke,” pleaded Hassim, “if you will but stay and 
help me I will give you this province of Sarawak, its government, 
its revenues and its trade The sultan shall make you ruler of 
it All shall be yours if only you will not desert me ” 

An appeal to Brooke’s compassion never failed, but he was 
too honest to take advantage of a frightened prince 

" Let us speak of that later,” he answered " I will stay on 
condition that your highness gives me authority to wage this war 
m my own way If I am successful, and if your highness is of the 
same mind when the war is over, let us talk again ” 

Hassim agreed Brooke took his men and guns back to the 
front f here he found Pangeran Bedrudin, one of Hassim’s 
brothers, who had joined Makota Bedrudin wets a fine type of 
Malay prince, handsome, eager and brave, as anxious to end the 
war as Broole was, and ready to lead the army m person 

Brool e thought that at last his difficulties v-erc at an end But 
even though he w^s armed with Hasvim’s authority, Makota henan 
to ra e fredi objections It was not right, he declared, that Pangeran 
P'uirudtn ‘hould expose himself in an attack If he were killed 
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or wounded the Rajah Muda would be angry The other nobles 
jupporicd Makou Bedrudtn raped Brooke argued in vain But 
the noble* stuck to their point and without Bcdrudin to lead them, 
the Mala)* and the loyal Dyaki would not attack 

F rully Brooke effected a compromise Makou agreed to allow 
the Chinese to attack the fort while the English served the gum 
The attack might have succeeded had not die Chinese leader begun 
to sa) his prayers in a loud voice just a* his men came within 
hearing distance of the encmv stockade. The abrm was given 
tft the fort The rebels began to fling spears and shoot their 
poisoned h’owpjpc darts The Chinese oohed hack to their camp 
and the attack broke down 

In the end it was Broolc and the loy al Dyaft who brought 
matttTt to a liead Makou decided to build a new fort to nut flank 
the rebels and command the n'er Before it was completed the 
rcl<U launched an attacl upon it A Dyak came running to 
Drool e begging for support 

Brooke scircd his arms and calling on his men to follow set 
of! towards the fort As he emerged from the jungle to a ridge 
above the river he saw the rebels creeping up to the unfinished 
itockadc. Thev were llicn within tw-enty hve yards of thar 
ob/rctjve Broolc pa vc the order to charge across a nee field As 
soon at the rebels saw the English sailors advancing upon them 
they turned and boiled flinging down thar musket*, spears and 
blowpipes at they ran 

To make the most of the advantage gained Brooke began a 
bombardment of the rtbelt fort with the Royalists guns. The 
rebels, dismayed by this soldierly activity soon asl-cd permission 
to treat for terms 

That was exactly what Brooke wanted for although he con- 
fessed that he enjoyed the excitement of a fight he disliked 
destroying human life So he agreed to a truce but insisted that 
there must be no delay He would meet the rebel chiefs that very 
night. It seemed a good opportunity to reach a settlement for 
Maktrta had gone to Kuching A meeting place was appointed 
on the river bank between the rebels fort and Makota s camp 

When the time came some of Makou s officers hung bad' 
saying that they feared treachery But Brooke insisted on Keeping 
his promise to meet the rebels and finally they set out. Even then 
the situauon was nearly ruined by one ot the Brum captains 
suggesting that it would be wise to seize the rebel leader when he 
arrived 
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Brooke overheard this proposal He was furious The thought 
that after all his work he should be betrayed by one of his own 
side was more than he could stand He whipped out his pistol, 
pointed it at the Brum, and vowed that he would shoot him if he 
dared to lay a finger on anyone who trusted to a flag of truce 
That was enough No more was said The rebel chief and his 
followers arrived and were not molested 

One can picture that scene the clearing beside the pebbly 
river, lighted oy torches, the gloom of the jungle behind On one 
side the Dyaks, squatting on their hunkers, naked but for their 
bark loin-cloths and the black-and-white hornbill feathers m their 
hair Facing them, Brooke and his white companions, the hand- 
some Bedrudin at his side Behind them the Brum nobles, m 
tight-fitting coats of many colours and head-dresses of cloth-of-gold, 
watchful for treachery and still meditating it themselves 

Brooke wasted no time in talking He proposed his terms 
Unconditional surrender The rebels must hand over their fort, 
burn their stockades and give up their arms The Dyaks agreed, 
on condition that their lives should be spared 

“ I have no power to give that promise,” said Brooke “ The 
Rajah Muda is the ruler of this land and the power of life and 
death is his alone But I will promise to use my influence with 
him to save your lives, and I will be responsible for them until 
his highness’s orders arrive ” 

The rebels agreed to surrender on those terms If one needs 
proof of Brooke’s personal magnetism, his power of inspiring 
confidence, one has it there Those Dyaks had never set eyes on 
a white man before They had been accustomed to tyranny and 
misrule Their Brum overlords had cheated them and enslaved 
them for generations They had never known what it was to have 
confidence in a man who was not of their own race Had Makota 
or even Bedrudin, promised to intercede for them or to guarantee 
their safety, they would not have listened to him Yet they trusted 
Brooke 

Once they had agreed to his terms Brooke gave orders that 
no boats should go up-stream from his camp without his permission 
But the very next morning he saw a large canoe full of Brum 
nobles paddling up the river The chance of looting the unsuspect- 
ing Dyaks was too good to be missed Brooke hailed the canoe 
three times It went on He fired a blank cartridge and then a 
wide ball to turn it back, but the Brum nobles only ordered their 
men to paddle faster It was not until they found they were being 
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fired on In earnest, and that shot was whistling past thar heads, 
that thc\ put the canoe about and returned 

Brooke then went to Kudunc to plead for the rebels bves 
Although he had made them no fair promises, he was determined 
that the) should not be put to death Hut he found the Rajah Much 
uncompromisingly firm Hasstm declared that the rebels had 
forfeited their lives by making war upon his government. They 
must die. It was custom he insisted and there is nothing dearer 
than custom to the Maby heart, 

Brooke argued for hours. There is no doubt that b) this time 
Hasum was genuinely attached to Brooke, and had good reason 
to be grateful to him. But in thts one matter he appeared adamant. 

Finally Brooke rose and said 

If your highness will not grant me these people $ lives after 
all I have done, I can but think that our friendship must be at 
an end 

Onl) then did Hassim gne way Far from wanting to see the 
last of rirookc now that peace was restored Hassim clung to him 
more than ever He ease his solemn word that the lives of the 
rebels should be snared, but stipulated that for a time thar wives 
and children should be held as hostages for thar good behaviour 
and that thar propen) must be given up Having secured his 
main point Brooke agreed 

Then Hassim honourably renewed his ofTcr to make Brooke 
ruler of Sarawak. This time Brooke accepted on condiuon that 
he should be left free to act as he thought best in the interests of 
the countr) and its people 

Hassim declared that it should be to It was the wish of his 
heart he said to sec things mended and he promised to have a 
document prepared for the sultan s seal since the cession would 
not be valid without his highness s consent. 

The weeis went by however, and to Brookes surprise and 
indignation Hassim did not carry out his promise Brooke waited 
on, while Hassim remained in his palace for days on end. 

At last Brooke discovered the reason It became clear that 
Makota was the cause of the delay After the rebellion Hassim 
had formally deposed Makota from the governorship of Sarawak, 
but Makota had not left Kuching and still had influence with the 
nobles of Hassim s court. He had always been jealous of Brooke 
he was more energetic and had quicker wits than Hassim, and at 
the court of Bruni he had the support of Hassim s enemies. So that 
Hasstm in spite of his promise, hesitated to take the deasive step 
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Makota was too clever to defy Brooke openly Whenever the 
two met, he was mild and courteous Then something happened 
that gave Brooke an excuse to act He discovered a plot to poison 
some of his servants It became clear that Makota’s people were 
the guilty parties Brooke went straight to Hassim, laid the case 
before him and demanded redress. Hassim tried to put him off 
with vague promises of inquiry 

But by now Brooke’s patience was at an end He left Hassim’s 
audience-hall, went straight on board the Royalist, mustered his 
people, loaded his guns and brought the schooner’s broadside to 
bear on the palace. 

Then he went ashore with an armed detachment of sailors He 
demanded* an immediate audience with the Rajah Muda, and 
obtained it He denounced Makota as a traitor He declared that 
while Makota remained m Sarawak neither the Rajah Muda nor he 
himself were safe He warned Hassim that he, not Makota, had 
the people behind him, and insisted that the only way to prevent 
fresh bloodshed was for Hassim to proclaim him ruler of 
Sarawak 

This outburst of righteous indignation brought Hassim to his 
senses Like other weak-minded men he was glad to have his mind 
made up for him His vacillation vanished He gave Brooke 
permission to drive Makota from Kuching 

Makota, faced with so determined an adversary, found wisdom 
in flight Once freed from his influence Hassim formally made 
over to Brooke the government of Sarawak, with its dependencies 
and revenues, and with power of life and death over its people, 
in return for an annual payment of ^500 to the sultan of Brum. 
Brooke on his part undertook not to infringe the customs or the 
religion of the people so long as they were not m conflict with the 
dictates of humanity 

These terms were embodied m a deed of cession which was 
prepared for the sultan s seal Armed with this document Brooke 
hastened to Brum, taking Bedrudm with him 

The sultan received him in his audience-hall, a three-walled 
building open on the side which faced the river On the platform 
before the entrance were mounted six brass cannon The sultan 
sat cross-legged on what Brooke recognized as a wooden Chmese 
bedstead which had been carved, painted and gilded to form a 
•throne He was dressed in a jacket of dark-green velvet, and 
loose trousers of heavily-embroidered purple satin On his head 
was a light cloth turban, which did not conceal his baldness A 
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golden hiked kru protruded from the scarlet sarong he wore about 
hit waist. Hu feet were bare, his body short and bloated On hit 
right hand were two thumbs 

He wa» not an impressive figure and the way he peered Into 
Brooke s face reminded him of a half witted child But his greeting 
wot cren warmer than Hasuro s had been He kept clasping 
Brooke s hand and calling him his friend Rather to Brooked 
astonishment he made no difficulties about handing over Sarawak, 
and on learning the amount of the cession money that was to be 
paid, he exclaimed 

I wuh you to be there. I don t want anyone else You arc 
my friend and it is no one s business but mine. The country it 
mine. If I choose to give you all, I can 1 M 

He agreed to take the first year s cession money in kind and 
begged Brooke to send him Brmsh goods, especially sweets. 

And la the shin come before the fasting month begins, he 
begged, or what shall 1 do without dates and soft sugar? 

The deed confirming Brooke as Rajah of Sarawak was signed 
and sealed, and he sailed back with it to Kuching On his return 
he had an enthusiastic reception, for no one had expected him to 
come back alive. 

On September 24 1841, the deed of cession was received in 
state. Surrounded by men carrying torches it was brought from 
the schooner to a raised platform on which stood the minister 
who was to read the proclamation Below him stood Hassim a 
drawn sword In his hand. Near him were his brothers and Brooke. 
The remainder of the company was seated. 

The deed of cession was read and James Brooke was proclaimed 
Rajah of Sarawak. Then Hassim cried in a loud voice 

It anyone present contests the sulun s appointment Jet him 
now declare himself I M 

There was silence. 

Is there any minister or noble who questions the sultan s 
will? demanded Hassim 

Still silence. 

Hassim challenged each of the nobles In turn Each promised 
to obey 

Then Hassim waved hu sword and declared 

Whoever dares to disobey the sultan s mandate, I will split 
his skull 1 ” 

Such was the coronation of James Brooke, first white rajah of 
Sarawak. He became ruler of a territory the size of Yorkshire. 
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with a population of eight thousand Dyaks, fifteen hundred 
Malays and one thousand Chinese 

As time went by the sultan gave him a deed which acknowledged 
his absolute sovereignty of Sarawak, and Great Britain recognized 
Sarawak as an independent state and now protects it from aggression 
from without. Gradually the territory was enlarged by peaceful 
treaty and Brooke devoted his life to the ideal which became the 
smgle purpose of his life . the creation of a free people in an 
independent state He settled the head-hunting feuas which had 
menaced life and property for generations; with the help of the 
British navy he stamped out the pirates who for centuries had 
roved the Malayan seas 

Those who have succeeded him have maintained his traditions. 
The present ra]ah, Sir Charles Vyner Brooke, the third of the 
dynasty and great-nephew of James Brooke, rules over a territory 
the size of England with a population of half a million souls, 
content to follow the selfless purpose of the Brookes, which has 
always been to administer the country for the benefit of its own 
people and not for the advantage of its white rulers 
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Dr SVEN HEDIN 

The exploration oj the Goht Deiert in hfongoha it among the 
molt recent and famout troth of the Stvedsth geographer and 
explorer Dr Seen Hedtn The uhole expedition extended over 
a period of fire years during uhieh time Dr Hedtn and other 
members of hit expedition n hich included Stt edes Germans and 
Chinese made tome martellout direct enes At this time China 
u as in a state of great unrest The expedition was in constant 
danger from bandits on the one hand and the authorities of the 
tartout ditmcis wrrr inclined to treat them inth deep suspicion 
on the other and to refute them permission to proceed This extract 
tells of an anxious time when Dr Hedtn himself a as ill the 
expedition teas split up into small parties and the Chinese 
authorities w ere definitely reported to he hostile to them 

W ilts on the morning of December 7 wc continued our 
march toward* the north wol two of the last sections of 
the great caravan were still camping Wc had not yet 
come far when wc rode pan 0 camel that had refused to follow 
us farther It stood by the road on unsteady leg* and looked at 
us with listless eye*. 

The read leads down through a vaJJry and we again cross the 
mountain-chain that wc ha\c crossed a tew days ago The land 
scape is incomparable in its endless expanse 

From the black mountains in the south there juts out a great 
precipitous rocky spur to the north which teems to obstruct our 
free passage to the west. Before we have reached it however we 
find ourselves quite near the edge of a strongly cut-out drainage 
furrow coming from a valley in the south. There where the 
furrow spreads in the opening of the valley, grow duck fields of 
retd 1 Here the great (Chinese caravan has now set up its tents, 
while our camp lies a short distance farther below The place is 
called Shari holussun, the yellow reeds. A brook with a spring 
of fresh murmuring water flows along between broad ice floes In 
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the north there stretches now as ever the endless sea of the desert, 
and the landscape is one of the most imposing that wc have seen 
since we left Paotow 

Major Heyder is a good shot and hunter. He comes to our 
rescue from day to day, by keeping us constantly supplied with 
fresh meat Near Shara-holussun he killed two splendid buck 
gazelles Two of our men succeeded in purchasing a small quantity 
of millet and sugar from the Chinese In contradistinction to us, 
the Chinese have taken stores of provisions with them which suffice 
not only for themselves, but also for others But they have, indeed, 
an experience which extends over a few thousands of years. 

On December 8 the road ran first of all to the south and south- 
west At a bend there rose up an isolated pyramid-shaped small 
mountatn-top with a heap of stones at its foot All at once the 
thick plant-growth came to an end and we rode through a peculiar 
valley, rising in a straight line, which was scarcely one hundred 
metres broad Black towering mountains descended steeply on 
both sides to the flat bottom of the valley The landscape was 
magnificent, but gloomy 

The valley then broadened out, and we travelled through a 
natural portal of two small eminences crowned with stone land- 
marks, and reached a very inhospitable camping place where 
there was neither water nor pasturage and fuel was scanty. The 
consumption of water for washing of any kind was therefore for- 
bidden, and even the kitchen was asked to economize The dogs 
had to be content with the washing-up water, but could hold out 
without harm on the snow which still lay in patches here and there 

Pams and restlessness disturbed my sleep Not till towards 
mormng did I fall asleep, and when I was awakened by Mento, 
who was makmg a fire in the stove at the accustomed time, Larson 
and the others had already set out, and only Heyder was still 
there to accompany myself and Mento Since I believed that my 
indisposition was only temporary, 1 had not said a word about it 
to Dr Hummel My breakfast, however, remained untouched 
Whilst my yourt was being taken down I sat outside at the fire 

while the sun was rising, and looked at the rose-coloured clouds 
on the eastern horizon 


Then we continued our journey on the via dolorosa of the 
camels A terrible west wind chilled me to the bone, and I longed 
for Camp Seventy-two Fortunately we had only fourteen lalo- 
metres to go to an open spring whose ice-floes were surrounded 
by passable pasturage At the fire, which was already burning 
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Ivtwrcn i 1 *<- tents, I>r Hummel g avc me a fir*t examination and 
inmeduttly fited tl>c diaimm* with unnmLikable ccrtamn a 
new attach of gall Hour*. lie ordered mr rest— m the fir*t instance 
for tcxbv ami tomorrow and H*u tided with him and implored 
me to keep to mv I'd! until the attack wat over My protein were 
c 4 no avail 1 did not feel m had at not to he able quite well to 
continue the jowncT Und r no cirturmtanecs did I want to hold 
up th* march o f the caravan opechllv 01 our pounon wa» critical 
Our camch were turd and our provntont were running low To 
remain a day in Camp Vicnu-two did u* no harm water and 
paituragr were l<ttet tlun utual 1 wa* therefore immediately pit 
to and nursed and rated for like a little child 

During the ten-day a Monpo’ian caravan from An hu reached 
the iping It wat earning harlrv ami flour to Jawktu I lian Two 
da\i prvimivlr thev had come aermi Norm* column and they 
Ink! m that the biter intended to camp toda\ DcccmUr 10 near 
t|>e fptmp of Scbwci three dav* |cmrncy to the southwest of 
here Norm* camel* had marched well and had appeared well 
and active Thu new* wa* comforttng for 1 had keen rather 
aniKnu concerning the co'umn whKh wa* travelling through un 
known rrgicm. The Mongol* themtclvct were thirteen da)-* on the 
ywirncy *mcc leaving An hn and reckoned *ix day* to reach home 

The great qucition now wa* should we mertake Norm Berg 
man and von MarkJiall near Schutci or would onl) our roads 
ami near the ipmg? 

foe several dav* the whole itaff had gone on foot men the 
Chinese Since the strength of our camel* decreased more and 
more and almost daily a new martvr remained Uhind we had 0 
comerve their carrying power and even employ the riding<amcU 
at pack animal*. The Mongo!*, who arc not uted to walking still 
rode and I wa* seated a* uiual in my crow s-ncst 

Dr Hummel walked by my *iJe when we -et out at half-past 
eight on December 11 The air wa* still and the iky covered with 
cloud* 

After a march of two hours he ordered a hair lit a crackling 
fire and put me to bed in furs on the toft and I had suen 
gall none pain* that he gave me an injection of morphia and 
caffetnc winch acted as a relief For a full two hour* we remained 
lying at the fire and then when we continued our journey in the 
tracks of the others, 1 did not exactly lit very firm on my high 
swaying riding animal Never have I longed *o much for camp 
We covered 20 6 1 ilomctrc*, and as hitherto, I drew the route 



DR SVEN HEDIN 


562 

of the march At last we caught sight of the smoke of a camp-fire 
in the distance and finally landed among our party My yourt 
was standing there ready, and I moved mto my “ field-hospital ” 

In the evemng Dr Hummel brought his sleepmg-sack, his furs, 
and other things, mto my yourt, m order to be able to attend to me, 
if it became necessary 

When the following day we moved along m the accustomed 
way behind our caravan, and were at a distance of only another 
two kilometres from our camp, which was No. Seventy-four, 
against the sun we caught sight of two forms that came hurrymg 
to meet us One was Larson, the other Norm It was a great 
joy to us to see Norm safe and sound and to hear that Bergman 
and von Marschall were campmg at the spring of Sebistei scarcely 
fifty It to the north-west 

In Camp Seventy-four, where there was no water and the 
pasturage was bad, Norm remained the night with us It was now 
a question of in some way or other conveying my poor body to the 
spring of Sebistei, where everything — water, pasture, and fuel — 
was to hand, and where the doctor with inflexible firmness ordered 
two weeks’ rest for his patient Just as definitely did he forbid me 
to ride, since the rolling gait of the camel was obviously not 
beneficial to my disturbed gall-stones 

But how in the world was I to get to Sebistei, if I could not 
walk and was not allowed to ride? Naturally there wasn’t any 
vehicle here, and one could not be made with the small store of 
wood we had with us 

Shortage of water forced us already next morning to continue 
our journey to the spring of Sebistei Professor Hsu made the 
suggestion of making a sledge out of tent-poles and boards from 
boxes That could be drawn either by camels or by men But 
Larson explained that, owing to the stony ground, such a convey- 
ance would come to an end after two kilometres He himself was 
for a litter, which might be carried by four mounted Mongols on 
quiet camels I protested, however, that I had no liking at all for 
mounting such a flying-machine, which ran the risk any minute 
of being either crushed between the four camels, or torn to pieces 
if the shying animals pulled in four different directions 

Then December 13 dawned, a day which in the chronicle of my 
life shall be marked with three stars It is one of my most 
cherished memories, for it gave me one of the greatest and finest 
proofs of friendship and devotion that I have ever met I believe 
too that my companions will remember December 13— one thing 
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is certain in anj cate, that the) will never forget how terribly 
heavy I was and how strange it looked canning a living man across 
the ceathlv silent Gobi Desert 

At ha!/ past nine we started out Outside there waited an iron 
bedstead Along die two sides two tent poles ucd together were 
fastened The bed conslitcd of the s’ceping sack and a few cushions. 
In cashmere boots, eat $ skin fur and cap I la) upon it and svas 
covered over with the large sheep-skin The litter with all its 
jppliah a weighed at lean as much as I myself A good fort) 
Lifos weighed on each of the shoulders that earned me As soon 
as I was wrapped up like a mummj the first bearers stepped into 
their placet on a given signal Header and Hummel Norm and 
son Masienluch Idled the litter on their shoulders and started in 
mc*mn After eight minutes Viatic Lama stepped into Hc)dcrs 
place while the other three men onl) changed shoulders. Then 
ness bearers gasc a hand Licliercnz and his servant Charlie and 
also the Mongol Jangiun The rate of marching and the weight 
made it Deceits r) that there should be a change c\cn sesen minutes. 
We thus had two sets of bearers, which relies cd each other so that 
each bearer earned for seven minutes and for the next sesen minutes 
went free I had my watch In m) liand and called a halt when the 
umc was up I also made olwcrs-ations in m) notebook just as 
usual Tlie Mongolian bearers did not understand marching in 
step On their shoulders the movements were in irregular jerks 
I had a feeling of greater rest and sccurii) whenever the four 
Europeans stepped under the litter again 

After about an hour and a half a rest of half an hour was made 
and the litter was set dowrn by the side of a glorious warming fire 
I u'as probabl) the onl) one who needed it for those who earned 
me were wiirm enough with their work Whilst we halted He)dcr 
rode on ahead on Norm s camel and took instructions to Larson to 
send immediately at least eight Mongols to meet us, to relieve our 
first two sets of bearers. They were to ndc, so that they might be 
here as quickl) as possible. 

After the rest of the procession moved on through the wilderness 
/Lieberenz took films and photographs and I confess I was quite 
'curious about the plates, which could not be developed until we 
reached Hami 

At one o clock we halted at a point where saf^sattls provided 
us with fuel again lit a blazing fire and had a sumptuous luncheon 
roasted antelope s kidney and green peas, cakes and butter, tea and 
cream 
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After we have thus refreshed and rested ourselves we continue 
our journey, and my litter swings over new stretches of the endless 
Gobi Mento, Bonk, Matte Lama, and Jangsun arc my bearers 
Relieving now takes place every five minutes. It is half-past three 
and the sun is nearing the horizon I have it straight in front of 
me We enteryfi labyrinth of low dark hills Here the ground 
is undulating/ but that is more noticeable to the bearers than 
to me J 

Another half hour goes by and m front of us there shows up 
a picturesque quickly-moving troop of riders as dark silhouettes 
aggntsf the setting sun They arc ten of our Mongols and Chinese, 
Mho have been sent from Sebistci to meet us They arc riding 
m a quick trot We halt. They dismount, and four of them 
immediately step towards the litter and bear a hand with new 
strength Their steps arc short but quick, and the hills to the side 
of the road disappear at a quicker rate than hitherto Their walking 
does not, however, keep an even step — it is as if one is rowing 
through a ground-swell 

Our procession had now assumed imposing proportions Before 
me rode three Mongols, of whom first one then another covered 
up for me the red ball of the sun on the horizon On both sides 
of the litter rode the Europeans on the camels of the Mongols, a 
guard of honour as it were, and behind me rode the first body of 
Mongols Now we advanced more quickly The sun went down 
and twilight came on 

It gets gradually darker It is cold, and the cold penetrates 
through my furs In front of us the light of a fire is to be seen 
When we reach the first tent — it is Norm’s, Bergman’s and von 
Marschall’s — I call a halt, although Larson has set up our camp 
two hundred metres farther on But I can get no farther, I have 
had enough The litter is set down in the opening of the tent, and 
Dr Hummel finds shelter for me m the heated tent while my yourt 
is being set up 

It was glorious to come mto a heated tent out of the increasing 
cold of evening Here I now lay like a pasha and received the 
envoys of the neighbouring peoples Hsu was the first He sat 
a long while by my bed and was most concerned, as ever, m his 
anxiety and his friendly and wise counsel Then Larson’s tall 
form appeared in the opening of the tent, he gave me a report on 
the state of the caravan Huang, Ting, and Liu came, m order 
to inquire after my health, and several of our servants, too, gave 
expression to their affection and sympathy 
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Cm the etc nmg advanced and my ) ourt wai read) Those who 
''ere living m the ether camp went their wa> and final!) ti became 
calm jru) *ulf with u* Norm told me that fint three and then 
two more chmbdul looking Mongols all armed with Russian arms 
rilVt of pattern had come to hn camp and had talked wan 
our camel attendant! The) were campng at some distance from 
ur and were in possession of about filty splendid camel* How 
the) had corn c lit there one could tmapnc Without doubt we had 
a imal) hand of ro?>ben for neighbour*, and now the) had 
cautious!) approached In order to ascertain our strength and the 
prcnpecu o' a tuddcn attack 

Norm tuegfited (hat we lhould forejtall them and make a 
sudden aft.ck on their camp with all the men capable of bearing 
arm* I enfirel) agreed with him and when I U) awake in the 
evening I meditated on the plan of operation* that we must then 
fo'lou Our military fences would uke die hand of robber* 
prisoners and hand the scoundrel* <ner In rope* to the audiontics 
in Hami their fifty camel* would enter the service of our tired 
earaun in order later to he delivered up hbcivi*c to the 
authorities After *uch a victorious campaign agamn the pest of 
the p-ace/ul trade caravan*, we should enter Hami in triumph and 
be recased a* heroe* throughout the whole of Smkung 

In the interest of ufety we decided to l cep watch b) our tents 
during the night At tw*o o clock I heard firm steps before m> 
yotrtt 1 knew due it was Bergman who was now on guard and 
called him rn o me He came and made the stove up with this 
Hummel wolc up, and we talked umjl four odock and (orged 
plan* for the future 

In the morning it w*aj reported that the band of robbers had 
gone aw'ay, they had probably found us roo strong So our proud 
scheme went up in smoke. 

Camp Severn) five which we had reached in such strange 
circumstances, became die most momentous of our whole journc) 
Here at the spring of Scbistei we entered upon a new stage of our 
adventures, and here the history of our expedition began to get 
troubled and dramatic. 

Well wrapped up in m) sleeping sack, I spent the whole of the 
following day in a senes of import! nt consultations. 1 had long 
tali s with Professor Hsu, Nonn, and Hevder, von Marschall and 
von Massenbach Larson, Bergman and Liebcrenz, and, when it 
was necessary, Dr Hummel drew up minutes. 

Before I was taken ill, it had been our intention to leave Larson 
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and a number of Mongols behind at the spring of Scbistci with the 
heavy baggage, while the whole staff with the necessary baggage 
and provisions and the whole of the hundred and thirteen camels 
proceeded to Ta-shih-to At the shops of the merchants there the 
camels were to be fed up widi strengthening food and left behind 
in the charge of the rest of the Mongols A caravan of hired camels 
was to go to Scbistci, in order to fetch the large baggage and Larson 
and his Mongols I myself and the whole staff together with the 
Chinese servants, on either hired camels or the best of our own, 
would have continued our journey by Tash-bulak to Harm, which 
we should have reached by Christmas 

In consequence of my illness our plan was altered so that Dr 
Hummel and I were also remaining behind at Scbistci The doctor 
firmly persisted in his opposition to my continuing the journey on 
a camel, and ordered me complete rest in all circumstances Mean- 
while, it should be possible for our party that was riding on 
towards the west to get hold of a cart with a team of mules and 
horses, on which, without needing to be apprehensive of a relapse, 
I could journey to Hami When Larson heard of die band of 
robbers near Sebistei, he considered the danger to the heavy baggage 
much too great, and proposed to take it to Ta-shih-to with our own 
animals He wanted to march by night, so that the camels could 
pasture throughout the whole of the day I approved his plan the 
more readily as I had always had a dislike of leaving valuable 
baggage behind — one indeed never knows for certain when one 
will be able to fetch it later 

Norm now made the proposal that he and Bergman should stay 
with me and Hummel, especially as they would then have an 
opportunity to make an extensive and thorough geological and 
topographical investigation of the neighbourhood of Sebistei, which 
was m many respects interesting For that they required from one 
to two weeks Moreover, they would both have more than enough 
of notes and the working-out of their results to deal with 

Concerning Muhlenweg we were alarmed and anxious He had 
completely disappeared, it was as if he had been swallowed up by 
an abyss On the last days’ marches we had neither seen his 
track nor found letters from him. We asked ourselves if he had 
turned off on the more southerly and more direct road to Hami and 
had abandoned Ta-shih-to, which hes on the road to Barkul When 
he had parted from us on Ikhen-gol, he had provisions for barely 
a week But he had his rifle with him and could shoot antelopes 
He scarcely ran a risk of starving, for m case of extreme necessity 
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he could kill the worst of his four camels. He was, moreover, a 
regular dare-devil, and a man who right in broad daylight and 
amid a thousand dangers had fled out of French captivity does not 
get lost on the road to Hami The help which we had expected 
from him had not appeared of course, and 11 was not impossible 
that our large caravan would pick him up on the way and bring 
help to the helper — instead of the reverse 

Late in the evening those who were leaving gathered in my 
your/ to say good-bye I said a sincere goodbye to each one 
separately and expressed the hope that the) would soon succeed in 
raising the relief that we needed— camels, cart and provisions. 

Hummel and I had scarcely fallen asleep when at half past 
three on December 15 there sounded the reveille so pregnant with 
fate. At a ouarter past five the caravan started out in pitch-dark 
night An hour later von Marsehall Liu Chin and Ottehong 
started out on the march with Norm s seven best camels. Finally 
at seven o clock Profesvor Hsu with Huang and the servant Wang 
followed them Meanwhile, Norm had found in the careful 
examination of our provisions, that of certain things we had only 
insufficient stores He therefore wrote to Larson that it would 
be best if they hurried with all possible ipeed since we had flour, 
rice, sugar, salt, and other things, only ror ten days. This letter 
he sent with Professor Hsu 

The Christmas festival had passed away the last week of the 
year went by the new year 1928 commenced and still wt were 
stuck fast here in the middle of the desert like ice-bound polar 
explorer s, waiting for relief The Swedish flag on the Flag Height 
sent its call for help its SOS towards the west across the sea 
of sand, but the longed for help did not come Throughout the 
whole day there was a wild storm, which went like ice through our 
airy dwellings, it was dark and gloomy, but we were in radiant 
spirits. 

On January 3, it was reported to us by Wang our cook that 
flaked oats, sugar, alt, pepper, coflee ana preen peas were at an 
end, that the next day it was for the last time that we should be 
able to bake bread and that we had only a few handfuls of nee 
left But we still had pea soup powder, cocoa and tea and our 
servants a quantity of millet. Water we had and Bergman shot 
each day at least one gazelle 

Early next day Mento woke us with the words T wo riders 
are coming from the west. We sprang up as if stung by tarantulas. 

How far away are they? — Three It On the Flag Height the 
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large telescope had already been set up One could see that they 
were Mongols They were riding quickly towards us on their 
camels. Now they were quite near, and we recognized Bonk and 
Sanje Gipche They sat weather-tanned and secure on their riding- 
ammals, were wrapped in baggy sheepskin furs, which were held 
together by body-straps, and had red fur-lined bashli\s on their 
heads In five nights they had rode here from Ta-shih-to, bringing 
for us with them fifty catties of flour and several exciting letters 
from our party Marschall informed me that he had heard that 
Hempel, Haslund, and Muhlenweg had reached Hami, and that 
Walz under military protection had been seen on the road to 
Urmchi “ The soldiers here look wild, but are friendly Beware 
of believing that they are robbers A happy new year 1 ” 

In another letter Hsu Ping-chang told of his and Heyder’s 
journey to Ta-shih-to Of this Heyder himself gave an arresting 
report 

On the first day he had shot six gazelles and seen a wild camel. 
On December 17 no water, a strong west wind Two camels dead. 
The 18th a fierce snow-storm One camel was shot so that they 
might have meat The 20th . the storm increases in strength 
They remain still The 21st a raging snow-storm Impossible to 
start out The 22nd two camels frozen to death All the others 
exhausted It was decided to leave Larson and two Mongols 
behind with the whole baggage, while the rest continued the march 
with the camels and the most indispensable things The 23rd 
started out with a hundred and two camels, of which two died on 
the way No water, but snow The 24th a fierce snow-storm; 
only a march of three kilometres; no water The 25th a storm; 
two camels collapse The Mongols receive flour for the last time; 
will then live simply on camel’s flesh The 26th a fierce wind, one 
camel dead, another is shot for meat The 27th another camel 
collapses The 28th they reach four yourts, the first since Etsin- 
gol, and buy flour, sugar, and five sheep The 29th they reach 
Ta-shih-to A camel dies They hope to reach Harm m seven 
days The two Mongols are sent off to us 

Finally, Larson reports that he was situated one hundred and 
sixty li to the west of us, that a four days’ snow-storm had broken 
the camels’ power of resistance, and that he himself could make do 
with the store of flour that he had 

With this we had received the first news, although not of the 
outer world, yet of our own forward detachments, and we had 
learnt of one and another of the hard times which they had had to 
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encounter Then when we returned to our accustomed occupations 
again our longing for the relief was greater than ever 

When January s dawned, we four Swedes had been at the 
spring of Sebma tor tuenij four days. The hours went their 
accustomed course. But onl) until 7.20 p m., for then a change 
took place which, at one stroke, transferred us from the realm of 
plans and dreams into the world of hard reality 

We were all four lining at the writing taole in my yourt 
Hummel and I were writing Bergman was studying Asiatic 
archxolog) and Norm was working on his latest chart. There 
was a crackling in the stove otherwise all was quict—ercept for 
the wind whicn roared round the yourt Then there was a knock 
at the door ! Our servants ncser knocked, but simply entered 
The dogs had not harked 

It is Marschall 1 cned, fully convinced 
Yes, It s Marschall he answered in pure Swedish, and added 
‘Have you anjlhlng to drink, lads? 

I doubt if cser in his life Marschall has been so affectionate!) 
tended and eared for as on this evening We fairly dragged him 
into a corner and made him a bed betwren cushions and furs and 
poured him out a good dnnk He was frozen stiff right to the 
marrow of his bones Mento had to make the stove up, so that it 
glowed and shot out sparks Meanwhile, in his accustomed calm 
and easy manner, Marscliall answered the storm of questions that 
buzzed about his cars. 

Arc you alone? 

No I ha\e Ottehong and three Chinese with me, twenty five 
hired and five of our own camels, a sedan-chair, and several letters 
from our party ’ 

Yes, but tell me how your own journey has gone off 
Splendid After a trying forced ride I reached the little 
village of Mu-ohr-go where among wild, turbulent soldiers, I 
felt something like Hildebrand in the camp of the Huns. I joked 
and drank with them, we became friends, and they helped me to 
hire camels, buy provisions, and procure the wood for your sedan 
chair which we cut into shape in a twinkle Then I humed back 
here and have been seven days on the way and have had to remain 
sail for three days on account of a snow-storm, and then froze 
terribly The day before yesterday I spent the night w'ith Larson 
and gave him a supply of mutton. Today the road seemed as if 
it would never come to an end We covered kilometre after kilo- 
metre, sometimes I rode, sometimes I went on foot, m order to 
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keep my blood in circulation I was about half an hour’s journey 
m front of my caravan At last I could see the glittering ice-floes 
by the spring of Sebistei and shortly afterwards the tents and the 
flag-mast And now here I am” 

We thanked Marschall for having carried out his difficult task 
m so excellent a manner He had had, it is true, the student Liu 
with him as interpreter, but he would never have succeeded in his 
commission if he had not possessed his excellent humour and the 
ability to get on well with both Chmese and Mongols Everybody 
liked him, and all competed against each other m helping him As 
a sign of our gratitude we now elected him a Swedish fellow-citizen 
In conclusion, Marschall also told us, as a secondary matter 
of little importance, that certain difficulties had placed themselves 
m our way He believed, however, that these could be overcome, 
as soon as I was in Harm Wild rumours had been m circulation 
concernmg us We were, it was said, the vanguard of an mvading 
army, which had evil designs against Sin-kiang Troops had been 
called out and the caravan traffic towards the east had been stopped, 
in order to rob us of the possibility of buymg provisions m the 
desert Except for two hundred letters which had been sent to 
Harm, our whole European post had been sent to Pekmg, so that 
there it would be thoroughly examined and scrutinized Already 
now it could clearly be seen that we were under very great suspicion, 
and that the fears were perhaps justified which prophesied for 
us that we should be compelled to go back again from Hami on 
the roads that we had come Perhaps we should not be allowed 
to enter Sm-kiang at all, which was the true object of our great 
plans Were all our hardships and sacrifices really to be m vain? 

Now the hour of our deliverance had arrived In a fierce north- 
west storm and with twelve degrees of frost, the baggage was 
packed, and the sedan-chair was fastened to its long poles, covered 
with a tilt, and padded soft with blankets The new Chmese 
caravan men had set up a tent for themselves out of poles and 
covers, which resembled a Lapp hut, when the wind blew it 
down, they bmlt a hut for themselves out of boxes, m which 
they kept a small fire burning During the storm the gazelles 
were more careless than usual, and Bergman shot four — a welcome 
addition to our larder 

Oh, these eternal icy wmter storms I On January 7, too, wc 
still had to remain With their bulky loads the camels cannot 
start out against the wmd The next day the storm had abated, 
and immediately after sunrise Norm was ready for marching with 
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his section One of his strings five camels, mutinied and threw 
off its loads. But the rest could be held ui check and a short 
time later Norm s caravan disappeared in the west. Then we 
others followed and resigned the spring of Sebistci to the great 
lonely desert. I had of course not quite recovered yet and had 
to take care of myself The two camels which carried me were 
tied one behind the other The extreme ends of the poles of my 
sedan-chair were placed through the loops of strong ropes which 
were fixed crosswise between the humps of the camels. Memo 
mounted the front camel and the cunous conveyance started in 
motion 

In the night the temperature fell to 267 degrees below zero 
and on the morning of the 10th it was bitterly cold The snow 
increased it !aj in the hollow's from one to two feet deep When 
it became evening we at last caught sight of the light of a fire, 
and soon afterwards I was sitting in Norm s tent The camp 
was bad, fuel was scanty, to get water we had to melt snow 
Bergman s and Marschali 1 nding-camels had broken down on the 
way 

Fortunately we had onl) eight kilometres to march the next 
day, for the wind was terrible and the cold biting We were 
therefore glad when on coming round a hill, we caught sight of 
Larson s fixed camp Wrapped up in his great red Mongolian 
fur, my splendid caravan guide came to meet me. He cncd 
out, as happy as a sandboy Welcome and best wishes for the 
New Year ' He had made for himself out of boxes a hut with 
a forecourt, which protected the entrance against drifting snow 
The interior of his dwelling had a floor space of 23 by 3 1 metres, 
the walls were hung with camel-coven and the roof, which 
rested on saddle poles, consisted of the same building material 
Under a four-cornered flue the fire burnt in its iron tolga and 
here the tea-kettles were boiling and antelope meat was sizzling 
in the frying-pan Five Swedes, a German and two Mongols, 
Serat arm Matte Lama, took their position* round the fire place, 
and wc guests, hungry and frozen through as we were all did 
justice to the breakfast. 

On January 12 we again took leave of Larson and continued 
our journey towards the west, between black clean-swept hills, 
which towered up out of the white covering of snow Slowly 
and monotonously my sedan-chair swung along over quartz rubble 
and snow which gave under foot until a quite unusual picture 
suddenly rose up In the distance. There numerous camels were 
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pasturing, and there smoke rose up from a tent at the foot of a 
hill Was this a merchant caravan, or were they some of our 
party? When we reached the place, Saran Gorel and three hired 
Chinese came hurrying up to my sedan-chair and saluted me 
They had been sent with fifty camels to bring help to Larson, 
and were glad that they had met me and learnt that they had 
only another twenty-two kilometres to their goal 

Saran Gorel handed me a packet of letters They were from 
members of my staff and were read out aloud m Norm’s and 
Bergman’s tent Very bad news! We had fallen between the 
millstones of the internal politics of China Would they grind us 
to pieces? Would everything be lost? 

I had already sent Walz on ahead from Etsm-gol to Urumchi, 
to report our coming to Yang, the governor of the province, and to 
fetch our post and the money which, thanks to the accommodating 
spirit of tiie postal authorities m Peking, had been directed for us 
to the capital of Sm-kiang 

Under the date of November 25 Walz wrote from Hami that 
he and his servants with their eight camels had crossed the desert 
in night marches, often without a road and without water A 
camel had died, a second they had had to leave behind m a village 
m the neighbourhood of Harm. When on November 11 he reached 
the frontier of Sm-kiang, he was encircled by twenty frontier-nders, 
who, in order to instil respect into him, loaded their rifles before 
his eyes In spite of vigorous protests he was kept as a prisoner 
for six days In the meantime a noyen, chieftain, arrived, accom- 
panied by two mounted squadrons, four flags and four trumpeters 

At last Walz received permission to continue his journey to 
Hami, under military protection They took a short cut along 
the foot of the mountain range, through ice and snow For the 
camels the road was very difficult During one dark night three 
of them together with a rider slipped down an incline, without, 
however, coming to any harm When Walz reached Hami on 
November 21, he had covered seven hundred and thirty-three 
kilometres 

In Hami he was led into a house with a courtyard, at the door 
of which two officers and twenty men kept guard The following 
day he received a visit from the brigadier-general, Liu Darin who 
subjected him to an examination ’ 

“ I must get to Urumchi as quickly as possible, m order to 
carry out important commissions, and I am provided with passport 
and arms licence,” Walz explamed. r v 
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* You mutt wait here until I get instructions from Urumchi, 
replied the general 

Walz was disarmed and his whole baggage investigated Every 
thing was made otf with and gone througn tor money and opium 
A metal un box belonging to Liebercnz, which contained films 
was broken open as the key wain t with it Nothing was damaged 
however The young postmaster Chen who speaks English, acted 
as interpreter Then one dav after another went by, and letters 
went to and fro between Wale and Liu Dann The Bavarian 
major, who won’t be played with demanded that the general, 
who had detained him for twelve days against his will should 
pay all expenses for him his men and nis camels. If he did 
not receive a definite reply next day declared Walz, he would 
himself telegraph to the governor m Urumchi Finally, Liu 
Dann gave the major permission to proceed to the capital on 
November 37, but not on horseback but in a cart, and accompanied 
by a mounted bodyguard So much for Walz s letter 

In a second report Muhlcnweg, whom I had sent out to 
Ta shih-to on November 25 from the camp of Ikhen-gol described 
his adventures. Unfortunately as a result of his humed and 
adventurous journey, which he mostly had to undertake in the 
night time, he had not been able to make a sketch-map of his 
road, and it is therefore not always easy to follow his tracks. Only 
a daredevil such as he could carry out such a march. 

After eight days he had reached the spring of Sebistei, which 
I reached with the large caravan a week later The three men 
then continued their journey’ by night, and on December 5 came 
across a solitary camel rider, a lama who came from Lhasa and 
during the last twenty-five days had only seen a single MangoL 
He gave them information as wtII as he could about the neighbour 
hood. Then they had flour and antelope meat for one day more. 

On December 6 they wandered towards the south and after 
a lon£ search found a path which might run in the direction of 
Harru When, however, they noticed on the following day that 
no flocks of cotton from the camel packs had been caught on the 
thorn bushes, it became clear to them that this road dia not come 
from Hami, for it is from there that the cotton caravans start 
out. The next day they found a caravan road with flocks of 
cotton, and knew that they were on the right track. At midnight 
they camped at a spring at which Hem pci, Haude, and Haslund, 
had also rested with their caravan, which was dearly to be seen 
from empty preserve tins and thrown away scraps of paper 
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On December 9 they came past a rmn to the side of the 
road Muhlenweg and Banche rode up to it, whilst Lo Chang 
went on with the pack-camels Thev could see how he made 
straight for a second rum, in which a troop of' unknown men 
were stoppmg Their horses were tethered in the neighbourhood. 
The strange men looked at each other and began to speak to Lo 
Chang Muhlenweg immediately hurried up to them, holding 
his revolver ready, and Banche came pale and frightened behind 
Lo Chang declared that the ten men armed with rifles were 
soldiers Muhlenweg ordered his two men to go on and himself 
led the camels down mto the valley But then the leader of the 
troop rode after him and ordered him to stop, at the same time 
loading his rifle 

“ Snow me your passport,” he said roughly 
“ First show me your own,” answered Muhlenweg 
“ I don’t need a passport But here is my chief’s visiting card.” 
“ Well then, here is my passport and my arms licence ” 

“ If you want to continue your journey to the west, you must 
hand over your arms to us Otherwise you must go back on 
the road you have come ” 

Meanwhile the whole troop had mounted their horses and 
surrounded the pair 

“ Our road goes to Sin-kiang and we have no intention of 
allowing ourselves to be held up,” declared Muhlenweg. 

“ All right, but then first hand over your arms to us ” 

After this had taken place, they all travelled together towards 
the west and late in the evening set up the camp To Muhlenweg’s 
question, whether other Europeans had come through the neigh- 
bourhood, the leader replied “ Yes, first one man and then five 
They are now all prisoners ” 

On the following day they continued their journey Near 
the road some antelopes were grazing Muhlenweg asked for his 
rifle His request was also granted him, but the antelopes had 
made off in time. For some time they followed the road to Hami, 
but afterwards left it again and rode across country Our party 
found their position uncomfortable The soldiers were not wearing 
proper uniforms and gave rather the impression of robbers 

After a while they rode into a gorge-like valley and halted 
finally in darkness in front of a cave, in which, so they said, their 
chief dwelt and two fires were burning Spring water and reeds 
were in the neighbourhood, but no chief was there He had 
obviously gone on the An-hsi road to Hsing-hsing-hsia, they said, 
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and thither they mu it alio take Muhlenweg Since, however, the 
latter stubbornly refused logo an) where other than to his destination 
of Harm, the men declared they would ha\e the chief fetched b) 
messenger, and until he armed Muhlenweg and his servants 
would dc their prisoners They receded permission however, 
to set up their tent before the entrance to the case. 

Muhlenweg went into the cave and was well received Inside 
he noticed nothing other than riding saddles and on that account 
doubted that the mysterious companions were robbers Banchc 
full of fright stuck to his opinion that they had fallen into the 
hands of a robber band whilst Lo Chang was convinced that 
the) were reall) soldiers In the middle of the night Muhlcnweg 
was awakened by Banchc down on his knees, reciting lamaist 
prayers- When nc asked him what the matter was the Mongol 
answered that they were in the hands of robbers and would 
ccrtainl) luve to give up their lives. The nder who had been 
sent out after the chief had returned alone after half an hour 
Irt Banchc s opinion the whole thing was onl) done to deceive 
them- The robbers only wanted to draw them deeper into the 
desert, in order then to be able to plunder and murder them 
unhindered 


The following day they really went on with thar prisoners. 
Towards evening the troop rode on ahead in order to light a fire 
and set up the camp Only the leader who likewise was nding 
on a camel, remained with the three prisoners Muhlenweg felt 
a strong temptation within him to fall on the fellow, tear the nfle 
out of his hand and fly But then Lo Chang reported that a 
caravan wai to be seen on the right 

I want to know what sort of caravan that is, Muhlenweg 
explained to the Chinese leader, it may be one of our own 
sections,’ The Chinese had no objection but made in a quick 
trot towards the caravan Lo Chang went on in the tracks of 
the troop of riders, but Mflhlenvvcg and Banchc remained still. 
It was already beginning to get dark. 

* Now our hour has come/ said Mflhlenweg to his companion, 
they are in fact robbers. We must escape tonight 
Banchc was nervous We have nothing to eat 
That makes no difference Here we can escape The night 
is dark. We must hurry to the north and then sharply to the west 
We must sacrifice the camels suggested Banchc, who had 
allowed himself to be persuaded, otherwise they will find the 
tracks, and in the mountains the camels will make bad progress. 
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“ All right, wc will leave the camels behmd If they are 
robbers, then they will steal the annuals, if they are soldiers, we 
shall get them back” 

Banche had a piece of fat, which was the entire provisions, and 
Muhlenweg took half of the travelling-chest, three hundred and 
fifty dollars, which he could conveniently carry. The other half 
remained in the saddle-bag of one of the camels and was lost for 
ever. Then, on foot, they left their pasturing camels and soon 
came into a mountain valley. Where the ground was composed 
of soft dust or sand, Banche trailed his fur behmd him, m order 
to obliterate their tracks He soon got tired, however, and suggested 
that they should walk on their toes, so that their footprints resembled 
those of the wild asses 

They marched half the night, then, tired as they were, rested, 
but did not risk lighting a fire, so as not to give their probable 
pursuers any indication of their whereabouts What shall we 
do if they come, they thought But no one came They marched 
the whole of the next day up to four o’clock, then they were 
completely exhausted and had to take a rest Now the fat came 
to an end and at a spring they found water covered with ice 
After a new march they slept in the night from eleven to one 
o’clock, when the cold roused them The following day they 
discovered good drinking-water but had nothing to eat They 
lighted a small fire, ana then the wild pursuit went on On 
December 12 they wandered throughout the whole day and the 
whole night When day dawned they could hear the roar of 
flowing water A brook at lastl On its bank they lighted a fire 
Then they threw sand over the glowing cinders and so got a 
warm bed to sleep on. After two hours Banche woke his master, 
saying . 

“ Today we shall see heaven.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“ Yes, I can hear a cock crowing ” 

They immediately started out and came to a simple house, 
in which a Chinese lived Here they ate their fill and drank tea, 
bought flour and meat and an ass, and m the afternoon went 
on with their journey on the great road to Hami. 

After they had marched for an hour, they met two mounted 
soldiers of Mongolian race, who put a number of questions to 
them and then rode away again m a gallop. After ten minutes 
a whole troop of riders appeared, whose leader instituted a new 
minute examination Muhlenweg was master of the Mongolian 
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language and answered all question* dearly and plaml) The 
two were now led to a courtyard with several your it soldiers, and 
Hor kb. The commander in<ltief of the troop lived in a mud 
house on whenc cltcy ut down and conversed He had heard 
that two forctgn prisoners Had escaped, and now knew that they 
were the two that had been arrested here They would however, 
ret their camels back the following dav he assured Muhlcnwcg 
Urn neither on December 14 nor 15 did the animals come. There 
had licen rumours that a great caravan of Europeans was approach 
ing and that late in the autumn twelve hundred men in eighty tents 
had camped on Dun gol Now he wanted to 1 now if we belonged 
to Teng Huangs army The whole of die eastern part of 
Sin kune had been molnhzed on our account 

On the tf«th Muhlcnwcg made the plain declaration If I 
haven t m) camels luck tomorrow and we arc not gtven two 
horses we shall go on foot to Harm The) got horse*. In the 
village of I kw'ji ihu (hey met \\ air * Mongol Sarthe and on (he 
18th they continued tlieir ndc and reached Hami where General 
Lui took them in charge and conducted a new crosv<xamination 
On the land Lo Chang arrived with the two camels for which 
he was reiponublc Muhlemvcg immediate)) sent ui help and 
on this occasion too showed what a splendid man he is 

From Haslund who had been Hem pel s and Maudes caravan 
guide, 1 received a letter dated Harm Doremher 18 In the village 
of Mwo-go his column had been intercepted b) Mongolian and 
Mohammedan soldiers, disarmed and held prisoners for eleven 
da)*. On the march across the desert the) had lost onlv three of 
thar twenty four camels, from which it is clear how well Haslund 
had carried out his commission That in Hami they were anything 
other than welcome was only too clear One can see that 
something is wrong there Hts request to be allowed to hurry to 
meet my column in the cast had been refused. 

Dr Haude gave a more detailed account of the march of the 
column across the Gobi Desert from October 31 to November 27 
when the) reached Miao-go and were forced to make a halt. They 
were strongly guarded— on December 3 they counted eight 
hundred riders, and this force was afterwards strengthened sull 
more. On the following day the column received a communication 
from Governor Yang saying he did not wish the expedition to 
come to Sin kiang He had already previously telegraphed to 
Pel ing that he did not wish to see the expedition in his province. 

Hcmpcl, Haude and Haslund who also had von Kauli 

T 
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Dettman, and the student Li in their column, therefore drafted a 
telegram m English to Governor Yang, which was despatched to 
Hami and handed m at the telegraph station there 

On December 6 the leader of the column, Major Hempel, 
received a favourable answer from Governor Yang, who allowed 
twenty-six members of the expedition, that is to say, the whole 
staff, to continue their journey to Sin-kiang, subject to the three 
conditions disarmament, examination of the baggage, and the 
leaving behmd of all servants and camels at the frontier 

On December 9 the section again set out on its march, and 
in three days reached Harm, where all arms were immediately 
handed over and the whole baggage was carefully examined Not 
until towards the end of the month did the members of the 
column receive a part of the money that we had had transferred 
from Peking to Urumchi, and on the 29th they at last set out 
thither m three carts 

In a letter of December 24 Haude further reported that it had 
been forbidden them to take photographs and draw maps and 
to set up a meteorological station in Hami 

But — all’s well that ends well, and so I must further mention 
in conclusion a letter written by Professor Hsu from Ta-shih-to on 
December 31 It is calm and dignified and expresses the hope 
that all the difficulties that we encountered on the frontier will tie 
solved 

After much difficulty, all Dr Hedin’s party reached Hami, and 
managed to persuade the authorities that they were neither spies 
nor bandits themselves Eventually, they were granted permission 
to continue their journey — Ed 



THE CURSE OF ANCIENT EGYPT 

MICHAEL GEELAN 

X 

f-r<Hnz u a magic and a glamour about boy king* and their 
I stones that bring the human touch to regality and pomp 
and gilded circumstances. The flame of their youth lights 
the high and gloomy comers of State and the murky cob-wcboed 
comers of history with a warm and abiding glow 

They arc tnc little heroes of fairy stones that come too 
desperately true- The romance of them fascinates, the reality of 
them repels. Hearts ache for them because they arc tossed, so frail 
and unsuspecting, into that whirlpool of intrigue that for ever 
eddies around the steps of a throne. They arc as much the play 
things of others as their own toys. They arc cast and moulded 
like tin soldiers. They can never be as other children arc. 

About them lingers an aura of something that is forlorn and 
sad and tragic. Petted while they lived, they arc to be pitied when 
the crown has tumbled from the head too young to bear an ana cut 
burden 

But none will deny the romantic appeal of these Innocents of 
the inevitable. And the greatest of all the boy kings of history 
is Tutankhamen, anaent Pharaoh of Egypt, who after sleeping 
peacefully for over three thousand years in tnc Valley of the Kings, 
west of Thebes, was disturbed in November, 1032, by those who 
raped his tomb in quest of that knowledge which scholarship seeks 
so ardently and snatches so ruthlessly 

It was undoubtedly the most wonderful discovery ever made 
in the annals of archxological history It quickened the pulse of 
the cultured world Even the man in the street, caring utile for 
the buried history of anaent Egypt or the resting-places of its kings, 
was thrilled and dazzled by the stones that winged thar way west 
ward to tell of the breathless splendour the sheer glory and wonder 
of that which had been revealed to man s eye for the first tune for 
»o many centuries. 

Under the fierce glow of twentieth-century arc lamps, the tomb 
yielded secrets that were stunning even to seasoned excavators. 
They were the new wonders of the world The floating a ties that 
modem men had built to scale the oceans, the planes they had 
579 



MICHAEL GEELAN 


58O 

fashioned to scale the skies, the boxes that produced music, thb N 
cables that ran beneath the sea, the mechanism that flashed voices 
and song from continent to continent were, for the time being, as 
nothing compared with the inanimate treasures that had lam with 
King 1 utankhamen in his long sleep 

These things from out of the dead past seemed incomparable, 
so lovely, so delicate were they, creations fashioned with such 
patience, such scrupulous artistry and grace that the finest lines and 
weavings of this new and different age and civilization seemed 
crude and ugly 

But the mood of November, 1922, and a little while afterwards 
was transient Tutankhamen’s name, which had vibrated with 
almost ethereal lilt, was echoed with a coarser note It became a 
street call and a music-hall joke 

Then the great “ general public ” forgot But over in the 
Valley of the Kings the digging and the prying went on for several 
years more With infinite care and patience they prised away 
every secret that the good earth had locked away in the boy king’s 
tomb Everything they found they handled with reverence, not 
because it belonged to ancient Egypt and to Tutankhamen but 
because it belonged to archaeology and was of the stuff of which 
museums and stilted tomes can be filled They opened the 
beautiful blue stone sarcophagus crusted with gold, so that the arc 
lights beat upon the mortal remains of the Pharaoh, and m time 
their work was done 

I am no Egyptologist I merely tell in crude and painfully brief 
outline of the adventures of the boy king Tutankhamen in life and 
m death The work of the excavators was an adventure, too, but 
how can it compare with that of this astounding child who was 
twice illustrious — three thousand years ago, and in our own time 

There is a legend of this land that the bones were once found of 
the little murdered princes in the tower But it is only a legend, 
with litde substance, a pale ghost of a story Even if it were true, 
what comparison would it stand with this revelation m the Valley 
of the Kings? In the tower a few powdering bones In the valley 
a king whose body is still tangible, whose rich funeral trappings 
still endure By such a contrast is realization sharper 

The rights and wrongs of disturbing the slumbering boy king 
have been debated For a long time to come it will be asked 
whether there was a price to pay for intruding on the hidden peace 
of the royal dead, a penalty grim, mysterious and baffling The 
curse of Tutankhamen. 
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Wc have the word of Professor J C. Mardnif, an eminent 
French Egyptologist, that inscribed at the entrance to the boy king s 
tomb was this dread warning 

44 0 ye bangs from above 0 ye bangs from below! Phantoms 
ruling the breasts of men ye of the crossroads and the great high 
tuays wanderers beneath the shade of the night! And ye from the 
abysses of the west on the fringes of the twilight dwellers in the 
caverns of obscurity a ho rouse terrors and shuddering and ye 
wallers by night whom I will not name friends of the moon and 
ye intangible inhabitants of the world of night 0 people O 
denizens of the tombs all of ye approach and be my witnesses and 
my respondents! Let the hand raised against my form be 
withered! Let them be destroyed who attach my name my 
foundation my effigies the images life unto me! 

An ominous diatribe There arc those who declare that it was 
never written on the tomb at all but the professor is entitled to 
his say He says also, incidentally that according to the precepts 
of the old Egyptian religion a soul when it passed on to the Halls 
of the Dead leit behind it a double to watch over the entombed 
body and guard it from desecration. 

It can be said, and has been said and will be said that the curse 
of Tutankhamen is a myth Perhaps. On the other hand there 
are those who believe that it was a very practical curse indeed, a 
curse that took the form of poisonous germs and gasses sealed in 
the tombs ready to ravage the invader Possibly The ancient 
Egyptians were adept at such subtle vengeance They spent yean 
of thought and labour on the resting places of their kings It may 
not have been beyond them to have laid such sinister and invisible 
traps. It could oe done today, and Egypt had a civilization 
too 

What is very true is the fact that in the years following the 
violation of Tutankhamen s tomb many of those who were con- 
nected directly or indirectly with the event died prematurely and 
mysteriously and tragically, as this story later will show 

But a Uttlc more first about the boy who emerged from the 
world of three thousand years ago into the light of the twentieth 
century 

Tutankhamen was the son in law of the Pharaoh Ikhnaton. His 
mother was a woman of the harem, and he owed his succession to 
the throne to the fact that he mamed Ikhnaton s third daughter 
a union which took place when both of them were little more than 
twelve years of age. He was still only twelve when he ascended 
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the throne, pale and handsome and delicate-minded, the most 
beautiful boy of his day, as he was later m effigy the most imposing 
of all the Pharaohs. 

But he was an impotent ruler The six to rune years of his^ 
reign stamped him as a nonentity compared with the mighty s 
Kings of Egypt who had gone before him He was a puppet of 
the priests, who took care to see that even when he emerged from 
boyhood he was not given the opportunity of developmg any great 
strength or significance of character His resolute and visionary 
father-in-law had tampered with both religion and politics, and 
the priests and plotters sought by bending the boy king to their 
will to blot out the dead Pharaoh’s revolutionary changes Too 
young, too weak and powerless to resist, Tutankhamen let them 
have their way 

He was little more than eighteen when he died, childless and 
almost without loyal friend, satiated by the licence and luxury 
that were the royal distractions of the times, wearied by the fret 
of unceasing intrigue, cowed by threat and warning Death was 
probably due to consumption The examination of his mummy 
revealed no signs of foul play 

For seventy days the beautiful young body of the departed 
Pharaoh lay m a great vat of liquid natron And then it was 
prepared for its eternal sleep m the Valley of the Kmgs, a sun- 
scorched wilderness of rock near the ageless Nile 

Awesome and desolate, a place of scathing heat, the valley was 
selected by the Egyptian kmgs as their burial place after the 
abandonment of the pyramids which one by one had been violated 
by robbers with such uncanny powers and dogged patience that 
they were as “ invisible men ” to even a vigilant guard, and could 
dig and smash and burrow their way through the strongest man- 
made funeral edifice 

In their tombs in the face of the eternal Nile cliff the Pharaohs 
believed that they would rest peacefully for ever Their faith was 
in vain Of half a hundred tombs not one of them remained 
unviolated. To this place of eerie silences and sudden echoes came 
the native plunderers on their errand of sacrilege True, they did 
not here enjoy the same measure of success, but the fastness of 
the armoured rock did not defeat them 

The tomb of Tutankhamen, in its turn, was attacked Within 
a few years of his death and burial, the tomb robbers worked on it in 
the dead of night, lusting feverishly after the priceless treasures 
which lay within, caring Tittle if anything for the dreadful curses 
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which the) knew la) upon the heads of those who disturbed the rest 
ing Pharaohs The) were caught in the act For the most part the 
boot) which the) had removed was returned to the tomb though 
history records — or rather, infers— that certain avaricious high 
officials of the penod dtd not fail to avail themselves of this 
golden opportunit) of securing at least some precious sous emrs. 
Never agatn in ancient times was Tutankhamen s tomb 
desecrated Indeed some mo hundred sears later when the 
tomb of Ramescs VI was bang excavated dy its builders, that of 
the boy king was burted under a deluge of rock Thus sealed, 
safe and secret from the outer world, a little kingdom of its own 
with immaculate peace within and no cncm) at us door, the tomb 
remained imiolate for thousands of years. 

But time marched towards it, greedy and relentless, curious 
to probe and fathom the wonders and masteries of one of its own 
forgotten ages. The dream of the sleeping Pharaoh was clouded 
b) the shadow of strange Mutations Into the picture now comes 
George Edward Stanhope Molyneux Herbert, the fifth Earl of 
Carnarvon and Howard Carter, whose adventures in Egypt in the 
twentieth century have in turn, made history Lord Carnarvon was 
born m Berkshire in 1866 was educated at Eton and Trinity Col 
lege, Cambridge Carter was a Norfolk man, bom in 1873 For 
man) years he was engaged in excavation work wnth the Eg)ptian 
Explorauon Fund Dome time afterwards he became Inspector 
General of the Antiquities Department of the Egyptian Govern 
roent and was the discoverer of the tomb of Ling Mentuhetep 
In 1906 Lord Car run-on and Mr Carter began excavating 
together near Thebes and made man) impressive discoveries in the 
Valley of the Kings Fresh concessions having been obtained 
they resumed their operations, and these led to the discovery of the 
tomb of Tutankhamen that staggered and dazzled the W'orld 
They had rrunv disappointments, these two but they had 
patience, faith and opumism and were indefatigable workers. 
Carter particularl) Tney left nothing to chance. While previous 
excavators had relied ujxin sinking pits here and there at likel) 
spots, Carnarvon and Carters plan was to select a generous area 
and sift it slowly and systematically down to the bare rock. They 
believed that a tew feet might make all the difference And it has 
been recorded that in the course of their efforts they shifted over 
two hundred thousand tons of rock and rubble. 

One dramatic morning in November, 1922, Howard was work 
ing at a spot which he refused to neglect, but of which he had 
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not any great hopes since it lay m front of die tomb of Ramcses 
VI, one of the show places of the Valley of the Kings, brilliantly 
illuminated by electric lights Howard Carter was personally in 
charge of operations at the time, Lord Carnarvon being in 
England 

Suddenly the eyes which had grown patient dirough many years 
of disappointment blazed with excitement Carter’s body shook 
with an ecstasy of anticipation Carved in the rock at his feet was a 
step I Below it another, and another. To Carter it was the staircase 
of destiny, leading to the realization of his dreams Probably in all 
the remaining days of his life he would never know another 
moment of such rapture as this At the foot of the steps feverish 
scooping revealed a wall, and on that wall was set the royal seal 
of Pharaoh Tutankhamen To the passionate Egyptologist that 
Carter was this was enough to prove that he was on the eve of 
one of the most momentous adventures and discoveries in history 
Flashed to England was a message to Lord Carnarvon to come at 
once to share in the glory of the revelation 

When the exploration was resumed a passage was found beyond 
the wall, and still farther on a sealed door Lord Carnarvon has 
himself given m his own words a vivid impression of the next 
spell-bmding episodes * 

“ I asked Mr Carter to take out a few stones and have a look 
in After a few minutes this was done He pushed his head partly 
mto the aperture With the help of a candle he could dimly discern 
what was mside A long silence followed, till I said, I fear in 
somewhat trembling tones, ‘Well, what is it?’ ‘There are some 
wonderful objects here,’ was the reply Having given up my 
place to my daughter, I myself went into the hole, and I could 
with difficulty control my excitement 

“ At first sight, with the inadequate light, all that one could 
see was what appeared to be gold bars On getting a litde more 
accustomed to the light it become apparent that there were 
colossal gilt couches with extraordinary heads, boxes here, and 
boxes there We enlarged the hole, and Mr Carter managed to 
scramble m — the chamber is sunk two feet below the bottom of 
the passage and then, as he moved around with a candle, we knew 
that we had found something absolutely unique and unprecedented 
Even with the poor light of the candle one could see a N marvellous 
collection of furniture and other articles m the chamber 

After slightly enlarging the hole we went m, and this time we 
realized in a fuller degree the extent of the discovery, for we had 
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ranaged to tap the elcctnc light from the tomb above, which 
ave us far better illumination for our examination 
Both Carnarvon and Howard and all connected officially with 
ic discovery realized that the work of salvaging the treasure would 
c a task of years duration as well as one of love. Carter himself 
ubsequently laboured on for eight seasons, from April to October 
ach year, with infinite skill ana caution 
Lights of three thousand candle power blazed down upon the 
rgacy of the ages in those dark caverns of the rocks, and each 
jvely object was wrapped literally in cotton wool, each minute 
ragmen t examined and preserved. Today almost all the treasure 
cs in the Egyptian Museum at Cairo, where it occupies several 
alien es in the crowded show house founded by Mancttc Pasha 
In the two ante-chambers beyond the rock-hewn corridor were 
aund incomparable vindication of Keats s immortal plea that 
beauty is truth, truth beauty For here were beauties of such 
/orth and artistry, so truthfully mirroring another age that they 
rought an ache to the heart. They reincarnated the days of 
.’onacr and enchantment when the boy king reigned in ancient 
teypt* 

Here was Tutankhamen s royal throne, a noble seat of delicate 
woodwork plated with solid gold, with bons heads rearing in 
plcndid posture. On its glazed sides gleamed the crown of 
igypt in silver On the back there was a panel depicting in vivid 
olounng the voting king seated in all his glory and authority 
ificring a slender, jewelled hand to his girl queen, herself a vision 
>f slim loveliness in shimmering elver Bv her side was a bowl of 
lowers, the petals fashioned in precious stones. The scat of the 
hrone was patterned in blue and white and gold mosaic squares 
They found, too, the robes of this boy and girl of destiny whose 
nemory tore so dramatic and so real a gap through the veil of 
ime — the kingly vestments of Tutankhamen, the filmy garments 
hat dropped from the limbs of the little fragile queen at bed- 
une. They found the very candlesticks that lighted their 
ove making in the secret hours of palace nights 

There were statues of the king fashioned m bitumimzed wood 
inlaid with gold the lion hathor and typhon couches, proud in 
heir ugliness, a delicate coat of mail threaded with gold and 
backed with fine linen carved alabaster vases of surpassing lines 
ind tints, magnificent sandals ornamented with golden duck* 
beads, fabrics and tapes trie* and carving* fashioned by magic finger*. 
And they found a child s white linen glove, a touching nddle 
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among all this resplendent finery It is believed that Tutankhamen 
and his queen were childless Who can guess why the glove was 
there ? 

One ante-room alone was packed to a height of five feet with 
superb articles of furniture m indescribable confusion, each one a 
little chapter in history, each one a human story There is no 
room in this place to touch upon anyt hin g but a fraction of their 
significance, appeal and glory. 

Thousands of visitors flocked to the Valley of the Kings As I 
have indicated earlier, the newspapers in every part of the world 
were black with headhnes about the greatest archaeological discovery 
of modern times Scholars were numbed by the sheer gift to know- 
ledge The public were hypnotized by the glitter, the romance, the 
adventure of it all Business men clamoured to use the three 
thousand three hundred years’ old designs for gloves and sandals, 
jewels and fabrics Tutankhamen had been a poor and insignifi- 
cant king of Egypt, but now he was undisputed monarch 
of world mterest 

It was not until February of the following year, 1923, that the 
crowning thrill was experienced, when the sacred inner chamber 
containing the boy king’s mummy was penetrated. Strangely 
enough, there was a royal greeting for the sleeping sovereign from 
the western invaders of his Valhalla The Queen of the Belgians 
was among those who were the first to see what lay beyond the 
wall diat resembled a sheet of solid gold 

There are moments that are matchless There are moments 
that paint the mind with colours of remembrance that never fade 
Such a moment was this, in the same deathless Egypt, three thou- 
sand years afterwards As the gap m that golden wall grew, the 
vision that grew with it, ever increasing in tension and emotion, 
was the more breath-taking, spell-bindmg and incomparable 

Guarding the shrine of the boy king were four goddesses, their 
arms spread in angelic-like protection The realism of their 
immobile glance, the challenge in their painted eyes was such that 
some who were there that day confessed afterwards that they had 
felt a stab of remorse, a sting of rebuke as they stood in the 
Pharaoh’s secret place Near by, more sternly vigilant, was the 
figure of a god fashioned in ebony and gold 

Within the sandstone sarcophagus with its massive granite lid 
\\crc three successive coffins, each bearing an image of the king 
The innermost with its dominating gleam of gold, was engraved 
both inside and out, and decorated with vivid enamel of light 
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blue turquoise, deep blue lazub and ruddy cornchan Can you 
place a poee upon such things? I wonder They sa\ the gold 
alone was valued at fifty thousand pounds. 

The Pharaoh 1 head and shoulder* were covered with a mask 
of beaten gold inlaid with rare Hone* and glare* and exquisitely 
modelled with a portrait of the king 

The chamber was crowded with a nch array of articles that 
Tutankhamen tool* with him on hu eternal journey There were 
jewelled oars for his galley in the water* of the undens orld and 
because he was a boy still model boat* to sail in Elysian stream*. 
There was gold ana silver everywhere, delicately caned nory, 
alabaster vessels, precious stones, coffer* and boxes amulet*, scarab*, 
ostrich feather*. Everywhere glitter grandeur, beauty and purity 
of line, supremacy of craftsmanship, lo\ dines* of thought kingb 
ness and a lingering touch of godliness. 

Such was the peak of that adventure m the Valley of the Kings. 
A Pharaoh had stirred in hi* sleep 

And the curse of Tutankhamen? Each may believe what he 
will. There is a tragic sequel that may be coincidence. Whatever 
it is, it is odd and it is true. 

Within a year Lord Carnarvon, who had inspired the quest, 
had died from an insect bite. Hi* friend George J Gould, the 
Amen can multi millionaire, who sailed up the Nile to visit the 
tomb, penshed after a mystenous illness Arthur E. WcigaD a 
distinguished archxologm, who was present at its opening, also 
died mysteriously at the age of fifty two. 

Two well-known X ray expert* promised to probe the age and 
cause of death of the boy king They never lived to perform their 
examinations Professor Theodore La Fleur of McGill University, 
and Professor George* Benedite, of the Egyptian section of the 
Pans Louvre, both died after visiting the Pharaoh * resting place. 
They were followed into the grave by Professor Casanosa another 
Egyptologist of the College of France. General Sir Lee Stack, 
Bntnh Commander in -Chief of the Egyptian Army, who had been 
privileged to handle article* in the tomb was assassinated. Dr 
Jonathan W S Carver, who was at the opening, was killed in a 
street crash 

In Europe and Amenca others connected with the opening of 
the tomb have died prematurely or of mystenous diseases. Several 
have committed suicide. They have gone to graves where they 
rest in peace if not in splendour For them the tranquil undisturbed 
sleep they would not grant the boy Pharaoh 



JOURNEY ACROSS "THE EMPTY 

QUARTER” 

By 

JOHN NORFOLK 

O n March n, 1932, two lines m a London evening paper 
announced laconically that Mr H. St John Philby, “ great 
traveller and finance minister to Ibn Sa’ud, the Arab 
potentate,” had been missing since January 2, 

Eight days later there appeared in the same paper two small 
headlines . “Mr Philby seen Arab tells of yellow-bearded 
traveller ” To many thousands returning to their homes in bus 
and tube and tram this news meant nothing Few of them 
bothered to read further Those who did were informed, in a 
brief message flashed from Basra, that “ A Bedoum Arab has 
brought news at last of Mr H St. John Philby, the British 
explorer and authority on Arabia, who set out six weeks ago to 
cross the great Arabian desert ” There followed twenty hnes of 
such scanty details as a newspaper correspondent in the extreme 
north-east corner of a country covering a million square miles had 
been able to gather, and there the matter ended Those who had 
bothered to read at all about Mr St John Philby merely shrugged 
their shoulders and turned to the football news 

Yet that prosaic paragraph actually carried the first news to the 
outside world of one of the most magnificent adventures of modern 
times 

On Monday morning at the beginning of that very same week 
in March, 1932, Harry St John Bridger Philby, son of a Ceylon 
tea planter, and former head boy and captain of Westminster 
School, -had ridden into civilization at the end of a ninety days’ 
journey during which he had crossed the very heart of the dreaded 
Rub’ al Khali desert — known m Arabia as the Empty Quarter — 
where life and even vegetation has almost ceased to exist and 
where man has never trodden for probably seven thousand years 
St. John Philby had never been either lost or missing He had 
been out of sight or reach of man for two whole months, but he 
had earned out, according to plan, an ambition that had burned 
within him incessantly for fifteen years 
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He had tned and failed, and tried again He had pushed on 
when even his Arab guides — men picked specially by nis fnend 
King lbn Sa ud— had said it was impossible to get through He had 
sought out and bid bare legends of the desert that had raised from 
hp to lip for years, and in the dome of it has himself become a 
legend so that in Arabia the men of the desert speak his name with 
respect and admiration 

The burning insistence of his ambition the years of careful 
study and constant planning and his extraordinary Inowlcdgc of 
Arabia and the Arab camctfnim through to the cna of an amazing 




journev that none had believed possible. 

Philby had set his heart upon exploring this vast desert counl 
In Southern Arabia— and particularly the great stretch of dead 
wilderness where even the desert animals died of thirst and 
starvation, and carrion could not penetrate to pick their bones 
He gave up everything for it the security of his career his 
home, his religion— for he became a disciple of IsUm and observed 
the tenets of his new faith more ngidl) than many of the Arabs 
themselves. He learned the language of the Arabs and even their 
many dialects until he could speak them as perfectly as any 
native. 

For years he lived in Arabia made his home in Jidda earned 
on business as a trader there using the name Hajji Abdulbb But 
Arabia had won Philby s heart long before this As far back as 
1918 an Arab who saw him passing through Taif declared it was 
impossible to distinguish him from the thirty fhc or so Bedouin 
wno accompanied him so perfect was his command of Arabic his 
mastery of the Arab customs and his general bearing There was 
only one difference, this man had noted and that was that Philby s 
feet were a httle cleaner than the rest I 

Actually his flashing blue eyes were another feature that 
betrayed him, but that was all Somewhat short of stature, but 
sturdily built and with a thick black beard Philby was put an 
Arab among Arabs, except for those clear, blue eyes. 

And during the war many a spy had cause to remember those 
piercing steel-blue eyes of his. It was the war that really brought 
him to this strange mysterious country that he loves so passionately 
He had a brilliant career at Cambridge and in the Indian Civil 
Service, and when the war broke out he was secretary to the 
Governor of Bengal at Calcutta. The war gave him his great 
chance. He began a senes of mysterious disappearances, the full 
story of which only Philby himself can telL Apart from Arabic 
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and its many dialects, this brilliant little man had mastered Persian, 
Urdu, Baluchi, Pushtu and Punjabi 

Already, m India, he had begun unconsciously to build around 
himself an air of mystery, for he developed a habit of mixing 
whenever he could with the Indians, movmg freely in the bazaars, 
keeping his own counsel, noting customs and characteristics, 
observing even the smallest details of their speech and habits 

It was almost inevitable, when war broke out, that he should 
lose himself m the bazaars and Indian haunts, a figure of mystery, 
unobtrusive and uncommunicative himself, but observing every- 
thing with uncanny accuracy and quite extraordinary powers 
of concentration 

An insignificant, uncommunicative Arab beggar with down- 
cast eyes, wandering and whining through the byways of Bagdad 
and Teheran was scarcely given a second glance Had you been 
able to follow his movements they would have amazed you, for he 
turned up here, there and everywhere m the vast territory that lies 
between these two cities — and again, only he himself can give a 
full account of his mysterious comings and goings 

Enough, perhaps, to recall that m the heart of that country at 
that time was General Townshend and his little command making 
his famous stand against the Turks at Kut 

Philby’s habit of disappearing, apparently from human ken, grew 
upon him at that time It was only natural. He had already 
won a reputation for himself before the war and his knowledge 
of the people of these eastern countries was unique Even as an 
officer with the Mesopotamian forces in charge of the financial side 
of the Intelligence Department he would suddenly vanish on some 
strange errand that required secrecy, resource, and a nerve of steel. 

There were incidents in those days each one of which was a 
romance in itself, for Philby, when he had a job of work to do, went 
about it m his own way He had that same abhorrence of red 
tape that was so strongly characteristic of the famous Lawrence of 
Arabia He adapted his methods to the forces ranged against him, 
and only those who know the east and its mystery and glamour 
and its whispering tongues can fully realize the dangers to which 
St John Philby was exposed on these long, lone excursions into the 
tortuous dark ways of Persia and Arabia 

Certain it was that enemies of Britain and the Allies who caused 
concern and trouble— and danger — in that far-flung theatre of war 
that lay between Europe and India ceased their activities suddenly 
and completely in strange coincidence with Philby’s excursions 
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into those seething hazaar cjuarters where treachery and avarice 
made every man a potential cncm) and one false move meant 
death 

This, then, was the apprenticeship that led Philby inexorably 
to the great ad\enturc of 1922. His knowledge of this troublous 
countT) brought him to Whitehall Lord Curzon and the War 
Cabinet He talked of one Ibn Sa ud as the one man destined to 
lead a united Arabia He broke through the red tape of Whitehall 
to tell them what he knew and Whitehall told him he was 
mad 

Hut Philb) smiled— and told them they could find him in his 
hotel when they wanted him He had not long to wait The wares 
of Whitehall began to crackle and hum and awa) in Arabia, Ibn 
Sa ud, fanatical Arab chief was sweeping through the country Hke 
a naked flame The red tape was down at last. Philby was sent 
for and this time he walked straight into the inner sanctions of 
the Foreign Office. Lord Curzon saw him there and in an hour 
or two Philb) had paded his bags and disappeared 

Philb\ in London waiting for the slow' machinery of White- ( 
hall to take him to the audience of ministers to whom his new's w'as 
vital was a different matter from Philb) in Arabia seeking the 
audience of Ibn Sa ud He was no longer a stranger m his own 
land Here in Arabia he was on the ground he knew among the 
people he had learned to know better than the) knew- themselves — 
and he had behind him this time the direct authont) of His 
Britannic Majesty s Government 

He came, as he intended to come to parley with a great leader 
He liad long since recognized in this Arab chief a man of character 
and vision and, more than that, a man of principle He had come 
to London to tell the government that one day Ibn Sa ud would 
march into Mecca He went back to Arabia to offer this potential 
source of trouble an annual subsidy of sixty thousand pounds to 
keep the peace. That day was one of the most important m 
Philb) s life. It marked the real beginning of a friendship that has 
never ceased since and without which the great journc) across the 
Rub al Khali would most probably have failed 

It strengthened in Philbv f s mind the high opinion he had already 
formed of Ibn Sa ud s abihues os a leader It paved the way for 
their next official meeting which resulted in Philby s resignation to 
become Hajji Abdullah the Arab trader 

Honours came his way Hu own exceptional gifts were 
recognized He became adviser to the Ministry of the Interior 
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of Mesopotamia in 1921, and the next year he was appomted 
Britain's representative in Transj ordania 

Then, as he had prophesied, Ibn Sa’ud once more swept across 
Arabia and marched into Mecca as a conqueror The Foreign 
Office was worried Their desire for peace m Arabia had been 
upset There was only one thing to do about it Philby must be 
sent to deal with the situation 

Philby went With the swiftness that characterized all his 
movements on that sweltering peninsula he went direct to Ibn 
Sa’ud and saw him in his tent, and there, as man to man, they 
talked for many an hour What happened m that tent nobody 
knows Here were two men who understood each other per- 
fecdy, respected each other’s intellect, recognized m one another 
qualities of greatness and reserve and tolerance They were men 
of few words, but what they said at that strange meeting carried 
with it a wealth of meaning 

There was a quality of peace and calm majesty about this far- 
sighted Arab chief that appealed strongly to a man of Philby’s 
character Ibn Sa’ud was a man of high ideals and strict principles 
His belief in the letter of the Koran was implicit and sincere 
Smoking and drinking were abhorrent to him His views on 
morality were high and unwavering He was a man who had 
learned the great lesson that self-discipline must precede the 
imposition of order and discipline upon others 

Philby could understand a man like that No matter what 
might be the destiny of this man of Arabia in a material sense, 
Philby saw in him, as they talked that night beneath the brilliant 
stars of an eastern sky, one of the “ great ones ” of the earth 

When he emerged that night from Ibn Sa’ud’s tent Philby 
cabled to London his resignation of all his offices, promotions, 
ranks — everything He made his decision to become a Wahhabi 
trader in Jidda and live on the edge of the desert that had shown 
him, side by side with its ugliness, some of life’s greatest 
beauty 

Philby became finance minister to King Ibn Sa’ud, the palace 
at Jidda was placed at his disposal, and his “ easy friendship ” with 
the king was placed upon a permanent basis. 

Each one of these milestones in the extraordinary career of this 
extraordinary man had a distant bearing upon the journey of 1932 
that was to be the crowning point of his life 

But there were other, and more direct factors which set alight 
the fires of ambition within him He had already established a 
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reputation as a great traveller when, at the end of the war he 
crcrncd Arabia from the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea Fully one- 
half of the country o\er which he tra\ellcd was unexplored and his 
journey enabled him to fill up on the map much of a large area 
that had hitherto been represented most I) by blanks. 

At that time Philby was a young political officer attached to the 
British Army in Mesopotamia He was charged with a mission to 
the Emir Ibn Sa ud, then an ambitious prince of central Arabia, 
at Riyadh. Owing to the non arrival there of on officer from 
Egypt Philby went on from Rivadh to Jidda in order to fetch him 
When he arrived at the Red £ca on December at, 1917, he had 
made the crossing from sea to sea in forty four days. 

A week later he met the late Dr D G Hogarth who talked to 
him of the Rub al Khali and its strange legends, and from that 
I time an insatiable desire to penetrate the Innermost recesses of the 
Empty Quarter possessed him The hope that one day he would 
be able to satisfy this great longing noer left him, but fifteen years 
1 were to pass before he could carry out his plans, 
j During that time stones of a mysterious ruin in the heart of 
, the sands and a great block of iron as big as a camel reached 

j him from time to time and served only to fan the flames of his 

ambition. Well might these ruins be those of some long forgotten 
I aty — all that remained of some past civilization — that might tell a 

story of Arabia that no one yet had dreamed of 
1 He had already in his journey of 1917 skirted along the whole 
of the northern boundary of the Empty Quarter from cast to west 
but nothing would satisfy him but the journey south in search of the 
buried aty and that great block of iron whose presence m the desert 
seemed extraordinary 

An expedition was planned in 1924. Philby had met Mr*. 
Rosita Forbes, and with her he intended to carry out at least a part 
of hu plan But illness and the revolution in Arabia upset his 
arrangements, and Mrs. Rosita Forbes crossed the Red Sea and 
went on to explore Abyssinia. 

Soon after that Philby made his home in Jidda hving at the 
very fringe of the great desert he wished to conquer his eyes turned 
always southwards, tolling and labouring always towards ms goal 

Writing of those days of waiting by the green waters of the 
Red Sea Philby said The great peace of Islam slowly and 
surely descended upon me, enveloped me, who had known no peace 
before, in the austere mantle of Wahhabi philosophy which, tilting 
at the iniquities of the ungodly had imposed a peace that passetn 
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all understanding’ upon a country which since the beginning of 
time had known no peace but that of death and desolation ” 
During these days his friendship with the long of Arabia grew, 
he saw him daily, spoke to him frequently of his great ambition 
It seemed, however, to be little nearer achievement until, in 1930, 
Philby accompamed the royal cavalcade to Riyadh and the 
kmg began to talk of an expedition to the Empty Quarter Ibn 
Sa’ud knew well what was m Philby’s heart, and he saw in him a 
instrument for the mappmg and investigation of this great Empire 
of his that covered such vast tracts of unknown, shifting sands 
Philby’s joy knew no bounds The expedition became his sole 
pre-occupation, but stall there were delays and disappointments 
— bitter disappointments Opposition to the expedition came from 
one — Abdullah Ibn Jiluwi, Governor of the Hasa Jiluwi had 
schemes of his own for extending his influence m the south, and 
he had no wish to be saddled with an expedition of this sort at 
such a time He advised the kmg against it — and Philby had 
perforce to wait 

It was a bitter disappointment to him when* on March 6, he 
learned that Bertram Thomas had forestalled him Thomas had 
won through the Rub’ al Khali from the other side — but still he had 
not crossed the terrible gravel plam of Abu Bahr, the very heart of 
the dead country 

There was really no reason for haste, nor would the expedition 
suffer for the postponement, but to Philby, who had lived and 
dreamed of nothing else for so many years, this further period of 
waiting was almost intolerable 

The year went slowly by. December came, and still there 
was no word from Ibn Sa’ud Then, one day when the kin g 
with some of his staff were sitting in the parlour of the palace 
discussmg various matters, talk turned to the possibility of a 
European tour for the Prince Faisal One of the officers of the 
court at once suggested, with a pleasant smile, that it would be 
a happy thought for Philby, who had been so long absent from 
his own country, to accompany His Highness the Prince 

It is not of Europe that I am thinking these days,” said Philby, 
and then, to his astonishment, Kmg Ibn Sa’ud said the words he 
had been waiting so long to hear 

“ No,” said Ibn Sa’ud — and there was an indulgent twinkle in 
his eyes— “ we will send Philby to the Empty Quarter ” 

It had come at last* 

Philby lost no time. On Christmas Day, 1931, he arrived at 
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Hufuf to make final preparations. For a fortnight he explored 
the Han district, mapping it and making notes upon it while 
Jiluwi sent messengers far and wide to summon the necessary 
personnel for the trip 

Then a strange thing happened Philby s endurance was 
stretched to breaking point. Hu dearest wish was about to be 
realized, the day he had waited for was about to dawn, but nothing 
seemed to be happening I Ibn Jiluwi went about bis business in 
silence. So far as Philb) s expedition was concerned he seemed to 
be completely inactive and indifferent. Philby could stand it no 
longer He jumped in his car and went off to Uqair on the 
Persian Gulf on January 4, 1932 On his return the next day 
the car, with a good deal of his gear in it, became stuck in the 
sand and PHilby nad to return to Riyadh by other means. 

As soon as he arrived Ibn Jiluwi sent him a message to say 
that men and camels were ready and he could start when he 
wished. 

Here he was on the very threshold of the promised land, his 
nerves stretched to breaking point by repeated delays — and now he 
was not ready himself 

But this was only a temporary delay Philby made arrange 
ments for his kit to be collected from the stranded car at Uqair 
and made a rcndez\ous for camels, guides and all concerned at the 
walls at Dulaiqiya on January 6 and at nine o clock on the morning 
of that day a small party of mends gathered to wish them farewell. 

It was a dismal farewell Their friends scarcely expected to 
see them ogam and it was a cold raw morning with a low fog 
hanging over the landscape. But Philby would not risk further 
delay Word had come that the king was expected almost unmcdi 
atcly at Hufuf and Philby was anxious to be off before he arrived 
and the consequent confusion caused further delay There was 
always the possibility, too, that the Ling himself might hold up 
the expedition for a further period 

So, a few minutes after nine o clock Philby s small cavalcade of 
cars swung out into the desen through the Victory Gate by which 
Ibn Sa ud nad entered Hufuf in triumph after the surrender of the 
Turkish garrison in 1913 The fog blotted out everything beyond 
two hundred yards and in a few seconds they had passed out of 
sight of those who had come to wish them well 

The great adventure had begun. 

Not even the fog could dampen Philby s spirits. He felt as 
though a great burden had been lifted from his soul 
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The journey to Dulaiqiya was soon accomplished and as Philby 
alighted from his car a dozen figures, like ghosts in their flowing 
Arab robes, loomed out of the fog to meet him. They had been 
cowering over the camp fire for warmth and, although they looked 
tough enough and rough enough for anything, they were all 
miserably cold 

The party was now complete except for four men who were to 
join them farther south, making up the complete party to nine- 
teen In addition to the leader Zayid ibn Munakhkhas and the 
deputy-leader and chaplain, Abdullan ibn Ma’addi, there were six 
representatives of the Murra tribe, two of the Manasir tribe, and 
three of the ’Ajman tribe, the three most important of the desert 
tribes, four non-tribal elements, and Sa’dan, Philby’s personal 
servant 

There were thirty-two camels — all females except for one gelding 
— for themselves and their baggage, and they had stores for three 
months Actually when they reached civilization again after two 
and a half months in the desert they had practically no food left 
at all Dates and rice formed the principal diet, and they carried 
coffee, tea, sugar and butter, cardamom, cmnamon and onions, salt 
and pepper, etc 

Prulby found that the Arabs had no desire at the moment to 
move from their fire, but he was determined to push on He had 
done little real riding on camels for many months, and he felt 
that a short ride on the first day would be wise, apart from the, 
urgency of getting as far away as possible from Hufuf and the 
possibility of being recalled. , 

Altogether it was an inauspicious start When they pitches i 
their tents at the end of that first day Philby thought, for a few 
bad moments, that the fates themselves were against him and that 
he would have to abandon his project at its very beginning. Cold 
and terribly stiff, he lay down by the camp fire while his Arab 
friends plied him with hot cups of coffee Suddenly he felt ill. 
He got up, but could not walk He staggered into the arms of one 
of the Arabs and knew no more 

He had fainted He was only unconscious for a few minutes 
but during that time, so they told him later, his face went yellow 
and they thought he was going to die He got straight into bed, 
wondering whether this was Nature’s warning of some unsuspected 
illness, went straight to sleep — and awoke next morning without 
any ill-effects whatever 

Another unpleasant factor was the weather Those first few 
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da)* m January were the coldest within the memory of living man 
in Arabia Outside their tents in the morning after the first days 
(mime} the thermometer recorded five degree* of frost. Their 
water shins were frozen so hard that they had to lav them round 
the fire to thaw ihem before they could make anv coffee. The sand 
was so cold that it burned the soles of their feet like red-hot 
needles. 

\\ ithin a few days it was once again unbearably hot. 

The discomfort of this hazardous journc) was not midgated 
either by the fact that the whole party agreed to observe the Fast of 
Ramdhan From an hour before dawTi to sunset ihty fasted for 
thirty days, but actuall) onl) five of them including Fhilby, kept 
the fast for the whole of that lime without a break The others 
at various times claimed the privilege according to travellers of 
exemption from the full observance of the fast During this period 
the) had breakfast at sunset and dinner at 4 a m the menu being 
mostly the same for both meali, either nee or dates, or rice and 
dates, with an occasional hare whieh they captured on their you rne), 
divided carefully in small fragments among the nineteen of them 

In a few' days the) UTre crossing the low lying salt plains, pene- 
trating farther into the desert, searching oases tor reported rums 
until they arrived at Jabnn once the farthest outpost of Arab 
civilization towards the southern sands. 

At Jabnn they came upon an old Arab, Jabir ibn Fail living 
with his family in a tumble-down hut like sentinels at the end of 
the world 

Jalnr and his children were the last human bangs any of than 
saw* outside of thar own party for 57 days — and it was tyjncal of 
the hospitality of the man that apart from killing for them 0 young 
camel nc gave them a dog which remained with them throughout 
the rest of the journey riding precariously on the back of a camel 
when she was tired and plunging down, like a high diver, at the 
sight of a hare or other game 

Here began their crossing of the Rub al Khali For days they 
had to rely for thar water upon wells in unfrequented country 
which were in many cases covered deep in sand and completely 
unrecognucablc to any but the keen eyes of the Arab guides 

All the while Philby was collecting specimens and fosnJs and 
stones to take back with him for expert examination in London 
Some of them he had sent back to Hufuf by the old man Jabir 
to whom he had given a present of money with which to bu) 
things foe his family In that lonely outpost dwelling of theirs. 
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Ever southward went Philby’s cavalcade of camels, now search- 
ing for the mysterious hidden aty of Wabar. They had had 
certain vague evidence of its existence all the way along. They had 
crossed the beds of two ancient rivers, long since dried up, but 
there was still a third — and the most important — to traverse. What 
more natural, thought Philby, than that one of the greatest capitals 
of pre-histonc Arabia shoula be found on the banks of the greatest 
pre-historic nver. 

For fourteen years he had heard at different times of the rums 
of this aty of the desert, Bertram Thomas had heard of it the year 
before, and members of Philby ’s own party on this present trip 
confirmed him m his conviction that there was some great riddle 
of the sands to be discovered He had even been able to mark on 
the map two probable sites from information that had been given 
him from time to time 

Now, as he approached one of the great objects of his quest, the 
strain of long days of living m the hills and valleys, of loose sand 
perpetually changing before his eyes, and of thinking about this 
buried city, brought it to him at night m strange dreams. He saw 
it m these dreams as a low, barrack-like place perpetually whirling 
round m the sand while he took bearings with his theodolite on a 
revolving floor 

At last they camped within a stone’s throw of the spot where 
they expected to find these rums, about which Arab historians had 
told so many strange stones 

The next day they marched on 

Then suddenly, “Look!” said one of the guides — and Philby 
had his first glimpse of this fabled aty His heart leapt as he saw 
what appeared to be a thin, low hue of rums nding on the sky-line 
of yellow sands 

Rapidly they pressed forward, to lose sight of the mined aty as 
they dropped mto a shallow depression Only a short while was 
left before darkness fell Philby dismounted m the little hollow, 
’ and leavmg his companions, walked up to the crest of the ndge 
to look down upon his great discovery while there was still light 
enough to see 

Here at last was the anaent capital of King ’Ad Ibn Kin’ad 
in which he had caroused with his concubines and his self-seeking 
companions until they had drawn upon themselves the wrath of 
Heaven, and fire had descended upon them and wiped them out, 
leavmg the aty m ruins v 

So ran the legend, and Philby’s mind was full of these things as 
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lie drew near the ton of tlie crest In a moment he would lool 
down upon a scene that no man Had looked upon for thousand! of 
year*. 

At law it was there before hts eyes. He had fathomed the 
centuncs-old legend of Wabar He looked down upon the remains 
of an old volcano whose twin enters, encircled with lem walls of 
dag and bra half filled with drifting sand, had given rue to the 
extravagant stones that had led him mere. 

That was Wabar, seem city of Arabian legend buned city of 
the desert— just (wan volcano craters lying side by side! 

The great block of iron a* big as a camel proved as big a 
di appointment. The) did find a fragment of metal obvious!) 
part of a brge mctconic, which caused I*hjlb) bter to incline to 
the belief that the two enters of Wabar ma) not after all, have 
hem of volcanic origin, but due to the impact of a great mctconic, 
a brge piece of which ma) suli he buned in the sand somewhere 
ncarh) 

There was nothing for it Imt to push on driving still deeper 
Into country that was rapid!) becoming more forbidding Philby 
l>cgan to have more and more difficult) with the Arabs. They 
wanted to return to their homes The) grew more and more 
reluctant to go on to the dreaded mountains of Hadhramaut the 
place of death 

One da) one of them approached him and said We notice 
two dungs about you Firstl), you arc hot tempered and easily get 
angry If we do not as you please. Secondly )ou arc even read) 
to disbelieve what the guides say Tell me, were you like that 
from the day God created you? Surel) you know that the guides 
do not he cfclibcratcl) ana this is dieir own country where they 
know every bush and every hummock Why then should )0U 
suspect them of King? 

Thilby s tactful answer was the recital of a senes of incontro- 
vertible facts which left but one conclusion that even the Arab 
could not fail to percavc. 

But the fnction between Philby s passionate determination to sec 
the thing through to the very end and the innate inertia of these 
men who wanted to get home grew more and more pronounced. 

The Arabs used every argument the) could concave to turn him 
from his purpose They whispered among themselves and came 
to him again and again with some new argument. Supposing he 
should never get through and anything happened to him while he 
were in their charge The wrath of the king upon them might 
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even mean their death But they would rather risk that than the 
death and danger of the black mountain 

They might at least be able to persuade the king that it was 
Philby’s own insistent demands and his unreasonable persistence 
agamst the heaviest weight of their advice that had brought him 
to disaster 

But Philby knew his Arab! On they went to Shanna which 
marked the beginning of the last and most perilous stage of this 
great adventure Now it was the prospect of the waterless desert, 
and fear of thirst and death that gave strength to the arguments of 
the Arabs But Philby could not and would not yield to them All 
the time he was faced with the spectre of complete disaster They 
threatened to leave him, well knowmg that he could not get 
through by himself But they had been charged by the king’s 
ministers that they should serve this man well, comply with his 
requests and brmg him back m safety They knew what would 
happen to them if they failed 

They were, of course, weak and disheartened with hunger 
None of them had ever embarked on a venture of this kind before, 
and no human being, they declared trudifully, had ever attempted 
to cross this desert, this Empty Quarter, from side to side 

But Philby was too strong for them They decided at last to 
make a dash at once across this great waterless tract to Sulaiyil, 
three hundred and sixty miles to the west 

But conditions grew worse, nerves more thinly frayed The 
pastures suddenly ceased and an endless desert of bare, bleak sand 
took its place Even animal life seemed to have disappeared, there 
was no game to hunt, even the camels began to show signs that they 
were distressed by the rigours of the journey Again the Arabs 
began to whisper 

But they had come one hundred and forty miles and had more 
than one-third of their journey behind them and Philby knew that 
a steady effort would carry them through if only the Arabs would 
play the man He knew what they were suffering, for he suffered 
with them Then hunger was painful, for they had eaten nothing 
but dates since leavmg Shanna, four days back 

“ I felt like Moses m the wilderness with the multitude clamour- 
ing agamst him,” was Philby’s own description of this difficult 
period. 

They went on still farther into this drought and famine-stricken 
land. No ram had been reported in this heat-blackened, desolate 
country for twenty years The very bushes had been slowly stricken 
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to death from the heat the lack of water and the lack of sustenance. 

But Philby was not deterred He pushed on through that fifth 
day, though the onl) nen of life throughout the day was one solitary 
raven and one tiny aesert warbler And on this day even the 
eamch gave out. At midday the) topped a nsc and saw their own 
tents pitched there ahead of them Something obsiously was 
wrong U was, of course the practice to send die baggage camels 
b) dilTcrrnt routes and make a rendezvous to be kept by both 
parties 

But this was not in the programme Philby burned forward, 
and there, sure enough he found disaster The camels were lying 
ihcltcnng againu the sun in the shadow of the tent canvas They 
had collapsed from sheer fatigue. They could not pouibl) go on 
without water 

Philby wanted to press on lion-hearted as he was, with a 
smaller party to make a dash for the remaining two hundred and 
forty miles of the journey with what remained of the water after 
the rest of the party, who were forced to retreat had had their 
share- But for once the Arabs had their way Philby had to 
compromise. Retreat— for all of them— was the only thing The 
camels were watered the men after fl\c days of diet of dates. 
Insisted on a dish of nee and the whole cavalcade went on die 
next day to the wells of Naifa one hundred and twenty miles away 

And there Philby had his first dnnk of water since he had left 
Hufuf 

Then, strangely enough storms broke. Rain fell there w»as 
thunder and lightning, whirlwinds caught up the sand and flung it 
along the landscape in terrible black columns like a supernatural 
army marching across the sky Typhoons swept down uprooting 
the tenu and burying everything in sand. 

But the end of die journey was approaching On March 5 
they set out for the last dash across the waterless waste. The 
baggage party had been sent back by the water route to Riyadh 
and a smaller party with all the water avaibblc put out into the 
naked, lifeless sands This was the wont section of any they had 
come through There were no bushes, no pasturage of any son for 
the animals to browse upon Even the birds had vanished Some 
small desert animal that had miraculously strayed into this plain 
of death had sunk down in Its last agonies and died and not even 
the ravens had come to pick its bones Its flesh had dried upon 
it, leaving only a framework of skin and bones. 

There were only a few more days to go, but they had not yet got 
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through their greatest difficulties. Not even the Arabs had imagined 
this country could be so devoid of vegetation This great gravel 
plain of Abu Bahr was like nothing they had ever seen before, and 
they had omitted to provide themselves with fuel for their fire 

It was, perhaps, tnc most critical day of the whole of Philby’s 
dreadful journey. 

March it, 1932 

Three dn)5 later they were back in civilization 

But that day, they were desperate. '1 hey must find forage 
They had to find fuel. There was not even a blade of drv grn r s 
in that arid waste of gravel. The) had started their last great push 
at 2 o’clock that morning. At 9 30 p m., nearly twenty hours 
later, they were still on the march; and nil day long the Arnlv- had 
pressed on their animals to the utmost 

It was an effort Plulhv never forgot 

Used as he was to moving swiftly about Arabia and Mesopo- 
tamia, the efforts of the Arab camel drivers that day moved him 
to admiration They drove their animals, alrcadv broken with 
heat and hunger, ns he had never seen camels driven before — and 
they themselves were m as bad, or worse, a plight 

But they made it They halted and thev slept For the first 
time in the whole of his experience Phi!b\ himself had been the 
first to clamour for a halt True thev had no fuel The Arabs, 
whose whole existence was coffee, were unable to satisfy their 
appetites that night The next day they came early to fuel, and 
their need for coffee and tea was at last satisfied for the first time 
for twenty-seven hours They found fodder for the camels and 
they camped that night with herbage around them fed by streams 
from the mountains 

Next day, on the very eve of victory, they made fifty miles in 
conditions they had not experienced for three hundred miles The 
going was paradise compared with the privations and difficulties 
of the journey they had just been through Animal life, of which 
they had scarcely seen a sign for those three hundred miles of 
sheer desert, began to appear They were on the threshold of 
civilization again. 

Next morning, March 14, they saw mankind again They 
had emerged from a country as stark and bare and inanimate as 
death itself and, as Philby himself says, they were welcomed by 
“ the mayor and corporation ” of Sulaiyil as the first people in 
human history who had found their way across that inconceivable 
Empty Quarter 
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Phflbys achievement may nor hare been a story that can be 
told in the headlines of a newspaper but it was one of the treat est 
achievements m the history of aoxenttire and exploration, because 
It broucht forth some of the finest qualities of man in its 
accomplishment- 

Phifby has been bach to the Empty Quarter since that 
memorable day — In a car and accompanied by his wife, to whom in 
one of hn boohs he rays this tribute that she bar, with his 
mother, the brum of my long travail through anxious stars, 
and to ubom I dedicate this record of my wanderings through the 
Empty Quarter 



WALLED IN BY DEATH 

By 

HUGH BROADBRIDGE 

M afeking was unsuccessfully besieged for seven months and 
yet might have been taken by the Boers at any moment. 
Looking back over nearly forty years, with a vast war 
m the middle distance to ruin the perspective, it seems that a lot 
of unnecessary fuss was made about a little town on the 
Bechuanaland frontier. But Mafeking, now grown to man’s 
estate, was in actual fact a key position made valuable out of all 
proportion by Boer intentions 

The bitterness of relations preceding the South African War 
have passed into history. Stories of the campaign can, however, 
be told again for their heroism, their tragedy or their endurance 
without probmg the dreary causes of war The siege of Mafeking 
was the most remarkable m a war of sieges 

When it was obvious that heated discussions were bound to 
end m bloodshed on a large scale, the British government began 
to consider, far too late, that South African garrisons needed 
reinforcement On July 25, 1899, Brevet-Colonel R S S Baden- 
Powell, who was m the Colonial Office, arrived in Cape Town 
with orders to raise two regiments of mounted infantry, to prepare 
the defence of the frontiers of Bechuanaland and Rhodesia, and 
to keep as many as possible of the enemy occupied away from 
their mam forces if and when the war began He was an 
uncommon type of army officer, one who combined m a curious 
way the trained fighter and the soldier of fortune The official 
history of the war summed him up in a telling sentence as being 
“animated by that disciplined unrest which not only leads men 
out of the beaten path, but empowers them to beat out paths of 
their own ” 

He at once chose Mafeking for his headquarters, firstly, because 
it was m the centre of a coloured population of a quarter of a 
million and itself had native inhabitants outnumbering the whites 
by six to one Boer aims were the same as the British where the 
blacks were concerned, for it was vital for each belligerent to impress 
them with then power and importance Secondly, the town was 
a half-way house between Cape Colony and Rhodesia, and formed 

604 


WALLCD IV »T DEATH 


605 

in outpost to the north for one and to the south for the other 
FiruIK as a bay: for a roving force ft had immense possibilities. 
It fhnled the Transvaal ind was favourably placed to be a thorn 
In the side of Johannesburg and Pretoria commandos 

Owing to earl) arrangement* or because they believed that no 
adequate defence of Mafeking cmikJ ever be made the Boer* made 
the town a signal \\ hen it fell to them, war wa» to blaze out 
simultaneously across the width and length of South Africa The 
long liege did not prevent that war but it did two things. It 
prevented fighting breaking out instantly in Cape Town and the 
south and it pvt the British government time to mend ibeir 
dilatory wayL That was grand for ercrybodj except the garrison 
of the town 

Baden Powell was determined to focus Boer attention on himielf 
and to keep a large numl<r of their men anchored around the 
town In the diort time at his command he raised the two 
regiment! required of him the Protectorate and Rhodesia repments 
The latter, under Ucuteruni-Colonci Plumer was ordered north, 
the other was retained at Mafehing under Lieutenant-Colonel Horc. 
It wat shortlv obvious that the town was to be assaulted by the 
Boers and defence became an object of peculiar urgency To t>c 
faced b) growing numbers of men known to be enemies and to 
have no hint of when a blow it to be struck is a harrowing state 
of affairs. With limited means, Baden Powell dealt brilliantly with 
the situation He had no help use from his own men and the towns- 
people. Mafcl ing was defended in every sense of the word by 
the men within its walls of baked mud 

Nature like the government had done nothing to help the 
town s defence. It wood on the right bank of a lengthy depression 
which whether there wut water in it or not was known as the 
Malopo Riser All around, the brown \cld undulated for miles, 
the only eminence of note being Cannon Kopje, more than a mile 
to the south-east. The reservoir, a priceless possession was In the 
one place which made its capture easy Roughly, the town was a 
thousand yards square It was on the east side of the railway 
and had an extremely doubtul asset in the large native stadt at its 
south-western corner Even if the six thousand Barolongs remained 
loyal to Britain, or at least, neutral, their hutted ground blinded 
the whole defence of that area. There was no trench, no redoubt, 
no look-out and no fort except a shattered relic of the Bechuana 
War on Cannon Kopje. 

Before the first shots were fired on October 14, Bnden-Powcll 
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had devised no less than sixty defence works While this anxious 
labour was being directed, he had to attend to the evacuation of 
women and children, tram his men, implore the government to 
do something and stave off the inevitable Boer orders were 
reputed to say that none of their men should cross the border till 
the British fired a shot Like most wars, nobody knew who 
loosed off the first when it did happen 

A special train, which left the town with refugees on October 
ii, was refused by many of the townsfolk They did not believe 
then that an y thin g very terrible would happen Besides, many 
had Dutch sympathies and looked for an early conquest of 
Mafeking As things happened, these people became a fearful 
dram on the resources of the town and a great number did not 
earn their keep m any way 

By the 12th, when the last tram started south, the ring of 
Mafeking’s defences covered a perimeter of ten miles It consisted 
of short entrenchments, zarebas of thorn, redoubts and protective 
banks, some connected by telephone to headquarters in the town 
Some were dummies intended to draw fire and waste Boer 
ammunition They rejoiced m such names as Fort Ayr, Fort 
Nelson, Fort Ramathlabama and other impressive titles They 
succeeded even more than had been hoped m preventing Boer 
attackers from havmg the open streets as their first contact with 
the defence 

It was the last tram of October 12 that brought the news which 
had been awaited so long Boers stopped it and told of a large 
force of their men farther south After a discussion, the tram 
headed back, bringing to Mafeking still more hungry mouths and 
the shock of knowing at last that the town was cut off The 
telegraph wires were cut at the same time Quiedy, the garrison 
of twelve hundred men, which mcluded all railway employees and 
a coloured contingent, went to its posts But the find explosion 
was delayed for another forty-eight hours Before that moment 
came, General Piet Kronje and ten thPusand men were massed 
along the border seven miles away. And, at dawn on October 14 
patrols out to the north ran into some scattered Boer forces and 
a hot fight began at once The campaign, and the siege which 
produced among other brave deeds three which won the Victoria 
Cross, had begun 

One of the mam weapons of defence perfected by Baden-Powell 
came at once into action This was an armoured tram intended 
to range up and down a limited track The steel-sheeted, snorting 
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contraption was of enormous value, for it was Mafcl inn * one 
mobile fort Armed with a Maxim automatic gun and man) 
riflemen it puffed out to meet the trouble in the north and found 
it successfuly Firing became so hcav\ that a troop under Captain 
FitzClarencc was tent out to help The movement was so dcverl) 
earned out that the train was rescued from a nasi) situation and 
a Urge Boer force thrown bach with heav) losses. For this, 
FitzQarcncc earned the first V C. of the war 

fladen Powell had laid a few small mines outside the town 
Fear of these unseen trapi was increased In the Boer mind b) 
ingenious means It was ncccsur) to rid the town of a couple 
ol trucks of djnami e Th* dmer of the armoured train was 
therefore directed to push the trucks up the line until he had 
attracted attention from the Boas. I Ic was then to drive back like 
the devil The trucks were dul) surrounded and subjected to a 
devauaung fire At llic proper moment, the djnamue could stand 
it no longer and went up with a thunderous noise raising a superb 
mushroom of smoke scaring die Boas into flight and hurting 
nobod) at alt The engine-driver swung on the whistle valve and 
sent a shrill jeer afta the running lk>as Then he went clanling 
into shelter, shouting like a Dervish No blood had been spilt but 
much \irtue lud been acquires! 

It was drcadfull) obvious the moment that artillery bombard 
menu began dial Mafeking was hopelessly outgunned by the 
Boas. They lud new krupps and the Maxims, while the town 
had a one pounder Hotchkiss, a two-inch Nordcnfeldt and four 
seven pounders that had been old in Cclcvvajo s day The rotting 
carriages of these ancient weapons were repaired ana their elevating 
gear made to worl but each discharge sent them nearer ana 
nearer to a senile end The ammumuon they fired had been so 
long in store that the fuses had shrunk and had to be jammed 
into the shells with pajxrr These armaments were later augmented 
by a naval gun dug up in the town It was of a pattern which 
Nelson would have criticized adversely, but, alongside the rest of 
the battery, it was perfectly in keeping 

During the days preceding the use of artillery on cither side, 
Kronjc and Ids ten thousand could easily have walked over the 
defenders, who had only six hundred magazine rifles among them 
It will always be a mystery why they failed to do so kronjc 
undoubtedly knew how badly the garrison was armed because 
espionage was so easy But he was desperately afraid of mines 
and may have doubled his spies when the defending fire made 



6o8 


HUGH BROADBRIDGE 


up in spirit what it lacked in accuracy Further, he was a man 
who hated to shed one drop of blood unnecessarily But this was 
war Had he lost a few men at the beginning, he would have 
saved hundreds of lives later on 

A high moral tone characterized all exchanges between the rival 
commanders Kronje sent in a runner with a courteous advice that 
he was about to begin artillery fire and truces were regularly agreed 
by message and white flag to pick up wounded and bury dead. 
These were rigidly respected by both sides 

When bombardment or otner danger threatened the town, a 
red flag flew over Baden-PowelTs headquarters in the hotel and 
a red lantern by night The Union Jack or a white light proclaimed 
that all was well Later, when the direction of gunfire could oe 
ascertained because the guns were well in sight, a system of alarm 
bells forecasted the quarter of the town likely to be hit 

Water was very soon reduced to wells dug by the garrison for 
the reservoir was captured and the supply turned off An attempt 
to recover it was repulsed The town then settled down to siege, 
the civilians to gossip, work at supplies and trade souvenirs, the 
garrison to a weary round of trench-manning, raiding and sniping 
Espionage was rife and successful The area was too scantily 
guarded to prevent innumerable natives from getting through the 
lmes and Dutch sympathizers in the town were always active The 
jail bulged with them, but there were plenty more still at 
liberty 

After the first few days of bombardment, Kronje humanely 
offered to stop if Mafeking would surrender Baden-Powell could 
not accept His only regret was the civilians, but most of these 
were in the town by their own choice and could not, therefore, 
be allowed to sway the decision There were, too, the undeniable 
fact that the bombardment was largely ineffective. Heavy loss of 
life had been prevented by bad Boer shooting and by the mud-brick 
houses of the town itself There were no upper storeys to crash 
down and no heavy debris at all Dug-outs, occupied the moment 
alarms went, further reduced risk. 

Casualties were m actual fact very small. Shells of those days 
had none of the shattering power of modern high explosives 
There were a lot of duds and many of these were -afterwards 
responsible for deaths Debris hunters emerged after every 
bombardment and sometimes a secondary barrage announced 
that cautious optimists had reached Valhalla through making their 
finds safe to handle It was often only possible to identify them by 
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a process of elimination Such was the carelessness after a while 
that one defender was seen to be extracting a fuse from a ninety 
four pounder shell while smoking his pipe When a burning wup 
of tobacco fell, he vanished to the accompaniment of a staggering 
explosion 

The weary day was sometimes brightened for the besieged by 
a name runner getting through with news Very often it was 
garbled and highly coloured stuff but it was something different 
and it was magnified into a delusion that there was after all some 
sort of contact with the world outside. One genuine news item 
was that Kronje had decided to hasten the surrender of the town 
by ordering up a really big gun The size of course, was 
exaggerated One Kaffir stated with authority that an ox could 
walk down the muzzle with the greatest of ease, and while the 
anxious garrison w’atchcd emplacements bang made for it, the 
stones grew in scope The ox was replaced by an elephant and 
then brought back to keep the pachyderm company in an imaginary 
walk down the maw* of me new gun 

The weapon arrived on October 2a and opened fire on the 
following morning The first two shell* blundered over Mafeking 
like colossal maybugs and vanished into the remoter parts of 
Bcchuanaland The third dropped into the town s acetylene plant 
and started a bad fire. Others registered hits at various points, 
while one dud ended a promising career in a stock room of tinned 
provisions. At that time, when food was still plentiful the garrison 
maintained that it was less dangerous than the rest of the contents 
of the room. 

It was discovered that the gun was a ninety four-pounder, and 
that it was fired by a German expert specially imported for the 
occasion. When the casualties caused by its first use were listed as 
three men slightly wounded Mafeking took heart of grace. The 
gun was called Aunt Sally, Big Ben Her Ladyship, and other pet 
names With reference to the shells fired by the weapon the old 
boxing saw that the bigger they are, the narder they fall was 
not borne out. 

But the daily rain of shells continued and the big gun took a 
slow toll of lives. This was reduced to a minimum oy the alarm 
bells. In the intervals, raids were frequently made by the British 
with the idea of impressing their perky spirit on the enemy 
Humane feelings still persisted after furious battles. On the 
morning after a raid by FitxClarence which had developed into a 
major fight, Badcn-Powell sent out a white flag and a message 
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asking for a truce to bring in wounded Botha, in command of 
the section concerned, sent back this immortal letter 

Sir, — In reply to your request of this morning, I inform you 
that on amval of this note at its destination an aimistice for two 
hours will be granted in order to remove yout dead bnd wounded 
Your dead and wounded will be brought to the main road, along 
which your men must be brought to fetch them 

We also hold two of yout men pusoners, who, of couise, will 
not be handed over They aie quite well 
I have the honour to be, su , 

Yow obedient servant, 

JDS BOTHA, 
Commandant, Manco Laager 

At the end of October, the Boers enlivened the monotony of 
shellfire by launching a fierce attack on Cannon Kopje It came 
within an ace of succeeding for a shell dropped right among the 
defenders and killed or wounded most of them But this happened 
just when their rifle fire had seriously depleted advancing Boer 
ranks, and, as usual, rather than lose more men ' v the advance 
stopped and did not begin again Early m November a raid under 
Major Godley to the west of the mam Boer camp w< \ successfully 
conducted to remind the enemy that the spirit of the 'arrison >vas 
unbroken j 

Kronje’s reputation began to suffer and, when events / the 
south gave him an excuse, he left the besiegmg forces and handed 
over to General Snyman The new commander beheved to the 
full m the effect of blockade and sat down to starve the town into 
submission For weeks, something akin to boredom settled on 
the garrison There were no attacks with which to grapple, no 
sign of real warfare except a lackadaisical dose of gunfire which 
occasioned neither comment nor fear. By the middle of December, 
the total number of British killed was under a hundred and the 
majority of these had been killed in the fighting outside 

Christmas followed on a terrific thunderstorm which flooded 
every trench and started an outbreak of fever Although food was 
stall plentiful, rations were introduced in view of the unknown 
future The rule was only broken on Christmas Day when a huge 
spread was given m the hotel It was ’like the special breakfast 
for condemned men for, on Boxing Day, an attack was made on 
one of the Boer forts in which twenty-four were killed Espionage 
within and poor reconnaissance without lost the day. Only 
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hesitancy on the part of the Boers sated a real disaster Even then, 
the raiders only just brought oft a difficult retreat in which Sergeant 
Martineau and Trooper Ramsden of the Protectorate regiment 
both won the Victoria Cross. 

The gloom resulting from the defeat was deepened by a runner 
who entered the town with news of the shambles at Colenso and 
Stormberg On January 2, two more runners came in from 
Kimberley and the sole our den of the new's they brought was to 
the effect that Mrs Butler was quite well The garrison was 
naturally relieved to hear tint the lady was enjoying robust health, 
but, as not one single soul in Mafeking bad the slightest idea who 
she was, the humour of the thing did much to cheer people up again 

Melinite, a new explosive, was now tned by the Boers, but 
without notable success. Then shells filled with phosphorus began 
to fall in the town Here again though a few fires started, the 
idea did not work out wclL Another scheme was defeated only 
by sheer lud The Boers loaded a bogy with dynamite, put a 
fuse on it and sent it hurtling along the railway line towraros the 
town A wheel jam spilt the cargo and it went up harmlessly If 
the bogy had careered into Mafeking station yard, a large part of 
the town would certainly ha\e been wrecked The lesson was 
absorbed and sandbags were placed on the rails to prevent a 
repetition of this ingenious idea 

In the separate camp allotted to women, which had seven hundred 
occupants, epidemics began to appear Diphtheria, typhoid and 
smallpox all occurred and gave the weary medical staff far more 
than they could do Iruh Smers of Mercy in the town and many 
of the English women took over nursing and incredible deeds of 
unselfish bras cry and devotion were done. Somehow the gnm 
spectre of disease was held back though never dmen completely 
away 

Every day brought a crop of false rumours and alarms An 
out-of work statistician recorded over three thousand during the 
siege* Every day saw the food rationing tightened Many items 
were vanishing from the menu and no man in the gam son looked 
well fed Tempers became uncertain from boredom and privation. 
There was a lot of grousing, none of which was translated into 
action The hopelessness of the situation with no ray of light m 
a black future, deadened some people and made others desperate. 
It was particularly hard on the non-combatants who had no relief 
in fighting 

Two Irish engineers turned to invention and achieved something 
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that every metal-worker in the town had said was impossible. 
From an iron drain-pipe, rings of cast iron and pieces of enemy 
shells, they fashioned a gun It was a crazy affair of howitzer 
pattern and designed to deliver any missiles that might be handy. 
These varied from Boer duds to projectiles of ancient shape Set 
up with the old naval gun that had been dug up, it showed to great 
advantage On one momentous day, it flung a shell three thousand 
yards The gun came into regular use like all the others and did 
good service Even the excavated naval gun had its victories 
Sometimes the Boers received its missiles first bounce, and there was 
one tremendous occasion when a hoary old cannon ball hurdled 
across the veld, hit a rock and jumped the Boer camp like a spring- 
bok Even the ranks of Tuscany could scarce forbear to cheer 

At this time, too, a British raid carried a Boer trench m an 
outlying brickfield which was held It brought the rival forces 
within a hundred yards of each other m that sector and resulted 
m a daily exchange of backchat which was a great relief to all 
Friendly shooting at bottles sometimes took place which often 
degenerated into a real fight when some misguided smper drilled 
one of the judges There were times when war became a vulgar 
brawl and men threw stones at each other Anything was better 
than the same old war 

But misery in the town was slowly growing all the time And, 
if the garrison was stiffly rationed, the Barolongs in the native stadt 
were actually starvmg Boer spies discovered the fact and 
endeavoured to play on the natives’ desperation to make them rise 
and overwhelm the town When this failed, they made a dreadful 
mistake Believing that a taste of fire would finally snap the 
restraint of the starvmg blacks, they shelled the kralls As a result, 
the British acquired six thousand physically weakened but ferocious 
allies A very real anxiety was taken from Baden-Powell’s mind 

Gradually, the Boer forces slumped mto inactivity Even the 
big gun was covered up and only cleared for action when the 
British deliberately goaded it with irritating stings from then- 
battered seven-pounders Sometimes this developed mto an artillery 
duel distinguished by complete ineffectiveness on both sides The 
Boers, however, achieved one classic performance when a couple 
of openmg shots from Aunt Sally were aimed so high that they 
landed in their compatriots’ camp on the other side of Mafekmg. 
Interest m gunnery faded again. 

But, while a kind of peace reigned, hunger stalked more openly 
every day In the native stadt there were heart-rending sights The 
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intruders and beat the others off with ferocity. British soldiers were 
able to leave this wing of the action entirely to the Barolongs and 
devote their attention to the fort They surrounded it and began 
to snipe at the loopholes The Boers surrendered after several 
hours and victory came from the brmk of defeat Two hundred 
Boers in the native stadt ran the gauntlet of a hot fire with only a 
few losses No captives were taken because of the food shortage. 

Horse meat was now reduced to a ration every other day, for 
the horses themselves were skeletons Milk was almost unobtain- 
able and many people in the town took to staring out over the 
bleached distances, hopeless eyes striving to see a rehevmg force 
that was not there. Certain signs began, however, to show that the 
Boers were uneasy Shelling began again and the customary truce 
on Sundays was regularly broken There were frequent movements 
in their camps as though alarming news kept commg m Some- 
times a unit moved out and did not return 

These signs increased and at last a runner got through with news 
of a British rehef column on the way Baden-Powell got ready to 
co-operate and prepared a mobile force of two hundred men and 
two guns He was worried by the fact that De la Rey, an able 
strategist, had taken over the Boer camp from Snyman 

But all went well Colonel Mahon’s column of eleven hundred 
men joined with Plumer at Massibi and began a combined offensive 
to save the town De la Rey’s enveloping attack was beaten back 
with the aid of the Royal Horse Artillery and a cavalry attack 
followed up which forced a quick retirement Mahon and Plumer 
halted seven miles from the town and rested Half an hour after 
midnight on May 17, the last march began The garrison of 
Mafcking was now in a grandstand from which they watched the 
final scenes portrayed on the night sky by gun flashes They 
cheered and screamed with joy as the Boers faded doggedly mto 
the distance And, at 3 30, the war-stained town, softened by moon- 
light, greeted its dehverers Towards the end of the day, after the 
surrounding country had been cleared, garrison and relievers 
paraded and people went crazy with joy. 

Mafcking defied siege for two hundred and seventeen days and 
twenty thousand projectiles fell m the town Military gam from 
its relief was small, the psychological value was incalculable 
Kruger had annexed both Mafeking and Kimberley by proclama- 
tion, yet neither place became his The Boer forces suffered greatly 
in morale because of that And one of the most extraordinary 
sieges in history left the besiegers lamenting 
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O v first thoughts one would hardl) associate the digging of a 
canal with gnat adventure, the Panama Canal in 
particular, conjures up little more than respect for a 
successful engineering feat Refer to it in almanack or guide 
book, and note us simple details 

Panama Canal Length fift) and a half miles depth 
fom five feet Width three hundred feet 

But now read between those cold facts, and know the drama 
that was enacted to bring them into being — a drama which lasted 
more than thirty years, a talc of magnificent cndcasour and tragic 
failures, of death disillusionment and disaster It is a story which 
begins as a dream a full three hundred and fifty years before its 
first ambitious chapter was written 

When strangers from across the uncharted waters first sighted 
America in 1492, they looked upon a line of unbroken coast which 
stretched for endless miles tram north to south The two 
Americas were then one, bounded on the cast by the Atlantic and 
00 the west by the mighty Pacific, but it was not until a score more 
years had passed that the very existence of that vast western sea 
was proved A year later however, the Spaniards discovered a 
narrow strip of land which linked the two Americas together and 
dreamed of an artificial waterway through which their ships might 
pass. But that dream remained a dream for ccn tunes, and though 
the two oceans lashed the rugged coasts of that narrow stnp of 
land, separated only by a mere fifty miles of hills and forests, many 
hundreds of miles of angry waters and adverse winds by between 
those brave manners and their Pacific goal 

It was not until 1850 that a ship canal was scnously proposed, 
and engineers considered the task of cutting a way across the 
continent. When Cortes, In 1530 had searched for either a natural 
passage or a point which could be pierced, the canal idea was 
rejected in Spain by a courtier who declared that If God had 
wished for such a channel He would have opened one for Himself 
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And truly, in the light of events which followed with the years o 
heart-breaking endeavour, it seemed as though that noble of ol< 
Spam had spoken prophetically In 1858 a concession was obtamec 
from the Nicaraguan Government and Costa Rica for the purposi 
of building a canal Workshops were erected, and surveyors begai 
to explore the line along which it was proposed to drive the water 
way, but financial support was not forthcoming, and the first o 
the long-dreamed efforts came to naught A second attempt wa 
made by American enterpnse m 1870, but that, too, got no furthe 
than the preliminary expedition Five years later another voyag 
of exploration was embarked upon, followed by still more pro 
posals and as many as eight or rune schemes before the yea 
1880 

It was then that Monsieur Ferdinand de Lesseps, a Frenchman 
put forward his scheme for a canal across the Panama isthmus, bu 
that, also, was opposed by the American authorities Monsieur d< 
Lesseps was used to opposition, however, and, more important 
he was used to overcoming it He and none other had carried th< 
dream of the Suez Canal from vague plans to triumphant con 
elusion, in the face of every form of hostility and open disbehef 
until the very men who had scorned his ambitions had learned t( 
laud him — had even decorated him De Lesseps had, by hi; 
Suez triumph, brought riches to those who had trusted his faith 
and honour to his native country In return, honours had beer 
showered upon him Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour bein£ 
but one of ms well-earned rewards 

Monsieur Ferdinand de Lesseps had already begun a series oi 
lectures m defence of his scheme At Amiens, m 1879, he hac 
announced that, all being well, a public subscription would be 
opened within a matter of months, and that shortly afterwards he 
himself would set out for the isthmus In his ambitious dreams 
he visualized the turning of the first sod on New Year’s Day, 1880 
He portrayed how, with some thirty thousand to forty thousand 
navvies, the work could be completed within seven or eight years 
Some of these navvies would be Chinese, but at least fifteen thousand 
of them would be free negroes from Brazil, whom the Emperor 
Pedro would doubtless agree to send In July that year, at a lunch 
given in his honour, he announced that the Panama scheme would 
be launched that month, with an issue of eight hundred thousand 
shares, each of five hundred francs — then about ^20,000,000 At a 
breakfast two days later, an American pressman, toasting the 
scheme in reply to a toast to American co-operation, said boldly 
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The country of George Washington will give unlimited assistance 
to the country of Lafayette 

Slowly but surely fired by hi* own indomitable enthusiasm 
France took up Dc Lesseps i cause At Rouen a week later he 
reminded his hundreds of hearers of the difficulties he had overcome 
in the Suez task, he told them that the Panama Canal could be 
started at once, that though it would be a long task filled with 
difficulties and the same opposition it could he completed within a 
few years. The Pope himself conferred his blessing upon the 
proposed work, expressing his view that, morally even more than 
materially, it might bring about a bond of union between the two 
worlds. 

In spite of all this optimism and faith however the American 
Government took no active interest in the proposed canal indeed 
it was actually said that no action was necessary to protect American 
interests, primarily because the route selected for the canal was 
considered impracucablc, and secondly because the scheme was 
considered almost certain to end in failure as a result of insufficient 
financial support and American co-opcra tion But in spite of all 
this and more, De Lesseps continued to fight for the realization 
of his dream Argument after argument was thrown down to 
challenge his ambitious hopes, hut he answered them all with the 
confidence that only a man with supreme faith can have. The 
same prejudices about die difference in levels of the two seas, he 
said answering one attack were put forward when the Suez 
scheme was still cm paper The Suez Canal was built. The Panama 
Canal could also be built, the engineers had reported nothing 
which could not be overcome. He spoke again on these lines in 
Liverpool early in 1880 amid great applause. He announced that 
a contract was already proposed with a rcltable firm to carry out 
the work for five hundred million francs — some twenty million 
pounds — and that it might even be posable to complete the task 
within six years 

At last the scheme was launched, and in America whence some 
of the greatest opposition and doubt had been heard, private sub- 
scribers took up no fewer than thirty six thousand shares on the 
first day A day later this total was increased to sixty three thousand 
shares, and within a week the total number applied for m all 
countries had reached about one and a quarter millions Even 
those who had doubted were forced to admit the enormous success 
of the scheme, and they were further encouraged to learn that prt 
hminary negotiations were already well in hand On January 6, 
o* 
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1881, the first party o£ men left Pans for Panama — forty-eight 
engineers and workmen — and M de Lesseps accompamed them to 
the St Lazare station, whence they departed, cheered to the echo 
as the tram carried them out of sight on the first stage of their 
journey The great adventure had begun 

On January 31, 1881, the first constitutive meeting of the 
Panama Canal Company’s shareholders was held m Paris, and every 
class of shareholder was well represented, from beribonned 
capitalist with his twenty-five thousand holding to maid-servants 
m prim white bonnets Amid storms of applause, Ferdinand de 
Lesseps, chairman of the concern and originator of the scheme, 
was hailed as the greatest genius on earth Nme days later a tele- 
gram from Panama announced the arrival of the engineers at the 
isthmus By February 24 it was further announced that five 
survey camps had been set up, and that the entire party was at work 
In the issue of the Panama Star and Herald of February 3 it 
was recorded that the workers had been met, as they had left them 
native soil, with cheers ringing in their ears No time was lost, 
and before long more satisfactory reports were on their way to 
Paris The location of the line was determined, timber was being 
cleared preparatory to prekminary excavations, arrangements of 
such matters as rights of way and tide deeds were well m hand 
Soon, very soon, the actual task of “ splitting the continent m 
two” would be begun It was realized, of course, that a vast 
amount of work would be necessary before any swift progress could 
be made Organization of local details, such as the collection of 
gear — machmery for dredging, drilling, blasting and clearing rocks 
and earth — must necessarily take time, quite probably a year or 
more must elapse before even the mechanical side of the opera- 
tions would be m full swmg, but meanwhile there was labour 
enough to be found on the isthmus itself to cope with such work 
as could be started right away 

Alas for high hopes and ambitions' Those who waited so 
eagerly in Pans for news of De Lesseps’s great scheme were not to 
know the full nature of the task that lay before that litde band of 
men so many hundreds of miles away across the mighty ocean 
Even the men themselves had not the shghtest conception of what 
they were up against Fired with enthusiasm they set to work, 
and the splendid optimism which surrounded the affair in Paris 
was echoed m Panama The great Sarah Bernhardt went there, 
and a special performance was given at the local theatre France 
was, once more, to have the honour of a great engineering triumph, 
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and Frenchmen all o\cr the world were happy in the knowledge 
of it 

The Panama Canal was a big task and the company started 
it on a big scale — big salaries, spacious buildings for engineers, 
labourers, and machinery Thousands of workers were imported, 
and the line along which the sea would one day flow' was attacked 
with energy and determination Even as the workers toiled con 
tracts were placed for the finest machinery Nothing was spared, 
least of all monev 

Bigger than the task in hand however, was the country and 
the army of workers were not long in finding out the first of the 
obstacles which had not been mentioned when the scheme was 
launched Those things could not ha\e been mentioned — because 
no one thought of them, and because no one thought of them no 
provision was made for them The isthmus, to those who waited 
at home for news, was nothing more than a strip of Land which had 
to be pierced but those who were trying to pierce it toon learned 
iu worst secret It was swampy , furt norm ore, in every hollow and 
crevice there were swarms — myriads — of mosquito lanue. Fever 
broke out— first malaria, and then yellow fever Workmen and 
engineers fell ill and died The fever spread and they died like 
flics, hundreds of them every month 

Death in any circumstances has a demoralizing effect but 
when it occurs on a tremendous scale amongst an army of men 
unprepared for it, and unable to escape, the results arc too obvious 
to need detailed description To make matters worse With the 
tremendous influx of workers had come a large number of the type 
who spelled trouble. Amongst the thousands of honest workers 
these parasites found good pickings Gambling orgid, and almost 
every conceivable form of vice took root, and spread like the fevers 
until Panama became not only one of the most unhealthy spots 
within thousands of miles, but also the most loose and Lawless. 
The fact that men never knew, from one day to another, when they 
would be stricken with disease did not help They lived as they 
pleased, sparing no thoughts for a future which might not oast 
for them 

None of this news reached France, where it was still thought 
that everything was proceeding according to plan, therefore it was 
not until too late that any measures were taken to stem the tide of 
disaster Things went from bad to worse. Political troubles were 
added to the chaos. It was suggested that France had ideas of 
annexing or controlling the Panama isthmus. Fighting broke out. 
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and American battleships appeared on the scene to quell the 
disorders The work which was progressing, slower, much 
slower than had been expected, began to fall off, and it was 
reahzed suddenly that the available funds would be quite inade- 
quate for the mighty task Instead of adhering to the original 
plan of M de Lesseps, namely to cut a deep waterway across the 
isthmus, it was decided that locks would have to be built The 
contracting compames did not complete their work and began to 
fail The great task slowly but surely came to a halt, then a mmor 
panic ensued 

In France alone there were some four hundred thousand 
shareholders to whom the success of the Panama Canal meant 
everything, and they were forced to realize, quite unexpectedly, 
that there was more than a chance that the canal might never even 
be completed Only one thing could save the whole scheme from 
disaster, and that was the immediate raising of more money, but 
by then many of those who had been swept off their feet with 
enthusiasm were loath to see good money follow bad, many more 
had nothing left to contribute In desperation it was decided 
to obtain permission to hold a lottery to provide funds M de 
Lesseps issued a circular to all shareholders, explaining the situa- 
tion, and appealing for co-operation Not until the eleventh 
hour, however, did the French Government pass the bill to allow 
the lottery-then it failed through lack of support 

Nothing but failure lay m view of De Lesseps and his 
colleagues The great scheme upon which so many hundreds of 
people had pinned their faith lay on the brink of disaster The 
concession granted to the company was m danger of expiring, 
work was at a standstill, and even the most optimistic were in 
despair “ In seven years it can be completed,” De Lesseps had 
said, but that was m 1881, and the year 1888 had already arrived 
In the great excavations so many miles across the sea, machinery 
lay rotting and rusting where ships should have been sailing But 
still the indomitable engmeer, De Lesseps, would not admit 
defeat “ The Panama Canal will be completed ” 

Then, on December 14, 1888, the tragic notice was posted in 
Paris to the effect that the Panama Canal Company had sus- 
pended payment An emergency cabinet meeting was called to 
avert a crisis on the Bourse De Lesseps and his colleagues 
resigned their posts, and three liquidators were appointed to take 
charge of the company’s affairs With no funds, and little more 
than expensive machinery and buildings as assets, the prospects 
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looked bleak enough, but with a cot ession, which meant life or 
death to the scheme in acute danger of expiring and with a good 
thirty miles of the canal as yet uncut there did not seem mu<*h 
hope of saving anything from the wrccl age. 

To the credit of his countrymen however, a vote of confidence 
was passed in favour of Dc Lesseps, even at such an hour of 
darkness, and at a great meeting of shareholders on December 27 
it was resolved not to claim payment of coupons and annuities 
until the canal opened It was decided that more money should 
be raised at once, so that work could be resumed immediately and, 
miraculously, by the end of the vear about nine thousand men 
were employed once more 

Meanwhile in certain quarters of the city rumour had been 
at work Even while a representative sent oy the liquidators to 
Panama was playing for an extension of the all important con- 
cession legal advisers to the government were deciding that 
certain of the company s affairs should be looked into without 
delay Monsieur dc Lesseps who had been offered the chairman 
ship of the new company formed to take over and save the 
assets of the old one, suddenly found himself under suspicion The 
report of a commission which returned from Panama was to the 
effect that the canal might be completed for nineteen million four 
hundred thousand pounds more but that thirty million pounds 
must be allowed for in all taking into consideration any emcr 
gencics which might ante — as they had arisen before. This meant 
that, with fifty million pounds already spent, the total estimated 
cost of the canal was eighty million pounds The original estimate 
of Dc Lesseps had been a total of twenty million pounds. 

When this was realized and when news came that the con 
cession would be extended provided that an immediate return to 
work was guaranteed, a renewed effort was made to establish the 
new company on sound lines but the revelations were too much 
for the people. Of the fifty millions which had already been 
spent, it became known that only about two-third* had actually 
been spent on constructive work the remainder had been 
frittered away The company s shares fell from their original 
five hundred francs to align dy over twenty-seven franc* Public 
indignation reached such a pitch and feeling grew so bitter that 
the public prosecutor determined to institute an official enquiry 
at once. And then the world was startled to learn that Ferdinand 
de Lesseps, hi* son and three colleague* were threatened with 
arrest 
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Few really believed that Ferdinand de Lesseps was guiltv/ of 
any real crime It was just that his ambitions had run away ? l vnth 
him. He had promised too much, even though he had always >Yheld 
the utmost faith m those ambitions The task had proved ovr'er- 
whelmingly big, and that, so far as its creator was concerneo^d, 
was his only mistake Now, instead of the triumphs which woulaV 
have been his had it succeeded, he lay ill and aged at his country 
home, with the disgrace which failure had brought him On 
February 9, 1889, the court pronounced judgment, and Ferdinand 
de Lesseps, holder of the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour, 
innocent save that he dreamed extravagantly, was sentenced to five 
years’ imprisonment and fined three thousand francs 

On December 7, 1894, he died, and had it not been for pro- 
vision made by grateful associates in the earlier Suez Canal 
scheme, his family would have been destitute All he possessed, 
and all that his wife and children possessed, had been invested in 
Panama bonds Spasmodically, and with little hope of success, the 
work went ahead at Panama The years passed, and although 
nothing constructive was done, the Americans, always hostile to the 
French scheme, and always inclined to challenge the project with 
a “ Nicaraguan Canal,” saw an opportunity for turnmg the 
failure of the first ambitious scheme into success On December 
28, 1899 — eighteen long years since that first ill-fated expedition 
began operations — a company was incorporated in New Jersey, 
with a capital of thirty million dollars It was called the Panama 
Canal Company of America, and it acquired the French interests 
With power to quadruple its capital if necessary, its aims were to 
enlarge, complete, and work the still unfinished canal 

Thousands had met rum with the failure of the French scheme, 
and thousands had died along the banks of that mighty excavation 
Overgrown with trees and the lush vegetation of the swamps, 
the cutting spoke only of failure and despair Machinery lay 
rotting in the sodden ground, dredges, deserted and long un- 
worked, jutted forlornly from the muddy water, old-fashioned and 
useless, tribute only to the millions of francs which had been spent 
so lavishly and unwisely Now, with a capital of dollars instead of 
francs, fresh enthusiasm suddenly swept the field “ The Panama 
Canal will be completed ” 

First, profiting by the terrible lessons of recent years, elaborate 
preparations were made to remove the fever danger from that part 
of the country With a concession extended for ten more years, 
the Americans set to work, and once more a glimmering of hope 



HLA>Tlsr A COiTtWrST TWO C ^ 

was frit in far-nl 1 ranee where so many slurcWdcrs still 
reiaircd ificrr little intercut. Hut once again the funds were 
inadequate In ipte of all the pond work d me In the Trench in 
spite of all the mtHmni of torn of excavation* ahead) completed 
when the new company tool met work ceased once more Again 
runner wav unight for found and «nent ami again it vanished 
Into that trcmcndmi* rutting (Kiwrrn tne two oceans 

In t\>3 came live Spanish American war and moil h'e deb) 
With the United Mates at prarc again the demand for com 
p'ctn n on (lie canal wai renewed but once again there wat 
internal disagreement as to the pbn whi h should Iwr earned out 
All along e'er nnce the I ren h lud Tint started negotiations the 
A men cam had tailed of a competitive project— the Nicaraguan 
route and nt w it seemed dial tht* might well \k pocetdcd wntli 
If so, all wat Jmt tn the slurchnMen in I ranee Ixxausc all the 
year* o' Lhiur that had gone into their anal w-nuld be ignored 
If on the trhet ham! the 1 tmeh sold all iIkit interests to the 
United Main tl etc wav util a cliancc of recouping part o' the lent 
milhom l ut tic \n crtcam were in a strong position Sooner 
than Ime even dung the French were bound tn accept a figure 
ndicuhnnh Wow that wlu h thev expected toget 

A canal lud l<» lx- Innlt that wav the onh vertatn thing about 
all the di m ion and bargaining but tt had to 1* decided where 
and In whom A* thtngv were a dnp wat forced to tail a full 
nine thmiund miles out of ttt wa) to get from one ocean to the 
odicr l mails in too President Rootcveli decided that the 
canal 1 1 lid l>c luult h) the United State* — and diat tlic old 
Panama route thould l»c used 

1 ven then however the problem of Panama wat not solved 
fer rrvo utionv flircd and died a republic was formed and caused 
mil more trouble over negotiation* for terntorx Mo c deb) 
onlv to \k followed In more controvert) Wat the canal to l>c a 
sea level waterwa) or was it to be worked with IolVi? At b« 
after more vastcu years, the lock idea was decided upon Once 
again was the xxmingl) never-ending task begun 

With the pawing of the )cars the age of rmchincr) had pro- 
gressed Now to the scene of so much wear) and fruitless labour 
came all the bustle of the carls nineteen hundreds — concrete 
mixers, steel dynamite and mighty shovels Again the land 
around that amazing cutting came to life teeming with workers, 
and echoing to die noise of busy machinery U) 1905 it had 
stopped again, this lime it was a further outbreak of fever 
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But nothing could stem the building of the Panama Canal, even 
though it seemed that it never could be completed More yeiars 
slipped by 1910 1911 . 1912 Steadily pushing onwards, 

meeting obstacles of every kmd, passing them by, the workers 
toiled obstinately at their task, and in the end it was finished C\n 
August 15, 1914, it was opened to commercial traffic 

After nearly thirty-four years of uncertainty, ruin, death, and 
disillusionment for thousands, the waters of the two oceans met 
Success was built out of failure Though hundreds of those 
ambitious followers of De Lessens never lived to see the outcome of 
the scheme — and though few who know it to be accomplished may 
actually set eyes upon it — it is good to know that, after all, the 
great De Lesseps spoke the truth when he said “ The Panama 
Canal will be completed ” 



ROUND THE WORLD FOR A WAGER 

By 

T C BRIDGES and H TILTMAN 

”r wacui you a thousand pounds to a fiver you re not game to 

I work your parage round the world — taking say, five years 
* to do it working for your h\mg as you go 

The speaker was a splendid looking old man with a great mane 
of white hair a white beard and fierce, bush) eyebrows, while the 
youngster whom he addressed was a tall slim overgrown boy, 
whose pale face told a talc of late hours and shaky nerves There 
was a taunt m the words, a taunt which seemed almost cruel yet 
which was quite deliberate for Mr Jonathan Holders knew rus 
man and was fighting for his very soul The taunt did the trick. 

Doncl cried tne boy and that is how Greenhorn — as 
he prefers to be known — started on his strange senes of 
adventures. 

Greenhorn was one of those thousands of boys wbo left school 
to be thrown into the mire and misery of the Great War He got 
his commission at seventeen and went at once to France and the 
front line trenches. He then transferred to the flying corps and 
a couple of crashes nearly finished him Yet vvith the aid of 
whisky he earned on As he says himself, I found that when 
human endurance comes to an end whisky can give an inhuman 
power to carry on 

Then came the Armistice and return to London Untrained 
for any job what could he do? In point of fact he did most 
things, from posing as artist s model to acting as butler in a big 
house. But no job lasted long and he was almost down and out 
when Mr Holders, an old family friend, came to the rescue with 
the proposal already quoted 

Greenhorn s remaining capital was seventeen pounds, and after 
many vain efforts to get a job which would carry him across the 
Atlantic be wus forced to spend thirteen pounds on a steerage 
passage to New York He lived a week of such filth and squalor 
as he had never known even in the trenches, and started to scour 
New York for a job The only one he found was of newspaper 
canvasser paid on a commission basis. It was summer a fierce 
sun baked the aty He wore out his shoes and nearly died of heat, 
623 
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then by a special mercy heard of work in a Maine lumber camp 
and went 

From a log hut emerged the burly foreman, and stood, hands 
on hips, staring Then his face crinkled, and he began to laugh 
He roared, he bellowed, till the tears ran down his cheeks, and the 
unlucky Greenhorn stood feeling and looking like a fool To the 
boss this tall, slim youth, in his town clothes, was simply a figure 
of fun 

“ Say, you are sure going to one swell party ! ” gasped the fore- 
man at last, and when Greenhorn assured him he had come to 
work he dissolved again into shouts of mirth Yet he was not at 
heart ill-natured, for he provided die newcomer with an outfit 
suited to his job, and even offered him a chew of tobacco 

“ No — thanks very much,” said the youngster, “ I haven’t 
started diat yet ” 

“You’d better start it soon then, son, if you want to make a 
man of yourself,” retorted the foreman, and handed him over to 
the “crumb-boss,” a terribly crippled man, whose task it was to 
keep the hut and bunks free of undesirable insects, which, by the 
way, was a quite impossible task The lumber-jacks were of every 
race — Turks, Poles, Russians, Greeks, Swiss, and half-breeds 
Their first amusement was to strip the newcomer and make him 
do a song and dance He crept at last to his bunk, sick and shaken 
Next day to work Work with a great double-bitted axe, a tool 
he had never used before By midday every muscle shrieked for 
rest, and every smew was strained beyond endurance He stuck 
it, and by the end of six months in camp was as fit as any of them 
and had gained two stone m weight It made a man of him, yet 
it was a beastly experience Every Saturday and Sunday most of 
the men got roaring drunk and fought like beasts There was no 
mercy for one who fell, for the other would trample on his face 
with his spiked boots The cold, too, was terrible, the temperature 
running far below zero, and once Greenhorn got his face frozen 
and had to spend five days of agony before he recovered 

One day m spring he walked into the foreman’s hut and told 
him he was leavmg 

“ Well, Bill,” said the other, “ I can hardly beheve you’ve stuck 
it IPs made a man of you, and if you ever want a job there’s 
one P u so long as I’m foreman ” 

{ us call him Bill rather than Greenhorn, for by this time 

y mger green — went south to look for a job m new 

got one fifteen minutes after he had left the tram 
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Ten davs on foul food and fouler water were enough He cleared 
out, and got work, on a Missouri ranch where hi* first experience 
was to Ik: nut on top of a bucking mule. The brute nearly stood 
on it* head then reared on us hind legs leaned into the air, and 
came down with a mcious sidewa)s twist Its next effort was to 
try to get its rider s leg between Us teeth and finally, with a 
combined buck, kick, and twist, flung him on bis head 

It was not until afterward that be discovered that one of the 
cowboys had inserted a dozen large, prickly burrs between the 
saddle-cloth and the mule s back liut nc got his own back when 
a tractor arrived and he was the only man in the place who could 
drive il 

When this job ran out Bill thought he would try harvesting 
Having sf>cnt most of his money he tried stealing a ride on a freight 
tram and, curling himself on some straw fell asleep He was 
weakened b) a savage kick and scrambled up to see his bag being 
hurled over the side of the car bv a huge brakeman 

Get ofT this train or I 11 break your something neck bawled 
the brute, and although the train was travelling pretty fast Bill 
was forced to jump By a miracle he landed without anything 
worse than bruises. Later he learned where he had blundered He 
should have offered a bribe and would then have been allowed to 
remain where he was 

He got a job stooklng oats and barley, and, though he thought 
himself hard found that this work required a brand new set of 
muscles, and the first ten days were almost as bad os the first week 
in the lumber camp Barring a very close call from being bitten 
by a big rattlesnake which was hidden in the stubble, he had no 
special adventures and for the rest of the season he followed the 
harvest northward until autumn found him over the border in 
Canada 

Calgary is not a bad place in summer but it is distinctly cold 
in winter, and jobs arc not plentiful at that season of the year 
Bill tried for work as night watchman, but the aty fathers turned 
him down and he was at his wit s and money s end when a landl) 
constable suggested that he might enlist in the North-west Mounted 
Police. 

Ragged and almost penniless, he was yet kindly received and 
when ne was able to prove that he bad served in the infantry and 
the flying corps in the war he was taken as a recruit in the most 
famous police force not merely in the British Empire, but in the 
world. 
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The motto of the force is “ Get your man,” and a Mountie never 
fails to do so If a Mountie sent after a criminal came back and 
said, “ I couldn’t get him,” he would simply be dismissed the force 
— the greatest disgrace in the world If he is killed in the chase 
another takes his place One night when Bill was m the guard- 
room a prisoner was brought in Eighteen months earlier this 
man had shot and robbed a rancher and got away A Mountie 
sent after him was shot, and the criminal escaped to Labrador, 
where, disguised by a beard and a limp, he lived, as he thought, in 
safety 

The wounded policeman got well and followed He turned up 
in the village, and the killer fled The Mountie followed At the 
end of a seven weeks’ chase across terrible country the fugitive 
turned and dropped his gun 

“ For God’s sake take me,” he cried wildly “ My hair’s white, 
and I can’t sleep If I shoot you another Mountie will come after 
me, and another, and another, there’s no getting away from you ” 

Here is another story, even more amazing, illustrating the 
tenacity of the force A murder occurred in an Eskimo village 
north of the Arctic Circle It was nearly a year before news reached 
the police, and a sergeant was sent to arrest the man He travelled 
thousands of miles across a snow-clad wilderness, from one village 
to another, learning the language as he travelled In each village 
he started a school, told the people of the white man’s law, and 
established a native constable At last he learned where the 
murderers lived, but he learned too that the murdered men were 
two brutal prospectors who had merited their fate, and who had 
been killed in a fight which they themselves had started 

Three years from his first setting out the sergeant returned with 
his prisoners, who were sent to school and taught English, so that 
they could understand their trial They were then tried, found 
guilty, sentenced, but their sentences were at once quashed, they 
were pardoned, and sent back to their own village, where they 
were made special constables The sergeant was made an inspector, 
and received the police medal, the highest honour the force can 
confer 

A friend of Bill’s, Constable Little, was sent after a man who 
had gone mad and run amok Little trailed him for days into 
the Arctic, and came up with him raving and running stark naked 
Then came the trip back, night after night alone in the snow with 
a madman One night the fellow got loose and attacked Little, 
half killing him Blinded with blood, Little went in chase again, ' 
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and not his man onl) to find him so ill with exposure that it was 
dajs before he could tmcl again The return journey took three 
months, and the ghastl) part of it was that Little was going mad 
himself Lack ot sleep and long association with this howling 
maniac was affecting hts brain 

lhll s own chief adventure was a raid on a Vancouver opium 
den to pick un a wanted murderer Six men went armed with 
revolvers and Dali cartridge. Led by a secret service agent they 
crept in single file along a low roofed stone passage and reached 
n wooden grille, at which the) knocked An ugl) yellow face 
showed through a trap then they smashed through and faced as 
evil looking a mob as an) film fan could desire to set eyes on 
For a moment silence then the siazlmg hiss of flung steel and 
Ted one of Bills best fnends in the force sank down with a 
keen pointed knife deep in his throat The murderer came flashing 
past, clearing the bod) with a bound but before he could gam the 
door the secret service man had bid him out with a smashing 
blow from a length of lead pipe. 

Bill liked his life in the police but he began to think of hts 
wager and it seemed time to move on if he washed to win it A 
beautiful three masted schooner was in the harbour bound for the 
South Seas, and he went aboard and told the skipper he should 
like to sail with him The skipper t cyci roamed over the scarlet 
tunic, elegant riding breeches, and polished boots 

Don't )ou do it my boy he said It s a dog s life. Bill 
did not belies c him though afterwards he wished he had He 
bought himself out of the police and went aboard 

Going from one job to another sa\s Bill is just like a 
perpetual moving from prep school to public school You have 
just achieved some sort of position when )ou arc suddcnl) cast in 
wath a new set of companions among whom you arc the smallest 
of small fr) The other men make it as hard as they can for you but 
if you stick it, grin and bear it they usuall) turn decent in the end 
The schooner was the hardest school that Bill had yet discovered. 
He w'as cooped up in a space thirteen feet long by six wide with a 
tough lot of brutes and though the captain was decent the mate 
was a bucko of the hard old type, whose orders were accom- 
panied by kicks and blows To make matters worse the whole of 
the first fortnight was one of bitterly cold northerly gales. The 
food was horrible and what between starvation and sea sickness 
Bill grew very weak He could not stomach the salt pork and hash 
which were the only food and to make matters worse, his hand* 
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from pulling on water-soaked ropes, became a mass of festering 
sores Two hours of every watch had to be spent m pumping the 
ship dry 

One day, unable to go aloft, he was savagely attacked by the 
mate, who knocked him senseless, and would probably have killed 
him if the captain had not mterfered and sent Bill below, where he 
got six hours’ sleep 

That was the turning-point He found his appetite, and grew 
fit agam As they drew south it became very hot, and the ship 
was becalmed Water was rationed down to a tumblerful apiece 
each day, so there was no longer any washing The mate was still 
Bill’s enemy It was rope’s end or toe of his boot at every hour of 
the day Eventually Bill inserted m the seat of his trousers a flat 
piece of wood, which he found a very present help in time of trouble 

We could write this whole chapter on Bill’s adventures during 
this ghastly voyage, but must be content with one incident 

A man known as “ Swede ” bought a bottle of gin from the 
captain, and got very drunk When drunk this man was a 
dangerous lunatic Annoyed with Bill because he refused a drink 
of this poisonous spirit, Swede whipped out a knife and chased 
him Bill raced up the fore rigging, but the maniac came after 
him with the knife between his teeth Drunk as he was, he 
climbed the faster of the two Bill slid down, raced across the 
deck, and ran up the mam-mast rigging, where he clung, ninety 
feet above the deck “ Swede ” followed, but half-way up stopped 
His brain was so addled he had forgotten what he was after, and, 
to Bill’s mtense relief, the man climbed slowly down and went back 
to his interrupted carouse Next day he had not the slightest 
recollection of what had happened 

After eighty days at sea the schooner at last beat into Suva, in 
the Fiji Islands, and Bill hurried ashore to present a letter of intro- 
duction to a doctor, a friend of Mr Holders The doctor gazed at 
Bill, who, as he says himself, looked like a very bedraggled crow 
But when he realized who Bill was he hurried him into his bath- 
room, and laid out clean white ducks Three months’ solid dirt 
was removed, and after a shave and hair-cut a complete stranger 
appeared to enjoy the doctor’s excellent lunch 

The doctor helped Bill to find a job with a planter, and he 
started across the island It was a pleasant journey, and the natives 
were pleasant people So was their food Prawns cooked with a 
pale pink coco-nut sauce formed Bill’s favourite dish The man 
Bill worked for was called Macdonald, and he had a gold-mine 
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Roll, n huge, laughing natnc was boss of the gang who worked 
it and Bill acted as foreman The names were a lazy crowd and 
knowing that their new boss was raw to the game did so little 
work that in the end Bill grew annojed and cuffed one of them 
There was a nasty look in the man s c^cs as he got up, but he went 
on with his work Presently to Bill s amazement he saw the 
faithful Roh leading the bo)s away The whole lot had downed 
tools and quit All Bill could do was to go and tell Macdonald 
what had happened 

It was not until later that Bill got the truth The bo) whom 
he had struck had simply been waiting hu chance to gel behind 
his white boss and dmc a pick into his skull Roll knew this 
and managed the strike in order to sa\c a murder 

BUI s next stage was a vojage to Australia on a liner as sailor s 
Peggy In other words, he was steward to the fo c sle and not 

a bad job at that After semng breakfast and making up the 
bunks he had nothing to do for the rest of the day but s me two 
meals and wash-up dishes. He got a pound a week and his keep 
He lived well and the sailors were decent to him. 

Nine days brought the ship to Sjdncy, where Bill landed light 
hcnrtcdly and set to search for a job The town was rotten with 
strikes there was no money about, and there had been a bad 
drought. Briefly, there was no worl to be had and as he tramped 
the streets in pouring rain his spirits sank to zero At last he 
w-as driven to a dreadful doss-house kept by a horrible half-caste. 
One side of the man s body had been blasted by lightening the 
whole left side of his face w^as one hideous scar his left leg was 
withered, his left arm ended in a steel hook Twopence a night 
was the charge for a filthy bunk with a wooden pillow 

Even then Bill had not reached the bottom for even the two- 
pence* failed and he was forced to spend the nights on a bench 
in the park He met there an old sundowner (tramp) who was 
extraordinarily kind and shared with him a crust of bread and a 
wad of newspapers which they used as blankets to keep out the 
cold. It can be bitterly cold in Sydney on a winter night. 

Desperate, Bill determined to break a shop-window and find 
refuge m prison Anything was better that freezing and starving 
in the park But a policeman forestalled him and instead of 
running him in offered him a half-crown The kindness of the 
man brought the tears to Bill s eyes 

No, “ he muttered, I can t take it, but — but thank you a 
thousand times. He was turning away when the kindly policeman 
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stopped him, and told of a hostel where ex-soldiers could get 
blankets and a free meal Bill went, the people were indescribably 
kind, and the luxury of warmth and food were equally beyond 
description 

Then quite suddenly his luck changed By the purest accident 
he ran into the Stantons, old friends whom he had previously met 
in Fiji Within twenty-four hours he had a job on a sheep-station 
in South Australia, and after two happy days with his friends 
found himself on his way across the continent 

The station was pleasantly situated on a lake, the foreman was 
a good fellow, and though Bill started at the bottom, he soon learned 
the busmess of cutting box-thorn and trapping rabbits, and how to 
kill, clean, and skin sheep. He worked hard for six months, then 
Mr Stanton arrived, and, knowing all about Bill’s wager, told him 
he had done well, but was welcome to move on if he wished to do 
so He went back to Sydney with the Stantons, and a few days 
later was on a boat bound for New Guinea, where he had found 
a job as overseer of a copra (coco-nut) plantation 

New Guinea struck him as a savage, sinister country, and the 
life proved as ugly as the island itself The boys were absolute 
savages, and his wretched bungalow swarmed with evil insects, 
especially centipedes The New Gumea centipede is a horror, so 
poisonous that its sting nearly drives a man mad with pain One 
morning when Bill put on his shirt he felt something inside it 
crawling on his skm He tore the shirt off, but could still feel 
the ghastly thing crawling on his back His boy dashed in at his 
call, and with one flick of a towel knocked the creature off, then 
killed it To add to his troubles, Bill’s boss, “ Monkey ” Milson, 
was almost as objectionable as the centipedes themselves, and m 
the end this man drove him to give up his job Bill was leavmg, 
and some of the boys were carrying his stuff down to the beach when 
Milson rode up, and with much evil language ordered them to 
drop Bill’s goods and go back to their work At that Bill really 
lost his temper He caught Milson’s horse by the bridle 

“ If those boys drop my goods,” he said, “I’ll pull you out of 
your saddle and thrash you with your own whip ” Milson was 
scared, and so they stood till the boys had passed on Then Bill 
gave Milson’s horse a slap on his hindquarters, and when last 
Bill saw Milson he was clinging with both arms round the neck of 
a galloping, snorting horse 

Bill was able to pay his own passage back to Sydney and have 
a few days hohday there before making his next move This was 
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10 South Africa as steward on a liner Once more he started at the 
bottom of die ladder Being green he was gi\cn the table farthest 
from the serving-counter Then he found that, while other 
stewards could carry a dozen filled plates at a time he could manage 
only two And he had nearly a score of hungry people to feed 
He had to explain lus plight to his passengers, and they were very 
sporting alwut it Some agreed to go without soup so lliat he 
could get on with the meat course 

The second day he was in luck There were sausages and 
mashed, and he found he could carry quite a lot by filling his 
pockets with sausages and jamming the plates of masned potatoes 
one on top of the other Behind his serving screen he unglued 
the plates, yanked the sausages out of his pockets and put them in 
position and was congratulated by his table on the improved speed 
of his service 

The work was very hard Up at half paw five to scrub the whole 
vast saloon the passages, and allev ways next lay tables ene and 
dear away breakfast, then the stewards snatched a mouthful of 
food, and afterward had to clean plate and cutlery until it was 
time to by midday dinner After their own dinner came afternoon 
tea, supper and a bst snack for the passengers, so thit it w*as 
usually midnight before the unfortunate ana leg weary steward 
could seek his bed 

They were terribly short handed and one result was breakages 
on an appalling scale. Our traveller says that you could find your 
way from Tilbury to Sydney on the bottom of the ocean by the 
trail of crockery and cudcry hurled overboard by disgruntled 
stewards. 

Bill reached Durban and tried for a job but there was nothtng 
doing In the end he was obliged to sign on as steward on a ship 
going all the way back to Australia What Bill had not realized 
was that this was an emigrant ship and his yob was not only to 
serve a tableful of emigrants but to look after eight of their cabins 
down in the hold 

It had been fine all the way out from England, now it began 
to blow and the state of things down below was too dreadful fo 
words. That was not all of it. The women would constantly 
quarrel and the most appalling fights followed No one dared 
interfere. When one unfortunate steward did so both the ladies 
turned on hun and nearly tore him limb from limb The way they 
ate was amazing As soon as one meal was over they would begin 
to queue up for the next, and when the bell rang there was a savage 
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rush which swept away stewards and anyone in their road One 
would grab a slab of butter and lick it all over to make it his own 
Another would snatch up the jam and shovel it with his fingers 
mto his mouth As the stewards went by they would snatch the 
plates of food from their hands, and Bill armed himself with a big 
iron soup-ladle, and let them have it properly as they tried to way- 
lay him 

Some were brutal to the stewards One young yokel used an 
unpardonable word to Bill, who went off, fetched two pairs of 
boxing-gloves, and told the fellow to come down to the fo’c’sle 
The man had pluck and was twice as strong as Bill, but Bill could 
box a bit The yokel, to his credit, fought clean, and when at last 
he was knocked out he held out his hand and said 

“ Ah’m sorry I called ee that, laad It’s a baad word, and 
Ah’ll use it no more ” They shook hands, and next morning Bill 
saw that his late adversary had the biggest plate of porridge he 
could eat 

Arrived back at Sydney, Bill realized with a sudden shock that 
he was left with something less than a week to get fixed up with 
a boat if he wanted to reach England in tame to win his wager 
Luck was with him, and he got a post as steward on a liner sailing 
for England the following Wednesday This trip began badly, for 
die second steward took a dislike to the “ toff,” as he named Bill, 
and proceeded to make things hot for him But Bill had learned 
a thing or two during his wanderings, and managed, quite 
accidentally of course, to upset a bucket of hot water over the bully’s 
feet and ankles The man danced and yelled as he tore off his shoes, 
but Bill said nothing He was had up before the chief steward, and 
degraded to the plate-house for the rest of the voyage This meant 
that he would get no “ dropsy ” (that is, tips), but for this Bill 
cared not a jot 

The new job smted him down to the ground He was out of 
the way of the bullying steward, had plenty of fun and plenty of 
food He became excellent friends with the cook and the baker, 
and kept fit by sparring practice every afternoon with other stewards 

On a lovely summer morning the white cliffs of England showed 
up, and after five years, less one day, Bill returned to his own 
country to meet Mr Holders 

“ Well, boy, you’ve won your wager, and it’s made a man of 
you. 

This was true Greenhorn had graduated m the world’s finest 
university, and has now settled down to a life of busy work 



THE SINKING OF THE “TAHITI" 

By 

H MacQUARRIE 

W r left Wellington on the R.M S Tahiti bound for San 
1 ranasco, via Raratonga and Papeete at three o clock on 
Tuesday, August 12, 1950 At about four thirty on the 
following Sunday afternoon (local time) the Tahiti stood bolt 
upright on her sinking stem and slipped to the l>ottom of the sea 
We had withdrawn before this liappcncd Emily had not! 

It has occurred to me since that the Tahiti offered warning At 
the time I saw dignity in the incident — the beautiful vessel slowly 
freeing herself from the steel cables which bound her to the 
Wellington dock, the whir of machinery heard faintly the 
occasional shout from the bridge and the clouds of escaping 
black smoke curling from a glowing red and black funnel— a 
normal enough proceeding admittedly merely portentous on this 
occasion by the saxophone at the lips of a third-class passenger 
hidden in the bows! 

I believe now that had we been able to read correctly that 
mournful wailing broken by an occasional hiccough like sob when 
the saxophone player took breath we should have given the 
engineers a up about their starboard propeller shaft and gone back 
to Wellington with the pilot It really looks now as if the Tahiti 
wtis bidding good bye to the land a final good-bye. 

We crossed the 180th meridian on Wednesday August 13 and 
were therefore given an extra thirteenth — two thirteenths in one 
week, which some people thought ominous, later I 

However, we managed to pass the unlucky numbers safely 
The weather had been slightly unpleasant off the New Zealand 
coast but the steep, breaking seas had gradually calmed to a big 
lazy roll not the ordinary ocean swell so much as a succession or 
big waves which lazily divided near their crests without breaking 
into spume— the kind of sea of which one might say There has 
been wind here or there will be wind ! 

On the night of the fourteenth Dick and I went to the small 
bar on the deck above ours for a pot of ale. When Dick signed 
the card, he recalled our firm intention to pay cash for everything 
on this trip, to avoid a surprising bill at San Francisco We haa 
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almost decided to ask the steward for our past cards, to pay them 
off that night; but it meant a trip to the cabin for more cash, 
and so we decided to let the matter rest until the next morning. 
The incident is unimportant, yet it remains fixed in my mind, 
possibly my Scots blood is exulting, more probably it is interest- 
ing as the only occasion I know of when procrastination proved 
the thief of hard cash — our past cards were never redeemed! 

At 1 a m the next morning the Tahiti was steaming along at a 
good speed over the still broken swell — an efficiently run liner 
with an extremely complex organization At 4 am she gave an 
ominous shudder, the engines stopped, and the vessel lost way 
Followed a pause of some anxiety for the officer on the bridge A 
few seconds later a greaser from the engine-room tore hastily up 
the bridge companion-way 

“ The second engineer’s compliments, sir,” said he * “ the 
b — y tail-shaft’s broken, and the old b — d’s sinkin’ ! ” 

Dick had felt the shudder, but I knew nothing until Walker, 
our bedroom steward, switched on the lights in our cabin and said 
quietly “ Captain’s orders, sir, and will you dress and go on 
deck There’s been trouble in the engine-room — no need to 
worry ” 

“What is it, Walker?” I asked, sitting up in my berth, 
“trouble in the engine-room! Why should that make us dress, 
and ” I had slipped to die deck 

Dick in the lower berth was yawning and rubbing his eyes 

“ We don’t quite know Tail-shaft has broken, sir But you 
should dress, in case ” Walker had gone 

I knew perfectly well that a captain will never muster passengers 
on deck before dawn without excellent reasons, but Walker’s 
method of conveymg the order had been so reassuring that I felt 
fairly safe in dressing partially and hurrying to the boat deck to 
get more information 

The ship had stopped, of course, but the boat deck seemed 
much as usual m the dim light No other passengers were on deck 
I was beginning to suspect a false alarm when bright lights began 
flickering from the wireless room “Dot — dot — dot! Dash — dash 
— dash! Dot — dot — dot!” The Tahiti was screaming for help, 
she was sending out an S O S 

Within a few seconds I was back m our cabin urging Dick, 
who was still slowly dressing, to hurry I said as calmly as 
possible, although I was conscious of slight hoarseness “ Perhaps 
you had better hurry The engine-room is filling The engineers 
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and firemen are shoulder-high in water It looks like the boats, 
and we re nearly five hundred miles from land 

And as I spoke, 1 could still sec that engine-room— the two 
lengths of cylinder heads — the gratings and iron ladders, and 
below, men struggling about in dank water rushing from fide to 
side as the %essc5rolled I could hear that awful sombre sound 
water makes in a dead ship 

It looks like the boats 1” I repeated 
* What fun! said Dick, we shall land on a desert island 1 
" There aren t any about, unfortunately, I said 
The lights look a bit queer, remarked Dick casually 
Our cabin lights were definitely fading Occasionally they 
flickered 

The water is reaching the dynamos, I said stuffing my over 
coat pockets with as many tins of tobacco as possible. 

Passports and letters of credit! said Dick delving in a suit 

case. 

The lights gave a brilliant flicker and went out finally The 
porthole became a lemony moon We struck matches for a final 
glance around the cabin, and then humed up the grand companion 
to the boat deck where most of the passengers were now gathered 
The question What has happened r was often asked, but 
the answer, The tail-shaft has earned away! convt)cd very 
little. 

Ignorance of the sea was fortunately rampant — what the sea 
in destructive mood can do with the largest and most efficient 
piece of human mechanism out of control 

The ship is anchored, of course 1 I heard one man say 
Anchored 1 In water three miles deep five hundred miles from 
land 

One elderly American lady of slightly exuberant temperament 
sat very comfortably on a mental position which evidently seemed 
quite logical to her If the ship s m trouble, she should male 
instantly for a port ! she suggested. 

Her machinery s broken down, she can t move, a man 
explained. 

Then another ship must come instantly and take ui off this 
one! said she deasivcly taking a deck-chair and placing her 
Ikandbag on her knee. She might have been pausing on a jetty 
Waiting for an approaching ferry 

A definite light was now growing stronger in the east. The day 
was dawning What, I wondered, had this day to offer us? 
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“ Coffee in the dining-saloon ' ” announced the deck steward 

We looked at him closely. Did this mean the boats ' 3 Were 
they going to give us good, strong coffee to strengthen us for the 
ordeal P Denis was smiling cheerfully, too cheerfully : we were 
not going to a parish tea ! 

In the dming-saloon all the stewards were ready to welcome us 
with beaming faces Like Denis, they might have been parish 
workers helpmg at a meat tea 

There was plenty of food on the tables — biscuits, cakes, bread 
and butter, and a profusion of fruit I noticed a taste of salt water 
in the coffee, but said nothing “ Nice rich milk, this morning!” 
said Bishop Bennett, pouring a thick creamy fluid into his coffee; 
but neither he nor any of the others saw anything to alarm them in 
the rich milk Evidently they did not know that a ship with weeks 
of life before her offers her passengers dun white-wash The 
creamy milk was a sinister sign 

I felt litde inclination to eat. It occurred to me to wonder 
whedier a condemned criminal might escape if he refused the rich 
breakfast of the last morning Probably not; and so I struggled 
with some bread and butter and put an apple m my pocket. 

Dick managed to get one news item He was told that the 
cargo vessel, Penybryn, was not many miles distant Every radio 
in the Pacific was shrieking to her to turn back. She had not 
replied It was hoped that she had heard and was unable to reply; 
but it was very unlikely that she would know of our need until 
eight o’clock that evening when her daily wireless watch began. 
It was trying to think of her chugging along on her course, widen- 
ing the distance between us at every turn of her propeller Other 
ships were rushing to our aid, but none of them could reach us 
within two days 

Gradually, as the time passed, the group which had remained 
partially complete near the vestibule doors, broke up Nervously 
at first, but soon with gathering confidence, people began walking 
about the deck 

Another glance down the engine-room skyhght showed us the 
plates quite free of water. There was an ominous bubbling and 
hissing at the base of the steel bulkhead between the engine-room 
and the after-holds, but the situation seemed completely under 
control 

All danger had obviously passed, we decided, and quite gaily 
we ran down the grand companion to our cabin We were the 
only passengers on the cheapest saloon deck, three flights down 
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from the boat deck. Our nearest neighbour was the printer who 
had a small cubby hole am d hips. The stewards glory ole was 
immediately aft of us. It was an intimate neighbourly kind of deck 
We even dared to bath, but now with exquisite organization 
Fully dressed, even with overcoats, and carrying a life-belt in one 
hand and a towel in the other, we nipped into the bathroom and 
undressed like fire-brigade men each item placed so that it could 
be donned quickly, or gathered into a bundle for a run The 
process was quite exciting but there was no luxurious lingering 
under a warm shower 

Back in our cabin greatly comforted because Walker had made 
our beds, we had finished shaving when we heard some commo- 
tion outside our door Evidently trunks were bang moved We 
heard Walker talking and the voices of women Looking out, I 
saw our steward shepherding a couple of women into the cabin 
opposite. He came into our room and shut the door 

Second-class passengers, he explained water had got into 

their cabin, and 

Really 1 From the engine-room, of course? 

No, not from the engine room Walker hesitated 

Then ?" I recalled the salt water in the coffee. 

I don t know sir — but breakfast will be served soon He 
smiled (the parish worker smile) and added carelessly You d 
better bring your life-belts with you, I believe they won t let pas- 
senger* into the saloon without them. Just a precaution 1 

There we were again back from safety to danger! Water in 
the second class, and not from the engine room ! The second-class 
cabins were on the same deck os ours, some distance aft, probably 
aft of the engine room 

We had not forgotten our little car Emily After breakfast, when 
there seemed every chance of the ship remaining afloat for some 
hours, I slipped down through the now deserted steerage to the 
iron door leading to the hold where she was stowed 

Her paintwork and nickel were gleaming, her badges were 
ihming in the dim light. In fact, she still smelt of polish and the 
soft cloth I had used the day before hung over the windscreen 
Automatically 1 took the cloth and began rubbing gently 

Ridiculous, I know But that litdc car meant much to me 
She had often shared great danger with Dick and me before she 
was associated in my mind with some of the happiest moments of 
my life. Her strength and ability to keep going had more than 
once saved crur lives 
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And now her wheels were securely bound in the hold of a 
sinking liner How I hoped, just then, that the Tahiti might be 
safely towed mto some port 

On deck once more, I found many of the passengers trying to 
carry on as usual. Some of the men were definitely pale, but bps 
were often smiling and uttering cheery remarks even when eyes 
were dull and expressionless Occasionally there were slightly 
revealing verbal lapses 

They had not yet managed to raise the Penybryn, she, our best 
hope of rescue, was still chugging away from us The Tofua, 
then in the region of Samoa, was making for us at full speed 
There was talk of the Madura, due that day at Papeete But unless 
the Penybryn should hear of us, there seemed no hope of rescue 
until Monday, and it was still Friday I 

With the engine-room dry and now a hive of reconstructive 
industry, I could not, for the life of me, understand why the ship’s 
people kept us ready for the life-boats, why each boat was being 
stored so carefully with blankets, and why (very alarming) the 
chief steward had placed his charming little canary in his life-boat 
Not that it made any difference to the canary, he sang as well m 
the life-boat as he had been singing in the lounge vestibule 
throughout the voyage 

But some of us were soon to know the worst 

Dick and I were standing at the after-end of the boat deck, 
watching some sailors removing the hatches from the hold below 
us A good deal of interest was shown by the ship’s people when 
the work was completed We joined them, and looked down into 
the hold 

All was now clear The Tahiti’s position on the ocean surface 
was extremely “ tentative ” The hold was two-thuds full of water 
The Tahiti was like a cat with a broken back, crawling along on 
its forepaws to an inevitable end Glancing at the south-western 
horizon from whence the big roll was coming, I saw that it was 
clear Only while it remained clear could we count on compara- 
tive safety 

Floating on the water in the cargoless hold, was an awkward 
assortment of timber, large beams and broken-up wood Whenever 
the vessel rolled, this unwieldy mass rushed across and landed a 
hammering smash against the ship’s side, threatening to burst her 
plates Guided by the bos’n, the sailors made every effort to fish 
out die larger beams They had little success, and the crashing 
went on 
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* But she should be all right for a long time, I said hopcfull) 
to one of the junior officers. There s a strong bulkhead between 
these after holds, all full of water, 1 presume? He nodded 
And the rest of the shin beginning at the engine room. 

The strain on the bulkhead is scry great, he whispered, 
there s an awful lot of water leaning against it which has the 
effect of a hammer when the vessel moscs. It might collapse at 

any minute and then 1 All the pumps arc needed to keep the 

engine-room dry, he added, were going to try to bale out this 
hold to rchc\ c the strain Perhaps you had better not wait here, 
he went on kindly, other passengers may come and we don t 
want 1 

We returned dutifully to the boat deck abosc, but the after rail 
mg exerted irresistible fascination, fortunately for our peace of 
mind, we could not quite sec into the hold We watched the big 
derricks being mo%cd into position — an awkward task on a rolling 
ship, and we seldom left the railing until the winches were work 
ing two great buckets wduch began dropping into the hold and 
bringing forth gallons of foul looking water Two or three men 
appeared with ordinary hand nails, dropping them into the hold at 
the end of lines. 1ms little touch of the seaside was soon 
abandoned. 

Indeed the main baling operations were a tnfic pathetic, 
although a passenger offered a comforting explanation wnich wx 
accented gladly 

That water came through from the engine room at the first 
rush he said. True, there is danger of the bulkhead breaking — 
the whole weight of the ship is on it when the bow is up on a 
wave, but it Is actually now only a matter of getting the water 
baled out of that hold Then we should be perfectly all right.” 

We therefore learnt to belies c that safety depended on the 
success of the baling and there seemed no reason why given time 
the water should not be discharged like ordinary' cargo 

The man was quite wrong as a matter of fact. The water in 
the hold came, and was coming from the smashed plates probably 
in the region of ,the stem tube, but this we did not know 

We watched for some hours, making signs to the men working 
the winches and derricks They invariably signalled a happy 
affirmatisc when we made signals and gestures, asking if the water 
was going down Our greatest feeling of relief came when we 
could no longer hear the ominous thuds against the vessel s side 
plates 
x 
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“Getting the water down all right,” we told each other; 
“ there’s not even enough to float that timber.” Thus we climbed 
back to safety, being ignorant of the fact that they were not getting 
the water down, that it was gaining on them The timber floated 
less dangerously on the deck above, the worst of it was jammed 
under that deck 

Presumably most people understand the bulkhead arrange- 
ments on a ship Actually, a modern vessel is sub-divided into 
sections by steel partitions Stout doors, which may be closed 
from the upper decks during an emergency, permit communica- 
tion under normal conditions The Tahiti must now be imagined 
as one quarter full of water, kept m that quarter by the steel 
partition between the after-end of the engine-room and the two 
after-holds The ship’s bulkheads were in good enough con- 
dition, but they were never designed to resist the mighty force of 
water ind efini tely The weight they were resisting was never con- 
stant; the immense mass of water m the two empty holds literally 
hammered this bulkhead as the vessel rose and fell in the heavy 
swell Our comfort, even our hves, depended on this engine- 
room bulkhead which, alas, showed signs of weakening from the 
beginning — water hissing between the plates, and great bulges 
developing 

The ship’s stewards were responsible for the baling A simple 
enough business alongside a dock, it was now both arduous and 
dangerous while the vessel rolled, and they were not used to such 
work Stewards m deshabille invariably look a trifle pale, but after 
a few hours’ balmg some of the Tahiti men appeared in a con- 
sumptive decline They spent their rest hours on the boat deck, 
passengers being dehghted to see them reclining on the once sacred 
deck-chairs I saw one thin, delicate-looking lad stretched on a 
deck-chair in what seemed a state of collapse His face was pallid, 
and mauve shadows had gathered beneath his closed eyes I 
heard him murmur m a sweet, petulant land of voice to a passing 
mate, “ No tea and toast, thank you, steward, and don’t worry 
to call me when the ship goes down I shall have passed away in 
my sleep'” Which was startling until I saw a slight drooping at 
the corners of his mouth when the mate’s reply, a hearty volley 
of abuse, reached him The mate only permitted himself to laugh 
when he had got round a deck-house 

As the afternoon passed, we became more reassured The 
day was so beautiful, just pleasandy warm, and the south-western 
sky — the danger-point for us — remained perfecdy clear. I tried to 
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sleep in a deck-chair, and 1 might have enjoyed fort) winks if I 
had not been so interested in a steward marching along the lines of 
life-boats with a great bread basket under his arm Into each boat 
he threw half a dozen samtar) rolls! 

The ship had been organized as a section of civilized society 
before the accident now an equally efficient organization kept her 
something between a kindl) prison and an aristocratic lunatic 
asylum Passengers were never allowed out of sight and what 
amounted to sentries were posted, not too obviously, on the land 
mgs of the grand companion 

Towards the late afternoon another alliance was arranged the 
third-class passengers were brought up to us, and I met the 
three good souls. ‘ The three good souls were three middle aged 
women, each with a small farrul) of half grown bovs and girls. 
They instantly established headquarter* on a sofa immediately 
within the promenade deck doors From this sofa they seldom 
moved Although their bodies seemed stiff and inert, thar eyes 
were very much alive with something combining a little personal 
alarm with a world of anxiety for thar children One of these 
women had faded red hair, very obviously the mother of a boy of 
perhaps fourteen whose head might have done for a port light. 
For fum she was most anxious She was a big woman, I suspect 
from the Highlands, and this made the care her two small red- 
headed daughters showed for her very pathetic and altogether 
charming 

We became very friendly and it was a great relief to offer them 
a few words of comfort whenever I passed. They were quickly 
responsive when I tried to assure them that a broken tail-shaft was 
nothing very much in the day s run of a vessel 

At five-thirty a gong was beaten for our evening meak The 
saloon was now crowded The most monstrous sight was the red- 
beaded boy in the captain s seat. Only the older stewards were on 
duty the younger men bang needed for the balers. Our young 
fellow haa been replaced by a thin ascetic looking man with the 
voice and mien of an old family butler I wax looking through the 
menu (beautifully printed) when this man began in precise tones. 
Upon an occasion like this, sir it 15 best to choose simple dishes 
anything made up cannot be good. I therefore chose grilled 
pork sausages. 

Incidentally the Tahiti !* s chef was behaving like a hero Under 
normal conditions he is a great man who hardly ever secs a pot 
but now, having been turned out of his great galley when the 
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pumps which fed the galley fires with crude oil were needed in the 
engine-room, he had marched with a small staff to a disused little 
galley in the crew’s quarters, where he was gamely cooking for 
nearly diree hundred people, making every effort to produce meals 
of creditable variety 

At a favourable moment 1 asked the elderly steward, “Ever 
been shipwrecked before 

“Four times!” he whispered, bending over respectfully with a 
mustard-pot 

Standing casually immediately without the boat-deck vestibule 
was Denis O’Hara, the deck steward He might have been lurk- 
ing, rather confidently, to catch a thief or, more happily, to meet 
Kathleen O’Neil As we stepped on to the deck he remarked 
carelessly, “Oh, you’re in No 1 boat, sir — this one!” He 
pointed towards the nearest boat 

“And Dick — Mr Matthews?” We are not anxious to be 
separated I foresaw perfecdy horrible anxiety with Dick m one 
boat and myself m another 

“The samel” said Denis mstandy, assuming nonchalance as 
the other passengers came on deck 

He walked amongst the people like an efficient shepherd gendy 
culling sheep, giving each the number of his boat, and doing it 
so cleverly that nobody was alarmed, although he knew that a few 
minutes earher the bulkhead had developed a bulge which, unless 
the desperate shoring-up operations were successful, would force 
the abandoning of the ship Denis was probably obeymg a taciturn 
order from the chief steward “Tell them their boat numbers, and 
don’t frighten them while you’re at it * ” 

Not knowing what to think, and becommg skghdy alarmed, 
we remained m a small group near the vestibule doors watchmg 
the sun dropping to the western horizon 

Came darkness, and we were now a trifle dazed and pathetically 
obedient like sheep The kerosene lamps hooked to the deck- 
houses were lighted 

A few minutes later the large flock had subdivided into small 
flocks, each gathered near a life-boat I presume an order had been 
given, I did not hear it I simply found myself near my life-boat 
An unearthly silence was upon us Even the great ship seemed to 
be waiting in deadly silence 

Soon now we should be down on those dark waters, and we 
looked fearfully at the life-boats 

Some minutes passed, and stall we waited An officer came 
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quickly from the wireless- room , there was whispering and again, 
like sheep, the small groups broke up and were scattered about the 
deck A ensis had passed, they had managed to shore up the 
bulkhead 

About two hours later we saw parties of seamen engaged near 
the boats. The sailors 1 it was whispered, they re getting the 
boats ready 1 

In a perfectly nonchalant manner these men went about their 
business. Usually such jolly, shy kind of fellows — painting deck 
houses and scrubbing decks in the morning — they now appeared 
sinister in the dim Tight. They removed the canvas-topped bds 
from the boxes containing the spare rope from the davits One of 
them seriously shocked a yachting passenger by placing the box 
hd the wrong way up on the dak. Most unlucky P said the 
yachtsman, turning the hd over, I vc been a yachtsman for thirtj 
years — and l fyotvl 

What precisely he knew just then we could not sa) neither 
did we care very much However, he added very little to our 
gaiety just then b) remarking Once we re away from the vessel in 
the boats we should be all nght, it s the launching that s so ticklish 
I once saw a lifeboat full of people bang bunched from a sinking 
vessel and " — he hesitated — • well, perhaps 1 had better not say 
— but it was an awful sight! 

It was, we were certain He need not have hesitated. He had 
painted a vivid picture of one set of lifeboat ropes fouling while 
the others ran out. We could see all the people bong spilled out 
into the sea I heard their shneki I 

Having completed their preparations, the sailors stood about 
in small groups talking in hoarse whispers. 

It it senous? Are we now going into the boats? I asked one 
of them 

The man looked startled and glanced at one of his mates who 
said. Wot the ell d you think we re ere fur? 

The long minutes became longer hours. At intervals great 
trays of coffee and biscuits were brought by the stewards. The 
coffee helped, but the cheery brotherly attitude of the Tahiti 
stewards helped much more. 

At eleven o clock the wireless men rigged a loud speaker on 
the deck for our amusement. We heard the Wellington (New 
Zealand) announcer giving the news of the day New* about the 
local stock market was not a bit interesting, but our excitement can 
be imagined when the announcer began About the R.M.S 
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Tahiti ” I noticed the fingers o£ a wireless man creeping 

towards the switch, evidently we should not hear too much. 
“ About the R M S Tahiti, I have just telephoned the Umon 
Steamship Company I am told that a Norwegian cargo vessel, 
the Penybryn, expects to reach the stricken ship at noon to-morrow 
I’m afraid there is no more news ‘ The Moon is Low, ’tis Time 
for Love, 5 ” continued the announcer with hardly a break, “ sung 
by Miss Ethel Smith, accompanied by the Midhurst Orchestra — 
‘ The Moon is Low, ’tis Tune for Love ’ — Miss Ethel Smith 1 ” 
Followed the beat of a piano and the sob of a violin, and a 
woman’s voice 

Came midnight, and the sheep were still resting about the 
sheep-yard, waiting in the semi-darkness 

“ All passengers to their boat stations! All passengers to their 
boat stations ! ” 

The sailors stood to The sheep formed into their small flocks 
The silence was complete, the great funnel rising above us with its 
curhng black smoke, seemed to be listening 

“But I don’t know what to do What shall I do?” It was 
the old lady talking to the seaman near her. 

“It’s all right, ma’am!” said the sailor gruffly, yet kindly 
“ At the right moment the captain will issue his instructions in a 
clear, ringing voice ” 

“ What’s that — the captain will 

“Issue his instructions m a clear, ringing voice!” repeated the 
sailor, with a faint note of reproach The old lady was evidently 
not much of a reader ! 

And again we waited, dim figures whose life-belts caught what 
light came from the kerosene lanterns, clutching rugs and coats 
which sometimes hid bags and small treasured possessions 

Again that heavy silence! 

“ Like a sheep dumb before her shearer ! ” I thought 

“ Another crisis,” I whispered to Dick, “ and I think it’s 
passing — the pumps are still going, and they haven’t abandoned 
the baling ” 

“ Passengers will go below to the promenade deck and take up 
positions below their boats ” 

The order was definite, and very quietly, without undue haste, 
the little flocks broke up and filed through the vestibule doors, 
down the grand companion and out on to the promenade deck 

Gradu illy the waiting people began whispering “ I hope both 
ends work together — when we’re going down!” I heard 



THE SINKING OF THE TAHITI 


647 

Waiting again 1 The long, white keels still above 1 

Hurry— « quick 1 For God s sake lets get thu thing over! Let 
usdowTi— stanc — anything but wait 

Still watting I All down the long deck the small flocks of 
docile sheep 

All passengers in the lounge! AU passengers in the lounge 1 

The sheep obc)ed and were mustered in the big lounge, once 
a charming room with chintz-cos crcd chairs and comfortable sofas, 
small tables with gre) silk covers, and rose shaded bmps, but now 
untid) dark and sombre, smelling of orange peel stale coffee food 
and kerosene. 

The big room was overcrowded and very soon it became 
stifhngly hot and foul smelling Some ven, bra\c sheep used their 
brains and opened the windows. And still we waited 

I think another crisis has passed Dick whispered They 11 
be throwing us into the damn boats one of these times by mistake! 

Ladies and gentlemen! It was the chief officer at the lounge 
doors. Ladies and gentleman — please don t worry — weve just 
heard the Norwegian \csscl wall be alongside m the morning so 
we re going to try to hang on for the night, we should be able to 
hang on for the night. 

The officer paused, we could hard) sec his anxious face in the 
dim UghL 

Try to rest! he went on gently, try to rest! This is one 
of the occasions when we have, luckily, plenty of boats — boats to 
burn And if we have to call you, we shall want the women and 
children first. 

But the night passed and the order did not come. 

When the morning offered enough light to see about us, Dick 
and I ventured on to the boat deck The sailors, those rough 
sinister figures of the night before, were sprawling near each of 
the lifeboats sleeping like children. The fellows whose boat was 
nearest the games locker had packed themselves into it, like tidy 
bananas in a crate- The stewards were still baling and the) were 
still bughing and chipping each other The hum of machinery 
could be heard in the engine room. Altogether the ship still lived 
tentatively The stem had sunk a tnfle lower and seemed more 
disinclined to rise when the big waves crept up Passengers were 
obviously de trop on the boat deck, we soon went below 

They brought us coffee and biscuits, and from the lounge rail- 
ing we could see them sweeping the dining saloon getting ready 
for breakfast. It was delightful 
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I met the chief officer on the grand companion. “ Look here,” 
he said, “ you might let them all know that we’ve just been talking 
with the Norwegian; she expects to be with us a little after 
noon ” 

“ I say, old chap,” I replied, “ is that really true — really true? 
They’re apt to believe me; I don’t want to destroy my credit ” 

“Dinkum!” said he, which is Australian for a strong affirm- 
ative 

I gave the glad news to each tired little group in the lounge. 
They clapped their hands, I might have been an item Some 
believed me! 

The three good souls were on their sofa I told them The 
big red-haired woman thanked me with her eyes, and glanced 
towards the red-headed lad For his sake, she was glad Other- 
wise, all had been well with her. She agreed with me, with her 
eyes, that the red-headed lad was rather enjoying it, but that her 
Highland imagination had pictured what might have been. 

Breakfast was a delightful meal, like a joyous picnic “ No 
milk in my tea, please,” I heard Dick say to the steward, and it 
was delightful to think that he could choose, that he could even 
have hot tea, and served respectfully, too The milk was almost 
dangerously rich, there was a great profusion of fruit, and the 
simple food was cooked excellently, all capped by a fascinating 
menu with delightful hnes and decorative leads 

Gone were the terrors of the mght A radiant day of hope had 
dawned 

“The Norwegian is coming, she’ll be alongside at about two! 
‘A little after noon,’ they said, that should be about two We 
should see her smoke at noon ” Faces were s milin g, despair had 
gone 

“ They say they may be able to save our hght luggage; and look, 
the sea is much calmer — getting calmer and calmer — just arranged 
for us Really, it’s extraordinary the way things have worked out 
It will make it easy getting across to her Thank God we shan’t 
have to spend another mght on this ship Oh, wasn’t it awful? 
Another night would about ” 

There was a great running to and fro with suit-cases, people 
searching eagerly through their big trunks, selecting what they 
valued most, and ja mm i n g this into suit-cases until hasp trouble 
became general and ropes were m demand 

We were offered an excellent midday dinner, but we were much 
too excited to spend much time on that Soon we were all on the 
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boat deck, most of ut armed with glasses which swept the sooth 
western horizon for the column of smoke we longed so much to sec. 

At about two o cltx k I jw the purser hurrying along the deck 
from the wireless-room to the luidgc Any news? 1 asked 

Twenty miles off I he said 

Twenty miles off I 1 told the other men, just o\ er the 
horizon real!) 

She s prohabK doing about seven knots said one of the men, 
seven into twenty goes alxmi three times, It s now just after 
two— that will make it about five thirty it gets dark here soon 
after six — she t pm in time— a dose thing The) can get the 
women and kiddies over before dark 

1 was in the lounge chatting with some of the women 
folk when the chief officer appeared We re going to fire a 
rocket ladies and raulcmcn, said he don t be alarmed if you 
bear an explosion 1 

To guide die Norwegian we said, of course she might be 
a bit out in her reckoning * 

News that we were all safe we decided to open a subsenn ion 
list to show die ship s company our gratitude The delicate 
millionaire tactful!) asked to be allowed to place his name at the 
bottom of the list it seemed decent of him! We thought it 
slight!) snobbish of die wealthy merchant to object to a second 
class lady l>eing on the committee but she was rather a gas-bag 
when you came to think of it— now that we were safcl And of 
course she was a second saloon lad\ and not nearly so well 
turned out as the wealthy merchant’s wife who occupied (had 
reoceupied) one of the best cabins. 

The night with its honors had passed We were now no longer 
men and women praying to God to help us, to sa\c us from the 
awful thing We were again members of society, but not for 
longl 

A outer hush had fallen on a small group of men near the 
vestibule door, one of the officers had been with them 

“ There lias been a mistake, they said quietly the Norwegian 
is forty miles ofl— not twenty— forty 1 

Six into forty goes about sc\cn times— seven hours 1 That 
means ten o clock 

Another night of darkness on the waters— in that awful lounge. 
But no — not quite a night just about half. 

Dick and I paid our little car another visit about this time. 
Emily had some valuable souvenirs on her I thought of removing 
x* 
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them “ Only — in case!” I quickly said to myself, but the mischief 
had been done ! I had shown lack of faith 

Back on the boat deck we immediately sensed that atmosphere 
of fear which we had learnt to know Elderly men were sitting 
quietly in chairs, looking pale and older There was a strained 
expression on all faces now 

“Any news' 5 ” we asked 

“ The Norwegian, they’ve just heard, is eighty miles off — not 
twenty, not forty, but eighty They’ve been making for our original 
position; we’ve been drifting at the rate of two miles an hour. 
We’re still drifting at that rate, it means sixteen hours — at least 
sixteen hours ” 

“ And they say,” whispered another passenger, “ that with all 
the weight of water in the stern, and the bows empty, she may 
break her back at any mmute And they don’t know whether to 
put us m the boats and risk death for some of the women through 
shock and exposure — or to hang on!” 

I do not know how others felt, I merely know that I tried not to 
care 

The sun was sinking towards the western horizon, now a mass 
of not altogether kindly clouds There was a presage of wind, and 
I thought much of it As the vessel rose on each big wave there 
began that creak — creak — creak which is not an unhealthy sign on 
a well-found ship, but which sounded ominous on the dying 
Tahiti 

The joy of the past morning was now demanding its toll; 
although much more tired, we were less able to rest 

We had an evening meal As we entered die dining-saloon 
our life-belts were inspected, to see that they were tied correcdy 
The fuller bosomed women must have felt extremely uncomfort- 
able The life-belts made our chests hot, engendering a kind of 
prickly heat which was most annoying There was not much con- 
versation m the saloon; few of us made any serious attempt to be 
hearty 

The sun went down as we sat m the dimly lighted lounge. 
Another night was beginning 

“If they put us m the boats shordy, there’ll be some fun!” 
Dick whispered 

Once a tall steward came round with a tray of coffee and biscuits 

“The boats at last!” we decided, but now widiout lively 
terror “ This coffee is really now meant to hearten us — oh, well, 
it doesn’t matter 1” 
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We learnt to hate our !tfc4>clu. The) became the outward md 
visible sign of a great fear One young woman who told ut she 
was a free-lance journalist liad assumed the proportion* of a whale 
*ihc md Without three or four frock*, I am lent in a hard world 
the* won t permit luggage in the boat*, they cant ver* well 
undress me — I at cot four fro.li on! In addition she wore a 
cloak o\cr her life Wit and moved al>out like a hermit crab 

Rumour* were flung a!>out now During those moment* when 
live Norwegian wa* expected at any minute ilic ship* people had 
lent tome of their resene, w*e therefore knew more about the 
Tahiti * 1 condition than wat perhap* good for us. The fear of the 
vessel breaking her back with the tcmtic weight aft and empt) holds 
forward wat not roily alnurd It would hate been extreme!) 
unpleasant to find ourselves ipilt out from the fuggy lounge into 
tlrc cold tea 

I bad returned to a tofa immediate!) within the lounge doors 
when a tharp explosion was heard followed by a gleam of light 
across the lounge window*. 

A rocket 1 wmc of the men shouted A rocket! The 
Nonvcgian— it must be tl>c Norwegian— let * go and see! 

* No I whispered to the women near me don t belie* e it 
yet— wait! 

Some men returned Wc\c teen a light— the Norwegian is 
coming! they *ald 

Wait a little longer ** I urged, you can tec anything you 
want ludl) to tee on the ocean it night 

Ollier men returned Go on! we heard, there* no light 
It wa* a falling star vou taw 

More of the men came back some certain they Jiad seen a light, 
others equally *ure thc\ had not theic latter laughing a Little 
bitter 1\ when lhc\ *aid They \c seen the R 100 ! 

I oetided to look for myself As 1 passed up the grand com 
panion 1 met the chief officer Is tit ere a light ?* I asked. But he, 
noting the cro\ ding men at the lounge doors and the anxious facet 
of the now thoroughly roused women peering through tmelt panic 
In unmiJtakablc tone lie shouted Back to the lounge — bad to the 
lounge, at once I M 

But the Tahiti continued firing rockets, and glorious flares 
began burning from the bridge. The peasant of the ocean wa* 
returning slowly o\cr the southwestern horizon The aristocrat 
of the Pacific was waiting scry humbly 

We were saved 



THE MAN WHO STOLE THE 
CROWN JEWELS 

By 

JOHN MAY 

T albot edwards lived with his wife in quarters over the jewel 
room in the Martin Tower Although an old man of seventy- 
seven, he made a fairly comfortable hvmg from tips and the 
wage his appointment brought him 

Nowadays over a quarter of a million people a year go to see 
the crown jewels at the Tower of London But in the years just 
after Charles II became king, strangely enough very few evmced 
any interest in the regalia 

Ohver Cromwell had stolen the royal jewels which belonged 
to the King Charles he executed And after this real insult had 
been added to so fatal an injury. Sir Robert Vyner, as king’s gold- 
smith, had started his term of office by having shining new regalia 
made so that the second King Charles could be properly crowned 
Despite all this, the perquisites of the master of the jewel house 
had become greatly reduced, and the holder of the office had 
obtained permission to exhibit the regalia to visitors at so much 
per head, to make the position more interesting financially 

Although, as events very shordy proved, people were to come 
in crowds later that summer, visitors were not then numerous So 
old Talbot Edwards welcomed the appearance on a bright April 
morning of a man and woman who asked if they might see the 
curiosities in the tower 

The man looked benevolent enough, he had a longish beard, 
a cap with car-flaps, and all the formalities of dress that belonged 
to a doctor of divinity He wore a cloak instead of the usual gown, 
and his wife, though a well-set-up woman, was quiedy dressed 
and somewhat pale These were the kind of visitors Edwards liked 
The old keeper chatted happily as he led them down stone stairs 
to the vaulted room where the royal jewellery was kept 

The chamber was divided by a stout iron grille Edwards 
unlocked a gate in dus, let himself through and locked it again 
As he uncovered the regalia, he apologized “You will pardon 
me, I am sure It is one of the formalities to lock myself in when 

652 
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showing the jewels The regulations ha\e to be observed for one 
nacr 1 nous when some desperate character may appear Not of 
course that jourselvcs 

The doctor of dmmt) agreed The precaution was a wise one 
he said 

Old Edwards knew how to show off the jewels. He breathed 
a reverent Ah I as he displaced the crown itself then stood 
impressive!) silent while his visitors gazed. 

Edwards reverent!) indicated two semicircles of gold rising 
from the top of the crosses pates These arches, he said proudl) 
arc considered to !»c the mirk of independent sovereignty 

In true guide sty 1c, lie began to mumble through the obvious 
things the visitors could ver) well see for themselves 

The)' arc edged with rows of silver pearls and ennehed with 

clusters of gems On the top is a mound of gold surmounted 

A faint cr) from the minister s wife interrupted him She crumpled 
and slid to the floor 

Startled and upset, he hurriedly opened the gate of the grille. 
Dolly, Doll), come quickly please/ lie called from the foot of 
the stairway 

The minister was supporting his wife against the grille Turn- 
ing to the agitated Iccpcr he said quictl) It is only a faint I 
think, Mr Edwards Pcrluns )ou had better come and lock )our 
gale. She will be recovered in a few moments. 

This .olicitudc for the safet) of his exhibits made Edwards even 
better disposed to his two visitors When Mrs Edwards came 
bustling down a few seconds later he insisted with her that the 
doctor of dmmty and his lady now recovering, should come up- 
stairs and drink a glass of wine. Taking the arm of the minister 
and Mrs. Edwards the lady went slowly upstairs. Soon she was 
reclining comfortably on a lied tended by tnc old man s wife. 

In another room the minuter discoursed in low tones with 
Edwards and complimented him upon his excellent cellar The 
excitement of the harmless diversion his wife had provided and 
the wine which he appreciated with true ecclesiastic palate had 
put the doctor in fine fettle to talk. 

There was mild regret on both sides, then when the minister s 
wife recovered sufficiently to allow the pair to leave. 

A cliarming and unusual pair was the verdict of Mr 
and Mrs Edwards. Seemingly the doctor of divinity thought the 
same of them, for a few days later, we sec the now familiar 
minister bang welcomed again by the Edwards They ask about 
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his wife and he has to admit that he is alone this time. “ She is 
at home resting, but sends the kindest of greetings to her friends 
‘ confined in the Tower of London ’ ” The caller is concealing 
something under his cloak as he enters their rooms But the 
mystery is explained when on a third visit that week-end we hear 
Mrs Edwards prettily dianking the minister’s wife for four pairs 
of beautiful white gloves 

“ I felt I just had to express my gratitude for all you did for 
me that day I was so unwell,” said the lady. “ I was only telling 
our daughter die other day how kind you were. There seem to 

be so few really nice people about nowadays ” 

“ ’Tis bad enough in England,” interrupted old man Edwards, 
“ but who our son is mixing with out in Flanders a-soldienng I’m 

scared to think. These foreigners, they tell me ” 

“ Yes, think of it,” Mrs Edwards joined in, “ he’s been away 
ten years I doubt if we’ll recognize him when he comes back ” 
“If he do come,” growled the old man “ They say these 
Frenchy girls ” 

“I find it somewhat wearying,” the doctor said later, to his wife, 
“ that old man and the tales of his soldiering son The young 
pup’s having the time of his life in Flanders, I’ll be bound.” 

Nevertheless, it was the same respected and respectable doctor 
who flapped his cloak around him at Edwards’s door a few mghts 
later in the cool of a May evening 

No, the doctor would not come m, he had guests awaiting him 
at home It was about them he had called They had heard about 
Mr Edwards and they very much wanted to see the marvellous 
jewels which were in his care It was very mce of Mr Edwards 
to say they would be so welcome Unfortunately, they had to go 
out of town early in the mormng, and the doctor had hoped — well, 
would it be possible for Mr Edwards to gratify them with the sight 
of the crown jewels at a little before the usual hour? 

Mr Edwards was most kind, said the doctor Could they come 
about eight the next mormng? Most generous ! The cloak swung 
in a bow and flapped off down the darkening street 

“ From the back,” thought old Edwards to himself, “ the 
doctor looks more like a soldier of fortune than a soldier of the 
Lord There’s no sword hooking up his cloak, but he’s got just 
the right swagger ” 

The keen-faced Irishman at one end of the table threw down his 
cards and quaffed his glass 
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We Iiavc far bigger stakes to play for than this, he said 
Thanhfulk picking up the few corns they had not ahead) lost to 
him, his three companions showed such comic and mutual relief 
that Colonel Thomas Blood could not but chuckle. 

The solitary candle standing between them threw a caricature 
of his jutting nose and chin on the wall of the Iow<eihnged room 
He rested lus elbows on the table and looked closely at the three 
of them 


Yes, he drawled, I am going to gamble with your necks 
again, me boysl Your lives arc the stake, but the prize — why as 
the biggest even / have tried for! There was a bantering 
challenge in his voice and a vivacity in the devil mny-arc bearing 
of this black-haired man of forty summers which overshadowed 
the personalities of the three young adventurers 

Each was a daring if not desperate character Yet though they 
were tried hard headed men all three were under the others spell 


Admiration in their eyes spoke their readiness to join him in any 
venture, however hazardous And indeed, in the past thev had 
proved this right up to the hilt 

Blood was evidently in high spirits that night. Earl) in the 
evening one of them had whispered The old man has one of 
lus mad ideas, I know the signs. We 11 hear about it befo c the 
night s donel 

The knowledge was both disquieting and a relief to them 1 lie 
colonel had been moody and movement had been restricted since 
lus last daring design had miscarried. For three months the) had 
gone abroad at night onl), cautious because ooo was the price 
upon the head of each one of them. 

A royal proclamation, issued by order of His Majesty King 
Charles U, described how the gang had seized on December 6 1670 
the august person of the Duke of Ormond while he was riding in 
his carriage through the streets of London It rightly said they 
planned to carry off the duke and hold him to ransom. But such 
a document could not be expected to tempt a man out and 
about much es pea ally when it offered such a reward for the 
apprehension of * any of the miscreants concerned in thus dastardly 
escapade. 

They were bored by bang cooped up in London. But though 
they ached for liberty, they none the less retained the caution which 
makes the daring or men like these such a deadly thing for law 
abiding citizens to combat. Months of retirement had in fact, 
left them more apprehensive than was their custom One of the 
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three spoke the question in the minds of the rest in answer to 
Blood’s challenging remark 

“I know We need funds, but this is not going to be another 
vain attempt like December’s, colonel?” 

“ Nobody minds running for it — with the stuff,” growled an- 
other “ But I’ll be hanged if I want to be chased again, and 
nothing to show for it but a damned proclamation!” 

Blood’s face darkened “ You’ll be hanged To be sure you’ll 
be hanged, Tim Kelfy! And like as not because you’re too scared 
to fight for your living like a man! What has happened to you 
fellows since the year began? Has sleeping soft made cowards 
of you all?” He went on to talk more reasonably “I know as 
well as you that Ormond slipped through our fingers I lost more 
than anyone, over that I had old scores to settle with that duke 
as I have with others You only missed your share of the cash ” 

“ Aye, but we got Charlie’s blessing and £ 1,000 life insurance 
each!” said Kelfy, trying to restore good humour 

Tom Kelfy ’s reference irritated Blood still further His eyes 
blazed, but in contrast he spoke very softly and sarcastically The 
words came through the veil of a sneer. 

“ Perhaps I should remind you three gallant gentlemen,” he 
said, “ of exploits in which I have been honoured by your assistance, 
but which have nevertheless proved successful!” 

“ Maybe you have forgotten the little town of Ferrybridge, where 
despite your assistance I rescued Captain Mason when he was on 
his way to the assizes at York 

“Ten troopers and their officer could not stop my little band, nor 
hold their prisoner of state! But I had forgotten, you were four 
years younger then — doubtless you still had the courage of youth ' ” 

The three moved uncomfortably The accusation of cowardice 
was absolutely undeserved, but none liked to interrupt- this fiery man. 

“ Lesser exploits have been profitable Perhaps you will remem- 
ber them, too, if this proclamation has not turned your brams to 
water, as well as your bowels ! When you have had a price on your 
head as often as I, you will not take it so seriously They nave 
chased me in England, Ireland and Scotland Aye, and more than 
once m each of ’em! But have I been caught yet, and held?” 

Blood was so pleased by this time with his own account of his 
adventures — which were m truth quite as outrageous as he had 
outlined, and even more astonishing to law-abiding persons than 
to his three desperate companions — that he was once more his 
loquacious merry-tempered self 
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Make up your minds, he said, knowing well that they were 
now wiling to accept almost any proposal He sat back m his 
chair, looking cheerfully from one to another 

Are you ready to follow me the man who has lived on hts 
wits for twenty year* without being taken? Or do you want to 
pick the pockets of drunkards to make a living?" 

There was a scraping as of chairs bang drawn closer round a 
table then silence broken by a low tone of voice. The words hardly 
went across the dim lit room, let alone bang heard outside it. 

Colonel Blood was unfolding his latest and most daring plan 
His three accomplices, Tim Kclfy, James Dcsborough and Franas 
Per rot listened and were lost. Like men inspired they talked 
camestl) on far into the night. 

Man) drinking at the inn that e\ ciung would have been vastly 
entertained to know that the famous colonel was sheltering under 
the same roof as they At this stage of his career Blood was rapidly 
acquiring that reputation which evcntuall) led the public to regard 
even the news of his funeral as just another ruse to elude the 
authorities! It may be hard to believe now that he was buried and 
exhumed and buried again before London was satisfied that death 
and not Blood had won the final trick But it would be readily 
understood by anyone who could have heard the typical comments 
of a surgeon atid his fnend who left the inn that night about half 
past nine. 

It would have amused Blood also to walk bchtnd these worthies. 
While he was planning his next escapade they were sail talking 
of the lastl 

A villainous but most interesting career People tell me that 
he married a respectable young woman by name of Holcraft, 
said one. Came from Lancashire, I believe 

Yet, said the surgeon Took her back to Ireland. Won 
an assignment of land for soldiering Then eot on the commission 
of peace. Only twenty-two at the time. Smooth tongued as a 
parson, I should think * 

A great pity he does not employ his talents for more peaceful 
ends, rejoined the surgeon s friend 

A number of them were executed over that a ff a ir of the 
Dublin insurrection, were they not? He was ringleader m that 
sorrv affair, I believe? Very sad ” 

The surgeon had evidently a lurking admiration for Blood 
Clever fellow, all the same, he said. Led old Ormond 
and the Earl of Orrery the devil of a dance Hid in Holland of all 
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places Then came back to get mixed up in the Pentland Hills 
lighting when five hundred of them got killed, you remember ” 

“ You seem very well informed about the gentleman’s move- 
ments?” said the first, with a mild query 

“ Yes, I went along to bleed Sir John Reresby,” said the surgeon 
“ Reresby was up north when Blood rescued that fellow Mason 
they were taking to the assizes ” 

“ And that is where we may expect to see Colonel Blood very 
shortly, I suppose,” said the other, as he left the surgeon at the 
door of a largish house. “ Good night, my friend ” 

Litde did the surgeon know, as he stumped off to his lodging 
at Tower Hill, how near he was to the scene of the infamous 
colonel’s next crime At the mn he and his friend had so recently 
left, Blood was even then discussing with Desborough, Perrot and 
Kelfy the final arrangements for the morrow’s audacious 
adventure 

Four horses clattered up to the outer gate of the Tower of 
London about eight o’clock the next morning Their riders were 
the doctor of divinity and his friends who wished to see the crown 
jewels before they left town — early because of urgent busmess 
No hint of what this business is about, can be gained from the 
appearance of these men bestriding the spirited animals which snort 
steaming breath mto the invigorating air of this sunny May morn- 
ing The doctor of divinity is easily recognizable as a minister by 
his cap, his beard and his cloak If it were he that was in haste 
one could guess it would be for a christening or a marriage ceremony 
he had to perform The dress of the others gives away no clue 
to what they are or how they employ themselves Certainly they 
have an alert rapacious look which is unusual on the faces of a 
minister’s friends But then this is an unusually broadminded 
doctor of divinity, and all truly religious people agree that an 
ecclesiastical minister should mix and have friends among all 
classes 

Three swing from the saddle, while another gathers the rems 
of the horses and prepares to wait 

The trio walk through the cobbled courtyards, looking about 
them curiously as visitors do There are only a few sleepy guards 
about, and shortly the visitors have passed over a drawbridge, 
through huge gateways that echo as they pass under the arch, and 
have arrived at the Martin Tower They are received with great 
civility by Edwards, who has obviously spent the time since he 
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rose in smartening his apparel and appearance in honour of the 
important visit ot the doctor and his mends. 

Apologies for calling so early, protestations that nobody has 
been Inconvenienced the slightest, and they arc echoing down the 
stone steps to the jewel room. To all three it seems eerie to be 
visiting such a place at such an hour The cold stones, the prison 
like walls arc forbidding, the air of the place still dank and smell) 
after the freshness of nding through the morning mistiness is 
somewhat depressing Obviously though, it has little effect upon 
the good temper of the old caretaker 

The keys jangle and old Edwards is sull chatting as he unlocks 
the door of the safety grille. The others are responding in a 
preoccupied way, wondering 

The doctor of divinity, suddenly a sinister figure with 
the cold, hard calculation of a master brigand stamped upon his 
countenance, takes a silent step forward 

As the gate swings open and the old man turning his back 
is about to walk through he whips a large handkerchief over 
Edwards s head The oft repeated apologies for the formality of 
locking himself in with the jewels arc gauged into a struggling 
and terrified silence! In a moment the ministers two villainous 
companions have seized the old man s arms. A second handkerchief 
secures his wrists behind him 

From beneath his ecclesiastical cloak the leader whips out a 
mallet 1 It is wielded once, twice, three times in detached cold 
blooded clouts at Edwards s white head I He slide* unconscious 
to the floor and is heaved aside. 

Hold the gate open, vou old rat, says the minister coolly 
pushing the body against the grille entrance. We may want to 
get out of this trap double quick. 

The mallet is as well-punned as the rest of the plot. The 
minister incongruous in his attire, seize* the crown Charles U 
used to make himself king, and with a few well-directed blow* 
flattens in the top 

He thrusts it feverishly into a leather wallet at his waist for 
which it is mil rather too bulky Meanwhile one of hts 
companions has unbuckled the belt round his own middle to drop 
the round gold ball of the orb into the safekeeping of the loose 
of hts breeches 

At the same Drac, in a corner the third 1 * cursing and working 
furiously gold filings flying like rain Lt\e a blacksmith he hackj 
away cutting the three feet of sceptre into two portable halves l 
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Peaceful but unconscious attendant in this knaves’ workshop, 
old Edwards is missing another exciting occasion as he continues 
to sleep under the influence of the minister’s all-purpose mallet 
Almost at the same moment as his father was knocked on the 
head that morning, young soldier Edwards was \noc\ing at his 
mother’ s door 

Footsteps on the stairs are something not included m the 
visitors’ plans The noise the villain in the corner makes with 
his filin g drowns the sound of young Edwards’s blithe approach 
until he is almost entering the room The brain of the gang’s 
leader works like a flash It must be a friend or acquaintance of 
Edwards, or the intruder would not be about so early in the day. 

In a moment he has pulled the third miscreant off his sceptre 
slicing and is husding his accomplices up the stairs He has adopted 
the doctor of divinity pose like putting on a cloak 

“ Good mornmg, good morning, my friend,” he cries, as young 
Edwards clatters into their midst “ Are you lookmg for Mr 
Edwards? He is just locking up in the jewel room ” 

The young man grins his thanks and goes eagerly down to 
meet his father The others make all haste up the stone stairs 
and out 


Had the “ minister ” thought twice he would have known that 
he had made a tactical error The instinct for flight aroused by 
guilty conscience had betrayed him into an over-hasty move He 
should have seized Edwaras junior and had him help his uncon- 


scious father in keepmg open the gate 
have taken their time 


Then the robbers could 


The three were making off as rapidly as their pace would 
allow if they were not to arouse suspicion, while young Edwards 
bent anxiously over his father and called to them for water Not 
havmg gone far enough to notice the disordered room and the 
sceptre almost filed m two, he thought the old man had fainted 
and knocked his head m falhng But the keeper of the jewels 
was not so much hurt as the villains thought. He sat up, nearly 
sent his son sprawlmg, and yelled, “Murder! Help, murder 1” 
at the top of his lungs 

“Stop them! Thieves' Murder!” he bellowed again The 
son stood amazed, wondering whether his father had gone mad, 
and astounded at this welcome home from the wars to the peace 
of Old England 

Above stairs the girl of the house reacted immediately She 
ran into the courtyard, echoing the old man’s alarm. “Help! 
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Thieves 1 Murder! ’ die screamed, and flung herself into the 
arms of a grateful sentn 

The villain with the file with no boot) to impede his progress, 
hid scuttled oft ahead The minuter and the second rogue, one 
with a wallet full of bent crown, and the other with the orb inside 
his breeches knocking against his knees at cv cry step were making 
what haste the) could 

Hut gold and guilt weigh hcav) and the) had onl) just passed 
the main guard when tlac alarm was given L\cn then they might 
have walked out but the shouts unnerved the second robber Not 
wishing to interrupt the parson s pleasant clutter which was 
still being maintained with remarkable coolness he nudged his 
elbow and glanced apprehensive!) over his shoulder The excite 
ment of running for « was one thing walking when pursued 
was too much for hn nerve 

The nudge was enough for the warder at the drawbridge His 
duty was plain but 1m courage not so evident He advanced and 

K ed naif heart cdl) to bar their progress. Impatient with 
mpanion and rapidly losing his temper the doctor of 
divinity whipped out a read\ primed pistol and fired over the 
guard s head 

Almost before the report the warder fell prostrate on his face. 
Badly scared, he was uianl ful to be lying flat. He looked as 
dead as he could manage, glad to be out of any fighting With 
a side kick at this coward the minister moved now speedily for 
the first time. He knew the pistol shot would rouse the whole 
garrison Seconds were precious. 

Hushing past the guard at the Ward House gate (an old soldier 
who had the courage to male no attempt to stop such desperate 
men), the two sped across die drawbridge 

There was still a chance in one of those hairbreadth escapes 
that heaven sometimes permits audacious rogues to achieve! Still 
dinging to the encumbering jewels (one of them could not lose 
his share unless he abandoned his breeches tool) through the outer 
gate the) panted and on to the wharf 

Shouts now and flying footsteps close behind I The minuter 
not to be taken while on the run turned and shot point-blank 
at his charging pursuer Captain Beckman was a match for that. 
He duckco, and the shot whistled through his hair Next second 
his adversary was floored with a charge like that of a modern 
Rugby player 1 

The other rogue and a second pursuer were another heaving 
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struggle A wound one of them had received sprinkling the pavmg 
and smearing both m a gory mess 

Young Edwards, shouting and stamping excitedly round, was 
near spitting both on the one sword 

The minister had been wmded He clung like a leech to his 
booty, nevertheless Thrashing round on the stones, he sent men 
sprawlmg m every direction till sheer weight of numbers bore 
him down and the battered crown was wrested from him 

The fight ended then, suddenly Men stood up, breathing hard, 
some scowling and some grinning The minister, still gripped 
firmly by fully five of them, used one hand to dust himself down 
With a sweeping gesture he removed his parson’s cap with the 
quamt ear flaps The beard came away, too He smiled broadly 
at their amazement 

“ Yes, gendemen, you have made a bigger catch than you 
know Colonel Thomas Blood, at your service ” Then, turning 
to his captor, he smiled “ A gallant attempt, Captain Beckman, 
however unsuccessful It was for a crown l” 

Jailed in the Tower, Blood’s high spirits left him. Two 
successive failures! 

Is it part of this adventure to tell what lifted the cloak of 
gloom from this silent, dogged and sullen man? 

Yes? No detail, then, just bare facts 

Charles was persuaded the king himself should judge this 
extraordinary person who dared to pocket a reigning monarch’s 
crown. A subject with such force of mind was worthy of his 
so spirited Majesty. 

A subject, also, with great force of personality, the king found. 
So much so, the sovereign was graciously pleased to restore there 
and then the colonel’s liberty and lands, to give him pardon — and 
a pension too! 



ROUND THE WORLD IN 
NINE DAYS 

By 

MILES HENSLOW 


£1 caice a year passes without some outstanding achievement of 
^speed or endurance on the land sea, or in the air, indeed 

these events follow one another so rapidly that it is hard to 
sort one out from the rest, and to be able to sa> truthfully That 
is the most wonderful triumph of all For sheer adventure, 
however the magnificent flight around the world by Wiley Post 
and Harold Gatty in 1931 must stand alone. 

It was late in May, 1031, that the world first heard with 
mild interest of Post s and Gatty s proposed flight, for in these 
crowded times little attention is paid to anything that is not hard 
accomplished fnct. However, when it was announced in the 
American Press that the two aviators had almost concluded their 
arrangements, and hoped to leave for Harbour Grace, Newfound 
land, within the first week of June, the telegraph wires of the 
world began to hum. What was it all about? Which route 
had the flyers d coded to take? What were their plans? How 
long did they expect to take? In a matter of hours the news was 
bang printed in every corner of the globe, for not only it appeared 
was this to be a flight which might well make history but if it 
was successful it would be the most spectacular achievement in 
years. Mr F C. Hall, a wealthy Oklahoma oil man who was 
backing the flight, was reputed to have said that he would be 
surprised if Post did not put his plane round the world in seven 
days. 

There were delays, however as is so often the case, and on 
June 22 the two airmen were still awaiting the news that everyth mg 
was favourable for them. Finally, on June 23, the big white 
and blue monoplane was wheeled out on to the tarmac m the early 
hours of the morning and thousands of people who had heard the 
new# came flocking to the field to cheer the flyers on their way 

The crowd grew suddenly silent as the propeller moved Stabs 
of flame shot from the exhaust as the engine burst into life, and 
the roar of more than four hundred horse power echoed to the 
663 
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heavens Then, to the flash of photographers’ bulbs, and the 
waving of a thousand arms, the plane began to move A cheer 
which rose even above the engine’s din swept the field The wheels 
of the machine turned faster and faster, and the tail lifted Faster 
and faster, dwindling m size as it sped away into the wmd, the 
ship at last became air-borne For one second, as the wheels left 
the ground, silence fell over the crowd, each man present reahzmg 
the suspense of that final moment, and then a last cheer went 
up The flyers were safely up They were on their way 

No one had any doubts as to Wiley Post’s ability to meet 
any emergency that might arise, and Gatty’s skill as a navigator 
was well known Both men had worked for a full year on 
their plans, and, as Post said himself shordy before the take-off, 
the Pratt and Whitney engine upon which the success of the flight 
and their hves depended, was “as fit as anything he had ever seen ” 
Racmg along through the air on the first stage of the long 
purney, it seemed that this opinion was justified, for a few hours 
later a ship, S S Drottn.gham, lying one hundred and twenty miles 
north-east of Cape Race, reported a wireless message from 
KHRDW — their aeroplane — which stated that everything was 
going well, and at 11 48 am they arrived at Harbour Grace, 
Newfoundland, having covered the initial eleven hundred miles 
in excellent time 

By 3 28 p m , less than eleven hours after leaving New York, they 
had refuelled and were on their way again, this time heading out 
across the wide Atlantic, towards Europe The news of their 
•departure was received with great excitement in Berlin, where the 
flyers were eventually expected, and, according to a weather forecast 
from the British meteorological department, everything pointed 
towards a good journey ahead No storms had been reported from 
the Atlantic during the night, and although there was occasional 
rain in the region of the Irish coast, visibility was predicted to be 
good 

It was then that the first surprise of this amazing flight occurred 
Not until they were actually on their way across the ocean were 
the officials of the Templehof aerodrome, Berlm, told that the 
airmen would be landing there the next day— their first stop after 
thousands of miles of travel without sighting land Immediate 
preparations were made — but nothing happened, and the world 
was suddenly startled to learn that the machine was at Sealand 
aerodrome, Chester, in England! 

“Is this England, Scotland or Wales?” Post asked as he 
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clambered from the cockpit to meet the puzzled men who ran to 
meet him and their bewilderment may v. ell be imagined, when 
the)’ were told cal ml) We ha\c just flown the Atlantic. The 
two airmen then explained that they were slightly lost, they had 
met with half a gale on the last stage of thar hop but that they 
had sighted a coastline earl) m the morning Actually that coast 
was the west of Ireland, and they had flown on crossing the Irish 
Sea before landing The aeroplane had behaved splendidly 
h owner, and after a good meal and a hurried look at maps and 
weather charts, the) were eager to be on their way 

Crowds flocked to the aerodrome the moment the new* of their 
arrival spread through the countryside, and once more they were 
uproariously cheered as the giant monoplane gathered speed and 
took-ofl (or Berlin— onginall) intended as thar first stop Thar 
flying time for the Atlantic crossing had been sixteen hour* and 
seventeen minutes, and at 12.45 pm on June 24 they landed again 
at Hanover, Germany Five minutes later they were in the air 
again, but landed almost immediately to refuel and it was not 
until 330 in the afternoon that the plane came roaring over the 
heads of vast crouds at Tcmplehof aerodrome, to glide in to a 
perfect landing less that thirty six hours after leasing New York. 

Here, for the first time, the full story of the Atlanuc crossing 
was told but not until they had almost fought their way from die 
machine to the aerodrome buildings 

Later, how ever, when they spoke of the Atlantic crossing it was 
realized how lucky they were to be there at all For three hours 
visibility had been so bad that the)’ had been unable to see the 
engine and it was by the grace of God alone that they found a 
hole in the clouds, and saw bnd below them — Wales 

At 2.38 a.m. they left Berlin for Moscow where they landed 
again after nearly nine hours in the air German pilots of the 
Deutsche Luft Hanza company had marked thar maps for them 
as a final effort to do anything in thar power to help the great 
adventure. At Moscow tnere were few people to welcome them 
and for this they were not sorry, they both said that it had been 
the toughest stretch of the trip to date, and they were ^lad of the 
chance of undisturbed rest Until then, reports of their progress 
had been scanty, for, as Gatty said he haa all his work cut out 
with navigation problems, and had little or no time to use the 
radio, but after Fearing Moscow every detail of their flight was 
headlines in the papers of the world. 

Taking off at dawn, with new maps and two hundred and 



seventy-five gallons of petrol, they headed east once more At 
75am June 25, they were reported passmg over Omsk, Siberia, 
and just after 9 30 they landed at Novo-Sibirisk The trans- 
Siberian journey was undoubtedly the most hazardous section of 
their flight over land, for apart from the huge tracts of land ji 
which they might well be lost for weeks should they be forced 
to descend, they had to fly over afforested, mountainous regions 
as well, where any landing must mean complete disaster. 

At 6 45 that same evenmg, however, they were off again, 
completing the next hop m safety, and with comparatively 
favourable conditions, landing at Irkutsk at 12 55 They had 
thus travelled half round die world on the fourth day smce leavmg 
home But they did not waste any time, and at 2.10 on the 
Saturday morning left agam for Blagovetschensk, which they 
reached in just under six hours A brief message from this Siberian 
post announced that the flyers would be taking-off for Khabarovsk 
at 10 30, a town some three hundred and fifty miles distant, and 
would refuel there for the next big hop to Nome It was here 
that the first mishap occurred On landing, the wheels of the 
monoplane became bogged m the mud, and for some time all 
efforts to free it were without success; but, working frantically and 
agamst time, men and horses were secured, and at last, heaving and 
straining, the volunteer crew dragged it clear and on to firm ground 
By good fortune no damage was done, and other than by a loss of 
valuable hours the success of the flight was m no way jeopardized; 
and when they roared away from the field towards the boundaries 
of Asia they had already put behind them rune thousand pules of 
the total fifteen thousand to be flown 

“ Post and Gatty well ahead of schedule,” came the next 
message “ Pushing relentlessly on, they are speeding eastward 
across the Siberian forests en route for Nome ” 

At 2 30 am they arrived at Khabarovsk, refuelled, and left 
almost immediately for Alaska, from whence the next news was 
heard of them. Four coastguard boats patrolling the Bering Sea 
reported the reception of radio signals, but static was bad and no 
intelligible messages were picked up Six and a quarter hours 
after die take-off, however, they landed at Soloman beach, thirty 
odd miles from Nome It was then Sunday, June 29, and with 
the last stages of that epic flight already in sight they had used up 
only six days and seventeen hours of their schedule Less than 
three hours later the engine roared out again, and the plane 
vanished into the haze which lay between them and Fairbanks 
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By dot,' they were dead tired, and the strain of the flight had begun 
to tell cm them Sleep must be had at all costs, even if only for 
in odd half-hour, to urgent messages were sent on ahead and 
preparations were made for their reception Tents and beds were 
erected on the field to enable them to snatch a handful of sleep 
while the plane was bang refuelled 

In America the news of their progress was being followed by 
an ever increasing number of people and terrific enthusiasm 
greeted every fresh morsel of news which filtered through from 
the back of beyond Some there were who predicted almost 
impossible things of the flyers, others were cautious to the extreme, 
but scarce a soul in the whole of that huge continent was not 
thinking of the big white and blue monoplane that was making 
history for the United States, and of the two gallant men who were 
risking everything to carry out their plans 

Then from Fairbanks, came the next message. We are very 
tired, but the worst is over By the day after tomorrow we should 
be in New York again Ana New York prepared to greet them 
as only New York knows how At 9-24 a.m. they left Fairbanks 
for Edmonton, which they reached at 7 m that same evening after 
a strenuous hop of nearly fifteen hundred miles At about 6 30 the 
following morning they were off again July 1 and their goal 
was almost in sight. Tired, dead beat but with the knowledge of 
success spurring them on, they urged the big machine onwards 
across America. At 5 15 pan they reached Cleveland Ohio 
paused for a brief half hour for fuel and a stretch and took-off on 
the final Jap 

A crowd thousands strong had reached the big Roosevelt field 
hours before the plane was expected but in spite of that everyone 
scanned the horizon minute after minute, in eagerness to be the 
first to shout, Here they come. By 8 pan the roads to the 
airport were packed with cars and pedestrians, and soil the crowds 
seemed to swell At last, just before a quarter to nine a hush 
fell over the amazing gathering Someone pointed, shouted The 
shout rose into a roar of yelling and cheering as a speck on the 
dark horizon took shape and grew The plane roared round the 
field, and then with engine idling glided in to land They had 
succeeded From New York to New York, completely round 
the world in less than ten short days. 



GRENFELL OF LABRADOR 

By 

A J RUSSELL 

T wo English boys who had been accustomed to roving the sands 
of Dee at will were taken by their nurse to a Welsh village to 
spend their hohday The Welsh boys resented their intrusion 
into their games and drove them from the village green 

One of the two, Wilfred Grenfell, a boy of about eight, 
happened to have among his forbears Sir Richard Grenville, the 
blood-letting, buccaneering, fire-and-glass-eating adventurer who 
alone fought the Spanish fleet to a standstill in the Azores The 
thought of these Welsh boys daring so to treat English boys filled 
the eight-year-old lad with the same spirit of defiance that had 
animated his illustrious ancestor 

The two youngsters returned and stormed the village green! 
Wilfred grew to manhood With the same spirit of high 
adventure still animating him what was he to do in these latter 
days of Queen Victoria and the mild reign of Edward the 
Peacemaker? 

In horse racing there are two types — the sprinters and the stayers. 
In the world of adventure there are kindred types — those who 
sprint to an objective, achieve it and return to wear the laurels of 
a brief but successful exploit, and those who set out on one great 
adventure composite of a multitude of adventures that last a lifetime 
Of such high mettle and staying power is — Grenfell of Labrador! 

Nearly fifty years ago he went out to die sub-Arctic, to a 
country as vast and barren as it is strikingly beautiful, yet a place 
of forbiddmg rocks and snows swept by a sea of ice and described 
by the early explorers as “of no use to human beings”! 

He found this tract of the British Empire to be unknown and 
even unwanted, neglected and in great distress He relieved its 
agony, and gave it healdi and prosperity 

The first ship that ever sailed to Newfoundland was called the 
Grenfell after Sir Richard Grenville who could never spell his 
name correctly But the vessel which Sir Wilfred first took into 
these seas was the sailing-ship Albert captained by a Cornishman, 
a martinet on discipline Newfoundland, which is half-way to 
New York, was reached on the seventeenth day out 

GCS 
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Grenfell * adventures began at once Just as he was admiring 
a rocky headland, his first sight of the American coast, he was 
astounded to see the high cliffs, guarding St, John s Harbour, 
becoming enveloped in smoke At the same time he felt the wind 
from the shore becoming hotter and hotter He had arrived to find 
the atv of St John s in (lames for the third time in us history 
Already some of the shipping had been burned as they lay at 
anchor and it looked as tnougn his own ship might have to take 
refuge behind an iceberg 

It seemed to him that his arrival in the town was opportune, 
just as it was when later he arrived on the scene of a shipwreck to 
find a lusty Eskimo, with axe upraised about to cleave open a 
box of TNT explosive — to see what was inside! 

Hut the inhabitants of St John s were surprisingly cheerful and 
quite content to speed him on his course to tnc fishing fleet where 
his offer of medical help would be still more welcome, for out 
there were over one thousand ships carrying thirty thousand souls. 
This great fleet had |ust sailed for the summer fisher) Follow 
Ing them for four hundred miles he came to Round Hill Island a 
wonderful landmark clothed in verdant green and set in the purest 
blue. Great schools of whales noisily slapping the calm surface 

of the sea, as in an abandon of joy dived and rose 

The new arrival anchored among man) schooners in a wonderful 
natural harbour off Labrador The) flew the Red Ensign but could 
not have attracted more attention had they flown the Jolly Roger 
A flag of welcome was quickl) run up on every masthead and 
there were immediate calls for medical aid 

Nearly a thousand sick people requisitioned Grenfell s services 
on that very first voyage. Sir Wilfred describes some cases which 
were outstanding for pathos and utter helplessness. The torture 
of an ingrowing toe nail which was put right in a few minutes, had 
Incapacitated one toiler for years 

The number of cases of anarmia ben ben scurvy dyspepsia 
and tuberculosis due to poverty of diet was abnormally high 
Among the Eskimos there had been tcmblc epidemics. 

A boy came on deck with the globe of one eye injured and 
suffering great pain Grenfell removed the eye and the youth left 
grateful but afraid that his girl would lose her affection for him 
now that he was so disfigured. He was told to call later and take 
his chance of getting a blue false eye to match hi* real one. Still 
later the doctor was accosted by a youth who asked him to look 
at his eyes A first glance showed nothing wrong and the inquirer 
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was told to call lor a special examination, whereupon he pointed 
proudly to die false eye winch was such a perfect match as to be 
undistinguishablc. 

The poverty of diet was seen all along the coast, even among 
the animals One night starving pigs broke into a church and 
ate the Bible When asked what to do about the eases of bcri-bcn 
and scurvy Grenfell’s reply was “ cabbages.” The indignant answer 
was that the summer was too short to grow them Iiis reply to that 
was to lcngdicn the summer by raising die >oung plants under 
glass It was a new idea to Labrador but it ga\c the population 
green food and the \itamms needed for perfect health 

The Eskimos call the Northern Lights — “ The Spirits of die 
Dead at Pla) ” Their mysterious aurora illuminating die 
embattled cliffs which rise along the nordicrn end of Labrador 
to a height of two or three diousand feet give this wonderful coast, 
beautiful by day, a romantic charm by night Whatever worries 
one had could be lost by watching the fantastic dances of the 
Northern Lights playing over these mountainous cliffs 

Grenfell would watch them often as lie set out to answer an 
urgent summons, and rarely were his journeys widiout other 
excitement One Easter Day he was summoned to attend a case 
sixty miles away He started off and on the second day attempted 
to cross a frozen bay Nearing the farther shore he found that 
the ice had thinned and he and his dogs drifted seawards Waist 
deep in freezing water he induced his dogs to drag him to the 
firmer foothold of a passing ice-floe where his predicament was still 
precarious Within living memory no one had ever been adrift 
on the ice in this bay, so there was no chance of his plight becoming 
known 

Grenfell had lost his warm clothing and a bitter blast was 
blowing The only way to live through the night was to kill some 
of his dogs and wrap himself in their skins With considerable 
difficulty he killed three, wondering if he drifted into the open 
sea, whether he should not do the same to himself rather than die 
by inches 

Having piled up the carcasses of the dead dogs to make a wind- 
break he took off his icy soaking clothes and wrung them, then 
unravelled a rope and used the hemp as oakum socks for his boots 
He bound the frozen legs of his dead dogs together and made them 
into a flagpole, and tore off his shirt and flew it as a flag of distress 
He now thought that he could detect men under the cliffs and 
a boat putting out He laughed at the folly of expecting human 
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being! in so remote a spot He felt that he could not hold out for 
another twenty four liours, but he had no sensation of fear 

As he was trying to make a piece of ice serve as a burning-glass 
to illuminate some wet matches h:s snow-blinded eyes suddenly 
caught tlic gleam of an oar A boat drew' alongside He had been 
seen the previous night and his rescuers had threaded the ice blocks 
of an angry sea to save him Every soul in the nearest village 
shook his frost bitten hand as he landed looking a weird object, 
tied up in rags, stuffed out with oakum and wrapped in bloody 
dog skins 

There was a certain type of man in the north whose friendship 
Grenfell did not cultivate for he beircvcd that such were taking 
unfair advantage of thetr knowledge that hereabouts was the grave 
yard of the Atlantic. As manv as forty ships had been lost here in 
a onglc gale Hve vessels had been driven into each other on the 
rocks at one time 

Sailing north one day, Grenfell s hospital ship picked up three 
castaways, the crew of a ship whose owner the doctor suspected. 
According to them thar vessel liad run on a shoal and was wrecked 
By now Grenfell had assumed many other duties than that of a 
medical missionary in these parts As Llo)d* agent he turned 
about and went to inspect the wreck whereupon the rescued skipper 
asked leave to search her for something he had left behind 
Certainly not, said Grenfell still suspicious. 

Yet )ust before sunnsc the three were caught attempting to row 
aboard and were ordered back They returned full of bluff but 
looking very' uneasy Grenfell found a perfectly round hole in the 
wreck with no splinters inside Such a hole could not have been 
made by a rock In such circumstances he thought it wise to act 
swiftly Calling laic on the owner he woke him up By midnight 
he had purchased the salved wreck for — half a dollar I 

Grenfell records with nice that he can still sec the look in the 
eye of the seller as he doled out the change That the owner a 
•elf made man as keen as a ferret in a business deal, should have 
parted with the ship for that absurd price, was an admission that 
he had intended to murder her for her insurance. 

Such experiences showed the necessity of somebody undertaking 
to provide this desolate coast with a rcpninng-doch and although 
this provision could hardly be termed the work of a medical mission 
ary any more than innumerable other things done by Grenfell he 
undertook the task of providing it with the result that not only 
sailors lives but their snips were also saved 
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As the years passed Grenfell became more and more useful to 
the British and Newfoundland governments He was given the 
powers of a magistrate, and these he exercised with wide discretion 
King Edward the Seventh once asked him how he provided himself 
with police on a coast where there were none officially enrolled. 
He replied that usually he swore in a man from an American 
university to act as a temporary loyal servant of His Majesty 
The greatest adventure of his life happened when he was 
middle-aged He was returning from England to his duties when 
he became interested in a tall girl in black, the most beautiful 
woman on the Mauretania. 

For a day or two he debated whether he should take the risk. 
One day he went up to her and proposed marriage Her reply was 
that he did not even know her name This was true but he skilfully 
avoided it by saying, “ That is not the issue The only thing that 
interests me is — what your name is going to be ” 

It was a clever reply addressed to a girl who years ago when 
asked to go and hear a medical missionary talk about Labrador 
had refused in no unmeasured terms He says that the genius of 
his family was always at its best on the rolling waic and on this 
occasion “ it pleased God to add another naval victory to our 
annals ” She was the daughter of the leader of the Chicago Bar 
with a beautiful home near Lake Michigan 

As Lady Grenfell she has helped her husband develop his work 
of civilizing Labrador which, because of their efforts, is now rapidly 
coming into its own. 


“HOLY WAR" IN PERSIA 

By 

DENIS CLARK 

S ome years before the Great War Persia land of ancient and 
languid chivalry, looked upon Britain as her first friend and 
protector Thar cause was a common one against Imperialistic 
Russia, though that of Persia was urgent and embittered bv 
present exploitation and impending intasion while the British 
policy' was but a part of that general dog in the manger distrust 
of Russun expansion denoted by that popular chorus The 
Roosham shall not avc Con stan ti noplc * The famed Shah of 
Persia Musofur u’Din, whose father had visited the Great White 
Queen, was willing to betray his country to these grasping Tartars 
in return for gold, and would have done so had not the British 
charge d affaires tempered his autocratic powers by ingeniously 
assisting his subjects towards a Constitution He did this by 
allowing certain rcbclhously democratic merchants to use his 
residency' s gardens as a sanctuar) (by ancient and modem privilege 
foreign legations, some \cncrablc trees, and antique cannon 
together with mosques shnnes, royal stables, and telegraph offices 
were all respected as sanctuaries) where they stayed their stores 
remorselessly closed to the number of twchc thousand until the 
frantic shah granted their demands. Tins constitution is it to 
cat or to wear? asked one of the delighted and triumphant rebels 
as he rushed forth to enjoy the first attempt at democratic 
government that his country had known. 

But one year later the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907 was 
signed, by which poor Persia was neatly divided into zones of 
interested influence. Her shah fell completely under Russian 
control and Russian troops gained a foothold on the southern shore* 
of the Caspian Sea remaining there. Persia lost her trust in 
Britain together with her new and prized constitution, while her 
hatred for Russia impotentiy swelled It was at this time when 
she lay friendless between the reiving ambitions of the Russian 
British and Turkish Empires that a young man came to her 
shores a* representative of another great power of which she had 
scarcely heard Young Wassmuss was appointed to Bush ire as 
consul for the German people. 
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Wassmuss was twenty-six when he first came to Persia lr 
Previously he had been in his country’s consular scrv 
Madagascar, and it is possible that there, where Darius ha< 
quered and civilized, he found the seeds of interest and syn 
with the Persian race and its traditions which were to flower 
single-handed undertaking during the World War To a Gc 
a romantic intellectual such as Wassmuss, there was treme 
appeal in dus people of gracious antiquity, of splendid dre 
manners, of vital and poetic speech His enterprise, thoi 
runs parallel with that 01 Lawrence of Arabia, seems to own £ 
tragic history even than his 

On his first appointment to Bushire he made himself unp 
among the consuls and officials by his over brusque assert 
German rights and dignity, but before long he was rcapp 
to Madagascar. When, after three years, he returned to Pei 
was a changed man 

Persia may roughly, in shape alone, be compared to tl 
of Wight Northward, in place of the Solent, her boundai 
along Russia and the Caspian Sea, with Turkestan to the 
east Her western boundary lies against Turkey and Aral 
the east Afghanistan stands above Baluchistan The Persiai 
tilts up, washing her southern coast Bushire, where Wa: 
returned once more as consul m 1913, stands at about two 
towards the landlocked end of the Persian Gulf 

A different and gentler Wassmuss came back from Madaj 
and one who now was a master of the Persian language 1 
of attending entertainments and European clubs, he spent a 
deal of his time ndmg about the barren district of Tangis 
the south of Bushire, making friends with the tribesmen 
wore their dress of slashed camel-hair cloak with a little h; 
a high Basque beret, worn a trifle to one side of the head, 
gave to his short, broad figure a grave, new dignity, enhanced 
long hair and candid, searching eyes The tribesmen res 
him for his medical knowledge and skill with horses, but 
of all for his own unaffected wisdom So did he live and 
among them until the outbreak of war m August 1914 Lo 
Persia and its people had grown m his heart, but at once he 
back to Berhn to enlist 

The rulers of Germany knew as well as the British th 
meaning of the word " Jehad ” Could they but get the Cal 
Islam to declare a holy war agamst the Infidels, the whole 1 /. 
east from the Mediterranean to the Bay of Bengal woul 
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against its British invaders, and the no less resentful followers 
of false gods, Hindus and placid Buddhists, might be expected to 
follow suit. Wassmuss was despatched back to Constantinople in 
company with two other Germans of Persian experience Oskar 
von Niedermeyer and Schuncmann The plan was that of Enver 
Pasha leader of the Young Turk movement. A jehad would be 
declared in Constantinople and the other hoi) cities under the 
Turks, Egypt, Arabia Turkey and Persia would become united 
(the Turkisn ambitions, more Anglophil than Gcrmanophil, were 
actually intent on expansion at Persia s expense) and a small com 
pany of Turks and Germans would pass unostentatiously through 
Persia to spread the fever in farthest Afghanistan Up would rise 
the emtr at hts fortress in Kabul, encouraged b) letters and presents 
from both kaiser and caliph The war would be on tnc very 
threshold of India, fiery propaganda should be broadcast south- 
ward and India herself in all her magnitude would rebel English 
troops would have to be taken from France to maintain the empire, 
and so the opposition to the German advance westward would 
totter and give way Victory would be in the grasp of the central 
powers. 

The German mission was composed of Wassmuss and the 
two others, together with a band of hearty young pioneers from 
German East Africa These colonials were found totally unsuitable 
for the delicate work in hand and were sent home from Aleppo, 
but not before they had shaken the foundation of the expedition 
and thoroughly upset Wassmuss It was probably largely to 
reassure himself and the remainder of hts party that he suggested 
they should make thar way from Baghdad through that part of 
Persia which he knew so well, although it meant deviating from 
their direct route to Afghanistan It was finally decided that 
Niedermeyer should go on with the mam party to Kabul while 
Wassmuss should go southward to rouse the tribes against the 
British Schuncmann went no farther than Kirmanshah just over 
the Persian border Accordingly, at the beginning of February, 
1915, Wassmuss and two Germans, Doktor Lenders and Bornsdorf 
set out. 

At that time the reigning shah was a youth of little initiative and 
with no formed policy The Persian people, goaded by the Russians 
and encouraged oy a Russian defeat at Tabriz, had ail but decided 
to join the Turks But the Turks in their victorious advance 
indulged their taste for barbarities at the Persian expense, thereby 
killing all sympathy with thar cause. 
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Wassmuss took ship down the Tigris Forty miles below Kut 
al Amara he landed to enter Persia through the obscure passes of 
South Dunstan, making for Dizful, city of Persian Arabs, the 
most ardent for the 'jehad But close at hand ran the Anglo- 
Persian oil pipe-line, and the khans in its proximity had been well 
subsidized by the British Wassmuss, undaunted, spread his gospel 
with success, and the British missed support from these friendly 
khans, which they badly needed against the neighbouring Arabs 
Their forces suffered a defeat It was the first victory of 
Wassmuss 

Beyond Dizful, at Shustar the British were informed of the 
Germans’ presence and a party came to their lodging to capture 
them They had escaped, and were not heard of agam until they 
were a hundred miles south at Behbehan on the road to Shiraz 
But here they were betrayed by a khan who invited them to his 
house and imprisoned them Bornsdorf alone was warned of the 
trap and fled back to Baghdad A messenger was sent to Bushire, 
k and soon a British detachment was on its way, but when the officer 
V entered the prisoners’ locked room only Lenders was to be seen 
3R Somehow Wassmuss had escaped again 

oi This second escape started the host of fabulous stones that grew 
P^Smits up," Wassmuss, not only among the admiring Persians but 
aieturned r apprehensive Britons too 
\vards th.next heard of at Barazjar between Bushire and Shiraz, 
and aydiffere, Captain Noel, a famous warrior, volunteered to put an 
end to\e whJventurmgs He went forth on horseback alone, dis- 
covered! din 1 man’s place of hiding, collected a little force and 
captured ’Wassmuss red-handed, inciting the tribesmen by pamphlet 
and word of mouth to turn out the British Noel put Wassmuss 
under guard and ordered a policeman to brmg him to Bushire next 
morning That night the horse of Wassmuss fell sick and, with his 
guard’s consent, every half-hour he visited its stable Towards 
dawn the guard grew sleepy and at last omitted to accompany 
the captive Suddenly Wassmuss was on his malingering charger’s 
back and galloping off across country So he escaped once more, 
and now the Persian hinterland openly declared itself for him 
With an abortive gesture Noel put a great price upon his head, but 
this was cancelled from headquarters, and Noel was recalled to 
Bushire for his own safety 

Presently Wassmuss arrived among the Qashqai, most power- 
ful of Persian tribes, ridmg through the dreadful “ Cursed Range ” 
of mountains, where he mated the chiefs and headmen to rise 
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They were ready listeners, for die British had plotted against the 
overthrow of thdr chief and Wassmuss spoke sweetly of the 
kaiser* sympathy and affection By now the story was general 
in Persia that the mighty emperor had himself embraced the true 
faith of Islam Wassmuss turned back towards Shiraz. 

Shiraz is a beautiful, gardened city among barren golden 
hills. He made his way to the gendarmerie, staffed with Swedes of 
pro-German sympathy, where he was received with applause, and 
installed himself to intrigue with the governor and surrounding 
khans. He preached of British perfidy and imminent defeat, finding 
ardent support m a party calling itself the Fighter* in the Jehad r 
With them he arranged that there should soon be warfare in the 
hinterland of the guff, in the country of the Qashqais and against 
Shiraz. 

Had it been in Wassmuss s mind to discos er the British policy in 
Persia, he would hare found that all thar thoughts were centred 
upon the Tigris, up which their forces were slowly driving the 
Turks. But it was not his policy that thar intentions should be 
recognized otherwise than turning inward upon Per sun territory 
and thus he bctra)ed die land he loved, for he told it* people at a 
great meeting at Borazjar that the British were coming to over 
run their country He flattered thar courage and prowess, and so 
at last it was decided that war should be declared War should be 
declared against Bushirc by a brave man with a flag at dawn of the 
second day after the meeting, and at once an attack should be 
delivered. 

At the appointed hour and trysting place Wassmuss waited 
among the palms, alone. By midday a few warn or* arrived and 


, alone. By midday a few warn or* arrived and 


presently sank into pleasant siestas under the cool green shade. 
From fury, Wassmuss passed to whistling Bach and philosophically 
reading until almost at sundown appeared a great concourse which 
lacked only one notable chieftain’* band to complete the army 
When the sun sank the troops disbanded but as they dispersed the 
missing khan arrived, made late by a search for errant sheep He 
was now all eagerness for the fray and with his party galloped over 
the hill against Bushirc, where he shot some Indian cavalrymen 
before returning in triumph 

About the same time Wassmuss s propaganda reached a certain 
zealous mullah who at once declared a holy war at Makran and 
led the tribesmen against Chahbar in the neighbourhood of Bushirc 
In the battle a few British were killed but the tribesmen were 
driven off which, despite Wassmuss s assurances of their helplessness 
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brought them back to some respect for British might How- 
ever, at last, m late June, the general nsmg he had worked for 
occurred A batde took place at Bushire between a thousand tribes- 
men and the British garrison, armed with an old field-gun and a 
machine-gun Wassmuss went into action with his friends, 
exhorting them. After some desperate charges, led by the sheiks, 
the tribesmen fled. 

Although it is recorded that among Persian charms there are 
certain that are ordained for the especial safety of fleeing generals, 
they should not be accounted an unvalorous race Given a high 
cause, or oppression to overthrow, without doubt they would have 
fought as gallandy as any other race of whom a phlegmatic attend- 
ance on sudden disintegration, pride of a European army, was not 
expected But now their ideals were too confused for so poetical 
a race, which perhaps account for the mild effects of their rising 
against the British 

They called on these alien troops to quit Bushire and, when 
they would not, pillaged about that city The British were forced to 
obtain their supplies from the sea, but presently other vessels than 
supply ships came steaming up the gulf H M S Juno, Pyrajnus, 
Lawrence and Dalhousie cast anchor off Bushire and the Union 
Jack was hoisted above that city Soon a landing-party set about 
cutting down the palm trees of those rebellious tribesmen who 
had gone against Bushire At Dilbar many boats filled with armed 
men, covered by ships’ great guns, forced a landing against the 
resisting warriors and a brisk little battle was fought Shells from 
the warships began to fall among the palm groves held by the 
tribesmen, who fled, to open fire again at dawn of the next day, 
when they saw their trees still falling Their shots were answered 
enthusiastically from die ships, which, owing to an error, now 
trained their heavy weapons on the groves where the British 
sailors were at work 

These the amazed tribesmen presendy saw running for their 
lues, leaving many dead, all of which they confusedly credited to 
their own prowess and stratagem, though some numbers of them 
were slam when they returned to their forsaken, ravished groves 
So uas this held a very great victory for the Persian arms 

Shortly afterwards they triumphed again, for, encouraged by 
Wassmuss, the sheiks attacked Bushire in strength and, although 
the attackers were routed, in the dense morning mist that covered 
the low-lying land they ran headlong into a body of British cavalry, 
sent to cut off their retreat These were taken utterly by surprise 
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and eight) were shin Jubilant tales of the Anglces defeats 
spread all about Persia 

Now Wassmuss knew that his phns went well and that, as he 
had schemed, British troops, badl) needed against the Turks to the 
north, were bang diverted to Persia On October 10 1915, the 
British residents in Shiraz were made prisoners and led away to 
captivit) at Ahram, the pabcc of Zair khidair, where they stayed 
till late in 1916 when the) were exchanged At Ahram Wassmuss 
was said to have a wireless with which he comerscd direct!) 
with the kaiser at Berlin It was a most useful instrument for the 
kaiser meted out praise and bbmc as they w*crc deserved b) the 
surrounding chiefs, keeping them in a suitable state of loyal 
humility Actually it was nothing more than an impressive co! 
lection of wires and elcctnc light bulbs which rccaved or 
vouchsafed just what emanated from Wassmuss s own head 

Meanwhile, on April 29 1916, Townsend had surrendered at 
kut the mest tembic blow that British prestige had yet suffered 
in the cast. Two million pounds, the retreat of the whole force to its 
base and the surrender of its guns, offered by the British Govern 
ment as terms, were refused by Enver Pasha, and twelve thousand 
British and Indian troops were made pnsoners Von der Goltz, the 
German Field-Marshal, made his headquarters at Baghdad, and 
the Bntish cause in the cast tottered. Things were in the balance. 
Dissension arose between the Germans and Turks, who entered 
Persia in considerable strength, instead of consolidating their posi 
tion on the Tigns They drove back the Russians, but their line 
lengthened and dwindled even as, jn Gallipoli, the Bntish were 
forced to retreat. In Iraq the Turks were forced from Baghdad by 
General Maude and from Hama dan in north-west Persia by the 
reinforced Russians. The Persian tribesmen preyed upon their 
broken column 

The Bntish hold on Persia began to tighten Sykes formed the 
South Persian Rifles Dyer guarded Persian Baluchistan Dun- 
sterville (Kipling s hero of Stalky and Co *) advanced against 
those in the forests on the west of the Caspian Niedcrmeyer 
after fnghtful privations, had crossed the deserts to Afghanistan and 
reached Kabul but his mission was fruitless, and he with his party 
returned at length to Germany, leaving Wassmuss alone in Pcroa 

With the powerful chiefs of the Qashqais and the men of 
Kazcrun, Wassmuss joined battle with the South Persian Rifles in 
the country north of Shiraz. The new and hastily formed regi- 
ment was a polyglot assembly of Persian tribesmen with Bntish 
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officers They were surprised by the sheiks in the snow-covered 
mountains, an officer was killed, and they fled m confusion High 
prestige and great optimism came to die men of Kazerun and 
Qashqai 

Wassmuss was joined at this time by another German, Spiller, 
a refugee from Turkestan, who stayed with him till the end; the 
first of his own countrymen that he had seen since Bornsdorf fled 
in 1915 The British, bitterly vengeful, sought for him, forcing 
him constantly to be on the move He was attacked by robbers 
and wounded, so that for the rest of his life he went lame His 
friend, Saulat ud Dawla, chief of the Qashqais, led his men against 
the British but was defeated, and Wassmuss’s only gam was a 
mutiny engineered among the South Persia Rifles Another attack 
was made on Shiraz, but this, too, failed, and at last at Firuzabad 
Saulat ud Dawla was utterly broken by Sykes’s forces Wass- 
muss retreated to the hinterland, where he remained until the 
British sent news to him of the signing of the Armistice They 
demanded that he should give himself up at Bushire, promising 
to repatriate him without penalty He refused, declaring that his 
capture would be a violation of Persian neutrality 

Sadly Wassmuss and Spiller parted from their friends He 
expressed great sorrow that he had not brought them victory or 
gain Then, with the assistance of the Kazerun chief, Nasr Diwan, 
himself a fugitive, they set out to cross into Turkey Wassmuss 
abandoned his Persian clothing and, in European dress, gave 
himself out to be a Mr Witt of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
With the conmvance of his friends he was well on his road to 
escape when, in March of 1919, he indiscreetly attended a feast given 
by one of his old allies, a chief at Kashan An Armenian tele- 
graphist informed the British and he was arrested at Gum on the 
Persian border. 

At Tehran, partly through malice, partly through misunder- 
standing, Wassmuss was shockingly treated beaten by Indian 
soldiers and dragged through the mud on his back to the legation 
office He lay, and was mocked while they told him their plans 
for his disposal At Kaswin somehow he escaped and, after a 
taxi-dnvcr had erroneously all but delivered him back into captivity, 
came at last to the German Legation In the autumn he was 
brought to British-occupied Cologne where he was set free 

Wassmuss went back to his native Saxony and married He 
was appointed head of the Eastern Department in Berlin, where 
he worked for two years But remorse for the evil he had brought 



upon his friends neva ceased to trouble him aggravated by a claim 
for a large sum which the sliaks said he haopromiscd them for 
their help He called on his government to make settlement to 
the extent of five thousand pounds. But how could Germany pay 
her partners in defeat, when her conquerors demanded far more 
than she could find? 

Wassmuss applied for lease and arrived at Bushirc where he 
won consent from the British authorities to hold a great meeting 
of the sheiks. He propounded a plan, suggested by a fnend a 
German agricultural expert He would settle in tnc Tangistan 
country and farm it, pajing the proceeds towards his debt of 
honour The British were not encouraging The German Govern 
ment tried to dissuade him, at last agreeing to pay the sum he had 
asked He took it, but held to his plan Modem implements and 
farm machinery were imported and the shaks agreed to wait 
for their money to come from the farm s prosperity 

But seven years passed and in spite of all his efforts it did not 
prosper The shaks had grown suspicious of white men ceased 
to support htm, finally deliberately worked against him Suddenly 
one day they arrived in force demanding despite thar forma 
agreement instant and full settlement of the debt They denied 
any forma acceptance of his plan He was declared bankrupt. 
Disaedited, vanquished in the courts, dishonoured he left for 
Bahn in April, 1931 

Disappointment and treachery broke his heart. He fell ill that 
November and as he lay dying learnt that in the High Court 
judgment had finally been given for him against those who had 
been his friends. That he had for comfort, he who had worked 
and risked so much to make the affairs of his own country and of 
that other that he loved run togetha towards victory 



TEN THOUSAND MILES ON 
HORSEBACK 

By 

H F TSCHIFFELY 

The following extiact is ta\en from the adventuies of A F 
Tschiffely, who travelled on hoisebac\ from Buenos Aires to New 
Yorl \ with his two famous hoises, Gato, and Mancha At this 
point of hvs journey he is accompanied by a Mr W who insisted 
on attempting the adventure of ciossing the Andes on horsebac\ 
Mr W was so badly bitten by mosquitoes that he caused Mt 
Tschiffely senous alarm 

A fter Limatambo our way lay through beautiful wooded valleys 
with marvellous and exuberant vegetation, veritable 
"paradise for naturaksts The trail passed under enormous 
trees or agam through regular forests of bamboo, and the rocks 
along the rushmg and foaming streams were overhung with many 
varieties of delicate ferns On some rocks there were big trees 
with peculiar roots hanging down like huge snakes, and on these 
roots grew big brown knobs that resembled enormous potatoes 
Sometimes we were winding our way through narrow and deep 
valleys, with walls of rock that seemed to reach the clouds on 
either side, and then again we had to zig-zag up a rough trail, 
stumbling, scrambling and shpping Men and beasts were drip- 
ping with perspiration, and every now and agam we had to halt 
to recover our breath, and so we slowly climbed higher and higher 
We always went along in single file, and one day, whilst we 
were slowly movmg along one of those giddy trails, Gato stepped 
too near (he edge, and some loose rocks gave way under his hind 
leg He lost his footing and shot over the side and went shding 
towards the edge of a deep precipice For a moment I watched 
m horror, and then the miracle happened A sohtary sturdy tree 
stopped his shde towards certain death, and once the horse had 
bumped against the tree he had enough sense not to attempt to 
move I took off my spurs and chmbed down towards him, and as 
soon as I had reached the trembling ammal I began to unsaddle 
him with the utmost care, for should he move and fall, 1 would at 
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least save my few precious belongings. Poor Gato had scented 
danger, and was pitifully neighing to his companion, who was 
above in safety It was not his usual neigh — it had in it a note of 
desperation and fear 

Once unsaddled, I made sure that he could not move from the 
spot until preparations were made to assist him from above. 
When all was ready the horse was hauled bach to safety but had it 
not been for the fact that Gato spread out his forelegs like a frog 
he would have overbalanced backwards, and the chances were 
that he would have swept me with him, for I was guiding the 
salvage operations from below My heart was pdpitating so 
violently that I thought it would burst, but once both of us were 
safely bach on the trail that now looked like a paradise to me, I 
looked through the saddle bags to sec if there was a drop left to 
celebrate the miraculous escape, however, wc were out of luck in 
that line and had to wait until wc came to a spring, where wc 
washed down the fnght. 

After crossing the Apurmac River we came to the roughest 
and most broken country imaginable. Little bridges spanned deep 
canyons and ravines, ana the trail led over high passes and through 
deep gorges and winding valleys The condition of my friend was 
getting worse every day and he was no longer able to use his hands 
rhe infections on his face had made shaving impossible, and so 
his beard had grown considerably The matter that oozed out of 
his running sores had dried and mixed with his now stubby beard 
making his appearance anything but attractive, to say the least. 

Some of the inclines wc had to climb were almost heart 
breaking and wc had to be very cautious not to overstrain our 
animals. 

In a beautiful and fertile mountain valley we rated in a 
picturesque village, and there my companion was obliged to change 
his mules The cunning people asked exorbitant prices, for they 
knew that he would either have to pay what they demanded or 
else go on foot. After having tried to cure his infections and 
having chased around for mules for five days wc were finally ready 
to push on 

When wc got eventually to Ayacucho a doctor immediately 
attended to my friend and high time it was for the flesh of his 
hands had positively begun to rot. From here, Mr W could 
reach the railway terminus by automobile, and the tram would 
take him over the last range down to Lima. The best hotel in 
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happy to be in it, and once the animals had been accommodated 
and fed we sat down to a hearty meal, and shortly after we were 
making up for some of our lost sleep 

The second range of the Andes was behind us now', and 
the horses w'ere in such excellent condition that I had no doubt 
that only an accident could prevent us from reaching Lima and 
the Pacific Ocean 

After a few days Mr W was well enough to travel without 
running a risk, and accordmgly he arranged to leave on a lorry 
that was about to make the trip to the railway terminus 

He had hardly left w'hen heavy rams began to pour down, and 
when I met him again some three years later, he told me that 
his adventures had by no means come to an end, for the lorry 
was held up owmg to landslides, and farther along some bridges 
had been washed away and he had to cross over two rivers in 
baskets hung on cables Finally he arrived in Lima, and after 
two months his wounds had healed completely, leaving only a 
few scars to remind him of his joy nde across one of the Andean 
ranges 

Landslides and swollen rivers made it impossible to follow the 
road and compelled me to make a large detour over the mountains 
to the west Natives who knew these regions advised me to take 
a guide, for alone I should have difficulty m finding the direction 
among the numerous little Indian footpaths 

With the mayor’s assistance I found an Indian m a village who 
agreed to come with me, but unfortunately the man could neither 
speak nor understand Spanish I bought some provisions, and 
without losing tame started out, the guide, like most Indians, pre- 
ferring to go on foot, and even when the horses went at a trot 
he kept up with us with ease After some tame he led us mto 
very rough country, and often he made a sign to me to go ahead, 
and then he took a short cut, and later I found him sitting some- 
where far ahead, chewmg coca whilst waiting for us 
We had crossed some giddy and wobbly hanging bridges before, 
but here we came to the worst I had ever seen or ever wish to see 
again Even without horses the crossing of such bridges is apt 
to make anybody feel cold ripples running down the back, and, 
in fact, many people have to be blindfolded and strapped on 
stretchers to be carried across Spanning a wild river the bridge 
looked like a long, thin hammock swung high up from one rock 
to another Bits of rope, wire and fibre held the rickety structure 
together, and the floor was made of sticks laid crosswise and 
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covered with some coarse fibre matting to grve a foothold and to 
prevent slipping that would inevitably prove fatal The width of 
this extraordinary piece of engineering was no more than four feet, 
and its length must have been roughly one hundred and fifty yards. 
In the middle the thing sagged down like a slack rope. 

I went to examine it closely and the very sight of it made me 
feel giddy, and the thought of what might easily happen produced 
a fe3ing in my stomach as if I had swallowed a dIock of ice. 
For a while I hesitated, and then I decided to chance it, for there 
was no other alternative but to return to Ayacucho and there wait 
for the dry season I unsaddled the horses, and giving the Indian 
the lead-line I made signs to him to go ahead with Mancha first. 
Knowing the horse well I caught him by the tail and walked 
behind talking to him to keep him quiet. When we stepped on 
the bridge he ncsitated for a moment, then he sniffed the matting 
with suspicion, and after examining the strange surroundings he 
listened to me and cautiously advanced As we approached the 
deep sag in the middle, the badge began to sway horribly, and 
for a moment I was afraid the horse would try to turn hack which 
would have been the end of him, but no, he had merely stopped 
to wait until the swinging motion was less, and then he moved 
on again I was nearly choking with excitement but kept on 
talking to him and patting his haunches, an attention of which he 
was very fond Once we started upwards after having crossed the 
middle, even the horse seemed to realize that we had passed the 
worst part, for now he began to hurry towards safety His 
weight shook the bndge so much that I had to catch hold of the 
wires on the sides to keep my balance. Gato, when his turn came, 
teeing his companion on the other side, gave Ids trouble and 
crossed over as steadily as if he were walking along a trail Once 
the horses were safely on the other ode we carnea over the pack s 
and saddles, and when we came to an Indian hut where chicha 
and other native beverages were sold we had an extra long drink 
to celebrate our successful crossing whilst the horses quietly grazed 
as if they had accomplished nothing out of the way 

Torrential rains began to pour down, and the mountain trails 
were soon converted into rushing streams that earned earth and 
loose stones with them and often we had to wait until the 
downpour ceased before we could proceed 

The guide pointed towards a mountain tide that towered up 
into the sky like a wall, and it seemed to me that he toed to 
make me understand that we would have to climb up there, but as 
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this looked like an impossibility to me I thought I must be mis- 
understanding him Much to my surprise our path led straight * 
towards this formidable mountain side, and presently we started 
up a neck-breakmg path which had been partly hewn and pardy 
worn out of the rocky wall. It was so steep and slippery that 
at first I considered it a physical impossibility for horses to climb 
up there, and when we finally came to the top I saw that another 
similar obstacle was ahead of us A traveller soon gets used to 
such disappointments m the Andes, for often, after havmg reached 
what one thought would be the end of a long and weary climb, 
one sees another ahead, and frequendy one has by no means finished 
with the eternal zig-zags even when the second has been 
surmounted 

The Indians in these parts may appear to be sullen, but yet I 
found them kind and hospitable I snail always remember how 
well a solitary woman treated us when we arrived at her hut Her 
husband was away, and so she was left alone with the children. 
She prepared food for us, and in return I gave her and the children 
some chocolate, for the good woman refused to accept money 
When daylight permitted we were glad to be off again, for it was 
bitterly cold, and my fingers were stiff and aching 

I was hoping that the clouds and fogs would lift towards noon, 
but this did not happen, and as time went on it became darker and 
darker Towards evening thunder began to rumble in the distance, 
and suddenly a furious storm began to rage around us The Indian, 
who was carrying our small food supply on his back, hurried ahead, 
and when we found an overhanging rock we took shelter under it. 
The rain poured down in such torrents that I was thankful not to 
be on a slope or m one of those trails in a hollow. 

When the storm had passed the Indian left me, and, thinking 
he had merely gone to see what the weather was likely to do, I 
sat down to wait for him After about a quarter of an hour I began 
to wonder what was keeping the man away for so long, and went 
to look for him, but although I searched in every direction and 
called, there was no sign of him It was already dusk and still 
he did not appear, so I unsaddled and prepared to spend the night 
under the rock where we had taken refuge during the storm 
Obviously the cunning Indian had returned towards home, taking 
with him all my food supplies, and as I had paid him in advance 
lie must have thought it foolish to face further hardships, especially 
during an abnormally severe rainy season 

This was by no means the first time I had been in similar 
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situations, and to I settled down to make the best of It until dawn 
would permit ui to continue. 

In the evening I sighted a small settlement on a slope, and when 
I armed there the alcalde (alderman) told me 1 was in Paucan 
and in spue of not bang any the wiser for this piece of information 
1 w’as glad to be there for at least there were hopes of getting 
something to cat. The Indian alcalde gave me quarters in an empty 
hut next to his, and after a while brought me a steaming plate of 
barley soup and a bundle of straw for the horses. 

At sunrise the alcalde put me on a trail, informing me that by 
following it I would hit the Mejorada * which is the terminus of 
the Central Peruvian Railroad More than once I thought I must 
have cone the wrong way, for cvcmng was approaching and still 
l could see no railway line. Rounding a bend mj fears were dis- 
pelled, for far below us, in a green \ alley, I saw a thin line like 
a black thread that wound and twisted along the foot of the 
mountain We were safe, for this must be a railroad a thing 
I had not seen for a long long time. 

From the railway terminus, going was easy to Huanca\o the 
first passably decent place we had struck for a long time. 

This little town u noted for its Indian market which is held 
every Sunday and which is probably ihc most important and bus) 
of its kind in the whole of South America On Saturday after 
noon, and early on Sunday morning, Indians come flocking into 
town from far and near Pottery, leather goods, hand woven 
blankets, dyes, grain, dcserly carved and painted calabashes, herbs 
ctc^ are sold at low prices, provided the buyer knows how to 
barter with the thrifty vendors. Up to thirty thousand people gather 
weekly in this town, and nowhere else have 1 seen such a busy and 
colourful Indian market. 

I am certain that the horses enjoyed their stay in Huancayo as 
much as I did, and I was sorry when I had to take them out of 
thar alfalfa field It w'ould not take us long now to cross the 
last mountain range. 

Recent landslides again forced me to make a large detour but 
luckily a fair trail led towards Tarma, a charming little town in 
a beautiful fertile valley where the climate is one of eternal spring 
A very good road connects Tarma with Oroya where the Cerro 
dc Pasco Mining Corporation has its smelting plant. I followed 
this winding road for a few miles, and then took a short cut over a 
mountain to save time and distance. 

The mining corporation has a very good hotel in Oroya, and the 
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officials did everything to make me comfortable. Near the smelter 
the Americans have even made a golf links 

I visited the smelters, and next day continued over the mountains 
to another American-operated mine, where I was again treated 
with great kindness The following day we crossed over the Ticlio, 
the highest point we reached in the third Andean range, some 
sixteen thousand five hundred feet above the sea 

In two days we were down in the hot plains near the Pacific 
coast The sudden change of atmospheric pressure affected my 
hearing, for my ears were humming and buzzing, and I constantly 
heard noises like the ringing of bells 
Having no other change with me, I was still wearing my heavy 
leather clothes which made me feel the heat doubly. My face was 
so badly chapped with the cold winds of the high regions that I 
had not been able to shave for some days, and my appearance was 
such that even the street urchins on the outskirts of Lima shouted 
“ bandolero ” after me The three of us were covered with dust, 
and perspiration fairly dnpped off us, so I could hardly blame the 
guttersnipes 

In the morning I had tclephomcally advised the Argentine 
minister that I would arrive in the capital at four p m , but as I had 
timed it badly I was in the centre of the town over one hour before 
time. I dismounted in front of an hotel in the centre of the town, 
where we had arranged to meet Soon a small crowd collected 
around us, and presently a policeman elbowed his way through the 
bystanders to see what was happening, and when he saw me he 
stared as if he were lookmg at the Wild Man of Borneo When I 
explained who I was he gave me a broad smile, and kindly offered 
to look after the horses whilst I went into the hotel to see if anybody 
had arrived When I walked into the lobby, the employees’ looks 
were real studies, for they had probably never seen such 
a rough-looking specimen of humanity before 

I suddenly remembered that I still had my guns on me, and 
when I saw that nobody was there to greet me I thought it would 
be entertaining to have a little joke to pass away time. It was 
obvious that nobody suspected who I was, and so I walked to the 
room-clerk’s desk and asked him for a room with a bath, but instead 
of answering he rushed away to consult with the manager, and 
I was not at all surprised when he returned and very apologetically 
informed me that all the rooms were occupied but that there was 
a quite good hotel not far from there 

Instead of leaving I returned to the lobby where I sat down and 
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ordered a bottle of beer, and as they could not very well tell me 
that they had finished thar stock tnc -waiter reluctantly placed a 
bottle and glass before me and quickly retired to the place where 
he had stood before, acting something like a performing dog run- 
ning back to his stool after having gone through his repertoire of 
tricks. 

After some time the Argentine minister accompanied by a few 
prominent men and friends, arrived, and when the note! people saw 
that they had come to greet me, they looked as embarrassed as if 
they had suddenly lost thar trousers. An Argentine sportsman who 
owned several racehorses immediately off era! me his stables, and 
soon after Mancha and Gato were trying to make up for what they 
had missed in the mountains 

I bought myself some suitable clothes for city wear and next 
morning after having bathed and shaved and generally dolled 
up * I sat down at my tabic to have breakfast. My appearance was 
now so different that the waiter asked me kindly to move to another 
table, telling me that the one I was sitting at was reserved for the 
Argentine ndcr 

The first day s nde from Lima was to take me to Ancon some 
twenty odd miles, knowing that I would find no fodder there I 
had sent a bale of hay ahead by tram for a railway connects this 
littk bathing resort with the capital About half way I was stopped 
by a soldier of the guard/a civil who demanded to sec my licence 
for firearms, a document I did not possess. He very politely asked 
me to accompany him to the local headquarters where I explained to 
the capitan who I was, and this gentleman issued me a permit in 
order to present my bang held up again 

This little incident proved to be a blessing m disguise, for the 
officer informed me that a river I had to cross a little farther ahead 
was high and therefore dangerous, and the capttan kindly sent a 
soldier with me to show the best place to cross. I never minded 
swimming mers, but when I had to do this right alongside railway 
bridge* that arc impossible to cross with horses, I was none too 
pleased If it was possible to swim the horses near the bridge I 
usually unsaddled the animals and earned everything over on foot, 
walking on the sleepers, and thus saving myself the trouble of 
having to wrap everything up in a waterproof sheet. 

A few miles before we readied Ancon we entered the first sandy 
desert. Near here the last battle between Chili and Peru was fought, 
and the dead were buned in this stretch of desert where they fell, 
lu tunc the winds shifted the sand exposing a mass of skulls and 



H F. TSCHITFELY 


69O 

bones What a resting place for those who gave their lives for their 
country ! 

It was a good thing that I had sent some hay ahead, for other- 
wise the horses would have had to pass another night on empty 
stomachs. Water is very scarce in many places along the Peruvian 
coast, and even in this fashionable bathing resort it is sold at ten 
centavos a tin. 

Contrary to the practice of most travellers in dry regions, I carried 
no water. For my own use I had a flask of brandy, and another 
filled with lemon juice mixed with a litde salt This concoction 
was very stimulating but tasted so bad that I was never tempted to 
drink much at a time As for the horses, I calculated that the 
energy wasted by them in carrying water would be greater than the 
actual benefit derived from drinking it, so they only drank when 
we came to a river or some village 

After leaving Ancon we travelled over high sand dunes, and at 
eventide, in a fertile plain, we arrived at a big hacienda belong- 
ing to a Chinaman, whose hospitality I shall never forget. The 
next day’s trip being a long one we started long before daybreak 
When I saddled up I thought my saddle-bags were rather heavier 
than usual, and later I found out that my kind host had filled 
them with all sorts of good things during the night 

The first rays of dawn found us among sand dunes where the 
horses sank deep into the soft sand that had been blown about by the 
wind until it appeared like ripples on a lake The imposing silence 
was broken only by the rolling of the waves that sounded like the 
snoring of some sleeping giant The wind almost immediately 
covered our tracks, and soon the terrible heat rose in waves, making 
breathing uncomfortable In some places I could follow the coast, 
ridmg along the wet sand, where I made the horses go at a fast 
trot or even at a slow gallop, for I knew that this would be 
impossible once the sun rose higher; and time was very 
precious 

In most of the coastal villages I slept m the police stations, 
when there were any, and the horses spent the nights in the prison 
yards, which are surrounded by high adobe walls Hardly any of 
these settlements have hotels or inns, and if there happened to be a 
hut masquerading under the name, it usually lacked a safe place 
where I could keep the horses. If I was lucky enough to find 
the prison empty, the jefe de policia gave me the keys to the 
place Thus I could lock up my things and then go to see if 
there was any fodder to be found, and whilst I took the animals 
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to water, often at some distance from the place, my belongings 
were relatively safe. 

Still following the hot sandy coast we came to a large sugar 
plantation, not far from which stands the fortress of Paramonga 
that was built by the ancient Chimu Indians. 

From Paramonga north there is a vast desert, close on a hundred 
miles from one river to the next and as there is no water to be 
found there I was obliged to make the crossing in one journey 
For this reason I had to wait for the full moon before I could with 
a certain degree of safet), attempt this long ride. 

There was an outbreak of bubonic plague whilst I was there, 
and quite a number of plantation workers died whilst many more 
were ill The authorities raided their filthy quarters, and it was a 
pathetic yet amusing sight to see their owners howling and wailing 
as they walked behind their filthy belongings which were bang 
carted out to be burnt, together with some ancient mummies that 
had been discovered near there in an old bunal ground I took 
every precaution against the horrible disease and was particularly 
careful never to he down to rest unless I had previously sprinkled 
m) bed with insect powder, for fleas and similar pests transmit the 
germs of bubonic plague. 

After four dap waiting I was read) to start, and as I did not 
intend to carry water for the horses, I wus careful not to give 
them anything to drink the day before we left for I wanted them 
to be thirsty and therefore not likely to refuse a good dnnk immedi- 
ate!) before starting out. For myself I packed two bottles of lemon 
juice in the sandlc bags, and the only food I took with me were 
a few pieces of chocolate that had been in my pack for some 
dap Towards evening we were ready and when the sun was 
setting we crossed the river on the other side of which the rolling 
desert starts. I waited until the horses had finished thar dnnk 
and after they had pawed and played with the cool water I mounted 
and soon wc were on the soft and soil hot sands that made a 
peculiar hissing sound under the hoofs of the a nimal s The 
indescribable colours of a tropical sunset were reflected on the 
glittering waves of the ocean and the old Indian fortress assumed 
a tint of gold Even the inhospitable sandy wastes had changed 
thar dread and desolate appearance, for now the sand dunes and 
undulations were one mass of colour, from golden brown to dark 
purple, according to light and shadows. A few belated sea birds 
Were hurriedly flying towards their distant roosting places on some 
rocky island, everyming seemed to be different now, except the 
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regular, eternal rolling of the breakers on the shore No sooner 
had the last clouds ceased to glow like fading beacon fires than 
darkness set in, and after a while the moon rose over the mountain 
ranges in the far east, slowly, majestically, and more than welcome 
to me 

The sensation of riding on soft sand is a peculiar one at first, 
until the body becomes used to the peculiar spnngless motion of 
the horse Knowing that such conditions mean a great strain on 
the animal I could not help movmg m the saddle, uselessly 
endeavouring to assist my mount We were twisting and wmding 
our way through among high sand dunes and, whenever it was 
possible, I guided the animals down to the wet sand on the beach 
where I would urge them mto a slow gallop Often we came to 
rocky places or to land pomts which stretched far out, and thus 
I was forced to make a detour inland again, frequendy for consider- 
able distances For the first few hours I observed everything around 
me and admired the brilliance of the moon that made the ocean 
glitter like silver, and gave the often strange sand formations a 
ghosdy appearance Soon even all this became monotonous to me, 
and every time I stopped to rest the horses for a while or to adjust 
the saddles, I lit a cigarette to help pass the time away Shordy 
before dawn I had to halt for quite a long time, for the moon had 
gone down behind some clouds and we were left m darkness, it 
would not have been wise to continue lest I should take the wrong 
direction or lead the horses mto places where the sand is so soft 
that they would sink m up to their bellies 

My instinct for finding the direction had developed to a notable 
degree by this time, probably because I had not very much to 
think about besides keeping the horses’ noses facing the right 
way, but even when I knew exacdy which way to go, fogs or 
darkness on several occasions made me think it wiser to wait until 
I could see 

The first rays of the morning sun were hot, and I nghdy 
anticipated that the day was going to be a “ scorcher ” The 
horses plodded along as if they realized that they were in the 
midst of a serious test, and when it was about one hour after noon 
I noticed that they lifted their heads and sniffed the air Immedi- 
ately after they hurried their steps, and I believe they would have 
broken into a gallop if I had permitted them to do so I was 
wondering why the horses were so keen to hurry along, and within 
an hour 1 knew the reason, for we arrived at the river, and I am 
certain that the animals scented water long before I could see it; 
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obviously Mancha and Gato Rill possessed the instinct* of the wild 
horse 

It had taken us exactly twentv hours to cross the desert, and I 
hare no desire ever to make another such ndc 

After all these trying journeys I rested for two day*, for there 
wa* plently of grass for the horse*, and I, for a change was able to 
even enjoy a few decent meals again 

One evening 1 thought I would pass a couple of hours away 
by going to see some moving pictures which were announced for 
that night The teutro was merely a large shed with a tin 
roof and the films shown were old and worn out but yet the 
audience seemed delighted with the show All of a sudden every 
body made a rush for the door, there were a few shrieks from 
women, and the whole place shook Before I had even time to 
think what was happening the place w*as empty only myself and 
two women who had fainted remaining there. Even then I could 
not make out what had happened hut when I went outside I was 
told there had been an earthquake. I had been under the impres- 
sion that the trampling and rushing crowd had shaken up the place. 
Luckily nobody was hurt in that stampede for the open but a few 
Kid sustained minor bruises and knocks and the rest had come out 
of it with only a good fright No one seemingly keen on going 
back the management announced the show as having terminated 
much to my surprise nobody protested or asked for money back. 

Fording some of the wide and usually ilow flowing rivers was 
not without its dangers, treacherous quicksands lurking where one 
least expects to find them If anybody happened to live near a 
river I had to ford I always offered a good reward if he were 
willing to show me the best place where to cross, but often I had 
to try my luck alone 

Once we came to a nver that had a very bad reputation for 
quicksands, and so I rode upstream until I came to a hut where 
a fisherman lived He was willing to help me across. He had a 
pony which, he told me, served to drag his net through the shallow 
water along the beach Mounted on this animal he came to show 
me the way but he only did this after having received five soles 
(Peruvian standard currency) in advance for his services. We had 
nearly reached the other side of the shallow but wide nver when 
suddenly his pony s hindlegs sank into the sand Knowing what 
this meant, I humed my horses along made a semi-circle around 
my guide, and was fortunate enough to reach the Ary shore 
Without losing a moment, I untied the lasso I always had handy 
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and then cautiously waded back to where the man was still sitting 
on his animal, which was sinking deeper and deeper As soon as 
I had thrown him the lasso he put it around the pony’s neck, then 
jumped off and came towards me, all the time holding on to the 
lasso in case he also should smk in 

Continuing our difficult journey through hot sandy wastes, we 
entered the fertile Chicama valley where a German company 
cultivates sugar-cane, cotton, etc This is probably the best that 
Peru can show m agricultural enterpnse, and I appreciated sleeping 
in decent quarters once more, eating good food and tasting a botde 
of cold imported beer As m the regions of Lake Titicaca, I was 
on several occasions taken for a Chilean spy along the coast of Peru, 
and once or twice things looked distinctly ugly for me What on 
earth a spy might be looking for in these God-forsaken places, I do 
not know, but when one considers the ignorance of the people 
there, one must be surprised at nothing 

The river Santa was the one that gave me most trouble At the 
time it was in full flood, and the people thought it would be 
impossible to swim the horses across, the wide, swift river How- 
ever, I knew the animals could perform the feat, and as I had no 
intention of waiting for an indefinite period for it to go down I 
decided to make the attempt Natives strongly advised me not to 
be foolish, for they warned me that the river was very tricky and 
that if I missed a certain place there was no other chance to land 
the horses and they would be earned down to the sea 

I heard so many terrible things about the Rio Santa that I went 
to have a look at it About half an hour’s ride through a veritable 
jungle, flooded by the waters of the over, brought me to my 
destination 

I must admit that I did not like the look of things, for not only 
was the other bank far away, but the mass of water came down 
with a roar, boiling, seething and tumbling, carrying with it 
branches and trees, besides which, as some friends who accompanied 
me explained, there were several rocks just below the surface, and 
if a horse swam over any of them he would be ripped to pieces 
In places where two currents met there were large whirlpools, and 
it did not take me long to realize that it would be very dangerous 
to make the attempt unless one happened to be thoroughly 
acquainted with every detail of the river. 

In normal times cattle arc swum across by chimbadores , who 
thus earn their living, but when the waters arc high nobody ever 
tries When we had discussed the question my friends went to 
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look for the bat of thae men, to ask hit opinion After a ta 
wait he armed, and having cartfull> studied the riser u'd that 
had his doubts about any animal reaching the other bank, as m 
was only one possible landing place, and if this was not reached 
horses would £ loss 1 ha J been in some bad rivers before, a 
on ci cry occasion my animals behased admirably, so 1 did 
hesitate to assure him that they were capable of performing the ti 
Finally \ve arranged to meet next morning and to nuke 

attempt. , 

The news spread like wildfire among the native*, and n 
morning a large number of curious people armed to sec the sh< 
tome on horses or mules, others on foot. When we reached 
proposed scene of action some were already there waiting for 
ana even on the rocks on the opposite rank others had tal 


position 

People cross some of these men in a basket slung on a ca 
and the one across this nver is the longest 1 hasc seen, ending 
a high rock on the other bank 1 unsaddled, and the things w 
taken across by means of the cable. When 1 thought everyth 
was ready one of the local authorities, who had been very fnen 
with me, came up and bluntly told me be would not allow m< 
enter the nver, for such a thing amounted to rank suic 
especially as I did not know the tncki and dangers of these v 
waters 


1 could already see myself returning a beaten man and wan 
for days, or maybe c\cn weeks, before bang able to reach l 
other bank, and just then I saw the chimbador standing n 
1 offered him a good sum of money if he would swim mj anui 
across, and to this nobody had any objection, for these men 
wonderful swimmers and know every inch and trick of the n 
At first he refused to consider m) offer, but when 1 agreed thai 
could leave the horses if he saw that the) could not reach the c 
landing place and sav e himself he promised to try 

For a long time he studied the seething nver and sent a 
men to different points upstream to signal should branches or t 
come floating down 1 advised him to mount on Mancha an< 
leave Gato to follow behind loose The former would never 
anyone but mjself nde him on dry land without bucking, so 
coaxed him into the water where the man mounted wid 
trouble, and as soon as the all clear signal was given I 
started to wade out, and in a few moments the current swept 
thrct downstream Gato following close behind hi. companion 


1 
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The people on the bank had made bets as to whether or not 
the horses would cross, and I must admit I passed minutes that 
seemed hours, until at long last there was a loud cheer from many 
throats and both animals waded out on the other side nearly half 
a mile downstream The Rio Santa had been conquered in full 
flood 

I crossed by the cable and continued the journey, but my 
adventures for the day were not yet over, for on reaching an 
hacienda where I intended to pass the night I found the 
peones (workers) in an uproar Indians and mestizos were 
gesticulating in groups, and I heard that one had attempted to kill 
another. There being no doctor within miles, I was asked if I 
could do anything for the wounded man I found him lying in a 
hut, fairly soaked m blood He was obviously wounded deeply, 
and his lungs were damaged, for he was coughing up blood. I 
washed the wound, and as there was some laudanum m the 
medicine chest I gave him a solution of this to drink The man 
who had attacked him was in a small hut that served as prison, 
and when I went to have a look at him I found him with both legs 
fixed in strong wooden stocks He was an Indian, and with his 
long hair and savage looks was anything but attractive. 

During the night my host came to call me, saying that the 
prisoner was attempting to escape I hurriedly dressed, took my 
electric torch and a revolver, and went to see what was happening 
When I approached the prison door a stone hit me m the chest, 
whereupon I made ready for rough work Playing my torch mto 
the hut, I saw the Indian with a dagger in his hand, and it was 
easy to see that he had dug around one of the posts that held down 
the stocks The man was roaring like a wild beast, and it was 
obvious that he was ready to make a fight for freedom The only 
thing to do was to disarm him and then make him safe for the 
night Accordingly I picked up a board, and holding it in front 
of myself rushed at the man and kicked him so as to make him he 
-down, but he managed to injure my right hand slightly As soon 
as he was down Indian men and women rushed at him, some 
kicking him, whilst others tore his hair To make him safe he was 
taken out of the stocks and bound with a rope I could hear him 
moanmg and complaining, and when I came out m the morning 
he was still lying in the courtyard surrounded by Indians who had 
kept an eye on him throughout the mght He was still m the 
same position as when I had last seen him, and when I requested 
his guard to loosen the ropes a little they told me he was no longer 
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bound. When I examined the man I could not help feeling sorry 
foe him, for the ropes had cut in deep and he was bleeding in 
several places. His eyes were bloodshot and he was more dead than 
alive, the only sign of life he gave bang a faint moan every now 
and again 

I was glad when I was on my way again and often wondered 
later what happened to both the assailant and the victim, I do not 
think I shall ever forget the Rio Santa. 


THE WOMAN WHO FOUGHT IN 
THE CRIMEAN WAR 

By 

T V BULEY 

T he opening scene of any adventure story should be adven- 
turous m its setting bugles sounding as dawn breaks; the 
wash and kiss of tne sea on the side of an outward bound 
ship; frowning mountains and dark forests of lost continents. This 
adventure has nothing of these — in fact it opens in the most 
unlikely place in the world — m the boudoir of a young Victorian 
lady of fashion, beloved daughter of rich and socially elite parents 
She sits in the luxurious heavily furnished room with her diary 
open m front of her and she thinks over her life She has health, 
good looks, wealth, position and brains (a somewhat doubtful 
attribute for that tame) She had had offers of marriage, socially 
she is a success, she has every reason to be proud of herself and 
yet — 

“ In my thirty-first year,” wrote Florence Nightingale, “ I see 
nothing desirable but death Everything has been tried, foreign 
travel, kind friends, everything ” And then a last despairing cry 
of utter frustration and boredom “ My God! What is to become 
of me?” 

Three years later, when the guns were booming in the Crimea, 
when harassed cabinet ministers were vainly trying to shield them- 
selves against her attacks, when the Queen of England herself was 
enquiring after her welfare, all the world was to know what had 
become of Florence Nightingale But in the years that she made 
that entry m her diary she was gathering strength for her last 
desperate fight against conventions, against wealth, blind parental 
love, agamst the whole uselessness of her fashionable life 

Florence Nightingale and her elder sister, Parthenope, were 
in childhood given all the advantages of education, travel, and 
social contacts that their parents’ position allowed But when at 
length they took their rightful places in society it was plainly seen 
by the anxious Mrs Nightingale that while Parthe took to this 
mode of hfe with enthusiasm, Florence — though her social success 
was no less — showed increasing restlessness 
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If only slit would marry, was the burden of her cry But 
Florence had no intention of marking Indeed, she at length 
open!) declared her desire to follow a * career 

That in itself was bad enough, but when they learnt which 
particular carter she desired to follow, her parents were horrified 
If I should determine to stud) nursing and to devote my life 
to that profession, do you think it would be a dreadful thing? 
Florence ashed an eminent doctor — and there could be no doubt 


of hi* answer 

At that umc there could scarcely have been a more disreputable 
occupauon for w omen than nursing The so-called hospital nurses 
were, almost without exception, women of immoral character, 
among whom sobriety was practically unknown They were in 
general untrained ana unfitted, or incapable of earning out their 
duucs. Among women such as these, the delicate and sensitive 
Florence Nightingale washed to take her place 1 No wonder that 
the idea was firmly ouashed by her parents, and that she was 
forced once more into the social round 

Nevertheless, the idea that she was born for some purpose 
persisted with this mo« unusual product of the Victorian age. She 
managed to amass— almost surreptitious!)— a vast amount of 
knowledge of medical reports, sanitary conditions, and the 
histories and organization of hospitals and institutions. The 
happiest time of her life was the three months she spent at Kaiser 
swerth on the Rhine, an institution where Protestant women of 
high ideals might train as nurses and gain much useful expen cncc 
in social service generally 

Dunng her training here, she was visited by the friends, who 
more than anyone else in her life, were to help her to achieve the 
astounding things that she did — these were Sydney Herbert and his 
wife. 


In 1852, when Florence was thirty-two, she entered into the 
last phase of her struggle for freedom Her aunt, Mrs. Smith, 
negotiated once more with her mother with the result that she 
reported to her niece that Mrs. Nightingale had no objection to her 
daughter undertaking a mission w life but that she felt that a 
husband was necessary to protect her, and that, as a good mother 
she felt bound to defend her daughter against doing anything that 
would in her mind, prevent a husband from presenting himself 
Presumably, Florence Nightingale received the message with a 
snort of disdain and pointed out with aadity that she was now in 
her thirties, and that the usual age of marriage for young laches of 
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her generation was about eighteen At all events, the reluctant 
parents gave way, and after further training in Pans, Florence 
Nightingale became the superintendent of an “ Establishment for 
Gentlewomen Durmg Illness,” in Upper Harlev Street 

Her work here lasted a year, and then came the great call — the 
call for which she had shaped her whole life The Crimean War 
broke out Less than a week after the English troops landed, the 
battle of Alma was fought, and The Times began to report the 
shocking condition of the sick and wounded m Scutari. 

All Britain was roused by the outspoken despatches of The Times 
correspondent Now was Florence Nightingale’s chance Her 
letter offering her services m the East, and that of Sydney Herbert, 
the new \var minister, asking her to go, crossed in the post It 
should be noted that Herbert’s letter gives a tentative but neverthe- 
less clear scheme of how the whole thing might be arranged but 
ends, nevertheless, with a tactful but firm insistence that the consent 
of Mr and Mrs Nightingale must be obtained 

Before such a stupendous thing even Mrs Nightingale was 
silent. With two trusted aides-de-camp, and thirty-eight nurses — 
the best that could be obtained — Florence Nightingale set sail for 
Constantinople on October 21, 1854 

The voyage was a triumphant pilgrimage for the nurses For 
their chief it was a brief respite in which she might try to plan 
ahead, to organize, to sum up the characters of her staff — to prepare 
herself as best she might for what was to come 

She had no lllus ons — took no man’s word She had been told 
that she would find everything she required at her destination At 
Marseilles she stopped long enough to buy large quantities of drugs, 
food, beds, clothing, dressings — all the immediate needs of a 
hospital, including several kitchen stoves These she paid for with 
her own money 

No, she had no illusions ' When one of her nurses fluttered up 
to her and said “ Oh, Mass Nightingale, when we land, don’t let 
there be any red-tape delays, let us get to nursing the poor fellows ” 
“ The strongest will be wanted at the washtub,” was the reply 
But even before she was properly aware of the true awfulness 
of the conditions that awaited her, Florence Nightingale was under 
no misapprehension as to the immensity of the responsibility laid 
on her shoulders The whole machinery of war was obsolete and 
out of date There was no medical service to cope with the 
casualties — there was literally no organization The Government 
at home was facing an immense scandal In their desperation 
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the) had called upon a woman lo Itclp them out of their plight 
Dcipitc tlvc clear orders of the (imernment at home she knew 
that she would meet with jealous) with prejudice and that dad) 
she would l»c called uj*>n to deal with matters well outside her 
jurisdiction 

On November 4 she landed just as news filtered through of the 
magnificent hut useless Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava 
Into tl>c Valle) of Death 
Bode the Six Hundred 

Bad new* from Balaclava wTotc Florence as she waited to 
land ^oti will licar the awful wreck of our poor cavalry, four 
hundred wounded, arnnne at this moment for us to nurse 

An hour or *0 later she was making her first round of the 
hmpttal The hospital had been transformed from a barrack* bv 
the simple expedient of giving it a coat of whitewash Underneath 
were open sewers, which alone made the air in the wards 
indcscntubl) foul The men by often on the floor— there were 
not enough bedsteads— only a few inches apart between coarse 
canvas sheets. The place was overrun with vermin of ever) 
description, the floors were rotten, the furniture and utensils for 
cleaning cooking etc. were conspicuous onl) b> their absence 
The men were suffering not onl) from wounds, but from ill 
nesses and fevers caused U lack of nourishment, exposure and 
exhaustion due to die terrible handling they had received It was 
reported that they were more often dragged than earned to the 
hospital from the bnding stage— after a tcmblc journey by sea 
from the scene of battle. Luck) indeed were those who died m 
battle, swift! v and clcanl) 

The maximum accommodation of the hospital was two thousand 
four hundred and thirt) -four— the death rate was appalling and 
there were always more cbmounng for admission 

Against such conditions what could a handful of women do? 
Yet the miracle happened Out of a chaos so horrible, so hope* 
lets that even the harckncd soldiers were nauseated by the sights 
they had to endure Florence Nighungalc began to create order 
She provided decent food for men too sick and weak to 
stomach the eternal boiled meat that was the staple hospital radon 
She even tried to ensure that the ordinary meat was boned so that 
one man should not receive a portion consisting entirely of bone 
or gristle — but that was too much for the red tape upholders at 
Constantinople It would require a new regulation of the service 
to bone the meat she was told. 
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Before the arrival of Miss Nightingale, only six shirts a month 
had been washed — now she organized laundry women from 
among the soldiers’ wives, and the men began to enjoy the comforts 
of clean bodies and bed-linen. 

It seems incredible that one woman could accomplish the 
herculean task that she did She met, as she had anticipated, with 
suspicion, with contempt and with jealousy from the surgeons and 
medical authorities From this, her official position, as laid down 
by the war office, could not save her. Gradually by tact, by firm- 
ness, and chiefly by demonstration of her own tremendous 
efficiency, she wore down their enmity, and in most cases earned 
not only their respect, but their loyal co-operation. 

She fought or ignored red-tape and officialdom It is believed 
that she even committed the heinous crime of seizing goods in the 
purveyor’s warehouses before the board had “ sat ” on them — and 
that the purveyor himself, shocked into silence, could only stand 
by and watch rules and regulations flung to the wind by one terrible 
woman 

Her own staff of nurses were not always easy to manage They 
were not all competent some had to be sent home, there were 
religious differences, there was even trouble about the dress they 
must wear 

“ I came out, ma’am, prepared to submit to everything, to be 
put upon in every way. But there are some dungs, ma’am, one 
can’t submit to There is the caps, ma’am, diat suits one face, and 
some that suits another And if I’d known, ma’am, about the 
caps, great as was my desire to nurse at Scutari, I wouldn’t have 
come, ma’am ” 

However, in this instance the woman was reconciled to the 
despised caps, and stayed to prove herself an excellent nurse The 
only time that Florence Nightingale vented her wradi on the head 
of Sidney Herbert, most loyal of supporters at home, was when he 
sent out a fresh batch of nurses without her approval, and their 
“ disorderly behaviour ” threatened to undo all the good she had 
done 

“ I take rank in the Army as brigadier-general, because forty 
British females whom I have with me are more difficult to manage 
than four thousand men,” she writes somewhat caustically, and 
the sympathies of every right-minded person are fully aroused on 
that point by another glimpse of some of the females she had to 
manage, for she writes later “ Above fourteen stone we will not 
have, the provision of bedsteads is not strong enough ” 
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^ct these were the exceptions. On the whole, Florence 
Nightingale could not speak highly enough of the splendid work 
done b) the women who accompanied her 

After six months at Scutari the changes wrought in the genera! 
hospital were nothing start of miraculous The sanitation and 
sewage of the hospital buildings were no longer a greater menace 
to the men than run fire and sword wounds. The food was ade 
quite, and decently cooked Special diets were prosidcd for those 
who needed them Each man was adeouatch clothed and presided 
with such necessities as towels toothbrushes combs, etc The 
wards were clean, orgamraticm and orderliness made the task of 
ph) sicians and surgeons far more cai) 

The death rate had dropped from four hundred and twenty to 
twent) two cases in a thousand She had turned builder, esen and 
had on her own responsibility ordered repairs to some wards too 
dilapidated for use but which were ludh needed for a fresh batch 
of wounded men She had appealed to the ambassador at 
Constantinople to authorise the expense, but as lie disclaimed 
responsibiht) she bad paid out of her own pocket But the wards 
were ready when the men arrived 

Those who worked with her during those six months 
mars died at her ph)sical endurance All da) she would sit in her 
office dealing with eset) possible enquiry, requisitions from 
ph)iicians and surgeons requests from nurses for diet sheets for 
special cases innumerable letters the personal affairs of nurses and 
staff— then lhc would go into the wards and pcrsonall) attend the 
surgeons performing operations — standing for hours, or hersdf 
fight for tfic life of some man gi\cn up as nopdess 

To the medical staff to the military authorities, to the 
blunderers at home whose follies she could neser brook patient!) 
to her own women nurses, sta was lust and capable but on the 
whole a terrifying woman It was tlic men them dies who had 
reason to know the Florence Nightingale of popular conception — 
The Lad) with the Lamp 

By night, attended sometimes b) one orderl) more often alone 
she would make the rounds of the W'ards — four rules of beds She 
would stop here and there to exchange a quiet word or to give 
assistance to an) who were restless or in pain All those awake 
would turn their weary heads on their pillows to watch The Lady 
wnth the Lamp pass, and fed better for her \er) presence. 

After that last round Florence Ni 0 htingale w-ould more often 
than not return to her office to write her official reports to Sydney 
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Herbert, reports written in haste, composed when she had a 
minute to spare, or was dropping with weariness They spared 
nobody, and did not err on the side of presenting conditions as 
better than they were Sidney Herbert thanked her for telling 
him “ the terrible truth ” 

Before she had been six months in Scutari, she had instituted 
reading and recreation rooms for the convalescent soldiers, and 
had organized a scheme by which the men could send money home 
to be saved 

In the May of 1855, conditions in Scutari were so improved that 
she felt justified in leaving for an inspection of other hospitals in 
the Crimea 

On this journey she suffered extreme physical hardship She 
spent days in the saddle or was dnven over the bleak inhospitable 
hills She bore cold and hunger, and met again with a renewal of 
jealousy from headquarters — m one case being locked out of a 
hospital she had been officially asked to take over. 

In the end, endurance came to an end, she caught the Crimean 
fever, and for a while came “ very near to death ” 

Even after she had, with difficulty, been pulled back from the 
brink of the grave, she refused to go back to England She 
returned to Scutari and carried on with her work Not until July, 
1856, four months after the war had ended, did she leave 

The queen had sent a brooch, specially designed for her, and 
a warm letter expressing the hope that she would meet Miss 
Nightingale on her return The government offered her a 
warship to take her home She refused, and travelled home 
accompanied only by her aunt and a queen’s messenger She 
eluded the enormous public reception prepared for her m London, 
and travelled on to her family’s country house They did not know 
of her movements and she walked up from the station 

So ended the great 'adventure Actually it was but the 
beginning of Florence Nightingale’s astonishing work She lived 
to be ninety-one, and within a year or two of her death was a 
power to be reckoned with — the friend of reformers, the enemy of 
dilatory cabinet ministers From an occupation of sluts and 
drunkards, she made nursing into the high calling it is today. 

Yet to the world as a whole she is best remembered for her 


Crimean adventure, and the most familiar conception of her is in 
the Crimean War Memorial m Waterloo Place, London, where 


Sydney Herbert and “ The Lady with the Lamp ” stand for ever 
umted in the great ^vork<- f or^ .wjuch they lived ^ 
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